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Order of Worship 
 
 February 7, 2021 
 

We Enter God’s Presence 
 

Prelude   
 
Votum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that:  
Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and 
earth.    Amen.    
 
Call to Worship – based on 1 Chronicles 16:10-12 
Glory in his holy name; 
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 
Seek the LORD and his strength; 
seek his presence continually! 
Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 
his miracles and the judgments he uttered. 
 
*Opening Hymn                #469 (Red)      Morning Has Broken 
 

Morning has broken Like the first morning, 
Blackbird has spoken Like the first bird. 

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 
Praise for them springing Fresh from the Word! 

 
Sweet the rain’s new fall Sunlit from Heaven, 

Like the first dewfall On the first grass. 
Praise for the sweetness Of the wet garden, 

Sprung in completeness Where God’s feet pass. 
 

Mine is the sunlight, Mine is the morning, 
Born of the one light Eden saw play. 

Praise with elation, Praise every morning, 
God’s re-creation Of the new day! 

 
    
Invocation 
As we stand in awe of your goodness and mercy today, we come before you with 
grateful thanks and with hearts that long to adore you and worship only you. Lord, 
may we know the presence of the Holy Spirit here with us today. May we be open 
to your leading, sensitive to you speaking and alert to your calling. May our hearts 
overflow with thanksgiving and our mouths proclaim your everlasting greatness. In 
the wonderful name of Jesus we pray, Amen. 



  
Prayer of Confession  
Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger and abundant in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
Nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
As far as the east is from the west, 
So far he removes our transgressions from us. 
 

*Affirmation of Faith –*Excerpt from the Belhar Confession  
We believe: 
 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
 
That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of 
Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, 
yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: 
one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain;  
 
That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that 
separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which 
Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which  
threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted. 
  
*Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen, Amen.   
 

 
 
 



Prayer of Illumination   
 

Lord Jesus, let us reflect on your contemplative and conquering spirit. Far from 
being two extremes, they are united in your one love for the Father and all 
people. May we discover a unity of life in loving through prayer and action. 
Amen. 

 

The New Testament Reading    Mark 1:29-39 

      This is the gospel of our Lord, 
      Thanks be to You, O Christ! 
    

Sermon Message    “What’s Your Calling?” 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving              #394   (Red)  There is a Balm in Gilead 

Refrain: 
There is a balm in Gilead 

to make the wounded whole, 
there is a balm in Gilead 
to heal the sin-sick soul. 

Sometimes I feel discouraged 
and think my work's in vain, 

but then the Holy Spirit 
revives my soul again. Refrain 

If you cannot preach like Peter, 
if you cannot pray like Paul, 
you can tell the love of Jesus 

and say, "He died for all." Refrain  

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 The Brooks BBQ is a particularly important fundraiser for Bethany during this 
time of social distancing.  Please let Wendy know how you plan to help or ask 
her what you can do to help on February 24 to make this event a success.  If 
you can’t help, perhaps you could recruit a relative or neighbor to join the 
fun, because, after being isolated by social distancing, it seems like a treat to 
be in the hustle and bustle of people working together for a common cause.  
CDC guidelines are observed and masks are required. 

 
 



 The Consistory is still looking for more volunteers to take on the hard, but 
very fulfilling task, of searching for the next minister.   While some 
volunteers have come forth, the Consistory is still waiting for YOU.  This is 
your change to have a lasting legacy, without spending a dime.  Where will 
the future take the church—you can help decide.  This is not a Consistory 
decision, but yours.  Please see any Consistory member to volunteer for the 
Search Committee or get any additional questions answered.  The sooner the 
Search Committee is finalized, the sooner the search can begin.     

 Looking for something to do?  Founded in 1852, Albany Guardian Society, 
located in Albany, New York, is one of the region’s oldest charitable 
foundations. Its mission is to engage in a wide range of activities including 
education, research, information, and community engagement that will 
improve the quality life for seniors, their families, and caregivers.  Some of 
their current programs (all free) include over 125 educational classes through 
their AGS Institute, community forums, a “Senior Housing Options” directory, 
a “Senior Transportation Options” directory, and support of the “Village” 
movement in the Capital Region.  Check them out at 
http://www.albanyguardiansociety.org/  

 

*Hymn of Parting            #77    (Green)   I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

I want to walk as a child of the light; I want to follow Jesus. 
God set the stars to give light to the world; the star of my life is Jesus. 
In him there is no darkness at all; the night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God; shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 
I want to see to see the brightness of God; I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path, and show me the way to the 
Father. 

In him there is no darkness at all; the night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God; shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 
I’m looking for the coming of Christ; I want to be with Jesus.   

When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus. 
In him there is no darkness at all; the night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God; shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

*Benediction 


