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Order of Worship 

June 6, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 
Come, with your tiredness, your frustrations and your discouragements; 
come with your doubts, your fears, and your longings; 
come, to discover yet again how Jesus reveals God’s love and mercy. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made 
heaven and earth. Amen.  
 
Call to Worship 
On this day, we gather with thanksgiving in our hearts. 
For God's love is ever constant in our lives. 
On this day, we would talk of all that is ours. 
Grace upon grace has been poured into our lives. 
On this day, we would speak of what we believe. 
We will sing glad songs for all that God has done. 
   
 
*Opening Hymn    # 288 (Red)     “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” 
 
 

I sing the mighty power of God  
that made the mountains rise,  

that spread the flowing seas abroad  
and built the lofty skies. I sing the wisdom that ordained  

the sun to rule the day;  
the moon shines full at his command,  

and all the stars obey. 

I sing the goodness of the Lord  
that filled the earth with food;  

God formed the creatures with a word  
and then pronounced them good.  

Lord, how Thy wonders are displayed,  
where'er I turn my eyes,  

if I survey the ground I tread  
or gaze upon the skies. 



There's not a plant or flower below  
but makes your glories known,  

and clouds arise and tempests blow  
by order from Thy throne;  

while all that borrows life from you  
is ever in your care,  

and everywhere that we can be,  
Thou, God, are present there. 

Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Amen. 
 

Prayer of Confession 
Holy God, you declared your love for your Son, Jesus Christ, and anointed 
him with power through the Holy Spirit. He was thrown into the wilderness 
and tempted. We too are tempted. Forgive us for the times we submit to 
temptation and for the times we have avoided the chaos of our world 
instead of showing your grace. Forgive us for forgetting that when we do 
face temptation, you are with us. Help us to depend on you when the world 
frightens us or lures us to do things we know are wrong. In the name of 
Christ our Savior and the power of the Holy Spirit we pray. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Hear these words of salvation from 1 Peter 3: 
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring 
you to God.  Christ, the Son of God, has saved us from all our sins. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

Affirmation of Faith (based on Psalm 130) 
We believe in God: 
who hears our cries when we find ourselves sheltering from the fears 
around us, 
who hears our voices from the hollows of our worries and longing, 
who pays close attention to our words, 
who does not dismiss them as being of no consequence. 
  
We believe in Jesus: 
who does not carry around a notebook to write down every foolish mistake 
we make or all those hurtful words we offer to others, but who gathers 



them up like so much dust and scatters them to the wind, inviting us to 
join hand in hand in the dance of forgiveness and grace. 
  
We believe in the Spirit: 
who teaches us the patience we need to wait;  
so that in the waiting, we would learn to hope that we are not alone in 
days of worry, of uncertainty, of loss;  
so that in the hoping we might discover the gift of watching for the signs 
of grace in the songs from balconies, for the wonder of life in neighbors 
reaching out to us, for the serenity that comes in the quiet of night. 
And, in the watching, may we see you coming to us: 
  
God, overflowing with steadfast love; 
Jesus, with armfuls of grace like bouquets of flowers; 
Spirit, whose peace is the power which sustains us in these days. 
  
Amen. 
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

  
Prayer of Illumination 
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the Scriptures 
are read and your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us today. 
Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading:  2 Corinthians 4:6-15   

Bible Text: For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ. 

But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this 
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us.  We are afflicted in 
every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but 
not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the 
death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies.  For 
while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life 
of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh.  So death is at work in us, but life 
in you. 



But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I 
believed, and so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak,  because we know 
that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring 
us with you into his presence.  Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it 
extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 

This is the Word of the Lord, 
Praise be to God! 

 
 

Music Interlude:          “Only a Shadow” 

     

Sermon 
"A Light Shines in the Darkness" 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols, preaching 
 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #77 (Green)      “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

I want to walk as a child of the light; 
I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world; 
The star of my life is Jesus 

 
[Refrain] 

In him there is no darkness at all;  
The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God; 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 
I want to see the brightness of God;  

I want to look at Jesus. 
Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path, 

And show me the way to the Father. 
[Refrain] 

 
I’m looking for the coming of Christ; 

I want to be with Jesus. 
When we have run with patience the race,  

We shall know the joy of Jesus.   
[Refrain] 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 



Announcements 

 Next week the church will honor our 2021 high school graduate, Ben Hollner.  
Please plan on joining us in person for this milestone in his life’s journey. 

 Family Promise, the homeless shelter next door in our parsonage, has put 
out a special “wish list.”  If you would like to help them in their mission to 
work with homeless families to secure the means and skills to sustain 
permanent housing for their children, items can be delivered to the back 
porch of the parsonage.  When you leave items, please ring the bell or call 
the Day Center phone at (518) 650-8895 to let them know the items are 
there.  They will also mail you a receipt for tax purposes, if requested, when 
you tell them the cost of the donation.  Items needed include:  Pull-ups 3T-
4T or 4T-5T, baby wipes, shampoo, conditioner, body wash, bar soap, 
toothpaste, deodorant, all-purpose spray cleaner, all-purpose liquid cleaner, 
toilet bowl cleaner, disinfecting wipes, laundry soap, sponges, 13-gallon trash 
bags, liquid dishwashing sap, liquid hand soap, toilet paper, paper towels, 
and Kleenex.   

 Collections for the First Church food pantry take place at Bethany every 
Sunday, but we designate the first Sunday of the month as “Food Pantry 
Sunday.”  The food pantry needs many of the same things as Family 
Promise, including paper products and personal care items that cannot be 
bought with food stamps.  High protein items are also in demand (but not 
Mac & Cheese mixes that require half a stick of butter).  Whether you give 
here or next store, please remember those that are still struggling with the 
devastation caused by COVID 19, long term layoffs, and bills that continued 
to mount throughout the crisis.  If you have “enough,” please share your 
blessings with those that are less fortunate.  Thank you.   

*Hymn of Parting    #446  (Red)   ”Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken” 

Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Zion, city of our God; 

He whose word cannot be broken 
formed thee for his own abode; 
on the Rock of Ages founded, 

what can shake thy sure repose? 
With salvation's walls surrounded, 
Thou may'st smile at all thy foes. 

See, the streams of living waters, 
springing from eternal love, 

well supply thy sons and daughters, 
and all fear of want remove; 



who can faint while such a river 
ever flows their thirst t'assuage? 

Grace, which like the Lord, the giver, 
never fails from age to age. 

Round each habitation hov'ring, 
see the cloud and fire appear 

for a glory and a cov'ring, 
showing that the Lord is near; 

thus deriving from their banner 
light by night and shade by day, 
safe they feed upon the manna 

which he gives them when they pray. 

*Benediction 
Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to [the] gospel and the preaching of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long 
ages but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made 
known to all nations, to bring about the obedience of faith–to the only wise God be glory 
forever through Jesus Christ!  Amen. 
 
Sending 
Now, let us go into the world as God’s children. 
We will go to walk beside all who are in the shadows, 
for there, we will find God journeying with them. 
Now, let us go into our communities as the family of Jesus. 
We will walk with our sisters who work multiple jobs; 
we will walk with our brothers who raise children on their own. 
Now, let us go into our neighborhoods as companions of the Spirit. 
We will walk in peace with those who are so angry, 
we will walk with those who have been damaged by hate. 

  

Postlude 

 

 

 

 



                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

11 AM Adult Bible Study in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 


