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Order of Worship 

March 14, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 
Come, with your tiredness, your frustrations and your discouragements; 
come with your doubts, your fears, and your longings; 
come, to discover yet again how Jesus reveals God’s love and mercy. 
Therefore, we proclaim: 
Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth. 
Amen.                   
 
Extinguishing the Light 
The victory of Easter is not yet in sight. Jesus walks toward the darkness of Good 
Friday, alone. The disciples did not seem to understand what was really going on 
and what was going to happen.  So Jesus tried: 
to teach them; to show them; to explain to them; and, to prepare them. 
Jesus knew. Jesus gave them a new commandment- that you love one another 
even as I have loved you.  And, by saying: 
“Peace I leave with you; not as the world gives do I give to you.” We mark 
the passage of time as we draw closer to the week of Passion of our Lord. 
[Four candles are extinguished.] 
 
 
*Opening Hymn         #78   (Red)     “Alas!  And Did My Savior Bleed”   
 

Alas! And did my Savior bleed,  
and did my Sovereign die! 

Would he devote that sacred head  
for sinners such as I? 

 
Was it for sins that I have done,  

he suffered on the tree?  
Amazing pity! Grace unknown!  

And love beyond degree! 
 

Well might the sun in darkness hide,  
and shut its glories in,  

when Christ, the mighty Redeemer, died  
for human creatures’ sin. 

 
But drops of grief can ne'er repay  

the debt of love I owe.  
Here, Lord, I give myself away;  

'tis all that I can do. 
 

 



Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession  
Holy God, hear our prayer: 
For the mending of our hearts, torn apart by our unkindness; 
For the healing of our souls, wasting away from the despair around us; 
For the forgiveness we seek for the sin we have allowed to persist; 
For the reconciliation of the world, whose division condemns us; 
We pray for the courage to admit our fault, 
The strength to amend our actions, 
And the hope that your grace awaits us. 
Through Christ we pray. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
How much does God love us? 
Enough to send the divine heart, hope, and spirit to us, 
not to condemn us, but to save us. 
Not by our speaking or doing, 
but by God's good and precious grace are we saved. 
Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
Instructions for Living - based on Colossians 3:12-15 
As the chosen of God, the holy people whom God loves; 
we are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in  
generosity and humility, gentleness and patience. 
Bear with one another; forgive each other. 
The Lord has forgiven us; now we must do the same. And may the peace of 
Christ reign in our hearts because it is for this that we were called together 
in one body; always being thankful. 
 

Affirmation of Faith – Our Song of Hope 
We believe in the one God, creator and sustainer of all things, Father of all 
nations, the source of all goodness and beauty, all truth and love.  
We believe in Jesus Christ, God manifest in the flesh, our teacher, example 
and Redeemer, the Savior of the world.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, God present with us for guidance, for 
comfort, and for strength. Amen. 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen, Amen.  
  
 
 



Prayer of Illumination 
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the 
Scriptures are read and your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you 
say to us today. Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading: John 3:14-21 
     And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send 
the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him.  Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who 
do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name 
of the only Son of God.  
     And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people 
loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil.  For all who do evil 
hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be 
exposed.  But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly 
seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 
Message                               "Bread and the Cup" 
 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols, preaching 
 

 
*Hymn             #366  (Red)   “Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me” 
 

Jesus, Thy boundless love to me, 
no thought can reach, no tongue declare; 

O knit my thankful heart to Thee, 
and reign without a rival there. 

Thine wholly, Thine alone, I’d live; 
Myself to Thee entirely give. 

 
O grant that nothing in my soul 

may dwell, but Thy pure love alone! 
O may Thy love possess my whole, 

my Joy, my Treasure, and my Crown. 
All coldness from my heart remove; 

may ev'ry act, word, thought, be love. 
  

O love, how gracious is Thy way! 
All fear before thy presence flies; 
care, anguish, sorrow, melt away, 
where'er thy healing beams arise. 

O Jesus, nothing may I see, 
nothing desire or seek, but Thee. 

 



 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 If you would like to share with our congregation your love and gratitude for 

someone that has touched your life, or if you just want to help lift everyone’s 
spirits by beautifying the Sanctuary on Easter Sunday, please consider 
putting in a request to purchase an Easter lily for $15 by emailing 
bethanyrca.info@gmail by Friday, March 19; calling the church office (518-
482-7998)  by Friday, March 19; putting the request in an envelope marked 
“Easter Flowers” no later than Sunday, March 21; or by adding your name to 
the sign-up sheet in the narthex either this week or next week.   Remember 
to include with your name, the name of whomever you wish to honor.  After 
the Easter Service the lilies can be taken home to beautify your home or 
garden, or arrangements can be made to have them picked up or delivered 
the following week.  We have come through a very stressful year, but Easter 
reminds us that hope, light, and salvation await us.  Hallelujah.    

 The Consistory will meet next week after the service in the Errgong Room.  
 Adult Bible Study is meeting on Thursdays at 6:30 in the Errgong Room.    
 Need to celebrate St Patrick’s Day, but don’t know how?  The Knights of 

Columbus at 328 Troy Schenectady Road in Latham are sponsoring a Corned 
Beef and Cabbage “take out only” dinner (corned beef, cabbage, carrots, 
potatoes, bread and dessert) Wednesday, March 17, from 4:30-6:30.  
Tickets can be obtained by calling 518-892-3750.  Masks and social 
distancing are required.     
 

*Closing Hymn    #  403  (Red)   “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
 

 What a friend we have in Jesus, 
all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 
everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, 
O what needless pain we bear, 

all because we do not carry 
everything to God in prayer! 

 
Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged; 

take it to the Lord in prayer! 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; 
take it to the Lord in prayer! 

 
Are we weak and heavy laden, 
cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge-- 
take it to the Lord in prayer! 

 



 
Do your friends despise, forsake you? 

Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
In his arms he'll take and shield you; 

you will find a solace there. 
 

 
Benediction 
As you leave this place, remember you are God's community in the world: 
for God's love endures forever! 
As you leave this place, remember you are alive with Christ: 
for Christ's light shines in the deepest shadows! 
As you leave this place, remember the gifts God offers to you: 
for the Spirit fills us with good works to do, and glad songs to sing to the 
world! 
And all God’s people say, 
Amen! 
 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   


