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serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 

February 21, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 
Lead us in Your truth, O Lord, that we may forever proclaim:  
Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made  
heaven and earth. Amen.                   
 
Extinguishing the Light 
This is the first Sunday of Lent.  During Lent, we are increasingly aware of the 
coming darkness that ends in Jesus’ death.  These were days of: 
Rejection, Suffering, Conflict and Betrayal. 
Lent ends with the extinguishing of the light of the Christ  
candle that was lit at Christmas. 
We mark the passage of time as we draw closer to the week of Passion of 
our Lord. 
[First candle is extinguished.] 
    
*Opening Hymn   #77 (Red)    Forty Days and Forty Nights 
 

Forty days and forty nights 
You were fasting in the wild; 
Forty days and forty nights 
Tempted, and yet undefiled. 

 
Shall not we Your sorrow share 
And from worldly joys abstain, 
Fasting with unceasing prayer, 
Strong with You to suffer pain? 

 
Then, if Satan on us press, 

Flesh or spirit to assail, 
Victor in the wilderness, 

Grant we may not faint nor fail! 
 



So shall we have peace divine; 
Holier gladness ours shall be. 

'Round us, too, shall angels shine, 
Such as served You faithfully. 

 
Keep, O keep us, Savior dear, 
Ever constant by Your side, 

That with You we may appear 
At the eternal Eastertide. 

 
  
Invocation 
Your Word reveals to us a simple truth, that sin entered this world 
through human folly in believing we could be like you, 
and permeated history through envy, selfishness and greed. 
Yet sin, which holds us tight within its grasp 
cannot resist a heart that is touched by your grace through Jesus Christ, 
cannot contend with Living Water pouring into hearts and souls. 
Your Word reveals to us a simple truth, that sin is defeated 
and we can become the people we were always meant to be, 
by your grace through Jesus Christ. 
 
Prayer of Confession  
Let us confess our sins to Almighty God.  Let us pray.   
Holy One, we confess that though we know right from wrong, we fail to 
listen to the One who alone can lead us safely through all the temptations 
of this world. We are besieged by the voices of the world, by the assaulting 
of powers that tempt us to buy what we do not need, and to prove our 
power by exerting it over others.  To our sorrow, we learn that pride in our 
own ability to resist only makes us more helpless. We confess the sin of 
our wandering and willfulness. Forgive us, we pray.  Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon– Ephesians 1:7-8a   
In Christ we have redemption through his blood,  
the forgiveness of our sins, according to the riches of his grace  
that he lavishes on us.  Thanks be to God!   
Believe this gospel and go forth to live in peace. Amen 
 
Instructions for Living – Galatians 5:13-14 
For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters,  
only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence; 
but through love become slaves to one another. 
For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, 
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 

 
 



*Affirmation of Faith– Our Song of Hope 
We hear the Spirit's call to love one another opposing discrimination of 
race or sex, inviting us to accept one another, and to share at every level in 
work and play, in church and state, in marriage and family, and so fulfill 
the love of Christ.  Amen. 
  
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen, Amen.   
 
   
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Un-stop our ears, God.  Help us hear Christ speaking your Truth so it will guide our 
lives and change our hearts.  Teach us that we may follow you more faithfully each 
day. AMEN    
 
New Testament Reading from the Gospel:  Mark 1:9-15 
 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John 
in the Jordan.  And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” And the Spirit 
immediately drove him out into the wilderness.  He was in the wilderness forty 
days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on 
him. 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news.” 

      
This is the Gospel of our Lord,  

              Thanks be to you, O Christ! 
 
Sermon Message     
 

*Hymn                      #80  (Red) Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley 
 
 

Jesus walked this lonesome valley; 
He had to walk it by himself. 

Oh, nobody else could walk it for him; 
He had to walk it by himself. 

We must walk this lonesome valley; 
We have to walk it by ourselves. 



Oh, nobody else can walk it for us; 
We have to walk it by ourselves. 

You must go and stand your trial; 
You have to stand it by yourself. 

Oh, nobody else can stand it for you; 
You have to stand it by yourself. 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements   
 The Brook BBQ in finally here and we need your help.  Please sign up to 

volunteer and if you are uncertain how you can help, see Wendy.  If you plan 
to bring brownies, please add your name to the list of bakers—some years 
we don’t have enough brownies and workers are pulled from the event to 
cook, while other years we have dozens and dozens of brownies left over.  
With less staff and more customers, we have to use our resources efficiently.  
Hope to see you on Wednesday, February 24 from 3-6 for the actual event, 
or sooner (some volunteer help is needed on Tuesday).  We have fun, we will 
be following CDC guidelines and we need YOU.  Thanks. 

 Did you know many churches still have not opened their doors for “live” 
services?  Did you know that Bethany was one of the first to have live 
services after the “shut down,” and we continue to have about 14 at the live 
services, 10 at the Zoom service, and about 10 at the Informal 8:15 Zoom 
service every week?  Bethany has done that with limited resources and a 
membership of only about 42.  If you are a member and would like to help 
Bethany continue their ground breaking service, please consider paying the 
Classis assessment of $103.84 per member so that money doesn’t have to 
come out of Bethany’s very tight budget, limited by the contraction of live 
attendance numbers, decreased rental income for groups that also cannot 
meet, and repairs and updates that had to be made to the physical plant.  
Thank you.  

 All newsletter articles should be sent to, or dropped off at, the church office 
by Wednesday—just another reason to come to the Brooks BBQ.  
 

*Hymn of Parting  #87  The Glory of These Forty Days 
 

The glory of these forty days 
we celebrate with songs of praise, 

for Christ, by whom all things were made, 
himself has fasted and has prayed. 

Alone and fasting Moses saw 
the loving God who gave the law. 

And to Elijah, fasting, came 
the steed and chariots of flame. 



So Daniel trained his mystic sight, 
delivered from the lion’s might. 

And John, the Savior’s friend, became 
the herald of Messiah’s name. 

Then grant, O God, that we may, too, 
return in fast and prayer to you. 

Our spirits strengthen with your grace, 
and give us joy to see your face. 

*Benediction  
May God shield you from temptation so that you may be a shield for others. 
We go out by the Holy Spirit that we may shine as beacons drawing others 
to Christ.  
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name of God the Creator, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. And all God’s people say, 
Amen! 
 


