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Order of Worship 

April 4, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum     
Sometimes we get lost or confused; therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the 
name of the Lord who has made  
heaven and earth. Amen. 
 
Call to Worship – based on Psalm 23 
Even if I live a life of luxury and abundance, 
The Lord is my shepherd. 
Even if I pass through the darkest alleys in the roughest  
neighborhoods, 
The Lord is my shepherd. 
Even if I come upon people who wish to do me harm, 
The Lord is my shepherd. 
Even when my cup overflows, 
The Lord is my shepherd. We will live in God’s house forever. Amen. 
 

*Opening Hymn         #113  (Red)    “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” 

 
"Christ the Lord is risen today!" Alleluia! 

All creation, join to say: Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high; Alleluia! 
Sing, O heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 

 
Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
Fought the fight, the battle won; Alleluia! 
Death in vain forbids Him rise; Alleluia! 

Christ has opened paradise. Alleluia! 
 

Lives again our glorious King; Alleluia! 
Where, O death, is now your sting? Alleluia! 

Jesus died, our souls to save; Alleluia! 
Where your victory, O grave? Alleluia! 

 
Hail the Lord of earth and heaven! Alleluia! 

Praise to You by both be given; Alleluia! 
Every knee to You shall bow, Alleluia! 
Risen Christ, triumphant now. Alleluia! 

 



Prayer of Confession   
Shepherding God, we confess that we have been less than welcoming. It is 
easy to shut the gates of Your realm on those with whom we disagree. It is 
easy to shut the gates of Your realm on those who don’t fit our idea of 
what a follower of Christ looks like, or acts like, or lives like. We confess 
that we have been gatekeepers instead of gate-openers of Your realm so 
that all may enter in.    Forgive us, we pray.  Amen.  
 
 
Words of Assurance – based on 1 Peter 2:23-25 
When Jesus was abused, He did not return abuse; when He  
suffered, He did not threaten; but He entrusted himself to the One who judges 
justly. 
He himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that, free from sin, we 
might live for righteousness; by his wounds we have been healed. 
For we were going astray like sheep, but now we have returned to the Shepherd 
and Guardian of our souls.  
 
 
Instructions for Living –  1 John 3:15-16 
All who hate a brother or sister are murderers, and we know that 
murderers do not have eternal life abiding in them. We know love by this, 
that Christ laid down His life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for 
one another. 
   
 
*Affirmation of Faith – Our Song of Hope 
We believe in God, The Creator of all that we see, and all that we do not 
see.  
We believe in Jesus Christ, God become flesh; in death, the Forgiver of 
sinners, in rising, the Healer of the broken.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, God within us; Comforter, Strengthener and 
Friend.  Amen. 
 

Gospel Reading:  John 20:1-18  
    This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
    Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 

Sermon Message by the Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

Hymn of Thanksgiving                 “Come To the Garden Alone” 
 

I come to the garden alone, 
While the dew is still on the roses; 

And the voice I hear, falling on my ear, 
The Son of God discloses. 



 
 

Refrain: 
And He walks with me, and He talks with me, 

And He tells me I am His own, 
And the joy we share as we tarry there, 

None other has ever known. 
 

He speaks, and the sound of His voice 
Is so sweet the birds hush their singing; 

And the melody that He gave to me 
Within my heart is ringing. [Refrain] 

 
I'd stay in the garden with Him 

Though the night around me be falling; 
But He bids me go– through the voice of woe, 

His voice to me is calling. [Refrain] 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 The lovely Easter lilies were provided today by donors with both thanksgiving 
in their hearts for those people who have brought light and joy into their 
lives, and a desire to share that love and gratitude today with you, Bethany’s 
members and friends.   The donors’ names and their dedication can be found 
at the end of the bulletin.  Thank God for the donors and the people who 
inspired them and touched their lives so profoundly.    

 Miss the coffee hour after church, or just the coffee?  Plan to get to church 
early and you can individually brew your coffee in the sacristy (located at the 
end of the hallway behind the right hand door at the front of the sanctuary) 
prior to church.  Please do not bring the coffee into the sanctuary, but enjoy 
it at a socially safe distance either in the hallway or (on a good day) outside 
on the sidewalk where you can greet your friends and neighbors.  Thought of 
the day for the “old timers”-- you can be the next Charlie.   

 Please take the time to fill out the attached survey and leave it in a box in 
the narthex or mail it into the church office.  As Bethany looks to the future 
and filling the pulpit, the Search Committee needs your input on your vision, 
needs, and expectations.  Unfortunately, the committee is not all-knowing or 
omnipotent.  Without your help, they will have to design and fill the position 
based their vision, needs, and expectation which is neither their desire nor 
their goal.  Please help them help Bethany.   
 



* Hymn of Parting               #123  (Red)      “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 

 
Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

Who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

 
 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

 
But the pains which He endured, Alleluia! 

Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia! 
Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

 
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 

Praise eternal as God's love; Alleluia! 
Praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia! 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
 
*Benediction  
Wipe away the tear from every eye.  
Together we gaze with love at the Lamb who is Shepherd and Sacrifice. 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name of God the Creator,  
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.   And all of God’s people say, 
Amen! 
  
Postlude 

 

Donors of the lovely lilies may take them home today to enjoy in your homes and 
gardens after the service or you can arrange to pick them up later date with the 
office secretary.  

        EASTER FLOWERS GIVEN BY 

  

Name In Memory Of 
  

Diane Avery Loved Ones 

B A Lisa Benware Iris H. Benware 

Wendy Delehanty (2) Loved Ones 



Bob & Polly Eberle Joan Hollner 

Bob Hollner Joan Hollner 

Deb Hollner Joan Hollner 

Janny & Andy Mironchuk (2) Parents and Grandparents 

Bruce & Ellen Neyerlin Loved Ones 

David Nichols Carl and Marge McClarty 

Cindy Stark and Larry Dick (2) Loved Ones 

Chris & David van Alstyne (2) Loved Ones 
 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Bethany Reformed Church 
Congregational Feedback Survey 

March 2021 
 
As we look forward to hiring a new pastor, your feedback will assist the search team in 
understanding the views of the congregation. When complete, please email, mail or 
drop office to the Church office. If you use email, you will not remain anonymous. There 
will be a box in the Narthex to place completed surveys in. Thank you. 
 
Choose up to six of the following ministry activities that you consider to be most 
important as you look to the immediate future of our congregation. (Number them 1-6 in 
order of importance.) 
 
 _____  Church administration 

 _____  Pastoral calling 

 _____  Children’s ministry 

 _____  Youth ministry 

 _____  Adult education 

 _____  Preaching 

 _____  Community involvement 

 _____  Pastoral counseling 

 

 _____  Small groups 

 _____  Ministry to families 

 _____  Staff administration 

 _____  Spiritual leadership 

 _____  One-on-one evangelism 

 _____  Membership growth 

 _____  Conducting worship 

Please provide input on the importance of the following characteristics that you feel are 
important for the new pastor to possess: 
 
Administrative Skills:                                    Weak                          Strong 

Delegation of responsibilities 1 2 3 4 5 

Motivation of people 1 2 3 4 5 

Has and shares visions and goals 1 2 3 4 5 

Personnel management skills 1 2 3 4 5 

Overall program leadership skills 1 2 3 4 5 

Interpersonal skills 1 2 3 4 5 

Organizational skills 1 2 3 4 5 

Role in stewardship 1 2 3 4 5 

Financial awareness and leadership 1 2 3 4 5 

Overall administrative experience 1 2 3 4 5 



Pastoral Care: Weak    Strong 

Comfortable to talk with 1 2 3 4 5 

Available during important times 1 2 3 4 5 

Involvement during church activities 1 2 3 4 5 

Counseling/Pastoring 1 2 3 4 5 

Visitation 1 2 3 4 5 

Care of elderly 1 2 3 4 5 

Active with children 1 2 3 4 5 

Knows his/her own limits 1 2 3 4 5 

Care of self 1 2 3 4 5 

Ideas and enthusiasm for growth 1 2 3 4 5 

Christian education 1 2 3 4 5 

Overall pastoral care 1 2 3 4 5 

Sunday Worship: Weak    Strong 

Use of innovative services 1 2 3 4 5 

Concern for different views 1 2 3 4 5 

Sensitivity to political and social issues 1 2 3 4 5 

Congregational participation 1 2 3 4 5 

Children’s participation 1 2 3 4 5 

Prayers for people, world, community 1 2 3 4 5 

Unity of theme in service 1 2 3 4 5 

Overall Sunday worship 1 2 3 4 5 

What are specific ministry gifts that are especially important for our next pastor to possess (for 
example, gifts such as counseling, teaching, delegating, vision setting, etc.)? 
 
 
 
 
 
Which ministries are the most important in our congregation? 
  



Which ministries should we start (or restart) so the search team can consider pastoral candidates that 
have experience in these areas? 
 
 
 
 
Which groups of people or organizations should we work with to support? 
 
 
 
 
How can our church be a more integral part of our community (looking for specific ideas)? 
 
 
 
 
How do you feel about the amount of information you’ve received to date on the status of the search 
process? (Circle one) 
 
 Not enough Adequate Too much 
 
How would you like future updates provided: (check all that apply) 
 
 ____  During Sunday worship announcements 

 ____  In the bulletin 

 ____  In the newsletter 

 ____  Information sessions during fellowship time 

 ____  Email 

 ____  Other ________________________________________ 

 
The Formula of Agreement is an agreement between the Reformed Church in America, the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and the United Church of 
Christ, establishing full communion with each other. Would you be willing to accept a pastor from 
another denomination such as United Church of Christ or Presbyterian, etc.? 

 
 
 
Do you have any additional comments or suggestions that you would like to share with the search 
team? 


