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Preaching today: 
Gil Faustel, Elder 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  
called by Christ to glorify God –  

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
                         760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethany.info@verizon.net 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
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Order of Worship 
 

January 10, 2021                          10:00 A.M.       
                                              

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

 

We Enter God’s Presence    
 
Prelude  
 
Votum 
We bring all that we are and have to worship our God, therefore we proclaim:  Our help is in 
the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.  Amen.     
          
Call to Worship  
Come, rejoice, for Christ has saved us, 
We are a redeemed people through Christ’s sacrifice,  
Sing praises to our mighty royal God, 
We are in awe of what God can do for us, 
Give praise and thanksgiving for the gift of the Holy Spirit,  
God forever with us, we come to offer ourselves.   
 
Opening Hymn  *Hymn 483 (Red)     Sing Praise to God. . .  
 

Sing praise to God, who reigns above, The God of all creation, 
The God of power, the God of love, The God of our salvation; 

With healing balm my soul is filled, And every faithless murmur stilled; 
To God all praise and glory! 

 
What God’s almighty power hath made, God’s gracious mercy keepeth;  
By morning glow or evening shade God’s watchful eye ne’er sleepeth;  

Within the kingdom of God’s might, Lo! All is just and all is right: 
To God all praise and glory! 

 
The Lord is never far away, But through all grief distressing,  

An ever present help and stay, Our peace, and joy, and blessing: 
Aw with a mother’s tender hand, God gently leads the chosen band; 

To God all praise and glory! 
 

Thus all my gladsome way along, I sing a loud They praises 
That all may hear the grateful song My voice unwearied raises.   

Be joyful in the Lord, my heart, Both soul and body take your part: 
To God all praise and glory! 

 
Prayer of Confession:  Let us pray together: 
  
Holy Spirit, you are the promise of Christ’s presence with us, yet how often we ignore 
or disregard your efforts to transform our character.  Forgive us, we pray.  When you 
would grant us the power to overcome our struggles, we stubbornly cling to the 
familiar.  Forgive us, we pray.  When you would have us consider others and be helpful 
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to them, we focus on ourselves.  Forgive us, we pray.  In your loving mercy, forgive us, 
we pray.   
 
Assurance of Pardon  
The gift of forgiveness comes from God, not from our own efforts or resolve. 
We accept God’s loving grace through Christ, confirmed by the Holy Spirit, in and with 
us.  Thanks be to the Farther, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen 
 
Instructions for Living Hymn 326 (Red)—Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart 

Spirit of God, descend upon my heart; 
Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move; 

Stoop to my weakness, might as Thou art,  
And make me love Thee as I ought to love. 

 
Hast Thou not bid us love Thee, God and King;  

All, all Thine own:  soul, heart, and strength, and mind?  
I see Thy cross, there teach my heart to cling; 

O let me see Thee, and O let me find! 
 

Teach me to feel that Thou art always nigh;  
Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear,  
To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh;  

Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer. 
 

Teach me to love Thee as Thine angels love,  
One holy passion filling all my frame;  

The baptism of the heaven-descended Dove, 
My heart an altar, and Thy love the flame.   

 
What shall I bring as an offering to God? 
The Lord has shown us what is right:  be merciful, enable justice, humbly obey the 
Lord. 
 
*Affirmation of Faith– The Apostle’s Creed (traditional) 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ 
his own Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; 
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  
Amen.   
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
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We Proclaim God’s Word 
   
Gospel Reading    Luke 24:36-49 
                                         This is the gospel of our Lord. 
                                         Praise be to You, O Christ! 
      
Message:    God’s Promise 
  

We Respond to God 
 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving   316 *(Red)           Breathe On Me, Breath of God 
 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, Fill me with life anew, 
That I may love what Thou dost love, And do what Thou wouldst do. 

 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, Until my heart is pure, 
Until with Thee I will one will, To do and to endure.  

 
Breathe on me, Breath of God, Till I am wholly Thing,  

Until this earthly part of me Glows with Thy fire divine. 
 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, So shall I never die,  
But live with Thee the perfect life Of Thine eternity.   

 
Joys and Concerns 
 
Our prayers 
Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
Announcements 
 

 The Thursday Adult Bible Study group plans to resume meetings in late January. 
 

 Next week our guest pastor will be the Rev. Eric Nichols.  The Rev. Eric L. Nichols is an 
ordained minister in the Reformed Church in America (RCA).  He currently provides pulpit 
supply for the RCA Schenectady Classis.   He received a Master of Divinity degree in 2017 
from Western Theological Seminary, an evangelical ecumenical reformed seminary, where 
he earned an additional certificate in Urban Pastoral Ministry.  He is currently pursuing a 
Credentialed Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Counselor (CASAC) certification at the 
Addictions Care Center of Albany, Inc.  He has completed CPE Summer internship at 
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital (RWJUH) and a unit of chaplain residency at 
Albany Medical Center.  His passion for social justice and multicultural diversity within the 
church led him to become a member of the planning team for RCA Mass Incarceration 
Denominational Meeting to help increase awareness of criminal justice system and 
participation in Missional Mosaic Cultural Agility Learning Community to assist 
congregations to live more fully into the Biblical vision of shalom and human hope of the 
beloved community.  His many life experiences have enabled him to provide pastoral care 
and show concern for individuals from all walks of life. 
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*Hymn of Parting    384 (Red)    O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go 
 

O love that wilt not let me go, I rest my weary soul in Thee;  
I give Thee back the life I owe, That in Thine ocean depths its flow  

May richer fuller be. 
 

O light that followest all my way, I yield my flickering torch to Thee; 
My heart restores its borrowed ray, That in Thy sunshine’s blaze its day 

May brighter, fairer be. 
 

O joy that sleekest me through pain, I cannot close my heart ot Thee; 
I grace the rainbow through the rain And feel the promise is not vain 

That morn shall tearless be. 
 

O cross that liftest up my head, I dare not ask to fly from Thee;  
I lay in dust life’s glory dead, And from the ground there blossoms red 

Life that shall endless be. 
 

*Benediction  
 
We go, praising God’s presence in our lives, 
God will never abandon us. 
We go, confident and encouraged, and all God’s people say 
Amen 
 
Postlude  
 
 


