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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
  
  

Bethany Reformed Church 
       760 New Scotland Avenue           Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 
 

  



Order of Worship 

June 20, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
  

Votum 
Sometimes our greatest enemy is fear, therefore, we proclaim:  
Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth. 
Amen.                 
  
Call to Worship 
The church is the place where the broken gather: 
let us worship the One who reconciles us to one another and to God. 
The church is the place where sinners are welcome: 
let us worship God who, with forgiving hands, shapes us into new 
people. 
The church is the place where the lost, the least, the forgotten, the ignored 
gather: 
let us worship God who looks at us with the eyes of love. 
  
  

*Opening Hymn     #1  (Green)   “Sing a New Song” 

[Chorus] 
Sing a new song unto the Lord; 

Let your song be sung from mountains high 
Sing a new song unto the Lord 

Singing alleluia 
 

[Verse 1] 
Yahweh's people dance for joy 

O come before the Lord 
And play for him on glad tambourines 

And let your trumpet sound 
 

[Chorus] 
Sing a new song unto the Lord; 

Let your song be sung from mountains high 
Sing a new song unto the Lord 

Singing alleluia 
 



[Verse 2] 
Rise, O children, from your sleep; 

Your Savior now has come 
He has turned your sorrow to joy 

And filled your soul with song 
 

[Chorus] 
Sing a new song unto the Lord; 

Let your song be sung from mountains high 
Sing a new song unto the Lord 

Singing alleluia 

Invocation 
Thank you that we can bring to your feet all the hurts and fears that trouble 
us and leave them there knowing that your strength and assurance are all 
that we require.   Thank you that as we draw near in worship we are 
transported from a world of concerns and fears to a place where we can be 
at peace in your presence find healing, wholeness and refreshment. 
Thank you Lord God for the opportunity of worship. 
  
Prayer of Confession  
We confess to You, O God, our fears come from many different 
sources: the criticism of others, the uncertainty of our times, the 
hardships that veil our eyes from your loving purpose, our own sin 
and failure, and the evils of terror and war threaten to undo us. Too 
often we give into fear, despairing, and acting as if you have  
abandoned us. Forgive us, God. May your Spirit renew our faith and 
courage. May we live faithfully, not fearfully. This we ask in the 
name of Christ, who is our hope now and for all times to come. 
Amen.     
(Period of silent confession.)    
 
Assurance of Pardon   
This saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance; Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners. He bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that free 
from sins, we live by righteousness. By his wounds we are healed.  
We believe this good news and will live in peace. 
  
Instructions for Living and Affirmation of Faith–Belhar Conf. 
We believe: 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as 
the community of believers who have been reconciled with God and 
with one another;  That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an 
obligation for the church of Jesus Christ; That through the working 



of God's Spirit it is a binding force, yet simultaneously a reality 
which must be earnestly pursued and sought: one which the people 
of God must continually be built up to attain;  That this unity must 
become visible so that the world may believe that separation, enmity 
and hatred between people and groups is sin which Christ has 
already conquered, and accordingly that anything which threatens 
this unity may have no place in the church and must be 
resisted.  Amen 
  

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
  
        
Prayer of Illumination 
Holy Spirit, open our hearts to receive your Word, reveal to us the good 
news, and enable us to trust in the promise of salvation in Jesus Christ. 
Amen.      
  
New Testament Reading:  Mark 4:35-41 
          On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go 
across to the other side.” And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with 
them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him.  A great 
windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was 
already being swamped.  But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; 
and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we 
are perishing?”  He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, 
“Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm.  He said 
to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?”  And they were filled 
with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the 
wind and the sea obey him?” 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
Musical Interlude:  "There is a Longing" 

                        

Sermon                                                            "Storms” 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols, preaching 



  

*Hymn of Thanksgiving   #209 (Red)    “My Song Forever Shall Record” 

My song forever shall record 
The tender mercies of the Lord; 
Thy faithfulness will I proclaim, 

And every age shall know Thy Name. 
I sing of mercies that endure, 
Forever builded firm and sure. 

 
Almighty God, Thy lofty throne 
Has justice for its cornerstone; 

And shining bright before Thy face 
Are truth and love and boundless grace. 

The heavens shall join in glad accord 
To praise Thy wondrous works, O Lord. 

 
The swelling sea obeys Thy will, 

Its angry waves Thy voice can still; 
The heavens and earth, by right divine, 

The world and all therein, are Thine; 
The whole creation’s wondrous frame 
Proclaims its Maker’s glorious Name. 

 
With blessing is the nation crowned 

Whose people know the joyful sound; 
They in the light, O Lord, shall live, 
The light Thy face and favor give. 

Their fame and might to Thee belong, 
For in Thy favor they are strong. 

  

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

         The Murrays are looking for your help in providing them meals during 
Nancy's recovery from surgery.  If you can cook 2 extra helpings any night 
and deliver them to Colonie, they would greatly appreciate it.  If you can't 
cook, many of the grocery stores now provide a variety of meals for "take 
out."  Because neither Nancy nor Bill can drive, your assistance would be a 
"Godsend."  Please call them at 518-452-3500 if you can help.  Thank 
you.      



         CROP update--David vanAlstyne, our excellent and longtime CROP walk 
leader, proudly announced the final donation tallies are in and Bethany 
recorded our highest fundraising total ever: $8,355.  Thank you all for your 
support and donations and thank all our walkers:  Wendy and John 
Delehanty, Chris and David vanAlstyne, Bill Murray and David Nichols.  Who 
would guess that a faithful few could do so much?  Hungry people in Albany 
and around the world thank you.  
 
         Softball Update—Fan support is particularly important in hard 
times.  Bethany’s team needs your support.  This is the league’s 
50th anniversary, and it was started by one of our own, Bob Eberle.  Show 
the team that you support their efforts to provide a recreational means of 
interacting with other churches and engaging our youth.  Bethany’s next 
game is Thursday, against the Delmar Fire Department at the Delmar Fire 
Department field. Last Thursday they had 3 fans.  This Thursday you can 
make it 4.  
 
         The summer newsletter for July and August will go out this week.  Please 
look ahead to anything (besides the Brooks BBQ on July 16) that needs to be 
put on everyone’s calendar.  Please enjoy the relaxing of travel restrictions 
but be safe and come back to Bethany whenever you are in town or join us 
on Zoom.  We await your return in person.  
 
         A “Draft” copy of the church directory is in the narthex.  Please make any 
corrections to it prior to its publication during the Fourth of July 
weekend.  Either write on the draft copy or email corrections to the church 
office.  Thank you. 
  
         Adult Bible Study will take place in the Pastor’s Office and on Zoom 
following today’s service. 
 
         The Consistory will meet today via Zoom at 2.   

*Hymn of Parting    #262   (Red)    “God of Our Fathers” 

God of our fathers, whose almighty hand 
Leads forth in beauty all the starry band 

Of shining worlds in splendor thru the skies, 
Our grateful songs before Thy throne arise. 

 
Thy love divine hath led us in the past, 
In this free land by Thee our lot is cast; 

Be Thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay, 
Thy word our law, Thy paths our chosen way. 

 



From war's alarms, from deadly pestilence, 
Be Thy strong arm our ever sure defense; 
Thy true religion in our hearts increase, 

Thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 
 

Refresh Thy people on their toilsome way, 
Lead us from night to never ending day; 

Fill all our lives with love and grace divine, 
And glory, laud, and praise be ever Thine! 

*Benediction  

Go to live dangerously with Jesus, taking up the cross of discipleship,  
enduring with Christ and for Christ, that the world may find the way 
to God. 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name of God the 
Creator, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.   And all God’s people say, 
Amen! 
  
*Benediction 

 

                                                                                                         

  

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

11 AM Adult Bible Study in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 


