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Preaching today: 
Gil Faustel, Elder 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  
called by Christ to glorify God –  

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
                         760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethany.info@verizon.net 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
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Order of Worship 
 

January 3, 2021                          10:00 A.M.       
                                              

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

We Enter God’s Presence    
 
Prelude  
 
Votum 
Sometimes we are caught between our physical needs and our spiritual values; therefore, we 
proclaim:  
Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.  Amen.     
          
Call to Worship  
We come to worship our God, the Lord and Savior of all.   
We come to give praise and thanks to God; with mind, heart, and voice.   
 
Welcome 
 
Opening Hymn  *Hymn 261 (Red)     God of Compassion. . .  
 

God of compassion, in mercy befriend us; 
Giver of grace for our needs all availing,  

Wisdom and strength for each day to thou send us,  
Patience untiring and courage unfailing! 

 
Wandering and lost, thou hast sought us an d found us 

Stilled our rude hearts with Thy word of consoling;  
Wrap now Thy peace like a mantle around us,  

Guarding out thoughts and our passions controlling. 
 

How shall we stray, with Thy hand to direct us,  
Thou who the stars in their courses art guiding? 
What shall we fear with Thy power to protect us 
We who walk forth in Thy greatness confiding? 

 
 
Prayer of Confession:  Let us, together, admit our failures to God.  
  
Lord, early in this New Year, we are reminded how many times we have not done what 
is right.  Forgive us, we pray.  Sometimes we are not repentant for the wrong we do.  
Forgive us, we pray.  Nor do we love You, in contrast to how You have blessed us.  
Forgive us, we pray.  Amen. 
 

(a time of silent reflection) 
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Assurance of Pardon  
 
God does not condemn us, 
But came as the Christ to redeem us.  
Even now, the Holy Spirit works to transform us. 
Praise and thanks be to God! 
 
Instructions for Living  
 
What shall I bring as an offering to God? 
The Lord has shown us what is right:  be merciful, enable justice, humbly obey the 
Lord. 
 
 
*Affirmation of Faith– The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ 
his own Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  
Amen.   
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

We Proclaim God’s Word 
   
Hebrew Scripture    Genesis 4:1-16 
      
Message:    Acceptable Worship 
  

We Respond to God 
 

*Hymn 275 *(Red)            God of our Life 
God of our life, through all the circling years,  

We trust in Thee;  
In all the past, through all our hopes and fears,  

Thy hand we see.  
With each new day, when morning lifts the veil 

We own Thy mercies, Lord, which never fail. 
 

God of the past, our times are in Thy hand; 
With us abide 

Lead us by faith to hope’s true promised land; 
Be Thou our guide. 
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With Thee to bless, the darkness shines as light, 
And faith’s fair vision changes into sight. 

 
God of the coming years, though paths unknown 

We follow Thee; 
When we are strong, Lord, leave us not alone; 

Our refuge be. 
Be Thou for us in life our daily bread, 

Our heart’s true home when all our years have sped. 
 

Joys and Concerns 
 
Our prayers 
 
Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
 
Announcements 

1. The Annual Report, except for financial reports that await January statements, is now 
almost complete.  If you haven’t submitted your report to the Church office, please so do 
ASAP.  Thank you to those who have already answered this call and submitted your 
report! 

 
2. There are now only 2 boxes of 2021 offering envelopes still not delivered!  If you can 

deliver even one of these it will be a neighborly gesture and save Bethany postage.  
Thank you.  

 
 
*Hymn of Parting    298 (Red)    There’s a Wilderness in God’s Mercy  

There’s a wideness in God’s Mercy, like the wideness of the sea;  
There’s a kindness in God’s justice, which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows are more felt than up in heaven;  
There is no place where earth’s failings have such kindly judgment given. 

 
For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind,  

And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 
If our Love were but more faithful, We would gladly trust God’s word;  

And our lives reflect thanksgiving for the goodness of our Load. 
 

*Benediction  
 
May our God, who knows all, protect and guide us,  
We go with the Holy Spirit within us. 
Having worshiped the Creator, the saving Son, and God’s presence with us, 
We go to serve, Amen. 
 
Postlude  
 
 


