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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 
April 11, 2021 

Prelude 
Responsive Call to Worship 

  
Votum             
Sometimes we get lost or confused; therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the 
name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth. Amen. 
  
Call to Worship 
The Word of life spoke: 
so we could hear the 'Alleluias!' of the angels. 
The Word of life reached out: 
so we could touch the hope which heals us. 
The Word of life walked out of death's dread tomb: 
so we could follow him into life forever. 
  
Opening Hymn     #122   (Red)    “Thine Is the Glory” 
  

Thine is the glory, 
Risen, conquering Son; 
Endless is the victory 

Thou o’er death hast won. 
Angels in bright raiment 
Rolled the stone away, 

Kept the folded grave clothes 
Where Thy body lay. 

 
Refrain: 

Thine is the glory, 
Risen, conquering Son; 
Endless is the victory 

Thou o’er death hast won. 
 

Lo! Jesus meets us, 
Risen from the tomb; 
Lovingly He greets us, 

Scatters fear and gloom. 
Let the church with gladness 

Hymns of triumph sing, 
For the Lord now liveth; 

Death hath lost its sting. [Refrain] 
 

No more we doubt Thee, 
Glorious Prince of life! 

Life is naught without Thee; 
Aid us in our strife. 

Make us more than conquerors 
Through Thy deathless love; 
Bring us safe through Jordan 
To Thy home above. [Refrain] 



Prayer of Confession (inspired by John 20:19-31) 
God doesn’t call us to a blind faith… but to a faith that is eye-opening and mind-
expanding. But we often find it more beneficial for ourselves if we pretend we cannot 
see or understand God’s vision for creation.  So please join me in the prayer of 
confession… 
  
Lord, we confess our preoccupation with Proof. Too often we muffle faith 
and hand the microphone to Proof. We'll move if Proof says so. We'll act if 
Proof gives the okay. After your resurrection, we may have asked to touch 
you a second time -- just to make sure. We confess our frequent failure to 
trust you. Hear us and help our unbelief, we pray.  Amen. 
  
Assurance of Pardon  
This is the good news we have to declare: God leads us out of the shadows to walk 
in the light of Christ. 
This is the word we have heard: our faithful God forgives our sins 
and raises us to new life. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
  
 
Instructions for Living – Romans 12:9 
As God’s forgiven people, how shall we live? 
We are to: let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; 
love one another with mutual affection; and, outdo one another in showing 
honor. 
  
 
Affirmation of Faith – Excerpt from the Belhar Confession  
We believe: 
that Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another;  that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church 
of Jesus Christ;   that through the working of God's Spirit, it is a binding 
force, yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and 
sought; one which the people of God must continually be built up to 
attain; that this unity must become visible so that the world may believe 
that separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which 
Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which 
threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be 
resisted.  Amen. 
  
 
Prayer of Illumination  
Resurrected God, though we have hidden ourselves in a locked room and huddled 
together as ones who build barriers, send your Living Word through our locked 
doors and into our guarded hearts that we might be witnesses of your grace and 
couriers of your goodness.  By the power of your Holy Spirit, grant us the trust to 
believe the Gospel not because we see it but because we have been seen by it and 
transformed through it. Amen. 



Gospel Reading  from John 20:19-31 
Bible Text: 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained.”  But Thomas (who was called the Twin, one of the 
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.  So the other disciples told him, “We 
have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.” 
  
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. 
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.”  Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!”  Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
come to believe.”  Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book.  But these are written so that you may come to 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you 
may have life in his name. 
   

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

                             
Sermon Message by Rev. Eric L Nichols 
  
   
Hymn of Thanksgiving              #121  (Red)   “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright” 

That Easter day with joy was bright, 
The sun shone out with fairer light, 

When, to their longing eyes restored, 
The apostles saw their risen Lord. 

 
O Jesus, King of gentleness, 

Do all our inmost hearts possess 
And we to You will ever raise 

The tribute of our grateful praise. 
 

From every weapon death can wield, 
Your own redeemed forever shield. 

O Lord of all, with us abide 
In this our joyful Eastertide. 

                   



Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
Announcements 

         This is the last week the questionnaire, designed by Bethany Search 
Committee, will be included in the bulletin.  If you haven’t filled it out already, 
please fill it out today.  The Search Committee is not the church—you are.  They 
need to know your needs, your views and your vision.  Drop your completed 
survey in the box in the narthex or mail it to the church office.  Thank you.  
 
         One or more volunteers are still needed to take an hour a week, even after 
church, to read mail to a visually impaired individual.  Sometimes our actions 
speak louder than our words.  Contact the church office for more details  (518-
482-7998) 
 
         The Easter Offering collected over $700 for “Things of Our Very Own.”  We 
may only be a small congregation, but we are still mighty.  Thank you for your 
generosity.  
 
         On a similar note, Bethany was recently presented with a plaque by the 
Capital Area Council of Churches for being the fourth largest Capital Region fund 
raiser in 2020 in the virtual CROP WALK.  Five walkers raising $5,642.    This 
year the walk is also virtual, raising funds to fight hunger.  Twenty five percent 
of the money raised goes to local food pantries and soup kitchens, while 75% of 
the money supports the work of the Church World Services for hunger relief, 
emergency food for refugees and disaster victims, improved access to clean 
water, and resources that empower and enable people to meet their own 
needs.  If you have a daily exercise routine or if you want to start one, why not 
combine that with a donation to the CROP Walk.  If you have computer access, 
go to www.crophungerwalk.org/albanyny to register as a walker (we could 
always use the help) or make a donation online (search for Bethany Reformed 
Church or one of our current walkers:  Chris and David Van Alstyne, David 
Nichols, and John Delehanty).  Our walkers will also accept in-person 
donations.  Because of COVID, there is probably more need this year than 
ever.  Please help.  
 
         With good weather over the past few days, it might be tempting to start 
planting, but if you can hold off for just a few more weeks, Bethany will be 
having their annual Flower Sale on May 7 and 8.  The plants are usually top 
quality at a good price, you will be helping a good cause, and you won’t have to 
worry about a late freeze.    
  

*Hymn of Parting         #118    (Red)  “The Day of Resurrection!” 
The day of resurrection! 
Earth, tell it out abroad; 

The Passover of gladness, 
The Passover of God. 

From death to life eternal, 
From this world unto the sky, 

Our Christ hath brought us over 
With hymns of victory. 

 



Our hearts be pure from evil, 
That we may see aright 
The Lord in rays eternal 

Of resurrection light; 
And listening to His accents, 
May hear, so calm and plain, 

His own “All hail!” and, hearing, 
May raise the victor strain. 

 
Now let the heavens be joyful, 

Let earth the song begin, 
Let the round world keep triumph, 

And all that is therein; 
Let all things seen and unseen 
Their notes of gladness blend, 

For Christ the Lord is risen, 
Our joy that hath no end. 

  
  
  
  
*Benediction 
The risen Christ is within you; go as confident and joyful Christ-Bearers! 
We go with Christ’s Spirit close by us; ever near us as companion, guide, 
and sustainer.  We are empowered for faithful ministry in Jesus’ Name.  
As we have joined to worship; let us depart to serve in the name of God the 
Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  And all God’s people say, Amen! 
  
Postlude 
  
  
                                                                            

 
  
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to 
the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.  
  
  
 


