
    2020 Annual Report 

     
 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue 

Albany, New York 12208-1741 
518/482-7998 

 
Website:   www.bethanyrc.org  

Email:  bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 
 

Presented February 20, 2022 
 
 



2 
 

 
Table of Contents 

 
Page Number 

 
Pastor’s Report        3 
 
Leadership         5 

 
Changes to Our Congregation     5 
 
Congregational Meetings       

   February         6 
October          7 

  
Elder’s Report        8 
 
Deacon’s Report        9 
 
Church Group and Committee Reports    10  
 Christian Education     10 
  Adult Bible Study 
  Sunday School 
 Congregational Life    11 

Fund Raising     11 
  Brooks BBQ    

Christmas Fair    
  Flower and Plant Sale   

Roast Beef Dinner   
  Strawberry Festival   

Helping Hands     12 
Music       12 

 Pastoral Relations     13 
Property      13 

 Stewardship     14  
Worship      14    
Finance Committee    15 
 

Finance        
Fund Descriptions    15 
General Fund Report    16 

 Other Funds Reports    19 
                             Special Funds     22  



3 
 

 
Pastor’s Report 

Rev. Peggy Funderburke 

Writing this annual review report is difficult for me.  Our Book of Church Order 
(BCO) which establishes how we are to be joined together as we seek to please 
God.  Article 15, Section 10 clearly states:  When a minister of a church has 
attained the ages of seventy years, the ministerial relationship to that church shall 
be terminated.  At the October 2008 meeting of the Classis of Albany, I vowed to 
respect and follow all the rules as set forth in our BCO.  I delayed my retirement by 
six months due to the upcoming 75th Anniversary of the founding of Bethany in 
November, 2020.  But in February, 2020, COVID became widespread and all non-
essential establishments were to be closed by order of the Governor.  Bethany 
complied with the closure orders and informed all self-help groups that they could 
not meet at Bethany. 

I maintained my three day work-week at Bethany, responding to the crisis by 
sending out messages of hope.  As Holy Week was looming on the horizon, I 
informed Bethany’s Consistory that there were some requests for in-person 
worship.  My logic was that if I could stroll around and shop at Home Depot, 
Hewitt’s Garden Center, ShopRite, and Walgreens, I should be able to lead worship.  
I told Consistory I would not badger, encourage, or shame congregants into 
attending.  But those who have no computers or feel compelled to feel the presence 
of God in community would be welcomed.  All CDC safety protocols would be 
followed.  Services on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday had three souls in 
attendance at each service.  Christmas Eve twenty-six brave souls were in 
attendance.  And the pandemic continues to surge with new waves of death and 
sickness.  We have all lost someone we called friend or beloved family member. 

Trying to cope with the global pandemic was only one aspect of our struggle in 
2020.  We also were forced to become reconciled to:  economic recession, mass 
unemployment, political division, cultural upheaval, racial reckoning, record 
wildfires, tornados, extra-powerful hurricanes, and wide-ranging floods.  This year 
has been a year like no other that we have ever lived through. 
 
But instead of wringing our hands and wondering, Where is God?, we were able to 
step up with messages of hope, peace, joy, love.  If we choose to open our eyes we 
could see God at work in and through the selfless acts of heroism of EMTs, nurses, 
doctors, janitors, garbage men, police, and firemen.  We were not abandoned.  We 
read daily about groups of people – our neighbors – banning together to distribute 
food to the hungry, Christmas gifts to children whose parents had to decide 
whether to buy food for their families or Christmas gifts. 
 
Bethany’s food and funds collection at Thanksgiving was abundant.  The cash raised 
for the food pantry was over $1,000.  And again at Christmas, the congregation 
dug even deeper into their pockets to provide another $1,000+ for Church World 
Service and their global COVID Relief Fund.  Such acts of generosity are exactly 
what we are called to do as followers of Jesus Christ. 
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I have always been a woman of great hope.  Not a Pollyanna type hope, but a hope 
that believes that when situations arise, the congregation of Bethany will always 
follow the instructions of our Lord.  Instructions that we are to feed the hungry, 
share our wealth with strangers, and be faithful in our daily living. 
 
Bethany has been blessed in so many ways.   
 
I am thinking now of our not so new anymore Organist and Music Director, 
Catherine Schane-Lydon.  She has provided a way for Bethany to gather on 
Wednesdays and Sundays via Zoom.  It was incredibly important that the 
congregation has and had a means to remain connected during this time of dis-
connection.  Catherine has been innovating and encouraging for the congregation 
and has endeared herself to me.  I will be forever grateful for her leadership 
throughout these dark days. 
 

Bethany has been blessed with their election of Consistory members.  I leave 
Bethany in the hands of thoughtful, compassionate, and smart leadership.  I have 
every confidence that they will continue to weather any of the unseen storms of life 
that will come Bethany’s way. 

And lastly, but by no means least, Bethany is blessed with a new Office Assistant, 
Diane Avery.  In only a couple of months she has redesigned the front office!  She 
is computer literate and is streamlining our computer system – no small feat!  She 
is fierce as she tackles one problem after another and sticking with the problem 
until it is resolved.  Diane is exactly what Bethany needs right now – someone who 
is keeping in contact with congregants who need someone to comfort them in these 
scary times. 

I have been blessed by many here at Bethany.  It has been my honor and my joy 
to serve the Lord at Bethany.  I have done my best and I realize that my best was 
not good enough for some.  But I believe I stayed faithful to the Gospel’s message 
of being welcoming to all people.  As I leave Bethany, I can truthfully say that it 
has been humbling and wonderful experience to work among you.  And I can also 
repeat what I said in my very first Newsletter, I am grateful to have been your 
Pastor. 

        Pastor Peggy 
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Leadership in 2020 
 

Church Staff 
Pastor         Rev. Peggy Funderburke 
Housekeeper       Mary Cocco 
Handyman       Jeff Riggins 
Organist and Music Director    Catherine Schane-Lydon 
Property and Grounds     Bruce Neyerlin & Bob Hollner 
Secretary       Diane Avery 
  

Consistory 
Elders       Deacons 
Phyllis McClarty      Kathy Casey 
Nancy Murray      Wendy Delehanty 
       

Church Officers 
Vice President and Chair of the Board of Elders Phyllis McClarty 
Senior Deacon      Kathy Casey 
Clerk of Consistory      Nancy Murray 
Treasurer       Wendy Delehanty 
Financial Secretary      Joan Hollner 
Special Funds Treasurer     Diane Avery 
  

Church Representative 
Albany Classis Elder Delegate    Wendy Delehanty 
  

Contact Persons 
 

Reformed Church Women’s Ministries   Claire Williams 
Helping Hands      Pam Menton 
Choir and Hand Bells     Catherine Schane-Lydon 
  

 
 

Changes to Our Congregation in 2020 
 

Our church rolls now indicate a membership of 44.  
 

Deceased this Year 
Helen Landau                                    June 5, 2020 

  
Transferred to Inactive 

Coreen Hallenbeck 
Laurie Schraver 
Robert Schraver 
Ralph Roach 
Jennifer Roach 
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Notes from the Congregational Meeting on February 2, 2020 

 
The meeting was called to order by Pastor Peggy.   
 
The first item was a discussion and approval of the 2020 budget.  Following 
comments and questions a motion was made by Gil to approve the budget as 
proposed, seconded by Kathy; motion passed. 
 
The next item for business was the long-term plans for Bethany. There was a 
suggestion to put a container out for donations to assist us with various capital 
improvements to the church building and property. 
 
Catherine informed the congregation of the possibility of getting a Pipe Organ from 
a church that is closing. It has been completely refurbished after it was damaged by 
water.  Catherine thinks it could help Bethany’s music program and attract new 
people. It will cost Bethany about $30,000 to move and install the organ in our 
sanctuary.  After much discussion Pam made a motion that a committee be 
established to determine the feasibility and cost of getting this organ, seconded by 
Nancy. 
 
The discussion turned to other projects that need to be done. They include: 
changing the lighting in the Sanctuary to either LED or halogen bulbs; resurfacing 
the parking lot; improving the drainage around the church, possibly with gutters; 
enlarging the garage; replacing the ceiling tiles with drop down ceilings.  After 
listing possible costs for these improvements Pam withdrew her motion to form the 
organ committee. 
 
Nancy made a motion to set up a campaign drive to raise funds for all the large 
property projects, seconded by Kathy.  It was suggested that all groups who use 
the church should be asked to make contributions towards this campaign. The 
motion was amended to connect the 75th celebration party and the need to improve 
the appearance and functioning of the church building for the future; motion 
passed. 
 
It was decided that we still pursue the feasibility of getting the organ, including the 
cost for necessary changes to the chancel.  Email and bulletin announcements can 
be used to keep people informed. 
 
We felt that a committee needs to be set up to work on ideas of how to grow this 
church. 
 
As there was no further business the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Nancy Murray, Clerk   
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Notes from the Congregational Meeting on October 18, 2020 

The meeting was called to order by Pastor Peggy Funderburke.  

Phyllis announced that there are three members on the Consistory who are leaving 
as there term is over. They are Elders Phyllis McClarty and Nancy Murray, and one 
Deacon Kathy Casey.  Three members have stepped up to fill these slots. They are 
for Elders Pam Menton and Melody VanAlstyne, and Bill Murray as Deacon. Nancy 
made a motion that we accept those who have volunteered to serve on Consistory 
in January 2021, seconded by Wendy, motion passed. 

Wendy reported a proposal by the Finance Committee regarding the Progress 
Fund.  We were informed that funds cannot be removed from this account without a 
vote by the congregation. There is $50,000.00 of principal in that fund.  The 
Finance committee is suggesting that we take the above mentioned money and put 
it in the Bequest Fund. This would help Bethany with the budget and Mission giving. 
The congregation is asked to think about if they would like this money moved, and 
a decision will be made at the next Congregation meeting. 

Wendy next informed us that the cost for the parking lot work will cost $52,000.00 
and will be paid for out of several funds.  In addition a letter will be going out to 
members and friends of Bethany asking for help. 

As there was no other business the meeting was adjourned following the 
benediction. 

Respectfully Submitted 

Nancy Murray, Clerk  
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Elder’s Report 
Phyllis McClarty, Vice President 

 
The year 2020 started out in a positive manner, with plans being discussed as to the future, 
dreams, and visions for Bethany.  But it all came to an abrupt end, as a global pandemic 
and statewide lockdown became apparent.  Pastor Peggy, the Consistory, Property 
Committee, and our organist/musical director, Catherine met to discuss how we were to 
function in this situation.  It was decided we would start by making wellness calls to all 
members and friends of Bethany, put positive messages on our sign board, and try to hold 
video services through ZOOM. 
 
Through wonders of technology, emails, and ZOOM we were again connected to worship 
together.  After being separated for several weeks, it was great to see, hear, worship, and 
pray together, although remotely.  Hymns and Prayers were also offered on Wednesdays 
through ZOOM, for those who needed a faith boost or support.  Weekly bulletins and 
Pastor’s message were routinely emailed to all. 
 
With the state remaining in lockdown, several events and fundraising opportunities had to 
be cancelled.  The Consistory met routinely, either through phone conference or socially 
distanced in-person meetings to pray for members, friends, the Pastor, an end to pandemic, 
and other household duties. 
 
We did find a way to celebrate an important milestone for a special person in our church 
family.  Our senior member, Phoebe Lewinsky, turned 100 years old on 5/10/20.  Several 
members, friends, neighbors, along with fire, police, and city officials, decorated their 
vehicles and participated in a drive-by parade to show our love for Phoebe.  She was thrilled 
by the outpouring of love and waved to each and every car. 
 
By mid-June our church building was allowed to reopen for in-person services.  New 
guidelines and safety protocols were put into place and followed for services and the 
monthly distribution of communion.  The Word was again being preached from the 
pulpit.  ZOOM services continued for those not comfortable in attending in-person worship. 
 
As the pandemic continued to surround us, many of us found ourselves leaning more 
heavily on our faith.  We have prayed for the overwhelming number of people who have 
been lost to this virus.  We continue to pray for the health, well-being, and safety for all 
who are related or connected to Bethany.  Our brothers and sisters of the Burmese and 
Pakistani congregations also followed these same safety protocols and guidelines for their 
services. 
 
Sadly, we said good-bye to a dear member of our church family, Helen Landau.  We were 
extremely blessed with the hiring of our church office manager Diane Avery.  She has 
already proved to be a great asset to the church and its function.  We also are sadly going 
to miss our precious Pastor Peggy, as she will be retiring at the end of this tumultuous 
year.  We humbly thank her for her leadership and service to this congregation and 
church.  We wish her much happiness and good health in her new endeavors. 
 
Whatever the future holds for Bethany, we know that God will be with us. 
 
 
 
 

 



9 
 

 
Deacon’s Report 

Kathy Casey, Senior Deacon 
Wendy Delehanty 

 
In many ways, 2020 was a quiet year due to the Covid pandemic, but our congregation 
continued to support our mission endeavors. 
   
The Easter offering collected $1,330 to support the South End Children’s Café. During 
the school year, the Café offers an afterschool program with homework help, arts and 
crafts, and academic enrichment. The children share dinner and family members are 
welcome to join them.  
  
Our Thanksgiving offering brought in $870 for the Food Pantry at First Church. When 
combined with other pantry donations, and some of our general mission funds, we were 
able to donate $2,500 to the pantry! The food and supplies we collected during the year 
also went to First Church. 
  
The Christmas collection of $1,164 was sent to Church World Service for Corona Virus 
relief. It was astounding how many people were affected by the virus.   
  
2020 was Pastor Peggy’s last year as Bethany’s pastor. We held a collection for her, 
presenting her with $1,200 to donate any way she chose. I’m sure she made some 
wonderful decisions. 
 
The Deacons wish to thank the entire Bethany family for their generosity during 
2020.  We are truly blessed. 
  
Our general mission donations included money donated in 2018 and 2019.  
 

      Family Promise $1,405 
      First Church Food Pantry $1,630 
      U Albany - Purple Pantry $635.00 
      Albany Synod $1,000.00 
      Camp Fowler $1,000.00 
      CACC - Emergency Shelter $1,000.00 
      Capital City Rescue Mission $1,000.00 
      Free Wheelchair Mission $750.00 
      Heifer International $1,000.00 
      Interfaith Partnership for Homeless $1,000.00 
      RCA - Amaro's  $5,000.00 
      Unity House $1,000.00 
      Troy Area United Ministries $1,000.00 

 
 
 
 



10 
 

 
 

Church Committee and Group Reports for 2020 
 
 

Please speak to a member of consistory if you are interested in serving on any of 
these committees and keeping the spirit of Bethany alive after the “shut down” 
caused by COVID 19.   
 
 
 

 Christian Education 
To encourage people of all ages to continue biblical learning and biblical 
application to our daily living. 
 
 

Adult Education,  
Gilbert Faustel, Coordinator 

 
Bethany provides two groups for Bible study or themes for faith growth.  
Periods of cancellation were necessary this year due to the pandemic.   
 
Women’s Bible study meets Mondays at 9:30 am.  This year they are using 
Hurlbut’s Story of the Bible which will continue in 2021. 

 
Adult Bible Study meets Thursdays at 6:30 pm.  This year they completed 
the book of Acts. 
 
Leadership is provided from within each group.   

 
 

 
Sunday School  
Wendy Delehanty 

 
It was a slow start getting back to Sunday School in 2020 following winter 
break, but teacher Becky Richmond was ready to go. Then Covid started 
locally. Then Bethany, the CDC, and NYS mandates shut down almost 
everything in mid-March. Becky and Bethany are still hoping Sunday School 
will start again.   
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Congregational Life Committee 
Nancy Murray, Chair 

 
The Congregational Life Committee report is much different this year due to the 
Covid Pandemic. 
 
There were two Be Our Guest Suppers January 16, the Theme was Italian. The 
team served Spaghetti, Meatballs, Salad, Italian Bread, Desserts and Beverages.  
The Crowd was small, but all enjoyed the meal and fellowship. 
 
The last supper served in 2020 was on February 18. The Theme was Soup, of which 
we had 5.  All who attended enjoyed the meal and fellowship. 
 
We lost one member and one friend. The Member was Hellen Landau, and the 
friend was Hazel Holden.  There was no reception because of Covid. 
 
I pray for a better year in 2021. 
 
 
 
 

Fundraising 
Wendy Delehanty and Pam Menton 

Covid made our fund raising efforts a challenge this year.  We were able to hold our 
winter Brooks BBQ in February and made a profit of $2,493.66.  We were not able 
to hold our May Flower Sale, or either of our Roast Beef Dinners, but we went 
ahead with our summer Brooks BBQ which was an overwhelming success raising 
$4,002.50.  Given the response from July Brooks, and the inability to hold an 
October Roast Beef dinner, we were fortunate to book a third Brooks BBQ at the 
end of October.  This was also well attended and brought in $4,976.83. 

Many many thanks to all who assisted with these events in any way.  

Normal fundraising activities include: 
Brook BBQs—Wednesday in February and Friday in July 
Christmas Fair—Second Saturday in November 
Flower and Plant Sale—Friday and Saturday of Mother’s Day weekend 
Roast Beef Dinners—Saturdays in April and October 
Strawberry Festival—First or second Friday in June 
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Helping Hands 
Pam Menton 

 
Helping Hands planned to meet the 1st and 4th Wednesdays of the months 
September through May from 10 am until 2 pm.  It is a self-sustaining service 
project devoted to making quilts, comforters and other hand-made items which are 
sold throughout the year and at the Christmas Fair in November. 

 
The dedicated group had their meetings cut short in March and had a couple 
meetings in October. Due to the pandemic we were unable to hold our annual 
Christmas Fair.  We were able to sell a few quilts and are anxious to get back to 
quilting.   
 
 
 
 

Music Ministry Report 
Catherine Schane-Lydon, Organist, Director of the Adult and Hand Bell Choirs 

 
What a year it has been!  I started at Bethany just a couple months before 
Christmas 2019, was starting to get the music office together, had a successful 
Christmas Eve service, started preparing for Lent and Easter, and BAM the Covid 
Pandemic struck.  As we were starting to realize the ramifications of this virus, and 
how deadly just the act of singing was, the guidelines of safety required us to not 
worship in the same enclosed space.  I was happy to step up and help lead the 
Sunday 10 am Zoom service, and added a “Sing and Pray” informal service to get 
us through the weeks.  However, little did I know how much those Zoom services 
would mean to me, personally.  Every week, we would show up in our little 
“squares” reminiscent of the Hollywood Squares or the Brady Bunch opening, and 
everyone’s name was there.   People were in their own houses, and despite it being 
“remote” worship, somehow it seemed more intimate and meaningful for me than a 
traditional service.  And, though since then we’ve resumed our worship at the 
sanctuary, some have opted to stay as safe as possible and continue with the Zoom 
services.   I am pleased to continue the Sunday services at 8:15, and between all 
the choices, we’ll get through this together. 
 
As many of you know, my previous music director position was a traumatic 
experience.   I can’t express to you how welcome and valued I feel here at 
Bethany! Once we’re back singing, I have some great choices lined up.  And, in the 
meanwhile, I am happy to do whatever I can to bring comfort, joy, and music to as 
many of you as possible.  Stay strong, stay safe!  And I’ll see you all soon! 
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Pastoral Relations Committee 
Melody Van Alstyne 

 
The purpose of this committee is to enable communication to take place between 
the Pastor and the congregation. 

 
We praise God that there is nothing to report from our committee for the second 
straight year!  

 
Property Committee 

Property Committee 
Bruce Neyerlin, Chair 
Bob Hollner, Co-Chair 

Mary Cocco, Housekeeper 
Jeff Riggins, Maintenance 

 
 A year like no other, plagued by a plague and with not many prayer’s in the pews, to 
be found anywhere, it’s as though it couldn’t get worse, but it did! With continuing 
storm drain flooding troubles and effervescence continually degrading our masonry 
brick and block addition as well as our aging parking lot drainage system, we were 
notified that Newgate’s Parent, LifePath would be consolidating all of the satellite 
locations into their one new recently purchased building on Colvin Avenue. And we 
we’re having dire Sexton absences! 
 
So what do we do? First we made COVID-19 Compliance our Top Priority and then we    
left the rest of it to God and one by one, once big problems, were getting checked off 
the list! 

 Began a Zoom Music Ministry 
 Church Inspection Issues Resolved 
 Fellowship Hall Drainage Resolved 
 Fellowship Hall Electrical Resolved 
 New FH Flooring, Painting & Draperies 
 Parking Lot Drainage Resolved 
 Parking Lot Resurfaced & Expanded 
 New Storage Shed Plans In Place Mid Jan ‘21 
 Sexton Reorganized Into Maintenance & Housekeeping 

What does this all mean? It means that we’re capable of taking the risks and making 
the hard decisions, which are necessary to best position Bethany to grow with the 
times, in our Sanctuary! The Committee would like to thank the Consistory leadership 
for believing now was the right time to invest in the future of Bethany’s Ministry and 
many thanks to the entire Bethany Community for the support you’ve always provided 
for many worthy causes!  
 
Thank you and God Bless! 
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Stewardship Committee 
Phyllis McClarty & Pam Menton, Chairs 

 
This committee strives to enrich and strengthen the congregation’s stewardship 
commitment of time, talents, as well as financial support. 
 
Our 2020 theme was “Count your Blessings”.  As we continued to navigate through 
a global pandemic, this theme became very meaningful.  We know that God did not 
bring this virus to us, but He would guide us through it.  For that we are very 
blessed. 
 
We received 24 pledges (1 new pledge) totaling $59,758.14.  Fourteen pledges 
were received for missions totaling $7,592.00.   
 
We were unable to gather and celebrate with our traditional brunch due to current 
circumstances.  We praised God for the blessings we have received.  We are 
continually amazed and blessed for the ever faithful members and friends of 
Bethany for their deep commitment to their faith and financial support. 
 
 
 

 
Worship Committee 
Janny Mironchuk, Chair 

 
The Worship Committee strives to enable and enhance the worship experience for 
all who attend services at Bethany Reformed Church.  The year 2020 provided 
many challenges to Bethany as we all faced a pandemic when Covid-19 entered the 
picture and caused shutdowns of worship services for long periods during the year.  

When we were okayed to reopen, protocols were put into place for the protection of 
attendees and all who were present were able to worship safely. We managed to 
worship throughout the Fall and into the Advent and Christmas seasons and bid 
farewell to the Rev. Peggy Funderburke as she preached her last sermon on 
December 27, 2020. The Worship Committee extends to her our warmest wishes 
for a restful and refreshing retirement. 
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Finance Committee 
Wendy Delehanty, Chair   

 
The Finance Committee oversees Bethany’s investments and cash, making 
recommendations to Consistory on how to spend the money and how to invest it. 
The members of the committee in 2020 were Wendy Delehanty, Joan Hollner and 
Diane Avery. 
 
The big job in 2020 was overseeing the financing of the Parking Lot Project. A 
capital campaign was held, raising $10,985 from members, friends, and many of 
the groups using our building. An additional $27,000 was designated for the project 
from the Memorial Fund, Progress Fund, and Sabbatical Fund. Actual payments 
were made in 2020 and 2021. 

 
Contributions — Contributions can be made to any fund, including the funds 
handled by the Special Fund Treasurer, at any time. Place your contribution in a 
separate envelope or with your regular offering, and include a note of the amount 
of the contribution, the fund you want it to go to, and your name. 
 
 

Fund Descriptions 
 
General Fund — This is the fund that handles the everyday income and expenses 
of Bethany. Income includes contributions from envelopes, loose plate and groups; 
income from clothing boxes, interest, fundraising, etc. Expenses include salaries 
and benefits, building upkeep, supplies, utilities, program costs, etc.  
 
Mission Fund — Money donated for mission work is added to this fund. The 
Deacons use it to make donations to various other organizations to help pay for 
good works both near and far. 
Income sources: Envelopes and other designated donations: Special collections,    
        including Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas; Monetary contributions for the   
        pantry 
 
Flower Fund — Pays for flowers for special occasions, chancel flowers, and  
shut-ins.  Income sources: Payments for seasonal flowers and chancel flowers 
 
Good Samaritan Fund — Discretionary fund for the pastor.  To be used for good 
deeds within and beyond the congregation. 
 
Property Fund — Pays for various ‘medium’ cost items not included in the budget 
that need occasional replacement, such as power tools and teaspoons.  
               
 
Fund Raising — A ‘fund’ to handle the income and expenses from fund-raising 
activities, so they are not reflected in the General Fund.  Net income is added into 
the General Fund receipts. 
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BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 

Treasurer's Report for 2020 

General Fund 
Balance January 1, 2020 $21,415.57 

RECEIPTS Actual Budget Under/Over 
  Envelope $78,249.90 $70,000.00 $8,249.90 
  Loose Plate $398.36 $1,400.00 -$1,001.64 
  Sunday School $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
  Initial Offering, Devotionals, etc. $110.00 $140.00 -$30.00 
  Classis Assessment $895.00 $1,400.00 -$505.00 
  Interest $72.42 $100.00 -$27.58 
  Clothing Boxes $3,315.30 $3,300.00 $15.30 
  Fund Raising $11,472.99 $16,000.00 -$4,527.01 
  Family Promise $15,960.00 $15,960.00 $0.00 
  Newgate Contribution $5,600.00 $9,600.00 -$4,000.00 
  Building Use $5,250.00 $7,800.00 -$2,550.00 
  Other Funding Sources $1,959.21 $300.00 $1,659.21 
  Payroll Protection Program Loan $10,800.00 $0.00 $10,800.00 
  Transfers In $10,050.00 $0.00 $10,050.00 
Total Receipts $144,133.18 $126,000.00 $18,133.18 
 
      

DISBURSEMENTS Actual Budget Under/Over 
Pastoral Ministry 

   Salary/Housing $38,498.58 $37,360.00 $1,138.58 
  Social Security/Medicare $2,904.00 $2,904.00 $0.00 
  Professional/Travel Reimbursement $260.49 $1,500.00 -$1,239.51 
  Annuity $5,550.00 $5,550.00 $0.00 
  Insurance $1,641.80 $3,900.00 -$2,258.20 
  Continuing Education $0.00 $600.00 -$600.00 
  Sabbatical $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
    Total $48,854.87 $51,814.00 -$2,959.13 

Congregational Life 
   Advertising $0.00 $100.00 -$100.00 

  Be Our Guest Supper -$65.60 $0.00 -$65.60 
  Congregational Activities $44.89 $200.00 -$155.11 
  Coffee Hour $22.70 $125.00 -$102.30 
  Tape Ministry $0.00 $25.00 -$25.00 
    Total $1.99 $450.00 -$448.01 

Stewardship 
   Offering Envelopes $266.54 $275.00 -$8.46 

  Congregational Program $0.00 $100.00 -$100.00 
    Total $266.54 $375.00 -$108.46 
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Finance 

   Financial Secretary $900.00 $900.00 $0.00 
  Treasurer $599.00 $900.00 -$301.00 
  Audit $0.00 $300.00 -$300.00 
    Total $1,499.00 $2,100.00 -$601.00 

Actual Budget Under/Over 
Outreach 

   Outreach $0.00 $100.00 -$100.00 
      

Worship 
   Organist $15,272.29 $15,920.00 -$647.71 

  Supply Organist $250.00 $750.00 -$500.00 
  Pulpit Supply $0.00 $625.00 -$625.00 
  Music $100.00 $400.00 -$300.00 
  Supplies $15.39 $300.00 -$284.61 
    Total $15,637.68 $17,995.00 -$2,357.32 
      

Property 
   Sexton $27,617.08 $30,400.00 -$2,782.92 

  Church Maintenance-Scheduled $2,098.79 $2,000.00 $98.79 
  Church Maintenance-Other $7,434.38 $6,000.00 $1,434.38 
  Parsonage Maintenance $379.00 $1,000.00 -$621.00 
  Supplies $1,576.77 $3,500.00 -$1,923.23 
  Gas and Electric $7,939.73 $12,500.00 -$4,560.27 
  Insurance $5,504.54 $5,500.00 $4.54 
  Water and Sewer $853.06 $1,000.00 -$146.94 
  Grounds Help $12,609.67 $12,000.00 $609.67 
    Total $66,013.02 $73,900.00 -$7,886.98 
      

Education 
   Curriculum/Congregational Programs $0.00 $50.00 -$50.00 

  Church School $157.08 $100.00 $57.08 
  Sunday School Teacher $480.00 $1,400.00 -$920.00 
  Adult Education $0.00 $50.00 -$50.00 
  Youth $0.00 $25.00 -$25.00 
  Nursery $0.00 $25.00 -$25.00 
    Total $637.08 $1,650.00 -$1,012.92 
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Administration 
   Secretary $5,566.80 $6,200.00 -$633.20 

  Office Supplies $513.23 $750.00 -$236.77 
  Telephone $1,905.10 $1,800.00 $105.10 
  Postage $467.80 $850.00 -$382.20 
  Service Contracts $1,109.00 $1,300.00 -$191.00 
  Staff Social Security/Medicare $1,656.49 $4,200.00 -$2,543.51 
  Workers Comp/Disability/Unemployment $3,835.50 $2,200.00 $1,635.50 
  Classis $4,511.22 $4,800.00 -$288.78 
  Non Budgeted Expenses $2,379.91 $0.00 $2,379.91 
    Total $21,945.05 $22,100.00 -$154.95 

Total Disbursements $154,855.23 $170,484.00 -$15,628.77 

Balance December 31, 2020 $10,693.52 
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Treasurer's Report for 2020 

Other Funds 

Mission Fund  
   Beginning Balance 1/1/2020   $25,731.34 

     General Mission $17,768.39 
     Purple Pantry $633.95 
     Family Promise   $1,405.00 
     Mission Share $150.00 
     Bequest Mission money $5,774.00 

  Receipts $13,622.10 
      Regular Giving   $8,488.10 
      Pantry   $585.00 
      Easter - South End Café   $1,330.00 
      Thanksgiving - Pantry $870.00 
      Christmas - Corona Virus Relief $1,164.00 
      Pastor's Choice $1,185.00 

   Disbursements $23,020.00 
      CWS - Corona Virus Relief $1,200.00 
      Family Promise $1,405.00 
      First Church Food Pantry $2,500.00 
      Pastor's Choice $1,200.00 
      South End Children's Café $1,330.00 
      U Albany - Purple Pantry $635.00 
      Albany Synod $1,000.00 
      Camp Fowler $1,000.00 
      CACC - Emergency Shelter $1,000.00 
      Capital City Rescue Mission $1,000.00 
      CWS - Disaster Relief $1,000.00 
      Free Wheelchair Mission $750.00 
      Heifer International $1,000.00 
      Interfaith Partnership for the Homeless $1,000.00 
      RCA - Amaro's  $5,000.00 
      Unity House $1,000.00 
      Troy Area United Ministries $1,000.00 

$23,020.00 
  Ending Balance 12/31/2020   $16,333.44 
     General Mission $10,409.44 
     Mission Share $150.00 
     Bequest Mission money $5,774.00 
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Good Samaritan Fund 
  Beginning Balance 1/1/2020   -$3,742.67 
    Receipts     $3,875.00 
        Congregational giving $875.00 
        Transfer from Progress Funds $3,000.00 
    Disbursements   $0.00 
  Ending Balance 12/31/2020 $132.33 

Flower Fund 
  Beginning Balance 1/1/2020 

 
  

    Receipts   $636.73 
        Chancel Flowers $277.95 
        Seasonal Flowers $69.95 
    Disbursements $220.00 
        Chancel Flowers $302.95 
        Seasonal Flowers $69.95 
  Ending Balance 12/31/2020 $245.00 

    $611.73 

Property Fund 
  Beginning Balance 1/1/2020   

$1,017.54 
    Receipts 

        Congregational giving - general $37,950.00 
        Cong. giving - Parking Lot project $55.00 
        Transfers from Memorial, Progress, Sabatical Funds $10,895.00 

$27,000.00 
    Disbursements 

         General Property   $28,871.94 
         Parking Lot $836.91 

$28,035.03 
  Ending Balance 12/31/2020 

    General $10,095.60 
    Parking Lot $235.63 

$9,859.97 
Fund Raising 

  Beginning Balance 1/1/2020 
    Net Receipts $0.00 

        Brooks (February) $11,472.99 
        Brooks (July) $2,493.66 
        Brooks (October) $4,002.50 
    Transfer to General Fund $4,976.83 
  Ending Balance 12/31/2020 $11,472.99 

  $0.00 
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                                      Additional Information 

Stocks - General Fund 

  Dividends, Interest, Realized Capital 
Gains 

     Bank 
 

     Met Life/Brighthouse 
 

                 
1.94  

     RCA 
               

20.02  

  Total 
               

50.46  
               

72.42  
 Holdings 

  
  Met Life - MET - 11 Trust Interests 12/5/2019 12/5/2020 Change 

532.18 $439.67 -$92.51 

Special Funds - Other 

  Beginning Balance 1/1/2020 
     Special Fund Receipts, Transfers $3,926.62 

    Special Fund Disbursements, Transfers   $56,576.33 
  Ending Balance 12/31/2020 $35,502.95 

$25,000.00 

 
This money belongs to accounts handles by the Special Funds Treasurer.  Sometimes 
money is put in the Treasurer’s bank accounts.  It may then be transferred to the proper 

account, or be used for special expenditures as approved by Consistory 
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Report for Special Funds 
 

The Special Funds were used this year to make significant improvements to the 
church property.  Funds were taken for the parking lot from (Progress, $7,000; 
Sabbatical Fund $20,000; Endowment $3, 588; Memorial $15,000), for elevator 
repairs (Bequest $1,700), to replenish the Good Samaritan Fund (Progress 
$3,000), General Operating Expenses (Progress $10,000) and for Camp Fowler 
Scholarships (Youth Education Fund $237.50).  The total decrease in reserves 
was almost $49,000.   

Bequest Fund – Monies from the Bequest Fund may be used at the discretion 
of the Consistory. 
 
Endowment Fund – A permanent fund to which people can make gifts while 
living or through a will. The interest is available for any purpose with Consistory 
approval. The principal establishes a permanent endowment; therefore, 
contributions continue to serve the church in a lasting way. 
 
Memorial Fund – This fund provides the congregation an opportunity to 
establish a memorial upon someone’s death. Contributions come from both 
within and outside the church. The fund is to be used for capital improvements 
with Consistory approval. 
 
New Ministries Fund – The fund is to be used for new ministry outreach 
programs with Consistory approval. 
 
Progress Fund – This is a designated fund. The principle can only be used with 
congregational approval. Half of the money earned is available for the 
Consistory’s use for operating expenses. The other half is available for mission.  
 
Sabbatical Fund – A minister may take a sabbatical leave of up to three 
months after seven years of ministry at Bethany. This fund will cover the costs 
of the sabbatical for the minister and expenses incurred to cover the work still 
needed at Bethany. 
 
David J. Eisele Scholarship Fund – Used to provide financial aid in the form 
of scholarships to any seminary student in need of financial help. The interest 
from the account must be used for scholarships. 
 
Youth Education Fund – Pays for Fowler Camp and Conference Center 
scholarships, Sunday School expenses not normally covered through the church 
budget and/or other programs or materials for our youth at the discretion of the 
Consistory. 
 
Special Funds Checking Account – Used to make payments for all special 
funds handled by the Special Funds Treasurer. (Bequest, Endowment, Memorial, 
New Ministries, Progress, Sabbatical, David J. Eisele Scholarship, Youth 
Education funds. 
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BETHANY REFORMED CHURCH 
Special Treasurer's Report for 2020 

Bequest Fund * 
Bank Account 

  
Amount 

 Beginning Balance 1/20/2020 
 

2,015.05 
      Interest 

  
$0.38 

      Disbursement (elevator) 
  

-$1,655.95 
 Ending Balance 1/20/2021 

 
$359.48 

 
     RCA Term Savings Certificates 

 
Amount 

    Beginning Balance 12/31/2020 
 

$46,710.53 
    Interest earned 12/31/2020 

 
$919.26 

 
   

$47,629.79 
 

     Fam Value Fund 
  

Amount 
 Beginning Balance 1/1/2020 

 
$129,683.09 

      Dividend, Capital Gains (Reinvested) 
 

$4,526.09 
      Redemption  (General Fund)* 

 
-$10,000.00 

 Ending Balance 12/31/2020 
 

127,344.90 
    *additional spending of $6,000 was approved by Consistory, but put "on hold."   

     
     Endowment Fund*(interest only) 
Bank Account 

  
Amount 

 Beginning Balance 1/20/2020 
 

$5,140.87 
      Receipts 

              Interest 
  

$1.11 
          Dividends, Capital Gains 

  
$403.64 

 Disbursements (photocopier) 4/6/2020 
 

-$3,588.50 
 Ending Balance 1/20/2021 

 
1,957.12 

 
     RCA Term Savings Certificates 

 
Amount 

    Beginning  Balance 
  

$9,145.67 
         Interest Earned (reinvest) 

 
$220.60 

    Ending Balance 
  

$9,366.27 
 

     Fam Equity Income Fund 
  

Amount 
 Beginning Balance 1/1/2020 

 
17,020.53 

      Dividend, Capital Gains (To Savings) 
 

$403.64 
       Dividend reinvested 

  
$6.67 

 Ending Balance 12/31/2020 
 

18,847.49 
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Memorial Fund* 
Bank Account 

  
Amount 

 Beginning Balance 1/20/2020 
 

$10,049.06 
           Interest 12/31/2020 

 
$4.90 

          Contributions 12/14/2020 
 

$500.00 
 Cashed in Savings Certificate 3/30/2020 

 
$5,749.31 

 Withdrawal (parking lot) 10/19/2020 
 

-$15,000.00 
 Ending Balance 1/20/2021 

 
$1,303.27 

 
     RCA Term Savings Certificates 

 
Amount 

    Beginning Balance 12/31/2050 
 

17,093.66 
    Cashed in 2/8/2020 

 
-5,749.31 

    Interest earned (reinvest) 12/31/2020 
 

286.64 
 

   
11,630.99 

 New Ministries Fund* 
Bank Account 

  
Amount 

 Beginning Balance 1/1/2020 
 

$9,835.01 
      Interest 

  
$4.04 

 Ending Balance 12/31/2020 
 

$9,839.05 
 Progress Fund** 

Bank Account 
  

Amount 
 Beginning Balance 1/20/2020 

 
$20,262.92 

      Receipts 
              Interest 
  

$8.28 
          Dividends, Capital Gains 

  
$1,183.46 

    Disbursements to Gen. Fund 
             Operating Expenses 10/18/20 
 

-$10,000.00 
           Good Samaritan Fund 10/18/20 

 
-$3,000.00    

          Parking Lot 10/18/20 
 

-$7,000.00   
Ending Balance 1/20/2021 

 
$1,454.66 

 
     Fam Equity Income Fund 

  
Value 

 Beginning Balance 1/1/2020 
 

$49,109.69  
      Dividend, Capital Gains (To Savings) $1,183.46   
 Ending Balance 12/31/2020 

 
54,359.53 

 
     Sabbatical Fund* 

     Fam Value Fund 
  

Value 
 Beginning Balance 1/1/2020 

 
$44,425.78 

      Dividend, Capital Gains (Reinvested) $924.08 
       Redemption for Parking lot -$20,000.00   

 Ending Balance 12/31/2020 
 

$25,999.64 
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Scholarship Fund*(interest only) 
Bank Account 

    Beginning Balance 1/20/2020 
 

$8,145.14 
      Receipts 

              Interest 
  

$3.06 
          Dividends, Capital Gains 

  
$547.84 

      Disbursements 
              Scholarship 
  

-$2,000.00 
 Ending Balance 1/20/2021 

 
$6,696.04 

 
     RCA Term Savings Certificates 

      Beginning Balance 
  

$5,789.20 
     Earned 

  
$147.79 

     Ending Balance 
  

$5,936.99 
 

     American Fund 
  

Value 
 Beginning Balance 1/1/2019 

 
$10,343.81 

      Dividend, Capital Gains (To Savings) $199.52   
 Ending Balance 12/31/2019 

 
$12,075.31 

 
     Fam Equity Income Fund 

  
Value 

 Beginning Balance 1/1/2019 
 

$13,311.61 
      Dividend, Capital Gains (To Savings) $305.18 

        Reinvestment 
 

$14.96   
 Ending Balance 12/31/2019 

 
$14,752.50 

 Youth Education Fund* 
Bank Account 

  
Amount 

 Beginning Balance 1/1/2019 
 

$1,072.29 
      Receipts 

              Interest 
  

$0.36 
      Disbursements 

              Fowler Scholarship 
  

-$237.50 
 Ending Balance 12/31/2020 

 
$835.15 

 Special Funds Checking 
For use by all special funds.  Value split equally among:  

       Bequest, Endowment, Memorial, New Ministries, Progress, Scholarship, and Youth Education funds.  
Checking Account 

  
Amount 

 
 

Beginning Balance 1/1/2020 
 

$537.76 
 

 
Ending Balance 12/31/2021 

 
$537.76 

 
 

* Consistory approval needed 
**Congregational  approval needed  

 


