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Order of Worship 

May 16, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
 
Votum  
Come, with your tiredness, your frustrations and your discouragements; come with 
your doubts, your fears, and your longings; come, to discover yet again how Jesus 
reveals God’s love and mercy. Therefore, we proclaim:  
Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth. Amen. 
 
Call to Worship  
Come with what you have.  
For you who grieve this day, know that you are invited to bring the broken 
pieces of your heart.  
For here the breath of God is creating new meaning. Come with what you have.  
For you who come with gladness know that your melody will find harmony. 
For here the breath of God is creating new meaning. Come with what you have.  
For you weighed down by too many ‘shoulds’ and ‘what-ifs’ know that here 
you may lay down the heavy burdens of guilt and shame.  
For here the breath of God is creating new meaning. Come with what you have.  
For you who have the answers, know that new questions await you.  
For here the breath of God is creating new meaning. Come with what you have.  
For you who come seeking, know that your questions are safe in the 
presence of God. For here the breath of God is creating new meaning. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn                   Rock Of Ages (not in our hymnal) 
 

Rock of ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee; 
Let the water and the blood, 

From Thy wounded side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure, 

Save from wrath and make me pure. 
 

Could my tears for ever flow, 
Could my zeal no languish know, 

These for sin could not atone- 
Thou must save, and Thou alone: 

In my hand no price I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling. 



 
While I draw this fleeting breath, 

When my eyes shall close in death, 
When I rise to worlds unknown 
And behold Thee on Thy throne, 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee. 

 
Invocation  
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession  
Too often, Lord God, we are hesitant in our proclamation; seeking safe and suitable 
opportunities to speak of our faith.  
Too often, Lord God, we are half-hearted in our service; reluctant to stand out from 
the crowd or to attract criticism.  
Too often, Lord God, we live as if dependent wholly on our own resources; relying 
on our perceived skills and modest insights.  
Too often, Lord God, we look to the clouds for our inspiration, in the vain hope of 
finding you there. Forgive the poverty of our efforts and the frailty of our faith and 
open wide our hearts and minds to the immanent presence of our Risen, Living and 
Ascended Lord Jesus Christ .  
In his name we pray and say together: “Our Father …” 
 
Assurance of Pardon  
God feeds the hungry and gives hope to the parched.  
That's us.  
God brings healing to the sick and visits those imprisoned.  
That's us.  
God wraps warmth around the cold, and knits a sweater for the naked.  
That's us.  
God loves every person, forgives every person, cares for every person.  
That's us. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
Affirmation of Faith  
With all Christians everywhere, we believe in one God, who made 
everything. The Father sent his Son Jesus to die on the cross. Jesus rose 
again as Lord of all, that we might live forever with him. God sent his Holy 
Spirit to live in us, that we might grow more like Jesus. Amen.  
 
 
 
 



*Gloria Patri (red 579) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, World without end.  
Amen, Amen 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the 
Scriptures are read and your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you 
say to us today.  Amen. 
 
 
Scripture Lesson from Acts 1:1-11   
 
              In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught 
from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.  After his 
suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing 
to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  While staying 
with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the 
promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now.”  
               So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?”  He replied, “It is not for you to know 
the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.  But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  
When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 
him out of their sight.  While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, 
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them.  They said, “Men of Galilee, why 
do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 
Sermon               Rev. Eric L. Nichols, preaching 
 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #361 (Red)   I Want Jesus to Walk with Me  
 
 

I want Jesus to walk with me; 
I want Jesus to walk with me; 
all along my pilgrim journey, 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 



In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 
in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 

when my heart is almost breaking, 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 
When I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 
when I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 

when my head is bowed in sorrow, 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
Announcements 

 For those walkers and donors to Bethany’s Team of CROP Hunger Walkers 
that are interested in the results, our team raised $5,855  ($855 dollar above 
our goal)  and is #21 on the national list of top 100 Teams.  Donations are 
still being taken through the end of May on the website, but congratulations 
are truly in order for everyone who participated. 

 There are only a scant few flowers left from the Flower Sale.  Four annual 
Lemon grasses, 10 “spikes,” 5 small fuchsia plants, and one unknown plant, 
possibly a Salvia. They are in the nursery.  If you are interested in them, 
please take them and give them a home.  If you wish to make a donation, 
there is a box on the table.  Thanks to all the volunteers and purchasers, 
profits from the sale were around $4,500.  The raffle raised $240 and the 
winner was the same neighbor who won two years ago.  We want to know 
her secret.    

 The Adult Bible Study Group now plans to meet regularly after church in the 
pastor’s study.  A minor problem last week with the volume of the 
microphone will hopefully be resolved this week.  Please join the group in 
person or by Zoom. Coffee is now available in the sacristy to tempt you to 
stay.    

 The Capital Area Council of Churches is looking for volunteers to participate 
in a discussion group, via Zoom, on suggestions for action items that would 
be of interest to congregations throughout the area.  If you would like to 
join, please register for the May 20th meeting at 
https://bit.ly/CACCgroupMay20.  

 The final Spring 2021 issue to “RCA Today” is available in the pocket display 
board at the back of the church.  The magazine began in 2008 as a way to 
share stories of revitalization and church planting, but it has decided to go 
digital and shift its resources to its website, Faithward.org.  Enjoy for free 
this last copy that highlights some of the creative approaches churches have 
taken to reach out in this time of COVID to expand their youth ministries, 
engage their community, and adapt to a changing world.   

 
 
 
 



 
 
*Hymn of Parting      #536    (Red)    Lord, Make Us More Holy  
 

Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy, 

until we meet again: 
holy, holy, holy, 

until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving, 

until we meet again: 
loving, loving, loving, 
until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient, 

until we meet again: 
patient, patient, patient, 

until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

until we meet again: 
faithful, faithful, faithful, 

until we meet again. 
 
 
* Benediction  
Go out into the world,  
and in your words and in your lives bear witness to the Christ who has 
ascended to be everywhere present.  
And as you come to know him,  
may God give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation, may Christ Jesus lift 
up his hands and bless you, and may the Spirit open to you all the riches of 
Christ’s inheritance.  
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord,  
…In the name of Christ. Amen. 
   
   
Postlude 
 
 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
11 AM Adult Bible Study (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 
5 PM Internet Sing and Pray (Wednesdays 

 
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
 


