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Order of Worship 

 June 13, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum 

Sometimes we get lost or confused; therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the 
name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth. Amen. 
  
Call to Worship 
The church is the place where the broken gather: 
let us worship the One who reconciles us to one another and to God. 
The church is the place where sinners are welcome: 
let us worship God who, with forgiving hands, shapes us into new people. 
The church is the place where the lost, the least, the forgotten, the ignored gather: 
let us worship God who looks at us with the eyes of love. 
   
*Opening Hymn      #482  (Red)       “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty” 

Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation! 

Come, all who hear; now to his temple draw near, 
join me in glad adoration. 

Praise to the Lord, above all things so wondrously reigning; 
sheltering you under his wings, and so gently sustaining! 

Have you not seen all that is needful has been 
sent by his gracious ordaining? 

Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 
surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 
if with his love he befriends you. 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him. 

Let the Amen sound from his people again; 
gladly forever adore him. 

  

Invocation 
Almighty God, As we stand in awe of your goodness and mercy today, we invite you 
to be present amongst us by the power of your Holy Spirit. Father, we declare that 
we love you. Thank you that you have made the way of love known through your 
son Jesus Christ. We pray that you would reveal this great love to us all today as 
we gather to worship. Lead us by your Spirit to praise you. May our hearts overflow 
with thanksgiving and our mouths proclaim your everlasting greatness. In the 
wonderful name of Jesus we pray, Amen. 
  



Prayer of Confession  
Lord Jesus Christ, we remember with gratitude those people who 
generously sowed the seeds of faith in our lives. Above all. we recognize 
how you have blessed our lives with the gift of the Holy Spirit so that our 
faith has miraculously and mysteriously grown.  
  
We confess the times we fail to involve ourselves in planting any seeds of 
faith in the lives of others; 
the times when our personal agendas become more important than 
yours; the times when we have denied others the opportunity to expand 
their faith through our lack of interest or involvement; the times when our 
lives become so entangled with the values of the world that we forget 
what you have said and done and promised. 
   
Lord Jesus Christ, we know that when we become disconnected from you, 
our lives become parched and unfruitful and our faith becomes stunted and 
dry. Bless and renew our lives, we pray, so that we remain connected to 
you at all times and in all places, strengthening our faith to expand and, 
growing strongly and vigorously, to bear the fruit of your mercy, your love, 
your undying life.  Amen. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
This is the good news: no longer must we walk the old paths of sin and death. 
Christ has come to take our old ways on himself, and to fill us with new life in God. 
Now, we know we are forgiven; 
now, we know we are at peace; 
now, we can step forward in faith, 
to live with our God forever. Amen. 
  
  
Affirmation of Faith  
With all Christians everywhere, we believe in one God, who made 
everything. The Father sent his Son Jesus to die on the cross.  Jesus rose 
again as Lord of all, that we might live forever with him.  God sent his Holy 
Spirit to live in us, that we might grow more like Jesus. Amen. 
  
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
  

Prayer of Illumination  
Guide us O Lord, By your word and Holy Spirit, That in your light we may see light, 
In your faith find freedom, And in your will discover peace, Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
  



The New Testament Reading:   2 Corinthians 5:6-17   

Bible Text: 

So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the 
body we are away from the Lord— for we walk by faith, not by sight.  Yes, we do 
have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the 
Lord.  So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.  For 
all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive 
recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we 
ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your 
consciences.  We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an 
opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast 
in outward appearance and not in the heart.  For if we are beside ourselves, it is for 
God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you.  For the love of Christ urges us on, 
because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died.  And he 
died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him 
who died and was raised for them. 

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in 
that way.  So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see, everything has become new.  

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

  

Interlude:      “Thanks be to God” 
                                                

Sermon 

"" 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols, , preaching 

  

*Hymn of Thanksgiving    #404  (Red)     “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” 

Precious Lord, take my hand, Lead me on, help me stand; 
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn. 

Through the storm, through the night, 
Lead me on to the light; 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 
  

When my way grows drear, Precious Lord, linger near; 
When my life is almost gone, 

Hear my cry, hear my call, 
Hold my hand lest I fall; 

Take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home. 



Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

PRESENTATION TO BENJAMIN HOLLNER 

  

 

Announcements 

         When Bethany asked Ben’s father to give us, Ben’s church, a short 
biography, below is what he wrote.  It’s easy to see why David is so proud of 
his son and why Bob is so proud of his grandson: 

Benjamin will graduate from Colonie Central High school with a Regents 
diploma. Ben plans to attend Hudson Valley Community College to study 
Marketing  in the Fall. 

 
Ben has played school volleyball since the 8th grade.  He was named Most 
Valuable Player for the varsity team and earned 3rd team honorable 
mention in the Suburban Council. 
 
Ben has bowled on the varsity team since he was in 8th grade, and was a 
starter both his junior and senior year. Ben was also named the Most 
Valuable Player this year for this varsity team as well. 
 
Ben is employed at Hoffman’s Car Wash in Colonie.  He enjoys video 
games and hanging out with his friends. 

         Please check out the draft copies of a new version of Bethany’s Member 
and Friend directory in the narthex.  If your information is incorrect, or if you 
see incorrect information about ANYONE, please help us get it right.  Correct 
it on the draft copy or email the correction to the church office and it will be 
corrected in the congregations’ newest directory due out the 4th of 
July.  Also, if you live alone and would like to designate a contact person for 
inquiries if you cannot be reached or have a medical emergency, please 
include that as well.  Put an asterisk (*) next to the name if you would NOT 
like it included in the directory, but would like Bethany to have it available, if 
needed.  Please have someone contact Bethany if you are hospitalized and/or 
need support! 
         The Words of Hope’s “Navigating Life’s Transitions” daily devotional guide 
for July, August, and September can be found on the radiator in the back of 
the church.  Help yourself to a free copy. 
         Several congregants have asked how to contact Gordon Davis.  His new 
address is 805 West Middle St.—GC 691, Chelsea MI  48118.  He would love 
to hear Bethany still remembers. . .  
  

 



*Hymn of Parting    # 267  (Red)     “All Things Bright and Beautiful” 

Refrain: 
All things bright and beautiful,  
all creatures great and small, 

all things wise and wonderful,  
the Lord God made them all. 

Each little flow’r that opens, 
each little bird that sings, 

God made their glowing colors, 
God made their tiny wings. [Refrain] 

The purple-headed mountain, 
the river running by, 

the sunset, and the morning 
that brightens up the sky; [Refrain] 

The cold wind in the winter,  
the pleasant summer sun,  

the ripe fruits in the garden, 
God made them, ev’ry one. [Refrain] 

God gave us eyes to see them,  
and lips that we might tell 
how great is God Almighty, 

who has made all things well. [Refrain]  

*Benediction 

Wipe away the tear from every eye.  
Together we gaze with love at the Lamb who is Shepherd and Sacrifice. 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name of God the Creator, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.   And all God’s people say,  Amen! 
  

Sending 
The God who has reconciled us to one another, 
as well as the Holy Community, sends us forth. 
We will go to gather the broken 
as we bring healing in our hands.   
Jesus, who has shaped us into new people 
with his grace-filled hands, sends us forth. 
We will go to welcome those we have ignored, 
drawing the stranger into a warm embrace.  
The Spirit, who teaches us how to look at others 
with the eyes of love and hope, sends us forth. 
We will go to become one with those tossed aside, 
to be the community of hope for which they have searched. 
  

 Postlude 


