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Order of Worship 
February 28, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
Votum 
Sometimes our greatest enemy is fear, therefore, we proclaim:  
Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made  
heaven and earth. Amen.                 
 
 
Extinguishing the Light 
This is the second Sunday of Lent.  The darkness is coming and we are afraid.   
Afraid we are not good enough; afraid we have not worked hard enough. 
Sometimes, we lose what we thought we could not live without; and, are surprised when 
life goes on. 
It is then that we discover God, always faithful and can always be trusted. 
We extinguish two candles, proclaiming that no fear or darkness can overcome the 
Light of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn    #356  (Red)    Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 

Come, thou Fount of every blessing, 
tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it 
mount of God's unchanging love. 

 
Here I raise my Ebenezer; 

hither by thy help I've come; 
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 

safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
wandering from the fold of God; 
he, to rescue me from danger, 

bought me with his precious blood. 
 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let thy grace now, like a fetter, 
bind my wandering heart to thee: 



prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 
prone to leave the God I love; 

here's my heart, O take and seal it; 
seal it for thy courts above.  

Invocation 
Thank you that we can bring to your feet all the hurts and fears that trouble us 
and leave them there knowing that your strength and assurance are all that we require 
Thank you that as we draw near in worship we are transported from a world of concerns 
and fears to a place where we can be at peace in your presence find healing, 
wholeness and refreshment.  Thank you Lord God for the opportunity of worship 
 
Prayer of Confession  
We confess to You, O God, our fears come from many different sources:  
the criticism of others, the uncertainty of our times, the hardships that veil our 
eyes from your loving purpose, our own sin and failure, and the evils of terror and 
war threaten to undo us. Too often we give into fear, despairing, and acting as if 
you have abandoned us. Forgive us, God. May your Spirit renew our faith and 
courage. May we live faithfully, not fearfully. This we ask in the name of Christ, 
who is our hope now and for all times to come. Amen.     
 
(Period of silent confession.)    
 
Assurance of Pardon   
This saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance; Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners. 
He bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that free from sins, we live by 
righteousness.   
By his wounds we are healed.  
We believe this good news and will live in peace. 
 

Instructions for Living and Affirmation of Faith–(Belhar Confession) 
We believe: 
 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another;  
 
That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus 
Christ; That through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, 
yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought:  
one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain;  
 
That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that separation, 
enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which Christ has 
already conquered, and accordingly that anything which threatens this unity may 
have no place in the church and must be resisted.  Amen 
 
 
 



*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end.  Amen, Amen.   

 

Prayer of Illumination 
Holy Spirit, open our hearts to receive your Word, reveal to us the good news, and 
enable us to trust in the promise of salvation in Jesus Christ. AMEN    
 
 
New Testament Reading from the Gospel:   Mark 8:31-38 
 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be 
killed, and after three days rise again.  He said all this quite openly. And Peter took 
him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he 
rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not 
on divine things but on human things.” 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me.  For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 
for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them 
to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?  Indeed, what can they give in return 
for their life?  Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous 
and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes 
in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

  
This is the Gospel of our Lord,  

              Thanks be to you, O Christ! 
 

Sermon Message        “Lost and Found”  
 

*Hymn              # 357  (Red)      O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee 

O Master, let me walk with thee  
In lowly paths of service free;  

Tell me thy secret, help me bear  
The strain of toil, the fret of care.  

Help me the slow of heart to move  
By some clear, winning word of love;  
Teach me the wayward feet to stay,  

And guide them in the homeward way.  

Teach me thy patience; still with thee  
In closer, dearer company,  

In work that keeps faith sweet and strong,  
In trust that triumphs over wrong.  



In hope that sends a shining ray  
Far down the future's broad'ning way,  

In peace that only thou canst give, 
With thee, O Master, let me live. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 
Announcements  

 Thank everyone who worked, ate, or promoted our Brooks BBQ fundraiser 
on Wednesday.  Sometimes promotions work too well, as Bethany found out 
Wednesday.  Bethany’s entire order of 720 portions of chicken and ribs were 
sold out by 4 pm, resulting in traffic problems and disappointed customers.  
No one could have predicted that colossal turn-out.  While we made over 
$3,500 (special thanks to Pam and Wendy) and worked hard to keep up with 
the orders, please give Bethany’s apologies to anyone caught in the traffic 
jam or left without food.  And please thank the on-line workers that were 
running in circles trying to keep up. They did a wonderful job! If only we had 
been clairvoyant. . . .     

 One way to help Bethany in this trying time of COVID isolation is to try to 
keep your weekly pledges up to date and prayerfully considering paying the 
Classis yearly per member assessment of $103.84.  If you are not yet 
comfortable or feeling safe enough to return to in-person services, pledges 
and assessments can be mailed to Church Office, Bethany Reformed Church, 
760 New Scotland Avenue, Albany, NY  12208.  In times of stress, isolation, 
financial trauma, and COVID, Bethany needs to “keep the lights on” now, 
more than ever before.  Please help.   

 Adult Bible Study will resume on Thursdays at 7:30 pm in the Errong Room.  
 Free April/May/June editions of Words of Hope can be found in the narthex.  

Please take one to read and ponder about “Resilient Faith.”      
 On Saturday, March 6th the Jerusalem Reformed Church on Rte. 32 in Feura 

Bush is having a Turkey Supper (take out-only) from 4-6:30 pm or until sold 
out.  For $11, you can help a sister church and have another free night 
without cooking.    

 

*Closing Hymn      # 280 (Red)   Amazing Grace 

Amazing grace (how sweet the sound) 
that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
was blind, but now I see. 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed! 

 

 



Through many dangers, toils and snares 
I have already come: 

'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 

The Lord has promised good to me, 
his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be 
as long as life endures. 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun 

 

*Benediction  
Go to live dangerously with Jesus, taking up the cross of discipleship,  
enduring with Christ and for Christ, that the world may find the way to 
God. 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name of God the Creator, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.   And all God’s people say, 
Amen! 
 

 


