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Order of Worship 
July 11, 2021 

Prelude 

The Approach to God 
 

Votum 
Come, with your tiredness, your frustrations and your discouragements; 
come with your doubts, your fears, and your longings; 
come, to discover yet again how Jesus reveals God’s love and mercy. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made 
heaven and earth. Amen. 
 

Call to Worship 
In Jesus Christ, the Child of God, we hear, and see, 
the Word of peace, which is for all people: 
we gather to tell the world that peace is God's will for us. 
In Jesus Christ, Redeemer of all creation, we hear, and see, 
the healing of the broken, which is for all people: 
we gather to proclaim the good news of God's faithfulness and 
justice. 
In Jesus Christ, our Lord, our Brother, we hear, and see, 
the inheritance of God, which is for all people: 
we gather to share with our sisters and brothers this glorious grace 
we have received. 
 

*Opening Hymn      #487 (Red)    “When Morning Gilds the Skies” 
 

When morning gilds the sky,  
My heart awaking cries:  

May Jesus Christ be praised!  
Alike at work and prayer  

To Jesus I repair:  
May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
Does sadness fill my mind? 

A solace here I find: 
May Jesus Christ be praised!  
Or fades my earthly bless? 

My comfort still is this: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 



 
Let earth's wide circle round  

in joyful notes resound:  
May Jesus Christ be praised!  

Let air and sea and sky  
from depth to height reply:  
May Jesus Christ be praised! 

 
Be this, while life is mine, 

My canticle divine: 
May Jesus Christ be praised!  

Be this the eternal song 
through all the ages long:  

May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
 
 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise 
your greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise 
you for your wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is 
unparalleled, your grace is overwhelming, your love is never failing. You 
promised that you will never leave or forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit 
and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 
 

Prayer of Confession  
They may not be beaten down or lying by the road, but there are 
people we pass by, Watching God. Some are family and friends we 
take so much for granted we cannot see how we have stripped them 
of our love and compassion.  Others are neighbors: who have been 
left half-dead by crushing work; who have fallen into the hands of 
despair; who have been abandoned by all those who walked on by 
them. Many are strangers, people we don't know, but quickly judge: 
they are weak, or poor, or the enemy or because they remind us of 
who we once were, or could become. Rescue us from the power of 
our sins, Righteous One of all generations. Pour out your justice on 
us, rather than your judgement, that we would be moved with pity, 
and spurred to action; that we would hear of the hope that is ours, 
and share it with our sisters and brothers; that we would shower 
mercy on all we meet, even as we have received forgiveness for our 
sins through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
 



Assurance of Pardon 
Before the earth was shaped, God created the music of grace which sets our 
hearts, our souls, our feet to dancing with joy in the hope God has given to 
us.  
It is God who has created us, it is God who has redeemed us, and it 
is God who sends us forth to live as brothers and sisters of Christ. 
Thanks be to God, we are forgiven. Amen. 
 
*Affirmation of Faith 
We believe in God the Father, maker of all things. 
We believe in his Son Jesus Christ, Lord and Savior of the world. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, giver of life and light. 
We belong to the Church, God's family everywhere. Amen. 
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 
 

Prayer of Illumination 
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as 
the Scriptures are read and your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy 
what you say to us today. Amen. 
 

The New Testament Reading  Mark 6:14-29  

 
Bible Text 
 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some 
were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this 
reason these powers are at work in him.”  But others said, “It is Elijah.” And 
others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.”  But when 
Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 

For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him 
in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod  
had married her. For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to 
have your brother’s wife.”  And Herodias had a grudge against him, and 



wanted to kill him. But she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that 
he was a righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard 
him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him.  

But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his 
courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. When his daughter 
Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the 
king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.”  And 
he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half 
of my kingdom.”  

She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, 
“The head of John the baptizer.”  Immediately she rushed back to the king 
and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist 
on a platter.”  The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths 
and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her.  Immediately the king sent 
a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and 
beheaded him in the prison, brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the 
girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother.  When his disciples heard about it, 
they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Music Interlude:    “When God Restored Our Common Life” 

 

Sermon Message from the Rev. Eric L. Nichols 

 
The Response to God 

 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving    “Praise to the Lord” (not in Bethany’s hymnals)  
 
(Catherine will play and sing the 1st verse to teach it, and then all will sing 

verses 1 and 2) 
 

Praise to the Lord, all of you, God’s servants, 
Blessed be the name of our God now and ever, 

From the rising of the sun 
May the Lord be praised.  Praise to the name of the Lord! 



 
There is none like our God in the heavens or on earth, 

Who lifts the poor from the dust, seating them with the mighty 
Who stoops to raise the weak and low: 

May the Lord be praised.  Praise to the name of the Lord! 
 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

Announcements 

 The Consistory is pleased to announce that we have contracted with 
Reverend Eric Nichols for the position of part time pastor thru 
December 2021. He has been with us since January and we are very 
excited to have him continue to bring us the word of God.   This does 
not in any way change the work the Pastoral Search Committee is 
doing and we continue to thank them and pray for their efforts.  

 The Search Committee will be meeting today after church. 
 The Adult Bible Study will not be meeting today but will meet again 

next week.   
 BROOKS BBQ is here (on Friday).  Volunteer sign-up sheets are in the 

narthex.  Sign up for your preferred job, or chance someone calling 
you to do “another” job, because Bethany needs everyone’s help, plus 
the help of family members, neighbors, and friends in order to make 
this a success.  A list of ways to help before, after, or the day of the 
event were included in the newsletter. And don’t forget, we need 
brownies, cookies, or bars to put in every dinner.  In February, we  
served over 750 dinners by 4 pm. That’s a lot of help and a lot of 
baking needed.   

 Family Promise has invited Bethany to join them for an ice cream 
social on Thursday from 6:30-8:30 on the lawn or (in case of rain) in 
the Fellowship Center here at Bethany.   They are celebrating the 
graduation from high school and college of 6 recent family members 
plus the lifting of many restrictions due to COVID.  Without Bethany’s 
help in renting our beautiful parsonage to the group, these 5 
graduates along with many other families would not now have the 
bright future they look forward to because of Family Promise.  Thank 
you for recognizing Bethany’s ability to be a light in the darkness by 
supporting Family Promise in its mission to provide a road to 
sustainable housing to children and families in crisis.  You might also 
want to check out this Times Union article about one of the current 
families: https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Grondahl-Brazilian-mother-
fights-to-save-16264873.php 



*Hymn of Parting    #485  (Red)     “To God Be the glory” 

 
To God be the glory, great things he hath done: 
so loved he the world that he gave us his son, 

who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 
and opened the lifegate that all may go in. 

 
Refrain: 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 
and give him the glory, great things he hath done. 

 
Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done, 

and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son, 
but purer, and higher, and greater will be 

our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. [Refrain] 
 
 

Benediction 

Children of God, go forth dancing, singing, and praising. 
Dance joy into sorrowful places! 
Sing hope into places of despair! 
Praise God this day and always! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 



10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

11 AM Adult Bible Study in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 


