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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  
called by Christ to glorify God –  

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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                         760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 
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Order of Worship 
March 28, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 
The stone that the builders rejected has become the  
cornerstone; with joy we proclaim: Our help is in the Name of the Lord who has 
made heaven and earth. Amen.    
 
Extinguishing the Light 
Today is Palm Sunday. The crowds cheered and shouted: 
[Congregation waves palms as they read.] Hosanna in the highest!   Blessed is 
He who comes in the Name of the Lord! 
We cheer on leaders who say what we want to hear. 
[Congregation waves palms as they read.] Hosanna, Save Us! 
We cheer for justice that calls for an eye for an eye. 
[Congregation waves palms as they read.] Hosanna, Save Us! 
We cheer with the crowds that drown out voices of peace. 
[Congregation waves palms as they read.] Hosanna, Save Us! 
We want to gather with the people welcoming Jesus, but we know all too well we 
may be the ones to shout “Crucify Him!” 
[Congregation waves palms as they read.] Hosanna, Jesus, Save Us! 
Come, let us worship our God with singing, palms, and praise.   
We trust in God’s transforming love and God’s promise to restore us. We 
worship the Living God! 
[All six candles are extinguished.] 
 
 
* Opening Hymn    #88   (Red)  “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 
 

All glory, laud, and honor  
to you, Redeemer, King,  

to whom the lips of children  
made sweet hosannas ring.  

 
Thou art the King of Israel  

and David's royal Son,  
now in the Lord's name coming,  

the King and Blessed One. 
 
 

The people of the Hebrews  
with palms before you went;  



our praise and prayer and anthems  
before you we present. 

 
To Thee before Thy passion  

they sang their hymns of praise;  
to you, now high exalted,  

our melody we raise.  
 

Thou didst accept their praises,  
accept the prayers we bring,  
Who in all good delightest,  

Thou good and gracious King! 
 
 
Invocation 
Prayer of Confession  
O Lord, who on this day entered the rebellious city that later rejected you: 
we confess that our wills are as rebellious as Jerusalem’s, that our faith is often 
more show than substance, that our hearts are in need of cleansing. 
Have mercy on us, son of David, Savior of our lives. 
Help us to lay at your feet all that we have and all that we are, trusting you 
to forgive what is sinful, to heal what is broken, to welcome our praises, 
and to receive us as your own. 
  
Assurance of Pardon – based on Ephesians 1:7-8a 
In Christ we have redemption through his blood,  
the forgiveness of our sins, according to the riches of His grace that He lavishes 
on us.  Amen.   
 
Instructions for Living - Micah 6:7-8 
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams? Shall I give my firstborn for my 
transgressions, the fruit of my body for the sins of my soul?  The Lord has told you, 
O mortal, what is good and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God.  
 
*Affirmation of Faith-Apostles Creed, Traditional 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried.  He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church*, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
 



 
 
Prayer of Illumination  
God Most High, gracious and glorious, blessed is the one who comes in your name. 
Lead us now on the road to the cross. May we follow with faithfulness and joy, shouting 
hosanna in the highest heaven; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
Gospel Reading:  Mark 11:1-11 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
     Thanks be to You, O Christ! 
 
Sermon Message   by Eric L. Nichols 
 
*Hymn           #89   (Red)    “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” 
 

Hosanna, loud hosanna 
the little children sang; 

through pillared court and temple 
the lovely anthem rang. 

To Jesus, who had blessed them, 
close folded to his breast, 

the children sang their praises, 
the simplest and the best. 

 
From Olivet they followed 

mid an exultant crowd, 
the victory palm branch waving, 

and chanting clear and loud. 
The Lord of earth and heaven 

rode on in lowly state, 
nor scorned that little children 

should on his bidding wait. 
 

"Hosanna in the highest!" 
That ancient song we sing, 
for Christ is our Redeemer, 

the Lord of heaven, our King. 
O may we ever praise him 

with heart and life and voice, 
and in his blissful presence 

eternally rejoice. 
 

 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 
 



Announcements 
 Thanks to all who have paid part or all the $103.84 assessment Bethany is 

charged for each of its members.  Many of you have dug deep into reserves 
to help the church in this time of COVID and declining income from rental of 
the building and weekly attendance.  Thank you.  If you would still like to 
contribute to part or all of the assessment cost, please mail your donation to 
the church office or put in in a marked envelope in the offering.  Blessings to 
all.   

 The Search Committee would like your input and help.  Please review and 
complete the attached survey.  Your needs and visions matter.  Thank you.   

 Adult Bible Study will take place today following the service at 11 AM in the 
Errgong Room.  Plans are being made to Zoom the study group in the near 
future.   

 Sites for Live Holy Week Services, with social distancing and masks required: 
o The Delmar Reformed Church (reservation only—call 518-439-9929) at 

386 Delaware Ave, Delmar is holding a Maundy Thursday service at 
7:30 PM and a Good Friday service at 7:30 PM. 

o The Onesquethaw Reformed Church at 11 Groesbeck Road, Feura Bush 
is holding a Maundy Thursday service at 7 PM and a Good Friday 
Service at 7 PM. 

o The First Reformed Church of Bethlehem, at 38 Church Street, Selkirk is 
holding a “Drive In” Maundy Thursday service at 6:30 PM - You may 
bring your own elements, or use those provided.  

 Deacons’ Easter Special Offering will go to the “Things of Our Very Own” 
organization located in Schenectady, which serves children in an 11 county area.  
From their website they explain:  When a child escapes abuse within their 
home, they need support to weather the crisis, heal, and move 
forward. Things of My Very Own, Inc. is a lifeline for children fleeing 
abuse. From providing basic necessities to teaching life skills that instill 
confidence and self-worth, our services lift fragile children from a place 
of harm to one of hope.  Our goal is to keep children together with non-
abusive family members, and out of the foster care system, whenever 
possible.” 

*Hymn of Parting     #90   “Ride On!  Ride On in Majesty!” 

Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
Hark! all the tribes hosanna cry; 
O Savior meek, pursue your road 

with palms and scattered garments strowed. 

Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die: 

O Christ, your triumphs now begin 
o'er captive death and conquered sin. 



Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
The winged squadrons of the sky 

look down with sad and wond'ring eyes 
to see th'approaching sacrifice. 

Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die; 

bow your meek head to mortal pain, 
then take, O God, your pow'r and reign. 

 
*Benediction  
And so it begins, we walk through this week 
From palms now to passion, it’s Jesus we seek 
Each moment we walk through these days now with Jesus, 
Is time to see people, the way Jesus…sees us. 

 
To watch for the ones, who need hope, who need kindness. 
Seeking the light, not the darkness that blinds us. 
As you walk through these days, may the love you now know 
Be spread to each person you meet on the go. 

 
And may God who now blesses and keeps you in love 
Whose face shines upon you with grace from above 
Who looks on you with such joy and such favor, 
This God, three in One (+) gives you peace - life to savor. Amen! 
 
Prelude  
 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.  



Bethany Reformed Church 
Congregational Feedback Survey 

March 2021 
 
As we look forward to hiring a new pastor, your feedback will assist the search team in 
understanding the views of the congregation. When complete, please email, mail or 
drop office to the Church office. If you use email, you will not remain anonymous. There 
will be a box in the Narthex to place completed surveys in. Thank you. 
 
Choose up to six of the following ministry activities that you consider to be most 
important as you look to the immediate future of our congregation. (Number them 1-6 in 
order of importance.) 
 
 _____  Church administration 

 _____  Pastoral calling 

 _____  Children’s ministry 

 _____  Youth ministry 

 _____  Adult education 

 _____  Preaching 

 _____  Community involvement 

 _____  Pastoral counseling 

 

 _____  Small groups 

 _____  Ministry to families 

 _____  Staff administration 

 _____  Spiritual leadership 

 _____  One-on-one evangelism 

 _____  Membership growth 

 _____  Conducting worship 

 
Please provide input on the importance of the following characteristics that you feel are 
important for the new pastor to possess: 
 
Administrative Skills: Weak    Strong 

Delegation of responsibilities 1 2 3 4 5 

Motivation of people 1 2 3 4 5 

Has and shares visions and goals 1 2 3 4 5 

Personnel management skills 1 2 3 4 5 

Overall program leadership skills 1 2 3 4 5 

Interpersonal skills 1 2 3 4 5 

Organizational skills 1 2 3 4 5 

Role in stewardship 1 2 3 4 5 

Financial awareness and leadership 1 2 3 4 5 

Overall administrative experience 1 2 3 4 5 

  



Pastoral Care: Weak    Strong 

Comfortable to talk with 1 2 3 4 5 

Available during important times 1 2 3 4 5 

Involvement during church activities 1 2 3 4 5 

Counseling/Pastoring 1 2 3 4 5 

Visitation 1 2 3 4 5 

Care of elderly 1 2 3 4 5 

Active with children 1 2 3 4 5 

Knows his/her own limits 1 2 3 4 5 

Care of self 1 2 3 4 5 

Ideas and enthusiasm for growth 1 2 3 4 5 

Christian education 1 2 3 4 5 

Overall pastoral care 1 2 3 4 5 

Sunday Worship: Weak    Strong 

Use of innovative services 1 2 3 4 5 

Concern for different views 1 2 3 4 5 

Sensitivity to political and social issues 1 2 3 4 5 

Congregational participation 1 2 3 4 5 

Children’s participation 1 2 3 4 5 

Prayers for people, world, community 1 2 3 4 5 

Unity of theme in service 1 2 3 4 5 

Overall Sunday worship 1 2 3 4 5 

What are specific ministry gifts that are especially important for our next pastor to 
possess (for example, gifts such as counseling, teaching, delegating, vision setting, 
etc.)? 
 
 
 
 
 
Which ministries are the most important in our congregation? 
  



Which ministries should we start (or restart) so the search team can consider pastoral 
candidates that have experience in these areas? 
 
 
 
 
Which groups of people or organizations should we work with to support? 
 
 
 
 
How can our church be a more integral part of our community (looking for specific 
ideas)? 
 
 
 
 
How do you feel about the amount of information you’ve received to date on the status 
of the search process? (Circle one) 
 
 Not enough Adequate Too much 
 
How would you like future updates provided: (check all that apply) 
 
 _____  During Sunday worship announcements 

 _____  In the bulletin 

 _____  In the newsletter 

 _____  Information sessions during fellowship time 

 _____  Email 

 _____  Other ________________________________________ 

 
The Formula of Agreement is an agreement between the Reformed Church in America, 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the 
United Church of Christ, establishing full communion with each other. Would you be 
willing to accept a pastor from another denomination such as United Church of Christ or 
Presbyterian, etc.? 

 
 
 
Do you have any additional comments or suggestions that you would like to share with 
the search team? 
 


