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Order of Worship 
  

January 24, 2021          10:00 A.M.                
*Means rise in body or spirit 

Bold print for congregational response 
God does not call the qualified; God qualifies the called. 

  
We Enter God’s Presence 

Prelude        
  
Votum 
 
It is good when we gather "together", wherever we may be, that we remember 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of the heavens and earth. 
  
Call to Worship – based on Psalm 62 

For God alone my soul in silence waits;  truly, my hope is in God. 
God alone is my rock and my salvation, my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken. 
 In God is my safety and my honor;  God is my strong rock and my refuge. 
Put your trust in him always, O people, pour out your hearts before him, for God is our 
refuge.  
 
Welcome 
  
*Hymn of Gathering  455 (Red) All Creature of Our God and King 
 

 
All creatures of our God and King,  

Lift up your voice and with us sing,  
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Thou burning sun with golden beam,  
Thou silver moon with softer gleam,  
Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Thou rushing wind that art so strong,  
Ye clouds that sail in heaven along,  

O sing ye! Alleluia! 
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, 
Ye lights of evening, find a voice! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Thou flowing water, pure and clear, 
Make music for thy Lord to hear, 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Thou fire so masterful and bright,  

That givest us both warmth and light, 
 Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 
 



Thou fertile earth, that day by day] 
Unfoldest blessings on your way, 

O sing ye!  Alleluia! 
The flowers and fruits that in thee grow,  

Let them God’s glory also show! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 
Prayer of Confession (based on Mark 1) 
 

After John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 
believe in the good news.” 
Lord, we live our days as though we are not in the presence of your kingdom. 
We neglect to turn around and believe your presence in this world. 
As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting 
a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I 
will make you fish for people.” And immediately they left their nets and followed him. As 
he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in 
their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father 
Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
Forgive us for not heeding your call to proclaim the good news, following you 
and gathering in our neighbors and world into your net of love and 
forgiveness.  
  
Assurance of Pardon – Ephesians 2:4-5 & Mary Oliver's "Wild Geese" 
 
But because of his great love for us,  
God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions— 
It is by grace you have been saved.  
 
(Mary Oliver's poem, "Wild Geese") 
 

You do not have to be good. 
You do not have to walk on your knees 
for a hundred miles through the desert repenting. 
You only have to let the soft animal of your body 
love what it loves. 
Tell me about despair, yours, and I will tell you mine. 
Meanwhile the world goes on. 
Meanwhile the sun and the clear pebbles of the rain 
are moving across the landscapes, 
over the prairies and the deep trees, 
the mountains and the rivers. 
Meanwhile the wild geese, high in the clean blue air, 
are heading home again. 
Whoever you are, no matter how lonely, 



the world offers itself to your imagination, 
calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting - 
over and over announcing your place 
in the family of things. 

 
   
Instructions for Living  
 

Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of 
them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: “Teacher, which is the 
greatest commandment in the Law?”  Jesus replied: 
Love the Lord your God will all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.  
This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 
Love your neighbor as yourself. 
All the law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments. 
  
 
*Affirmation of Faith –Apostles Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus 
Christ his own Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.   
 
*Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen, Amen. 
  

We Proclaim God’s Word 
 
Prayer of Illumination  
 
Psalm Reading                          Psalm: 72 
Gospel Reading                         Luke 4: 16-21 

                    
 This is the Gospel of our Lord!  
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

  
Message:              Hail to the Chief 

  
Prayer of Blessing 
  
*Hymn of Thanksgiving  426  Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak 



 
Lord, speak to me, that I may speak 

In living echoes of Thy tone;  
As Thou hast sought, so let me seek 
Thine erring children lost and lone. 

 
O lead me, Lord, that I may lead  

The wandering and the wavering feet;  
O feed me, Lord, that I may feed 

Thy hungering ones with manna sweet. 
 

O teach me, Lord, that I may teach 
The precious things Thou dost impart; 

And wing my words, that they may reach 
The hidden depths of many a heart. 

 
O fill me with Thy fullness, Lord, 

Until my very heart o’er flow 
In kindling thought and glowing word,  
They love to tell, Thy praise to show.   

 
O use me, Lord, use even me, 

Just as Thou wilt, and when, and where; 
Until Thy blessed face I see, 

They rest, Thy joy, Thy glory shard. 
 
 
 

We Respond to God 
                 
Joys and Concerns 
 
Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
Announcements 
 

 February newsletters have been mailed early to make sure you set aside time to help with 
the Brooks BBQ on February 24.  If you can breathe, you can help—make brownies, 
wash/wrap potatoes, make coleslaw, make change, bag dinners, take orders, deliver 
orders, restock serving trays, set-up, clean up, put out signs, direct traffic flow for cars 
and volunteers, etc.  Social distancing and COVID guidelines are followed, so here is a 
chance to get out of the house and do something different!   

 For the following weeks our guest pastor will be the Rev. Eric Nichols.  The Rev. Eric L. 
Nichols is an ordained minister in the Reformed Church in America (RCA).  He currently 
provides pulpit supply for the RCA Schenectady Classis.   He received a Master of Divinity 
degree in 2017 from Western Theological Seminary, an evangelical ecumenical reformed 
seminary, where he earned an additional certificate in Urban Pastoral Ministry.  He is 
currently pursuing a Credentialed Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Counselor (CASAC) 
certification at the Addictions Care Center of Albany, Inc.  He has completed CPE Summer 



internship at Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital (RWJUH) and a unit of chaplain 
residency at Albany Medical Center.  His passion for social justice and multicultural 
diversity within the church led him to become a member of the planning team for RCA 
Mass Incarceration Denominational Meeting to help increase awareness of criminal justice 
system and participation in Missional Mosaic Cultural Agility Learning Community to assist 
congregations to live more fully into the Biblical vision of shalom and human hope of the 
beloved community.  His many life experiences have enabled him to provide pastoral care 
and show concern for individuals from all walks of life. 
 

*Hymn of Parting            361 (Red)  How Firm a Foundation 
 

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in God’s excellent Word! 

What more can be said than to you God hath said, 
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

 
“Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed, 
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand. 

 
“When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 

For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;  
For I will be near thee, they troubles to bless, 

And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 
 

“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 
My grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply; 
The flames shall not hurt thee; I only design 

They dross to consume, and they gold to refine. 
 

“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 
I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 

That soul, though all hell shall endeavor to shake, 
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.”   

 
 
*Benediction 
 
 
 

 
  
“I wish it need not have happened in my time," said Frodo. 
"So do I," said Gandalf, "and so do all who live to see such times. But that is not for them to decide. All we have to 
decide is what to do with the time that is given us.” 

J.R.R. Tolkien 
 


