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Order of Worship 
April 18, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Voltum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.    
  
Call to Worship -Based on 1 John 3:1-7 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.    
 And also with you. 
How great is the love that the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God. 
The reason the world does not know us is that it does not know him. 
Beloved, now we are God's children; what we will be has not yet been made known.  
But we know that when he appears we shall be like him, for we shall see him as 
he is. Amen! 
  
*Opening Hymn               #119  (Red)   “The Strife Is O’er” 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

The strife is o'er, the battle done; 
the victory of life is won; 

the song of triumph has begun. 
Alleluia! 

The powers of death have done their worst, 
but Christ their legions has dispersed. 

Let shouts of holy joy outburst. 
Alleluia! 

The three sad days are quickly sped; 
he rises glorious from the dead. 

All glory to our risen Head. 
Alleluia! 

Lord, by Your wounds on Calvary 
From death’s dread sting Your servants free, 

That we may live eternally. 
Alleluia! 

Final Ending: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 



Prayer of Confession 
 Beloved, we are God’s children now, but what we will be in the fullness of our time 
has not been revealed. What we do know is this:  we will be like Jesus the Christ 
and saints of God.  Let us consider how Jesus was revealed among us and pray to 
be more like the Christ in every way.  Jesus embodied the unconditional love of 
God… 
  
We pray, may we be more like Jesus. 
Jesus fed those who were hungry… 
We pray, may we be more like Jesus. 
Jesus drew near to those living on the margins and excluded… 
We pray, may we be more like Jesus. 
Jesus brought healing and wholeness to those in need… 
We pray, may we be more like Jesus. 
Jesus hungered and thirsted for righteousness… 
We pray, may we be more like Jesus. 
  
Words of Assurance 
Beloved, through the love shown to us by Jesus, we can be sure that we are God’s 
children now. The Spirit of Christ is among us in this gathering and the nature of Christ 
is revealed within us. We are becoming more and more like Christ each day.  Therefore, 
let us live joyfully as God’s people; saints and instruments of God’s way. 
  
Affirmation of Faith  
With all Christians everywhere, we believe in one God, who made everything. 
The Father sent his Son Jesus to die on the cross.  Jesus rose again as Lord of 
all, that we might live forever with him.  God sent his Holy Spirit to live in us, 
that we might grow more like Jesus. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Illumination  
Guide us O Lord, by your word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your faith find freedom, and in your will discover peace.  Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Gospel Reading is from 1 John 3:1-7 
 
Bible Text: 
See what love the Father has given us that we should be called children of God; 
and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been 
revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we 
will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as 
he is pure. 
 



Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know 
that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who 
abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. Little 
children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just 
as he is righteous. 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 
Sermon 

"" 
Rev. Eric L. Nichols, preaching 

 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving      #107  (Red)  “Celebrate with Joy and Singing” 

Celebrate with joy and singing, 
Alleluia be our song. 

Jesus Christ has risen to save us, 
Let us now return that love. 
Praises to our Christ belong. 

Through great love has come the victory;  
Life, not death, can be our claim,  

May we now declare Christ’s greatness,  
Spread good news, proclaim Christ’s name.   

Life, not death, can be our claim. 
As we teach and testify, 

 
Honor, glory, and praise, thanksgiving 

Give we now to God above. 
With the cross and grave Christ brought us, 

Let us now return that love. 
By our lives of dedication, 
As we teach and testify,  

May we show Christ’s love around us, 
May it grow and purify. 

 
Worship now with shouts of gladness, 

For the Christ, the Holy One,  
On this day of resurrection, 

For the world new life has won. 
Let us pray and praise the Savior, 
Trust the acts, believe the word. 

Our salvation has been purchased 
By our loving, risen Lord.   

 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
 



Announcements 
 Sign-up sheets for Flower Sale volunteers have been posted in the narthex. 

Besides buyers, the outdoor event needs lots of volunteers to set up tables, 
unload the truck, man the cash register, pack up unsold goods Friday night, 
reopen Saturday morning, and clean up Saturday evening.  If you are willing 
and able to help (hopefully multiple times), our event planner, Lynn Carlson,  
can find something for your to do.  Want a specific job?  Call Lynn (518-283-
8189 to reserve your spot. 

 The church office will be closed from Thursday, April 22 through May 4, 
2021.  If you need help or assistance please Pam, the VP of Consistory at 
518-384-1756) or the Senior Deacon, Wendy, at 518-483-8383.    

 Because of our secretary’s vacation schedule, all articles for the May 
newsletter must be received no later than Tuesday night, April 20.  Thank 
you for accommodating her schedule and helping the volunteers that will be 
completing some of the routine tasks in her absence. 

 The 2021 Albany CROP Hunger Walk will be held two weeks from today.  If 
you would like to walk, please see Wendy Delehanty.  If May 2nd doesn’t work 
for you, you can walk anytime during the month of May.   If you would like to 
support a walker, see Wendy, David Nichols, or Chris and David vanAlstyne.  
On a side note—did you know that David Nichols actually gets out of his 
wheelchair and uses a walker to do his part?  You can also donate to Bethany 
or an individual walker on the Albany CROP Hunger Walk site on-line.   
Bethany has been one for the top 5 fund raiser organizations for years.  We 
are half way toward this year’s goal.  Won’t you help?  The need this year is 
greater than ever.   

 A volunteer(s) is still needed to read mail, even briefly after church, for one 
of our new congregants.  Won’t you consider helping at least one Sunday a 
month?  Please call the church office to offer assistance.   

 

*Hymn of Parting     #104 (Red)  “Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!” 

Christ is risen! Shout hosanna! 
Celebrate this day of days. 

Christ is risen! Hush in wonder, 
all creation stand amazed. 

In the desert all surrounding, 
see, a spreading tree has grown. 

Healing leaves of grace abounding 
bring a taste of love unknown. 



Christ is risen! Hush in wonder 
All creation is amazed. 

Walk with gladness in the morning. 
See what love can do and dare. 
Drink the wine of resurrection, 

not a servant, but a friend; 
Jesus is our strong companion— 
joy and peace shall never end. 

Christ is risen! Earth and heaven 
nevermore shall be the same. 

Break the bread of new creation 
where the world is still in pain. 
Tell its grim, demonic chorus, 

“Christ is risen! Get you gone!” 
God the First and Last is with us. 

Sing hosanna, every one! 

*Benediction 
Wipe away the tear from every eye.  
Together we gaze with love at the Lamb who is  
Shepherd and Sacrifice. 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name of God the Creator, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.   And all God’s people say, 
Amen! 
 

Postlude 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   


