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Order of Worship 

May 30, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum 
Come, with your tiredness, your frustrations and your discouragements; 
come with your doubts, your fears, and your longings; 
come, to discover yet again how Jesus reveals God’s love and mercy. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made 
heaven and earth. Amen.  
 

Call to Worship 
God, who flung the stars into the night sky, rejoices over all creation, especially us! 
Come to us, Laughing God, and gladden our hearts with your goodness and 
grace. 
Christ, the Word of joy and life, fills all creation with hope, especially us! 
Come to us, Brother and Savior, and reclaim our hearts as your own. 
The Spirit, who breathes life into emptiness, gives all creation the gift of peace, 
especially us! 
Come to us, Spirit of Gentleness, and refresh us with the dew of delight. 
 

*Opening Hymn     #461  (Red)       “God Is Here” 

God is here! As we his people 
Meet to offer praise and prayer, 
May we find in fuller measure 
What it is in Christ we share. 

Here, as in the world around us, 
All our varied skills and arts 
Wait the coming of his Spirit 
Into open minds and hearts. 

Here are symbols to remind us 
Of our lifelong need of grace; 

Here are table, font, and pulpit; 
Here the cross has central place. 

Here in honesty of preaching, 
Here in silence, as in speech, 

Here, in newness and renewal, 
God the Spirit comes to each. 



Here our children find a welcome 
In the Shepherd's flock and fold; 

Here, as bread and wine are taken, 
Christ sustains us as of old. 

Here the servants of the Servant 
Seek in worship to explore 

What it means in daily living 
To believe and to adore. 

Lord of all, of Church and kingdom, 
In an age of change and doubt, 
Keep us faithful to the Gospel; 
Help us work your purpose out. 
Here, in this day's dedication, 
All we have to give, receive; 

We, who cannot live without you, 
We adore you! We believe! 

 
 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Amen. 
 

Prayer of Confession (Based on Ps. 51:1-2, 10). 
"Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love, according to your 
abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin... Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new 
and right spirit within me"  
 

Assurance of Pardon 
Here, in this moment and in this place, the Spirit of gentleness moves in our 
midst.  Mercy, hope and joy are the gifts of God to each and every one of us. 
No longer lost, we have found our way home, surrounded by God's peace, 
by God's grace, by God's love. Thanks be to God, we are forgiven! Amen. 
 

 

 



*Affirmation of Faith 
Though he was divine, he did not cling to equality with God, but made 
himself nothing.  Taking the form of a slave, he was born in human 
likeness. He humbled himself and was obedient to death, even the death of 
the cross. Therefore God has raised him on high, And given him the name 
above every name:  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and 
every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 
 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
  
Prayer of Illumination 
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the 
Scriptures are read and your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you 
say to us today. Amen. 
 

The New Testament Reading  Bible Text: Romans 8:12-17  

This is the Word of the Lord, 
      Praise be to God! 
 
Musical Interlude      “Give Thanks” 

         
Sermon:                              Message by Rev. Eric L. Nichols 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving               #128  (Green)    ‘Shine, Jesus, Shine” 

Lord, the light of your love is shining 
in the midst of the darkness, shining. 

Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us; 
set us free by the truth you now bring us: 

Shine on me, shine on me. 
 

[Refrain] 
Shine, Jesus, shine, 

Fill this land with the Father’s glory. 
Blaze Spirit, blaze,  

Set our hearts on fire.   
Flow, river flow,  

Flood the nations with grace and mercy. 
Send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light! 



Lord, I come to your awesome presence,  
From the shadows into your radiance;  

By the blood I may enter your brightness; 
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness:  

Shine on me, shine on me.   
[Refrain] 

 
As we gaze on your kingly brightness,  

So our faces display your likeness,  
Ever changing from glory to glory, 

Mirrored here may our lives tell your story: 
Shine on me, shine on me. 

[Refrain] 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Just a reminder that next Sunday is “Food Pantry Sunday.”  The pantry 

especially likes paper products (diapers, paper towels, etc), personal care 
products (shampoo, deodorant, tampons, etc), cleaning products (dish soap, 
etc).—all things that can’t be bought with food stamps.  They also like high 
protein items (peanut butter, stews, etc.).    (Interesting. We just learned 
that they are not crazy about Kraft Mac & Cheese - each box requires half a 
stick of butter!)  If you have been blessed with ample food and shelter 
throughout this COVID crisis, please remember those who have not been so 
blessed.  Patrons may have lost their job or had their hours significantly cut, 
and even though things are starting to return to “normal,” they have a 
backlog of bills they have to prioritize.  If you can’t shop and carry food to 
church, please consider making a monetary donation by leaving your 
donation in an envelope on the table or in the offering plate.  Thank you. 

 While Memorial Day is often thought of as the “start of summer,” it will 
probably be remembered this year as the start of a return to “normalcy.”  
Please don’t forget to remember and honor all those service people who died 
making that “normalcy” possible. 

 
*Hymn of Parting        # 138  (Red)    “Holy, Holy, Holy” 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed trinity! 

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 



 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 
though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see, 

only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity. 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth, and sky, and sea. 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed trinity! 

*Benediction 
Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to [the] gospel and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept 
secret for long ages but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings 
has been made known to all nations, to bring about the obedience of faith–to the 
only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen. 
 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

11 AM Adult Bible Study in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   


