
Notes from your Consistory … 

 
The Consistory is grateful for all the work Wendy D. and Pam M. did for Brooks BBQ 

and Pam is thankful for all of the people who contributed.  Gratitude was also 
expressed for all of the people who contribute to the Be Our Guest Dinner. 

 
Report from our Pastor: Since January 17, I have been able to make five visits to 
those in hospitals, nursing or rehabilitation facilities, or in their homes. I had six 

consultations with members and friends of Bethany concerning personal matters. I 
met nine times with various committees of Bethany. I participated in four Classis 

sponsored meetings. In one of these meetings I, as President of Classis, facilitated 
the on February 6, The State of the Church through My Eyes. [Copy available on 
request.] I continue to lead worship at Beverwyck on the first Sunday of the month. 

I continue to participate in Bethany’s Adult Bible Study. I also led an Ash 
Wednesday Service here at Bethany in which there were 3 people present. Also on 

Ash Wednesday, I assisted in worship and delivered the Word at Third Reformed, 
again three participants were from Bethany. I will be strongly recommending the 
Congregational Life Committee that no suppers to be planned on the Tuesday 

evening before Ash Wednesday next year. We are an ageing congregation and two 
nights in a row out is too much for many. 

 
Report from Classis - Classis met on 2/6. Items of interest are that there are 
several grant opportunities under Ministry Health and Growth. Grants are also 

available through the Capital Region Ecumenical Organization.  When we are 
discussing new ideas and ventures, something to consider. 

Upcoming events: 
May 15 First Church, speaker on Christian Stewardship of the environment 
Fall 2016 a prayer gathering before Election Day. 

 
Congregational Life  - Our February Be Our Guest Supper went well. The pancakes 

and sausages were enjoyed by all who attended. Thank You to the dedicated people 
who give of their time and talents to make these monthly dinners for the 
community happen. March 15 will be our next supper. The main item on the menu 

is lasagna. Melody is the Chair. 
 

Bethany Family and Friends 
Valentine’s Day Game Day was enjoyed by all who came. We had deserts before 

our lunch and after! Lots of laughter and amusements were shared by all as we 
played Name Three! 
 

A bowling outing will be set up for April 10 giving people time to plan and sign-up!   

The following is the schedule discussed at our Valentine’s Game Day- so mark your 

calendars! 
 
 

March 13, movie and Lunch. 
April 10, Bowling. 

May 8, Tulip Festival 
Skipping June and July, 
August 14, picnic at Pastor Peggy’s home, 

September 11, home coming picnic. 



Kitchen Renovation  - The committee is currently reviewing quotes from four 
vendors. We expect to make a decision before the consistory meeting on February 

21. We have agreed to get laminate cabinets the same depth that we currently 
have and laminate counters, similar to what we have now. A shelf will be placed 

above the three new stoves and a cabinet in the corner to store our mugs. The 
contractor will paint the kitchen while the room is empty. We are looking into 
options for replacing the table. Small groups doing the ‘shopping’ will make many of 

the remaining decisions, such as colors and specific faucets. 
There are two general concerns which are related - the plumbing and the 

dishwasher. Both are old, present problems occasionally, and are hard to diagnose. 
We would like to add a plumbing check, including temperature problems, and 
needed repairs to the kitchen project. We are checking into having the dishwasher 

reconditioned, instead of buying a new one for $8,500. We would also like to add 
some electrical work, including additional outlets, and modifications to prevent 

overloading the circuits that the coffee pots are on. These will most likely add to the 
original estimated project cost. 
Bethany is responsible for removal of the two stoves. We will request the vendor of 

the new stoves to remove the small green stove. We are investigating various 
options for the commercial stove, including selling it on the internet or scraping it.  

It was suggested we note in the Newsletter that donations are still being accepted. 
 

New Business 
 Beginning the conversation about our Pastor’s Sabbatical.  We will campaign for a 
temporary secretary. We decided we need a secretary 3 hours a day, 9 am to 12 

noon, Wednesday and Thursday. Melody will check with SUNY Albany and Rev. 
Peggy will check with Maria College for students who might like a part-time job 

June through September or longer if they work out well!  We edited a draft of the 
contract for Glenn VanOort and it will be finalized through email. 
 

We all agreed to continue Bethany’s policy of paying ½ of the fees to send Lucas H. 
to Camp Fowler again this summer. 

 
 
Anyone wanting to submit an article to the Newsletter is asked to write it up and 

submit as they want it to appear and submit the article by putting it in the 
Newsletter mailbox or by email to bethanyrca@gmail.com. The Newsletter 

Committee really appreciates receiving the articles by email. 
 
Closing prayer by Rev. Peggy 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Melody VanA., Clerk 
 


