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called by Christ to glorify God –  

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 

May 9, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 
Come, with your tiredness, your frustrations and your discouragements;  come with 
your doubts, your fears, and your longings;  come, to discover yet again how Jesus 
reveals God’s love and mercy.  Therefore, we proclaim:  
Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth. 
Amen.      
 
Call to Worship (based on Psalm 98, 1 John 5:1-6, John 15:9-17) 
We gather to worship the One who crafted creation out of chaos, 
our cries of joy join the anthems of the universe. 
We gather to lift our praise to the God who gives us voice, 
we bring the songs which have echoed in our hearts all week long. 
We gather as the children of God, our joy unbroken in God's love. 
young and old, tone deaf and perfect-pitched, lift the new, new songs of 
faith. 
 

*Opening Hymn            #479  (Red)  “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven” 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
to his feet your carols raise. 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
Who, like me, should sing God’s praise? 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise the Maker all your days! 

Praise God for the grace and favor 
Shown our forebears in distress. 

God is still the same forever, 
Slow to chide, and swift to bless 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Sing our Maker’s faithfulness! 

 
Like a loving parent caring, 

God knows well our feeble frame; 
Gladly all our burdens bearing, 



Still to countless years the same. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

All within me, praise God’s name! 
 

Angels, teach us adoration; 
You behold God face to face. 

Sun and moon, and all creation, 
Dwellers all in time and space. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise with us the God of grace! 

 

Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession  
Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly 
from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O 
God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from your 
presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger and abundant in steadfast love.; 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
Nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
As far as the east is from the west, 
So far he removes our transgressions from us. 
 
Instructions for Living - based on Colossians 3:12-15 
As the chosen of God, the holy people whom God loves; 
we are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility, 
gentleness and patience. 
Bear with one another; forgive each other. 



The Lord has forgiven us; now we must do the same. And may the peace of 
Christ reign in our hearts because it is for this that we were called together 
in one body; always being thankful. 
 
 
Affirmation of Faith – Our Song of Hope 
We believe in the one God, creator and sustainer of all things, Father of all 
nations, the source of all goodness and beauty, all truth and love.  
We believe in Jesus Christ, God manifest in the flesh, our teacher, example 
and Redeemer, the Savior of the world.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, God present with us for guidance, for 
comfort, and for strength. Amen. 
 
 
*Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end.  Amen, Amen.   
 

Prayer of Illumination 
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the 
Scriptures are read and your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you 
say to us today. Amen. 
 

Scripture Lesson: John 15:9-17 
 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love.  If you 
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love.  I have said these things to you so that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. “This is my commandment, 
that you love one another as I have loved you.  No one has greater love than this, 
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.  You are my friends if you do what I 
command you.  
       I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what 
the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to 
you everything that I have heard from my Father.  You did not choose me but I 
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the 
Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name.  I am giving you these 
commands so that you may love one another.” 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise be to You, O Christ! 

 
 

Sermon                         Rev. Eric L. Nichols, preaching 
   



*Hymn of Thanksgiving       #367    “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” 

Refrain: 
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, 

show us how to serve 
the neighbors we have from you. 

 

Kneels at the feet of his friends, 
Silently washes their feet, 

Master who pours out himself for them. [Refrain] 

 Neighbors are rich and poor, 
Varied in color and race, 

Neighbors are near and far away. [Refrain] 

These are the ones we should serve, 
These are the ones we should love: 

All are neighbors to us and you. [Refrain] 

Loving puts us on our knees, 
Serving as though we are slaves,  

This is the way we should live with You [Refrain] 
 

Kneel at the feet of our friends, 
Silently washing their feet: 

This is the way we should live with you. [Refrain] 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Bethany would like to thank Lynn for her great job of organizing the Mother’s 

Day Plant Sale, amidst continued concern over COVID.  Also, thanks go out 
to all the volunteers who helped set up, sell, and tear down the event and all 
the buyers who helped make this sale a success.  Resuming the sale after a 
year of isolation lifted everyone’s spirits almost as much as the beautiful 
flowers.  Thank you.   

 Have you been longing to get outside to attend some or any sporting event?  
Did you know Bethany has a softball team?  You can cheer them on this 
Thursday, May 13 at 6:30 pm at the Henry Hudson Town Park on Barent 
Winne Road in Selkirk when they play the First United Methodist Church from 
Delmar.  Additional games in May, all starting at 6:30 pm in the South 
Bethlehem Town Park on 20 Wylie Lane in South Bethlehem are Tuesday, 
May 18, against Beth Emeth and Thursday, May 27, against the Legacy 



Church.  For more details, contact David Hollner who has been a long time 
member of the team.  

 The Bible Study group will meet after church in the pastor’s study.  This new 
meeting place will allow Bethany to Zoom the meeting.    Please join the 
group, in person or on your computer, to discuss, digest, and apply the 
scriptures to our everyday lives.  We are currently studying Galatians 1-3.  

 On May 19th churches in New York State can open to full capacity.  Bethany 
hopes to see more familiar faces in the pews as the number of people 
vaccinated grows.  We miss you all.   

 If you forgot to send a card to our oldest member, Phoebe Lewinski, on her 
101st birthday tomorrow, May 10th, please include her in your prayers and 
send her a belated birthday card at 145 Colonial Avenue, Albany, NY  12208.  
Although she has been unable to attend services because of COVID fears, 
she still lives at home with her daughter and considers Bethany “family.”  

 

*Hymn of Parting    “Faith of Our Mothers” 

Faith of our mothers, living yet 
In cradle song and bedtime prayer, 

In nurs'ry love and fireside love, 
Thy presence still pervades the air: 
Faith of our mothers, living faith, 
We will be true to thee till death. 

 
Faith of our mothers, lavish faith, 

The fount of childhood's trust and grace, 
O may thy consecration prove 

The well-spring of a nobler thought: 
Faith of our mothers, lavish faith, 
We will be true to thee till death. 

 
 Faith of our mothers, guiding faith, 

For youthful longing– youthful doubt, 
How blurred our vision, blind our way, 

Thy providential care without: 
Faith of our mothers, guiding faith, 
We will be true to thee till death. 

 
 Faith of our mothers, Christian faith, 
In truth beyond our manmade creeds, 

Still serve the home and save the church, 
And breathe thy spirit through our deeds: 



Faith of our mothers, Christian faith, 
We will be true to thee till death. 

 
*Benediction 
Christ sends us forth: 
Keep my commandments, abide in my love. 
We will go forth in peace and justice! 
Love one another, go forth to serve: 
We will go forth in love! 
Share in my mission, bear fruit that will last: 
We will go forth as your friends, rejoicing! 
Let us go forth in peace to witness to our community and world, 
that Christ is alive! 
 

Postlude 

 

 

                                               

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 


