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Order of Worship 

March 7, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 
Sometimes our lives need to be de-cluttered, therefore, we proclaim: Our help is 
in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth. Amen.                   
 
Extinguishing the Light 
Jesus said, “This is my commandment, that you love one  
another just as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than the one who lays 
down his life for his friends. You are my friends. I chose you.”  The world said: 
“Who gives you authority to do these things?” And the world lied and 
cheated, plotted, and schemed to do away with the One. 
The days of Lent grow darker as the cross comes into focus where the One with the 
greatest love 
who laid down His life for us, His friends.  We mark the passage of time as 
we draw closer to the week of Passion of our Lord. 
[Three candles are extinguished.] 
 
*Opening Hymn     # 84  (Red)  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 
 

 
In the cross of Christ I glory,  

towering o'er the wrecks of time;  
all the light of sacred story  

gathers round its head sublime. 
 

When the woes of life o'ertake me,  
hopes deceive, and fears annoy,  
never shall the cross forsake me.  
Lo! it glows with peace and joy. 

 
When the sun of bliss is beaming  

light and love upon my way,  
from the cross the radiance streaming  

adds more luster to the day. 
 

 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure,  
by the cross are sanctified;  

peace is there that knows no measure,  
joys that through all time abide. 

 



Invocation 
Dear Lord and Father, Thank you that you promise us that where two or three are 
gathered you are there in the midst. Lord we welcome You amongst us today and 
celebrate the gift of life that you have lavished upon each of us. We ask that You 
would open our ears so that we may hear your voice. Open our minds so that we 
may receive Your eternal wisdom. Open our spirits so that we may know Your 
leading and guidance. And open our hearts so that we may receive Your wonderful 
love. We ask all this in the glorious name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession  
Jesus, cleanser of temples and souls, 
at this mid-point in the Lenten journey, 
look deep within our hearts and our lives, 
and clear away all that holds us back. 
  
May our minds, spirits and bodies 
be a Temple that is open to Your presence: 
and may our words and our actions 
be transparent to Your love and truth. 
  
We pray that this church community, 
will be purified in its life and mission, 
so that all that we do in and from here 
may reveal Your Gospel to others. 
  
In a moment of silence we sit before You, 
and name those things for which 
we seek Your cleansing and healing, 
so that we may be more faithful disciples. 
 
(Period of silent confession.)  
 
Assurance of Pardon - John 2:13-22 
Friends of Jesus, we are made clean by the words he has spoken to us. 
There is room in our lives and in our community for the Holy One to dwell.  
Thanks be to God. Amen.  
  
Instructions for Living and Affirmation of Faith - Colossians 1:15-20 
Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 
For in him all things in heaven and on earth were created:  things visible 
and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers; all things have been created 
through him and for him.  He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. 
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the 
firstborn from among the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 
everything. 



For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was 
pleased to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his 
cross. 
 
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen, Amen.   
 
 
Prayer of Illumination  
 
  
Bible Text: John 2:13-22 
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple 
he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated 
at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both 
the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and 
overturned their tables.  He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these 
things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”  The Jews 
then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?”  Jesus answered 
them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”  The Jews then 
said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you 
raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he 
was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they 
believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 

Sermon Message                 “The Temple Within” 

*Hymn                  #370 (Red)     “Just as I Am, Without One Plea” 

Just as I am, without one plea, 
but that thy blood was shed for me, 

and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, though tossed about 
with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
fightings and fears within, without, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 



Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

because thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Just as I am, Thy love unknown 
Has broken every barrier down; 

Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

 

 
Announcements 
 

 The beautiful flowers at the front of the church were from the Celebration of 
Life held for Joan Hollner on Thursday, March 4.  The beautiful service was a 
loving tribute to a pillar of the church, loved by all, and already sorely 
missed.   

 Top walkers and groups from the 2020 Crop Walk will be honored on Sunday, 
March 21 from 4-5 PM via Zoom.  Information about the 40th anniversary 
Crop Hunger Walk scheduled for May 2, 2021 and sponsored by the Capital 
Area Council of Churches (CACC) will also be available.   Please register by 
March 19 on the CACC web page at www.capareacc.org if you are interested 
in attending.  Bethany has been an active participant in this event for years, 
but the number of participants has been declining.  It’s a once a year event 
outdoor event.  Why not get involved?   

 Updated numbers from charge card sales have brought the profits from the 
Brooks BBQ to over $4,000.  Many thanks to all the volunteers and 
consumers that made that possible.   

 The winter 2021 Breaking Barriers newsletter is available in the narthex.  It 
includes several stories about how, with God’s help, this time of COVID has 
resulted in churches and individuals finding unexpected ways to reach out to 
disenfranchised communities or individuals.  Please avail yourself of a copy 
and remember that, with God’s help, maybe we all can find a unique way to 
change challenges into chances.   
 
 

*Hymn         # 363 (Red)              “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” 
 

I want Jesus to walk with me. 
I want Jesus to walk with me. 
All along my pilgrim journey,  

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

In my trials, Lord, walk with me. 
In my trials, Lord, walk with me. 

When my heart is almost breaking, 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 



When I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me. 
When I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me. 

When my head is bowed in sorrow, 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

Benediction  
Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, the 
great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you 
complete  
in everything good so that you may do his will, working among us that 
which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory 
forever and ever. 
And all God’s people say, 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


