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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  
called by Christ to glorify God –  

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 
  

January 31, 2021      10:00 A.M.                 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

God does not call the qualified; God qualifies the called. 
 

We Enter God’s Presence 
Prelude   
 
Voltum 
 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.    
 
Call to Worship – based on Mark 1:21-28 
 
As a people, as a group, as a community of faith— 
we gather in this place. 
To listen, 
to speak, 
to worship, 
to pray, 
to be with God because we know— 
It is out of God’s love, that we live.  Alleluia! 
 
 
*Hymn of Gathering  420 (Red)   God of Grace and God of Glory 
 
 

God of grace and God of glory, 
on thy people pour thy pow’r. 

Crown thine ancient church’s story, 
bring its bud to glorious flow’r. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the facing of this hour, 
for the facing of this hour. 

 
 

Lo! the hosts of evil round us 
scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us, 
free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

for the living of these days, 
for the living of these days. 



 
Cure thy children’s warring madness; 

bend our pride to thy control; 
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal, 
lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal. 

 
Set our feet on lofty places;  

Gird our lives that they may be 
Armored with all Christ like graces, 

Pledged to set all captives free,  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  

that we fail not them nor Thee,   
that we fail not them nor Thee! 

 
 
Invocation 
 
Speak with authority in our lives, Christ. Speak to us, and to what is in us, so that 
we might be whole. Speak to us,with love,with hope, and with strength, so that we 
might hear you, and know, deep inside, that we are your people, and that you are 
our God. 
Let it be so. 
  
Prayer of Confession  
 
We think we know so much, O God, and with our meager knowledge we 
presume to judge others. We arrogantly announce our own righteousness 
without a compassionate thought. We proclaim your word when it suits us 
and often only to those with whom we want to associate. We shut others 
out because of our faulty judgment and our blindness. There have been so 
many times in which our humble help would have been a blessing to 
someone, but we have placed our comforts before serving others. In the 
competing voices of today’s world, we have turned around and around, 
trying to find the way to live. Help us, merciful God, to again listen to you. 
Help us to truly open our hearts to you. Remind us again of your great love 
and presence in our lives. Forgive us our foolishness and our stubbornness. 
Create in us new spirits, filled with your love, offering peace and hope to 
all. In Jesus’ Name we pray. AMEN. 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on Psalm 145:18-19 
 
The Lord is near to all who call on him, 
to all who call on him in truth. 
He fulfills the desire of all who fear him; 
He also hears their cry, and saves them 



We Proclaim God’s Word 
 

Prayer of Illumination 
 
Gracious God, as we turn to your Word for us, may the Spirit of God rest 
upon us. Help us to be steadfast in our hearing, in our speaking, in our 
believing, and in our living. Amen. 
 
The New Testament Reading                       Mark 1: 21-28  
 
Sermon Message                     "Ultimate Authority." 
 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving   326 (Red)      Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart 
 

Spirit of God, who dwells within my heart, 
wean it from sin, through all its pulses move. 

Stoop to my weakness, mighty as you are, 
and make me love Thee as I ought to love. 

 
Hast Thou not bid us love Thee, God and King; 

All, all Thine own:  soul, heart, and strength, and mind? 
I see Thy cross, there teach my heart to cling. 

O let me seek Thee, and O let me find! 
 

Teach me to feel that Thou are always nigh; 
teach me the struggles of the soul to bear, 
to check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh; 

teach me the patience of unceasing prayer. 
 

Teach me to love Thee as Thine angels love, 
one holy passion filling all my frame: 

the baptism of the heaven-descended Dove; 
my heart an altar, and Thy love the flame. 

 
Joys and Concerns 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
 
Announcements 

 The next Assembly of the Capital Area Council of Churches will be held 
virtually on February 9 at 6:30 PM. Each member congregation is encouraged 
to register their clergy and one or two members of the congregation.  
Attendees do not have to be Consistory members. The Assembly will begin 
with a brief business meeting that will be followed by small group discussions 
on the work God might be calling us to do in the months and years to come.  
To register, please go to:   https://bit.ly/3h8X0yoAssembly 



 Bethany’s Brooks BBQ is coming on February 24.  Mark your calendars to join 
in the fellowship and enjoy a night off from cooking! 

 Think ahead to send a Valentine’s Day card to one of our regular members 
who do not feel safe attending regular in-person services, or are not 
comfortable or able to use Zoom to attend virtually.  Wish them well and 
remind them they are part of Bethany’s “family” and are sorely missed.    
 

*Hymn of Parting     #281 (Red)    Guide Me, Oh Thou Great Jehovah 

 
Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, 
pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
hold me with Thy powerful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
Feed me till I want no more, 
Feed me till I want no more. 

 
Open now the crystal fountain, 

whence the healing stream doth flow. 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 

lead me all my journey through. 
Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer, 

Be Thou still my strength and shield, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

bid my anxious fears subside. 
Death of death, and hell's Destruction, 

land me safe on Canaan's side. 
Songs of praises, songs of praises 

I will ever give to Thee, 
I will ever give to Thee. 

 
*Benediction 
 
 


