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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 
July 4, 2021 

Prelude 

THE APPROACH TO GOD 
  
Votum 
  
Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
Amen.                                                                           Psalm 124:8 
  
  
Call to Worship 
  

Come to Christ, a living stone. 
One rejected by mortals, yet chosen and precious in God’s sight. 
Like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, 
To be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices to God through 
Jesus Christ. 
He is a cornerstone, chosen and precious. 
Whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.           (from I Peter 
2:4-6) 

  
  
Hymn          417 (red)    “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”          
  
          

Christ is made the sure foundation, 
Christ the head and cornerstone, 
chosen of the Lord and precious, 

binding all the church in one; 
holy Zion's help forever, 

and our confidence alone. 
  

To this temple, where we call thee, 
come, O Lord of hosts, today: 

with Your wonted loving-kindness 
hear Your people as they pray; 

and Your fullest benediction 
shed within its walls alway. 

  
Here bestow on all Your servants 

what they ask of You to gain, 
what they gain from You forever 

with the blessed to retain, 
and hereafter in Your glory 

evermore with You to reign.  



Laud and honor to the Father, 
laud and honor to the Son, 

laud and honor to the Spirit, 
ever Three and ever One, 

One in might, and One in glory, 
while unending ages run. 

   
Prayer of Confession 

 
God of grace and welcome, you sent your Son into the world to seek 
and to save those who are lost. Yet there are those who ignore his 
call and disregard his love. With sorrow we confess that we have 
hindered your love. When by our own laziness and apathy, we have 
failed to share your good news; Lord, forgive us.  When because of 
our fears we have not answered your call to mission; Lord, forgive 
us. When by our words we have wounded others or by our neglect 
have turned others away from you; Lord, forgive us. Remove from us 
all that hinders us from being the reflection of your love and by your 
Spirit give us grace to show your compassion and to share your joy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Assurance of Pardon   
  
Instructions for Living   (Colossians 3: 12-17) 
  
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
  
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
  
Prayer for Illumination 
  
The Epistle Lesson 2 Corinthians 12: 2-10 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

   
The Gospel Lesson Mark 6: 1-13 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Music interlude:  “Let Us Hope When Hope Seems Hopeless.”  
Text by David Beebe, tune by Emma Lou Diemer 
  
Sermon by Rev. John Paarlberg              "Familiarity and Faith”                
Prayer for Blessing on the Word 



THE RESPONSE TO GOD 
  
*Hymn 89 (green) “Lord, We Hear Your Word with Gladness” 
  

Lord, we hear your word with gladness, You have spoken–we rejoice: 
Words of love and life and freedom—Help us make their truth our choice! 

Now in holy celebration for the Word we worship you; 
spoken, written, known in Jesus, ours today and prove anew.  

  
May we hear with understanding, by your Spirit taught and led. 

May the springs of all our being by your living Words be fed. 
May our hearts accept with meekness all the grace your light makes 

known. 
May obedience mark our footsteps till we make each word our own. 

  
You have spoken; yours the fullness, ours the wealth of this your Word. 

Debtors, then, as living letters we must make your gospel heard! 
By your Spirit’s power transform us; shed your saving light abroad 

Till our lives by love in action show our world the truth of God 
          
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
  
Announcements 

  
         We welcome the Rev. John Paarlberg to our pulpit this morning.  The Rev. 
Paarlberg is a retired RCA pastor having most recently served the First 
Church in Albany.  He is also a member of the executive committee of the 
New York State Council of Churches and is a regional coordinator for 
Churches for Middle East Peace. And check it out—he wrote the lyrics for 8 
hymns in our green hymnbook.               
         Next week the Rev. Eric Nichols will again be Bethany’s guest preacher.  
         New directories are available in narthex.  Please take one.  Most entries 
now include email addresses in response to the growing preference for 
emails over phone calls. 
         12 days until the Brooks BBQ.  Can you join us on July 15 to wash and 
wrap potatoes?  Can you join us Friday morning to make coleslaw?  Can you 
be an order taker, meal packer, or car delivery person for an hour of two 
between 2-6 pm on Friday?   Come and bring your kids and /or older 
grandkids.  Sitting, standing, blind, hard of hearing, or disabled, we can find 
a job for everyone.    
         The Rev. Doug Kiel, a former Bethany pastor, was recently diagnosed 
with colo-rectal cancer.   He has just started his second round of 
chemotherapy but is facing 9 months of treatment, and praying for a 
cure.  When asked if his address could be shared with you, he was delighted 
and immediately asked for updates on YOU. He asked our secretary to pass 
on “hellos and love” from him to his Bethany “family.”  A card, an update, or 
a memory that reminds him of his Bethany family, would all be appreciated 



and would lift his spirits.  His address is 8297 Coldwater Rd., Flushing, 
MI  48433.    
         Gordon Davis has moved, yet again.  His new address is 805 W Middle 
Street, Room 325, Chelsea, MI  48118. 
         Please extend congratulations to Phyllis McCarty who has retired months 
shy of serving 40 years in her position and joined the ranks of thousands of 
teachers that ended their careers after a year or more on Zoom. There was a 
64% rise in teacher retirements in 2020 and this year is projected to be 
worse.  Thank you, Phyllis, for hanging in there as long as you did. 

  
*Hymn 434 (red)  “Today We All Are Called to be Disciples”               
  

Today we all are called to be Disciples of the Lord, 
To help to set the captive free, Make plowshare out of sword, 

To feed the hungry, quench their thirst,Make love and peace our fast, 
To serve the poor and homeless first, Our ease and comfort last. 

  
God made the world and at its birth Ordained our human race 
To live as stewards of the earth, Responding to God’s grace. 

But we are vain and sadly proud, We sow not peace but strife, 
Our discord spreads a deadly cloud That threatens all of life. 

  
Pray justice may come rolling down As in a mighty stream, 

With righteousness in field and town To cleanse us and redeem. 
For God is longing to restore An earth where conflicts cease, 

A world that was created for A harmony of peace. 
  

May we in service to our God Act out the living Words, 
And walk the road the saints have trod Till all have seen and heard. 

As stewards of the earth may we Give thanks in one accord 
To God who calls us all to be Disciples of the Lord.  

  
*Benediction  
 Postlude 
  
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to 
the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

11 AM Adult Bible Study in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   


