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Order of Worship 

May 23, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 
Come, with your tiredness, your frustrations and your discouragements; 
come with your doubts, your fears, and your longings; 
come, to discover yet again how Jesus reveals God’s love and mercy. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven 
and earth. Amen.  
 

Call to Worship 
God, who created the fields of Eden, 
takes delight in all things, including us! 
God of glory, God of grace, 
your name is exalted in all the earth! 
Christ, who walked the streets of our world, 
gives hope to all people, including us! 
God of glory, God of grace, 
your Son is Savior of all creation! 
God's Spirit, who stays in our hearts, 
bears truth and peace to us! 
God of glory, God of grace, 
your love surrounds our every moment. 
 

*Opening Hymn               #128   (Red)   “On Pentecost They Gathered” 
 

On Pentecost they gathered Quite early in the day, 
A band of Christ’s disciples, to Worship, sing, and pray. 
Q mighty wind came blowing, Filled wall the swirling air 
And tongues of fire aglowing Inspired each person there. 

 
The people all around them Were startled and amazed 

To understand their language, As Christ the Lord they praised. 
What universal message, What great good news was here? 

That Christ, once dead, is risen To vanquish all our fear. 
 

God pours the Holy Spirit On all who would believe, 
On women, men, and children Who would God’s grace receive. 

That Spirit knows no limit, Bestowing life and power,  
The church, formed and reforming, Responds in every hour. 



O Spirit, sent from heaven On that day long ago, 
Rekindle faith among us In all life’s ebb and flow. 

O give us ears to listen And tongues aflame with praise,  
So Folk of every nation Glad songs of joy shall raise.   

 
 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Amen. 
  
 
Prayer of Confession 
The Apostle Paul tells us that the Spirit of God prays for us “with sighs too deep for 
words”.  Through the Life-Giving Breath of God, we are given all that we need.  
 
Let us breathe deeply—inhaling the good gifts that God provides, and exhaling all of 
the things that we need to release. 
  
Let us breathe in strength.   
And, let us exhale our exhaustion 
   
Let us breathe in freedom.   
And, let us exhale all that holds us back.   
  
Let us breathe in a new sense of direction.   
And, let us exhale the paths we no longer want to use. 
  
Let us breathe in hope.   
And, let us exhale self-doubt.   
   
Let us breathe in unconditional love.   
And, let us exhale distrust and hate.   
  
Holy Spirit, let us feel the mighty rush of your presence in this place. Blow away 
our fears and worries, and help us to breathe in your gifts of new life.  Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
In sorrow so deep we cannot find our way out, 
God cradles us in comfort; 
in moments so shadowed we trip over our fears, 
God lights the way for us; 
in joy which cascades into our souls, 
God fills us with healing. Amen 



Affirmation of Faith  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father; from there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

Prayer of Illumination    

Holy God, Word made flesh, let us come to this word open to being surprised. 
Silence our agendas; banish our assumptions; cast out our casual detachment. 
Confound our expectations; clear the cobwebs from our ears; penetrate the corners 
of our hearts with this word. We know that you can, we pray that you will, and we 
wait with great anticipation. Amen. 

 

The New Testament Reading  John 15:26-16:15 

 “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf.  You also 
are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning. 

“I have said these things to you to keep you from stumbling.  They will put 
you out of the synagogues. Indeed, an hour is coming when those who kill you will 
think that by doing so they are offering worship to God.  And they will do this 
because they have not known the Father or me.  But I have said these things to 
you so that when their hour comes you may remember that I told you about them. 

The Work of the Spirit 

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with 
you.  But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where 
are you going?’  But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your 
hearts.  Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for 
if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him 
to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and 



righteousness and judgment:  about sin, because they do not believe in me; about 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 
about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.  
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not 
speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come.  He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you.  All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you.  

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

    

Short Interlude (between scripture and sermon) “Holy Spirit Rain Down” 

 
Sermon Message               "What Else?" 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols, preaching 
   

*Hymn of Thanksgiving       #326  (Red)    “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” 

Spirit of God, who dwells within my heart,  
wean it from sin, through all its pulses move.  

Stoop to my weakness, mighty as you are,  
and make me love you as I ought to love. 

I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies,  
no sudden rending of the veil of clay,  
no angel visitant, no opening skies;  

but take the dimness of my soul away. 

Did you not bid us love you, God and King,  
love you with all our heart and strength and mind?  

I see the cross there teach my heart to cling.  
O let me seek you and O let me find! 

Teach me to feel that you are always nigh;  
teach me the struggles of the soul to bear,  
to check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh;  

teach me the patience of unceasing prayer. 

Teach me to love you as your angels love,  
one holy passion filling all my frame:  

the fullness of the heaven-descended Dove;  
my heart an altar, and your love the flame. 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 



 

Announcements 

 The Consistory will meet this afternoon via Zoom. 
 Bible Study will commence after the service in the Pastor’s Study. 
 Since NYS mask regulations now mirror those of the CDC, we want to 

request that all unvaccinated congregants please continue to wear a mask for 
the safety of all.  We will continue to use socially distancing guidelines during 
services while we await further clarification from the Synod and the State.  

 Bethany’s softball team plays Thursday at 6:30 pm at the South Bethlehem 
Town Park against the Legacy Church Team.  It’s just one more excuse to 
lazily sit outside and enjoy the weather.    

 The June newsletter will go out on Friday.  Please send any articles or 
suggestions or prayer requests or personal stories to 
Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com or drop them off in the church office by 
Thursday.  Thank you.    

 

*Hymn of Parting               #319    (Red)   “Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness”   

[Refrain] 
Spirit, spirit of gentleness, 

Blow through the wilderness, calling and free, 
Spirit, spirit of restless, 

Stir me from placidness, Wind, wind on the sea. 
 

You moved on the waters, You called to the deep, 
Then you coaxed up the mountains From the valleys of sleep, 

And over the eons You called to each thing, 
“A wake from your slumbers And rise on your wings.” 

[Refrain] 
 

You swept through the dessert; you stung with the sand, 
And You gifted your people With a law and a land, 

And when they were blinded With their idols and lies, 
Then you spoke through Your prophets To open their eyes. 

[Refrain] 
 

You sang in a stable, You cried from a hill, 
Then You whispered in silence When the whole world was still, 

And down in the city You called once again 
When you blew through Your people On the rush of the wind. 

[Refrain] 
 
 
 
 



You called from tomorrow, You break ancient schemes, 
From the bondage of sorrow The captives dream dreams; 

Our women see visions, Our men clear their eyes. 
With bold new decisions Your people arise. 

[Refrain] 
 

 

*Benediction (based on John 16:7-15, Psalm 1) 
May God protect you through your time of trial. May the love of Christ, 
seen in what he did, and heard in what he said, fill you with joy and hope. 
May the Holy Spirit advocate for you, leading into all truth, lighting the way of faith, and 
strengthening you to follow Jesus, so that you will become like a strong, young tree, 
growing deep and bearing much fruit. Amen. 
 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 


