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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
  
 
 
  

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue            Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
  

  



Order of Worship 
June 27, 2021 

  
Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
  

Votum 
Come, with your tiredness, your frustrations and your discouragements; 
come with your doubts, your fears, and your longings; 
come, to discover yet again how Jesus reveals God’s love and mercy. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has 
made heaven and earth. Amen.      
  
Call to Worship 
Come among us, Healing God; we wait for you. 
We come, hungry for your Word to bless us. 
Come among us, Compassionate Christ; we hope in you. 
We come, hungry to be filled with the Bread of Heaven. 
Come among us, Restoring Spirit; we wait and hope in you. 
We come, eager to rest in your peace. 
  
*Opening Hymn       #380   (Red)      “O Christ, the Healer” 
  

O Christ, the healer, we have come 
to pray for health, to plead for friends. 

How can we fail to be restored, 
when reached by love that never ends? 

  
From every ailment flesh endures 

our bodies clamor to be freed; 
yet in our hearts we would confess 
that wholeness is our deepest need. 

  
How strong, O Lord, are our desires, 

how weak our knowledge of ourselves! 
Release in us those healing truths 

unconscious pride resists or shelves. 
  

In conflicts that destroy our health, 
we diagnose the world's disease; 
our common life declares our ills: 

is there no cure, O Christ, for these? 
  



Grant that we all, made one in faith, 
in your community may find 

the wholeness that, enriching us, 
shall reach the whole of humankind. 

  
  
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise 
your greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise 
you for your wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is 
unparalleled, your grace is overwhelming, your love is never failing. You 
promised that you will never leave or forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit 
and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 
  
Prayer of Confession  
Too often, Lord God, we are hesitant in our proclamation; seeking safe and 
suitable opportunities to speak of our faith.  
  
Too often, Lord God, we are half-hearted in our service; reluctant to 
stand out from the crowd or to attract criticism.  
  
Too often, Lord God, we live as if dependent wholly on our own resources; 
relying on our perceived skills and modest insights. 
  
Too often, Lord God, we look to the clouds for our inspiration, 
in the vain hope of finding you there. 
  
Forgive the poverty of our efforts and the frailty of our faith 
and open wide our hearts and minds to the immanent presence 
of our Risen, Living and Ascended Lord Jesus Christ . 
In his name we pray and say together: 
“Our Father …” 
  
   
Assurance of Pardon 
Listen to the Good News!  Hope in God, for God's love has no ending; God 
fills us with grace and hope, this day, and forever. 
God hears our voice, and listens to our prayers, redeeming us from 
all our sins.  Thanks be to God, we are forgiven.  Amen. 
  
Affirmation of Faith  
With all Christians everywhere, we believe in one God, who made 
everything.  The Father sent his Son Jesus to die on the cross.  Jesus 
rose again as Lord of all, that we might live forever with him.  God 



sent his Holy Spirit to live in us, that we might grow more like 
Jesus.  Amen.  
  
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
        
Prayer of Illumination 
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as 
the Scriptures are read and your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy 
what you say to us today. Amen. 
  
Scripture Lesson:  John 6:25-34 
  
Bible Text: 
When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, 
when did you come here?”  Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you 
are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill 
of the loaves.  
Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for 
eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the 
Father has set his seal.”  Then they said to him, “What must we do to 
perform the works of God?”   
Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him 
whom he has sent.”   So they said to him, “What sign are you going to give 
us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you 
performing?   Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, 
‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’”   
Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave 
you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread 
from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven 
and gives life to the world.”  They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread 
always.” 

 
This is the Word of the Lord! 

Thanks be to You, O Christ! 
  
Musical Interlude: "If You But Trust in God to Guide You" 
                        
        
Sermon                          "What’s Your Motivation" 
                                    Rev. Eric L. Nichols, preaching           



*Hymn of Thanksgiving or Praise  # 473 (Red) "For the Beauty of the Earth" 
   

For the beauty of the earth,  
for the glory of the skies,  

for the love which from our birth  
over and around us lies. 

  
Refrain:  

Christ, our Lord, to you we raise  
this, our hymn of grateful praise. 

  
For the wonder of each hour  
of the day and of the night,  

hill and vale and tree and flower,  
sun and moon and stars of light, 

[Refrain ] 
  

For the joy of ear and eye, 
For the heart and mind’s delight, 

For the mystic harmony 
Linking sense to sound and sight, 

[Refrain] 
  

For the joy of human love,  
brother, sister, parent, child,  

friends on earth, and friends above,  
for all gentle thoughts and mild, 

[Refrain] 
  

For Thy church that evermore 
Lifteth holy hands above, 

Offering up on every shore 
Her pure sacrifice of love. 

[Refrain] 
  
  
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
  
Announcements 

         Bethany is fully open!!  CDC recommendations no longer require 
masks or social distancing for fully vaccinated people.  A COVID 
tracking log is no longer required.  We have missed seeing many of 
our congregants.  Even though summer is here, we’d love it if 
everyone could check in at least once over the summer “in person” 



so we can see you made it safely through the long months of 
isolation.  Hallelujah.  Welcome home.  We made it.  
         Next week our guest pastor will be the Rev. John 
Paarlberg.  The Rev. Paarlberg is a retired RCA pastor having most 
recently served the First Church in Albany.  He is also a member of 
the executive committee of the New York State Council of Churches 
and is a regional coordinator for Churches for Middle East Peace. 
         Keep July 16 open on your calendar. It’s Brook BBQ time, and 
we need everyone (plus more) to help.  Check the newsletter for 
the many ways you can help. 
         The Bethany softball team is still waiting to see you in the 
stands. You missed an exciting 11 inning game on Thursday in 
gorgeous weather. Their next game is Thursday, July 1, at the 
South Bethlehem Town Park against the First United Methodist 
Church of Delmar.  Their remaining season schedule can be found 
in the newsletter.  
         Today is the last day to update church directory information 
before new copies are made available on the 4th of July.  Also, a 
reminder that if you would like an emergency “contact” person 
identified in the directory or just identified for pastoral help 
(asterisk * the name so it will NOT be included in the directory), 
please add their name and phone number to the draft copy of the 
directory in the narthex.  Bethany would like to be there for you if a 
health crisis occurs, but if we don’t know about it or have no one to 
contact to know your needs or to follow your progress, we can’t 
help.  
         The Murrays appreciate the help of those that have responded 
to their request for dinners while Nancy recovers from surgery. If 
you would like to help, please speak with Bill after church or call 
Nancy at home.  Thank you.   
  

  
*Hymn of Parting      #538  (Red)     “Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing” 
  

Lord, dismiss us with your blessing; 
fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
let us each, Thy love possessing, 

triumph in redeeming grace. 
O refresh us, O refresh us, 

trav'ling through this wilderness. 

Thanks we give and adoration 
for Thy gospel's joyful sound: 
may the fruits of Thy salvation 



in our hearts and lives abound: 
ever faithful, ever faithful 

to the truth may we be found. 

So that when Thy love shall call us, 
Savior, from the world away, 
let no fear of death appall us, 
glad Thy summons to obey: 
may we ever, may we ever 

reign with Thee in endless day. 

  
*Benediction 
If you have found some of the good bread of Christ here this day, 
then don’t hesitate to share it with others. For this is the bread that 
increases the more it is given away, and nourishes us best in the presence of 
goodwill and laughter. 
  
Go now to where you find friends and neighbors, as well as family and 
strangers. To Share that never-ending love of the Healer of all. 
  
Go now, with that faith which dares to touch the outcast, with hearts that 
break for the pain of others.  To share the compassion of the Friend of the 
broken.  
  
Go now, carrying word and wonder to a weary world, waiting in silence for 
the songs of hope to sing to all creation. To follow the Dryer of tears 
wherever we are led. 
Amen! 
   
Postlude 
  
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
11 AM Adult Bible Study in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

  
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch.  


