
 

 

 
Preaching today: 

The Rev. L. Eric Nichols 
 

Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2021 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  
called by Christ to glorify God –  

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
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Order of Worship 

April 25, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Voltum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.    
 

Call to Worship Based on  (Psalm 106) 
Praise the Lord.  Give thanks for God's goodness. 
God's steadfast love endures forever. 
Happy are those who observe justice, who do righteousness at all times. 
Save us, O Lord, and gather us from among the nations, that we may give thanks 
to your holy name, and glory in your praise. 
Come and worship God! 
 
*Opening Hymn     #105  (Red)  “Because Your Live, O Christ” 

Because you live, O Christ, 
the garden of the world has come to flower; 

the darkness of the tomb 
is flooded with your resurrection power. 

Refrain: 
The stone has rolled away 

and death cannot imprison! 
O sing this Easter day, 

for Jesus Christ has risen, 
has risen, has risen, has risen! 

Because you live, O Christ, 
the spirit bird of hope is freed for flying; 

our cages of despair 
no longer keep us closed and life-denying. [Refrain] 

Because you live, O Christ, 
the rainbow of your peace will span creation; 

the colors of your love 
will draw all humankind to adoration. [Refrain] 

 



Prayer of Confession  
Lord God we confess that we are not where we should be right now. We get distracted 
by idols, we forget that God promises to free all of God’s children. We proclaim our 
liberty, and forget that you also commanded us to love one another, and gave us 
instructions how to save one another.  Help us to love and work to save one another, 
we pray.  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom and Power and the 
Glory Forever. Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance 
Take heart; have faith. The goal is in sight.  Press on to take hold of it,as Christ has 
taken hold of us.  Have no fear; leave the past behind.  Reach out for what lies ahead, 
for the prize, for the life to be found in Christ Jesus. 
 
Instructions for Living – Romans 12:9 
As God’s forgiven people, how shall we live? 
We are to: let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; love 
one another with mutual affection; and, outdo one another in showing honor. 
 
Affirmation of Faith  
With all Christians everywhere, we believe in one God, who made everything. The 
Father sent his Son Jesus to die on the cross.  Jesus rose again as Lord of all, 
that we might live forever with him.  God sent his Holy Spirit to live in us, that we 
might grow more like Jesus. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Illumination  
Guide us O Lord, By your word and Holy Spirit, That in your light we may see light, 
In your faith find freedom, And in your will discover peace, Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Gospel Reading:    Philippians 4:10-20 

Bible Text:  
“I rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at last you have revived your concern for me; 
indeed, you were concerned for me, but had no opportunity to show it.11 Not that I 
am referring to being in need; for I have learned to be content with whatever I 
have. 12 I know what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any 
and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed and of going 
hungry, of having plenty and of being in need. 13 I can do all things through him 
who strengthens me. 14 In any case, it was kind of you to share my distress. 
15 You Philippians indeed know that in the early days of the gospel, when I left 
Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except 
you alone. 16 For even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me help for my needs 



more than once. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the profit that accumulates to 
your account. 18 I have been paid in full and have more than enough; I am fully 
satisfied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant 
offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 19 And my God will fully satisfy 
every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 To our God 
and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 
 

Sermon 
"Money, Power and the Christian Spirit" 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols, preaching 
 

   

*Hymn         #171  (Red)   “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 

The King of love my shepherd is,  
whose goodness faileth never.  

I nothing lack if I am his,  
and he is mine forever. 

 Where streams of living water flow,  
my ransomed soul he leadeth;  

and where the verdant pastures grow,  
with food celestial feedeth. 

Perverse and foolish, oft I strayed,  
but yet in love he sought me;  

and on his shoulder gently laid,  
and home, rejoicing, brought me. 

In death's dark vale I fear no ill,  
with thee, dear Lord, beside me;  
thy rod and staff my comfort still,  

thy cross before to guide me. 

Thou spreadst a table in my sight;  
thy unction grace bestoweth;  

and oh, what transport of delight  
from thy pure chalice floweth! 



 And so through all the length of days,  
thy goodness faileth never;  

Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise  
within thy house forever. 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 PLEASE REMEMBER: The last day for the submission of your completed survey 
for the Pastoral Search Committee is May 11, 2021. If you need a survey form 
to complete, please contact Pam Menton at (518) 281-0275 
or pamenton1@nycap.rr.com.  The Committee sincerely thanks the 22 
congregants who have already submitted their surveys. 

 Flower Sale volunteer sign-up sheets are in the narthex.  From the sign-up 
sheets posted, it looks like Lynn is doing almost everything single handedly.  
Please sign up to help or call Lynn directly at 518-573-4097 to schedule a time 
or times to enjoy the sunshine, your Bethany friends, and all the people who 
have come to support Bethany and add new energy and life to their gardens or 
those of their loved ones. It’s a special time with special people and it’s always a 
great day regardless of the weather.      

 The church secretary is on vacation this week, so if you need assistance or want 
something added to next week’s bulletin, please call the Consistory VP, Pam at 
518-384-1756 or the Senior Deacon, Wendy at 518-438-4383. 

 Bethany is still seeking a volunteer to read mail once a week to a visually 
impaired individual.  If you can help, please leave your name with Pam or 
Wendy.   

*Hymn of Parting      # 108    (Red)    “Christ is Alive!” 

 
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 
The cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 

Christ is alive! No longer bound 
to distant years in Palestine, 

but saving, healing, here and now, 
and touching ev’ry place and time. 

Not throned afar remotely high, 
Untouched, unmoved by human pain, 



But daily, in the midst of life, 
Our Savior in the God-head reigns. 

 
In ev’ry insult, rift, and war, 

where color, scorn, or wealth divide, 
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 
and lives, where even hope has died. 

Christ is alive, and comes to bring 
good news to this and ev’ry age, 
till earth and sky and ocean ring 

with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 

 

*Benediction 
Wipe away the tear from every eye.  
Together we gaze with love at the Lamb who is Shepherd and Sacrifice. 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name of God the Creator, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.   And all God’s people say, Amen! 
 
Postlude 

 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   


