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Order of Worship 

May 2, 2021 

Prelude 

Votum 

Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our help 
is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.    

 
Call to Worship Based on  (Psalm 106) 
 
Praise the Lord. 
Give thanks for God's goodness. 
God's steadfast love endures forever. 
Happy are those who observe justice, 
who do righteousness at all times. 
Save us, O Lord, 
and gather us from among the nations, 
that we may give thanks to your holy name, 
and glory in your praise. 
Come and worship God! 
 
*Opening Hymn               #482   (Red)     “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty” 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

Come, all who hear; now to his temple draw near, 
join me in glad adoration. 

 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigning; 
Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaining! 

Hast thou not seen How thy desires e’er have been  
Granted in what He ordaineth? 

 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him. 

Let the Amen sound from his people again; 
gladly forever adore him. 

Prayer of Confession  
Lord God we confess that we are not where we should be right now. We get distracted by 
idols, we forget that God promises to free all of God’s children. We proclaim our liberty, 
and forget that you also commanded us to love one another, and gave us instructions how 
to save one another.  Help us to love and work to save one another, we pray.  Our 
Father who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 



done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us 
our debts as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom and Power and the Glory Forever. Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance 
Take heart; have faith. The goal is in sight. 
Press on to take hold of it, 
as Christ has taken hold of us. 
Have no fear; leave the past behind. 
Reach out for what lies ahead, for the prize, 
for the life to be found in Christ Jesus. 
 
Instructions for Living – Romans 12:9 
 
As God’s forgiven people, how shall we live? 
We are to: let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; love 
one another with mutual  
affection; and, outdo one another in showing honor. 
 
*Affirmation of Faith  
 
With all Christians everywhere, we believe in one God, who made everything. 
The Father sent his Son Jesus 
to die on the cross. 
Jesus rose again as Lord of all, 
that we might live forever with him. 
God sent his Holy Spirit to live in us, 
that we might grow more like Jesus. Amen. 
 

*Gloria Patri (red 579) 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, World without end.  
Amen, Amen 

Prayer of Illumination  
Guide us O Lord, By your word and Holy Spirit, That in your light we may see light, 
In your faith find freedom, And in your will discover peace, Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The New Testament Reading  Philippians 4:10-20 

 “I rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at last you have revived your concern for me; 
indeed, you were concerned for me, but had no opportunity to show it.11 Not that I am 
referring to being in need; for I have learned to be content with whatever I have. 12 I 
know what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all 



circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of having 
plenty and of being in need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 14 In 
any case, it was kind of you to share my distress. 

15 You Philippians indeed know that in the early days of the gospel, when I left 
Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you 
alone. 16 For even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me help for my needs more than 
once. 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the profit that accumulates to your account. 18 I 
have been paid in full and have more than enough; I am fully satisfied, now that I have 
received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable 
and pleasing to God. 19 And my God will fully satisfy every need of yours according to his 
riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

This is the word of our Lord. 

           Praise be to You, O Christ! 

Sermon 
  “Money, Power and the Christian Spirit” 

Rev Eric L. Nichols 
     

*Hymn of Thanksgiving          #308  (Red)    “O Sing a Song of Bethlehem” 

O sing a song of Bethlehem, 
Of shepherds watching there, 

And of the news that came to them  
From angels in the air: 

The light that shone on Bethlehem 
Fills all the world today; 

Of Jesus' birth and peace on earth 
The angels sing alway. 

O sing a song of Nazareth, 
Of sunny days of joy, 

O sing of fragrant flowers' breath, 
And of the sinless boy: 

For now the flow'rs of Nazareth 
In ev'ry heart may grow; 

Now spreads the fame of his dear name 
On all the winds that blow. 

O sing a song of Galilee, 
Of lake and woods and hill, 

Of him who walked upon the sea 
And bade the waves be still: 

For though, like waves on Galilee, 



Dark seas of trouble roll, 
When faith has heard the Master's word, 

Falls peace upon the soul. 

O sing a song of Calvary, 
Its glory and dismay; 

Of him who hung upon the tree, 
And took our sins away: 

For he who died on Calvary 
Is risen from the grave, 

And Christ, our Lord, by heav'n adored, 
Is mighty now to save. 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 Today is the opening ceremony for the Albany CROP Hunger Walk.  Please take the 
time to donate the money for even one meal to help our less fortunate neighbors.  
David Nichols, Bill Murray, Wendy Delehanty are probably here today and you can 
give them your donation personally, or make a donation on-line to another member 
of Bethany’s team:  David and Chris van Alstyne or John Delehanty.  

 If Bethany wants to apply for a grant to improve our ramp to the front door 
(admittedly, one we all use occasionally), the deadline for applications is only 2 
weeks away.  Please contact Kathy Casey to see how you can help.  

 The Flower Sale is this week.  Bethany needs your help in order to make this event 
a fun and enjoyable time for all.  Your business is certainly appreciated (see the 
attached flyer), but Lynn also needs WORKERS.  Sign up in the narthex to join the 
Bethany team in spreading joy and beauty in our neighborhood(s). Thanks. 

 Still need a Covid vaccine?  Walk in any state run vaccine location (Crossgates) to 
get yours. 
   

*Hymn of Parting          #418   (Red)    “God, Bless Your Church With Strength” 

God, bless Your church with strength!   
Wherever we may be, 

Up build Your servants as we work  
In common ministry. 

Urge us from fledgling faith  
To venture and to soar 

Through open skies, to sing the praise  
Of Christ whom we adore. 

 
God, bless Your church with life:   



May all our branches thrive. 
Unblemished, wholesome, bearing fruit,  

Abundantly alive. 
From You, one holy vine,  

In freedom may we grown;   
Sustain us in our mission,  

Lord, Your love and peace to show. 
 

God, bless Your church with hope!   
Despite chaotic days, 

May we in chaos shine to light  
A pathway through life’s maze. 

May justice be our aim,  
And kindness ours to share, 

In humbleness O may we walk,  
Assured our God is there.   

 
 

*Benediction 

Wipe away the tear from every eye.  
Together we gaze with love at the Lamb who is  
Shepherd and Sacrifice. 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name  
of God the Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.   And  
all God’s people say, 
Amen! 
 
Postlude 

                                                                     

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or just 
slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the internet to 
worship and stay in touch.   

 



 


