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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 

March 21, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 
The hour is now for us to proclaim:   
Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth. 
Amen.                   
 
Extinguishing the Light 
“Come with me to pray” Jesus said. And they did: 
Peter, James, John, Thomas, Andrew, Philip, Matthew, Bartholomew, James 
(son of Alpheus), Simon, Judas (son of James).  One of the twelve was missing. 
“If it is your will, take this cup from me.”  Jesus poured out his heart. 
And they slept. 
“If it is not possible for this cup to be taken away, then your will be done.” 
And still they slept. 
“Not my will, but your will, O God.” 
And still they slept. 
“Behold, the hour is at hand.” 
We mark the passage of time as we draw closer to the week of Passion of our 
Lord. 
[Five candles are extinguished.] 
 
*Opening Hymn                #364   (Red)   “I Sing a Song of the Saints of God” 
 

I sing a song of the saints of God, 
patient and brave and true, 

who toiled and fought and lived and died 
for the Lord they loved and knew. 

And one was a doctor, and one was a queen, 
and one was a shepherdess on the green: 

they were all of them saints of God, and I mean, 
God helping, to be one too. 

 
They loved their Lord so dear, so dear, 

and God’s love made them strong; 
and they followed the right, for Jesus’ sake, 

the whole of their good lives long. 
And one was a soldier, and one was a priest, 

and one was slain by a fierce wild beast: 
and there’s not any reason, no, not the least, 

why I shouldn’t be one too. 



They lived not only in ages past; 
there are hundreds of thousands still; 

the world is bright with the joyous saints 
who love to do Jesus’ will. 

You can meet them in school, or in lanes, or at sea, 
in church, or in trains, or in shops, or at tea; 

for the saints of God are just folk like me, 
and I mean to be one too. 

 
 
Invocation 
Prayer of Confession  
Lord, we confess that we love our lives as they are.  
We struggle with even the idea of change.  
We wrestle with the thought of doing things differently.  
But we know that the life we cling to is only a half-life.  
Only you, O Lord, can give us true life in full.  
Forgive us for holding onto the wrong things.  
  
Teach us by your Spirit to let go of our agendas and assumptions.  
Help us to let go of our self-righteousness and false notions of power.  
Give us the strength and courage to try new things.  
Encourage us – and even push us – 
to let go of ourselves so we can fully embrace you, Holy God.  
We pray these things in the name of Christ Jesus.  Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on 1 Timothy 1:15-16 
The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 
And for that very reason, we receive mercy and forgiveness. 
In Christ Jesus our sins are forgiven.  Hallelujah. Amen. 
 
Instructions for Living – Romans 12:9 
As God’s forgiven people, how shall we live? 
We are to: let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; love 
one another with mutual affection; and, outdo one another in showing honor. 
   
*Affirmation of Faith – Excerpt from the Belhar Confession  
We believe: 
that Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus 
Christ;  
that through the working of God's Spirit, it is a binding force, yet 
simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought; one 
which the people of God must continually be built up to attain;  
that this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that 
separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which Christ 



has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which threatens this 
unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of Illumination    
Holy God, Word made flesh, let us come to this word open to being surprised. Silence 
our agendas; banish our assumptions; cast out our casual detachment. Confound our 
expectations; clear the cobwebs from our ears; penetrate the corners of our hearts with 
this word. We know that you can, we pray that you will, and we wait with great 
anticipation. Amen.  
 

Gospel Reading:  John 12:20-33 
     

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
      Thanks be to You, O Christ! 
        
Sermon Message from Rev. Eric L. Nichols   

*Hymn                           #85  (Red)   “What Wondrous Love Is This”   

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul? 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul? 

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing, 
to God and to the Lamb I will sing, 

to God and to the Lamb who is the great I Am, 
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 

while millions join the theme, I will sing. 

And when from death I’m free I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, 

and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and joyful be, 
and through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 

and through eternity I’ll sing on. 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Today is your last chance to order an Easter lily to grace the Sanctuary and then enjoy at home in 

memory or appreciation of a loved one.  Please add your name and to the list in the narthex or put 
your request in an envelope in the offering marked: “Easter Flowers” TODAY.   

 The Crop Walk rally and awards ceremony is being held virtually today from 4:00 to 5:00 
PM. CROP stands for “Communities Respond to Overcome Poverty”. People of all ages 
collect pledges and walk in one of the ten CROP Walks that take place in the greater Capital 
District.  Join the Zoom call to celebrate participation from last May and prepare for the 
upcoming “virtual” walk. Information about the CROP Walk can be found on the Capital 



Area Council of Churches website (https://www.capareacc.org) as is information about 
this year’s walk and how to register for the rally.    

 The newsletter will be published at the end of the week.  If you have anything you would 
like included in the newsletter including prayer requests, blessings, or stories you would 
like to share, please send them to the church office by Thursday.  Thank you.  

 If you need transportation to a vaccination site to receive your scheduled COVID shot, 
please contact the church office, and transportation will be provided.  Bethany longs to 
see the faces of our beloved family members once again in the pews.   

 
*Hymn of Parting      #223  (Red)    “O My Soul, Bless Your Redeemer” 

O my soul, bless your Redeemer; 
all within me bless God's Name; 
bless the Savior, and forget not 
all God's mercies to proclaim. 

God forgives all your transgressions, 
all diseases gently heals; 

God redeems you from destruction, 
and with you so kindly deals. 

Far as east from west is distant, 
God has put away our sin; 

like the pity of a father 
has the Lord's compassion been. 

As it was without beginning, 
so it lasts without an end; 

to their children's children ever 
shall God's righteousness extend. 

Unto such as keep God's cov’nant 
and are steadfast in God's way; 
unto those who still remember 
the commandments and obey. 

Bless your Maker, all you creatures, 
ever under God's control, 

all throughout God's vast dominion; 
bless the LORD of all, my soul! 

*Benediction  
Go forth to live your life, trusting that whatever happens,  
God’s redemptive love will enable us to discover the good in the bad.    
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name  
of God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.   And  
all God’s people say, 
Amen! 
 

Postlude 



 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or just slept in, 
we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  
homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  
Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the internet to 
worship and stay in touch.   

 


