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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 

called by Christ to glorify God – 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 

July 18, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 Votum 

Sometimes our lives need to be de-cluttered, therefore, we proclaim: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth. 
Amen.      

 Call to Worship 

To our world filled with brokenness and disease, 
God brings healing! 
To our world filled with loneliness and disappointment, 
God brings joy! 
People of God, shout for joy to the Lord. 
Let us worship the Lord with gladness. 
For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; 
His faithfulness continues through all generations. 
  
*Opening Hymn    # 476   “O Worship the King!” 
  

O worship the King, all glorious above! 
O gratefully sing God's power and God's love; 
Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

 
O tell of God's might, O sing of God's grace, 

Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space, 
His chariots of heaven the deep thunderclouds form, 
And bright is God's path on the wings of the storm. 

 
The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old; 

Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

 
Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

 



Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail; 

Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend. 

  

 

Invocation 

Dear Lord and Father, Thank you that you promise us that where two or 
three are gathered you are there in the midst. Lord, we welcome You 
amongst us today and celebrate the gift of life that you have lavished upon 
each of us. We ask that You would open our ears so that we may hear your 
voice. Open our minds so that we may receive Your eternal wisdom. Open 
our spirits so that we may know Your leading and guidance. And open our 
hearts so that we may receive Your wonderful love. We ask all this in the 
glorious name of Jesus. Amen. 

 Prayer of Confession  

Jesus, cleanser of temples and souls,look deep within our hearts and 
our lives,and clear away all that holds us back. 
  
May our minds, spirits and bodies be a Temple that is open to Your 
presence: and may our words and our actions be transparent to Your 
love and truth. 
  
We pray that this church community, will be purified in its life and 
mission, so that all that we do in and from here may reveal Your 
Gospel to others. 
  
In a moment of silence we sit before You, and name those things for 
which we seek Your cleansing and healing, so that we may be more 
faithful disciples. 
(Period of silent confession.)  
   

  
Assurance of Pardon - John 2:13-22 
Friends of Jesus, we are made clean by the words he has spoken to us. 
There is room in our lives and in our community for the Holy One to 
dwell. Thanks be to God. Amen.  
  

 



Instructions for Living and Affirmation of Faith - Colossians 1:15-20 
Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 
For in him all things in heaven and on earth were created: things 
visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers; all things have been 
created through him and for him.  He himself is before all things, and in him 
all things hold together. 
And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the 
firstborn from among the dead, so that he might come to have first 
place in everything. 
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God 
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood 
of his cross. 
  

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
  

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination  
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see 
light, in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

The New Testament Reading   Mark 6:30-56 
   The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done 
and taught.  He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by 
yourselves and rest a while.”  For many were coming and going, and they 
had no leisure even to eat.  And they went away in the boat to a deserted 
place by themselves.  Now many saw them going and recognized them, and 
they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 

  As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for 
them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to 
teach them many things.  When it grew late, his disciples came to him and 
said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now very late; send them 
away so that they may go into the surrounding country and villages and buy 
something for themselves to eat.”  



 

 But he answered them, “You give them something to eat.” They said to him, 
“Are we to go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread, and give it to 
them to eat?”  And he said to them, “How many loaves have you? Go and 
see.” When they had found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.”  Then he 
ordered them to get all the people to sit down in groups on the green 
grass.  So they sat down in groups of hundreds and of fifties.  

 Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and 
blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before 
the people; and he divided the two fish among them all.  And all ate and 
were filled; and they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the 
fish.  Those who had eaten the loaves numbered five thousand 
men.  Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead 
to the other side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd.  After saying 
farewell to them, he went up on the mountain to pray. 

 When evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the 
land.  When he saw that they were straining at the oars against an adverse 
wind, he came towards them early in the morning, walking on the sea. He 
intended to pass them by.  But when they saw him walking on the sea, they 
thought it was a ghost and cried out; for they all saw him and were terrified. 
But immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be 
afraid.”  Then he got into the boat with them and the wind ceased. And they 
were utterly astounded, for they did not understand about the loaves, but 
their hearts were hardened. 

 When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored 
the boat.  When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, 
and rushed about that whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to 
wherever they heard he was.  And wherever he went, into villages or cities 
or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that they 
might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

  

Music interlude: “Break Thou the Bread of Life” 
  
  
Sermon Message delivered by the Rev. Eric Nichols                  

  



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving  (Not in our hymnals)  “God Will Take Care of You” 

  
Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 

God will take care of you; 
Beneath his wings of love abide, 

God will take care of you. 
 

Refrain: 
God will take care of you, 

through ev'ry day, o’er all the way; 
He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 

God will take care of you; 
When dangers fierce your path assail, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
 

No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you; 

Lean, weary one, upon his breast, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

  

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
          Gordon Davis passed peacefully into glory on Monday, July 12 after 
suffering a fatal stroke.  Predeceased by Chris in 2017, they were 
active members of Bethany until Gordon’s recent move to Michigan to 
be closer to his children.  Gordon and Chris both had been elders at 
Bethany.  Condolences can be sent his children, Shelley, Pamela, and 
Andrew at: 

  
Gordon Davis Family 

c/o Shelley VanKempen 
7628 2nd St 

Dexter, MI  48130 
  
         Thanks go out to all the volunteers that helped with the Brooks 
BBQ on Friday. The work force was a combination of members, 
friends, and friends of friends.  Despite some busy moments, things 



went smoothly and we were sold out by 5 PM.    The next BBQ is 
scheduled for October 17, 2021.    

  
*Hymn of Parting    #536  (Red)    “Lord, Make Us More Holy” 

  
Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 
Lord, make us more holy, 

Until we meet again. 
Holy, holy, holy, 

Until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 
Lord, make us more loving, 

Until we meet again. 
Loving, loving, loving, 
Until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 
Lord, make us more patient, 

Until we meet again. 
Patient, patient, patient, 

Until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

Until we meet again. 
Faithful, faithful, faithful, 

Until we meet again. 
  

*Benediction 
Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal 
covenant,  make you complete in everything good so that you may do his 
will, working among us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be the glory forever and forever. And all God’s people say, 
Amen. 
  
Postlude 



  

  

  

 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are 
traveling, or just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally 
on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture 
icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered 
are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

11 AM Adult Bible Study in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using 
the internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 


