
 

Preaching today: 
The Rev. Eric Nichols 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 

2021 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  
called by Christ to glorify God –  

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
                         760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998] 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrca.org 
  



Order of Worship 
February 14, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
(Inspired by Mark 9: 2-9) 

  
Votum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.    
  
Call to worship 

God touches the world, 
and the world changes. 

God touches us, 
and we are transformed. 

 
In the brightest of day, 

in the deepest of night, 
on mountain, 

in valley, 
everywhere. 

 
In this time, together, 

we invite God 
to open our eyes 

to the transformation 
of our lives. 

  
And through the change – 

we worship God. 
Alleluia! 

 

*Opening Hymn      # 85   (Red)     What Wondrous Love Is This 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul? 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul? 

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
to bear the heavy cross for my soul, for my soul, 

to bear the heavy cross for my soul? 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing, 
to God and to the Lamb I will sing, 

to God and to the Lamb who is the great I Am, 
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 

while millions join the theme, I will sing. 



And when from death I’m free I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, 

and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be, 
and through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 

and through eternity I’ll sing on. 

 
Invocation 
 
Reveal your presence to us this day, O God of light, love, and glory. 
As you did to your servants at the foot of the mountain, send your Spirit to 
show us your story. 
May the brilliance of your face illuminate this place as we dare to proclaim 
your Word  
and may we, your people, be never unable to tell all of that we have heard. 
 

Prayer of Confession for Transfiguration (inspired by Mark 9: 2-9) 
Let us confess our sins to Almighty God. Let us pray. 
  
Forgive us, God, when we linger too long by the waters, 
and on the mountain tops, 
enthralled with the glory that flows from you. 
When we fail to listen to your voice, leading and guiding us, 
and send us forward endowed with your power.   Amen. 
  
Assurance of Pardon – based on John 3:16-17 
For God so love the world that he gave his only son, 
So that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
But may have eternal life. 
Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, 
But in order that the world might be saved through him. 
 
Believe this gospel and go forth to live in peace. Amen 
  
 
 
Let us confess our Christian faith using the Apostle Creed 
 
*Affirmation of Faith based on the Apostle Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of Heaven and earth; 
 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried. 



He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
The Holy Church, 
The communion of saints, 
The forgiveness of sins, 
The resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen, Amen.   
 

Prayer of Illumination  

Guide us O Lord, 
By your word and Holy Spirit, 
That in your light we may see light, 
In your faith find freedom, 
And in your will discover peace, 

         Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

The New Testament Reading   Mark 9:2-9 

      This is the gospel of our Lord, 
      Thanks be to You, O Christ! 
   
Sermon Message    “Transformation” 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving                    When Love Is Found (not in hymn book) 
 

When love is found, and hope comes home 
Sing and be glad that two are one 

When love explodes and fills the sky 
Praise God and share our maker’s joy. 

 
When love has flower’d in trust and care 
Build both each day, that love may dare 

To reach beyond homes warmth and light 
To serve and strive for truth and right. 



 
When love is tired, as loved ones change 

Hold still to hope, though all seems strange 
’Til ease returns and love grows wise 

Through listening ears and open’d eyes. 
 

Praise God for love, praise God for life 
In age or youth, in calm or strife 

Lift up your hearts!   Let love be fed 
Through death and life in broken bread. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

Announcements 

 The Brooks BBQ is almost here.  If you haven’t yet found a way to help, ask 
Wendy for advice or start looking for brownie mixes on sale.  If you’ve had a 
COVID vaccination, wonderful, but the work crew is practicing social 
distancing and specializes in making “work” a fun experience while still 
keeping you safe.  Laugh, joke, and “almost” feel normal.  Join us! 

 February is a short month, so by next Friday (February 26) the newsletter 
will have to be completed.  Please send anything you would like including in 
the newsletter to the church office at Bethanyrca.org@gmail.com.  Thank 
you.   

 Benjamin Franklin wrote in 1789 . . . “in this world nothing can be said to be 
certain, except death and taxes.”  If Jesus could conquer the first one, 
Bethany can conquer the second one.  Each year the Classis assesses (taxes) 
each congregation based on the number of members.  With COVID still 
affecting our ability to worship together and the ability of groups that rented 
space from Bethany from meeting, members’ help with paying their 
individual assessments either in a lump sum, in installments, or by adding 
the cost to their pledge would be greatly appreciated.  This year, the per 
member cost is $____.  This membership provides Bethany the guidance and 
protection of Classis and access to services such as the supervisor of our 
Consistory during this time without a pastor, access to potential pastors, and 
access to guest ministers and preachers.  If you have been blessed with the 
resources to weather this storm, you help in meeting this request would be 
greatly appreciated. 

 



*Hymn of Parting          #376  (Red)     Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

Love divine, all loves excelling,  
joy of heav’n, to earth come down, 

fix in us thy humble dwelling,  
all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion,  
pure, unbounded love thou art. 

Visit us with thy salvation; 
enter ev'ry trembling heart. 

Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit 
into ev’ry troubled breast. 
Let us all in thee inherit,  

let us find the promised rest. 
Take away the love of sinning;  

Alpha and Omega be. 
End of faith, as its beginning,  

set our hearts at liberty. 

Come, Almighty, to deliver,  
let us all thy life receive. 

Suddenly return, and never,  
nevermore they temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing,  
serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee without ceasing,  
glory in thy perfect love. 

Finish, then, thy new creation;  
true and spotless let us be. 

Let us see thy great salvation  
perfectly restored in thee. 

Changed from glory into glory,  
till in heav’n we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee,  
lost in wonder, love and praise. 

 

*Benediction 


