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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  
called by Christ to glorify God –  

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 
  

January 17, 2021      10:00 A.M.                 
*Means rise in body or spirit 

Bold print for congregational response 
God does not call the qualified; God qualifies the called. 

 

We Enter God’s Presence 
Prelude   
 
Voltum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.                   
 
Call to Worship – based on Psalm 139:1-6 (Message Trans.) 
God, investigate my life; get all the facts firsthand. 
I’m an open book to you; even from a distance, you know what I’m 
thinking. 
You know when I leave and when I get back; I’m never out of your sight. 
You know everything I’m going to say before I start the first sentence. 
I look behind me and you’re there, 
then up ahead and you’re there, too— 
your reassuring presence, coming and going. 
This is too much, too wonderful—I can’t take it all in! 
Let us worship our all-knowing God! 
 
Welcome  
 
*Hymn of Gathering 487 (Red)    When Morning Gilds the Skies 
 

When morning gilds the skies, 
My heart awaking cries: 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 
Alike at work and prayer, 

To Jesus I repair; 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Does sadness fill my mind? 
A solace here I find, 

May Jesus Christ be praised! 
Or fades my earthly bliss? 

My comfort still is this, 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Let earth’s wide circle round 
In joyful notes resound 

May Jesus Christ be praised:   
Let air and sea and sky 

From depth to height reply: 
May Jesus Christ be praised.  



 
Be this, while life is mine,  

My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 

Be this the eternal song 
Through all the ages long: 

May Jesus Christ be praised!  
 

 
Invocation 
Gracious God, You have come once again with the saving love in Jesus Christ.  Help 
us to come to you just as we are.  Open us to receive Your blessing.  Move us 
during this time of heartfelt celebration and praise of your love among us.  Hear us 
as we pray our prayer of corporate confession.  .  . 
 
Prayer of Confession  
Loving God, we know Your voice calls us, and we should go. But often we 
listen instead to many other voices: the ones that say “Stay quiet,” the 
ones that urge “Me alone,” or the ones that mock “You are not worthy.”  
Forgive us the times that we stray. Give us ears to hear Your voice above 
all others. Then grant us the courage to respond to that call.  Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on Galatians 1:3-5 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Creator and the Lord  
Jesus Christ, 
who gave himself for our sins to set us free from the  
present evil age. 
This was all accomplished according to the will of our God to whom be the glory 
forever and ever.  Receive the good news, in the name of Jesus the Christ,  
our sins are forgiven.  Amen. 
    
Instructions for Living – Micah 6:8 
 
God has shown us what is good. And what does the LORD  
require? 
That we do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.  
 
*Affirmation of Faith –*Excerpt from the Belhar Confession  
We believe: 
 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
 
That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of 
Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, 
yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: 
one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain;  
 



That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that 
separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which 
Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which  
threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted. 
  
*Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen, Amen.   
  

 
We Proclaim God’s Word 

Prayer of Illumination   
Gospel Reading         John 1:43-51 
                     

 This is the Gospel of our Lord!   
Praise be to You, O Christ!  

 
Message:   An Epiphany   
 
Prayer of Blessing 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving  332(Red)                       Live Into Hope 
 

Live into hope of captive freed,  
O sight regained the end of greed.   

The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God’s own jubilee! 

 
Live into hope the blind shall see 

With insight and with clarity,  
Removing shades of pride and fear— 

A vision of our God brought near. 
 

Live into hope of liberty,  
The right to speak, the right to be,  
The right to have one’s daily bread,  
To hear God’s word and thus be fed. 

 
Live into hope of captives freed 

From chains of fear of want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 

To faith and hope and you and peace 
We Respond to God 

   
 
Joys and Concerns 
Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
 
 



Announcements 

 The February church newsletter will be distributed early to include 
advertising for the February 24 Brook BBQ.  Please send all articles you 
wish to be included in the newsletter by Friday, January 22 to 
bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

 The 2021 Bethany Consistory will meet today after the service in the 
Errong Room.   

 Preaching next week will the Rev. Kent Busman.  The Rev. Busman was 
born and raised in Coopersville, Michigan and graduated from Hope 
College in nearby Holland, Michigan.   He has a master of divinity degree 
from New Brunswick Theological Seminary in New Jersey and is an ordained 
minister in the Reformed Church of America. The father of 4 very 
accomplished children, he is an a storyteller, visionary, canoe enthusiast, 
lover of the outdoors and has been the director of Camp Fowler, A Christian 
camp in the Adirondacks, for 34 years.   

 
*Hymn of Parting 482 (Red)     Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty  
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

Come, all who hear; now to his temple draw near, 
Join me in glad adoration. 

 
Praise to the Lord, above all things so wondrously reigning; 

Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 
Hast thou not seen How thy desires e’er have been 

Granted in what He ordaineth? 
 

Praise ye the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 

Let the amen Sound from His people again; 
Gladly for aye we adore Him. 

 
*Benediction  
We have been blessed with eyes that see and ears that hear. 
We go out to be God’s hands and feet. 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name  
of God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.   And  
all God’s people say, 
Amen! 
 
Postlude        
 


