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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 

called by Christ to glorify God – 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 

July 25, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
  

Votum 
Come, with your tiredness, your frustrations and your discouragements; 
come with your doubts, your fears, and your longings; 
come, to discover yet again how Jesus reveals God’s love and mercy. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made 
heaven and earth. Amen. 
  
  
Call to Worship 
The foolish say, "There is no God!  We are alone, on our own." 
We gather to declare the glory of God in our lives. 
The foolish say, "It is your life; you are accountable to no one." 
We gather, strengthened by the Spirit, trusting that Christ dwells in our 
hearts. 
The foolish say, "Everything I have is mine;  I owe nothing to anyone." 
We gather to praise the One who calls us to serve others in love. 
  

*Opening Hymn    #478     (Red)      “Praise, My soul, the King of Heaven” 

1 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
to his feet your tribute bring. 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
evermore his praises sing. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise the everlasting King! 

2 Praise him for his grace and favor 
to his people in distress. 

Praise him, still the same as ever, 
slow to chide, and swift to bless. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Glorious in his faithfulness! 

3 Fatherlike he tends and spares us; 
well our feeble frame he knows. 
In his hand he gently bears us, 

rescues us from all our foes. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Widely yet his mercy flows! 



4 Angels, help us to adore him; 
you behold him face to face. 

Sun and moon, bow down before him, 
dwellers all in time and space. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise with us the God of grace! 

Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Amen. 
  

Prayer of Confession:(inspired by 2 Samuel 11:1-15; John 6:1-21) 
Merciful God, we hear the story of David and wonder how he could so abuse his 
power—serving his own interests in such a selfish way. How different from the way 
Jesus used his power—serving, healing and nurturing others. 
Forgive us when our actions reflect those of David more than those of 
Jesus. 
  
The account of David shows someone yielding to temptation by feeding his own 
particular hunger with disastrous results, whilst Jesus took time to feed the crowds 
with miraculous results. 
Forgive us the times when we have yielded to the temptation of feeding 
our own interests to the detriment of others around us. 
  
David demonstrated how things can get out of control when God’s rules are not 
followed, while Jesus demonstrates how God’s power can bring peace even into the 
stormiest situations. 
  
We confess that the way of the world does reflect more the way of David than the 
way of Jesus, and we pray that we may be powerfully strengthened by the Holy 
Spirit to witness to Jesus’ love and compassion in and through all we do and say. 
This we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen 
  

Assurance of Pardon 
The wideness of God's mercy, the range of God's forgiveness, the infinite love of 
God, the Heart of hope which is never empty:  all these gifts are ours, as God 
restores us to the fullness of life meant for us. 
Grounded in love, rooted in discipleship, we offer ourselves in service to 
others, recognizing the limitless grace which is ours to share in 
Christ.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
  
Instructions for Living - based on Colossians 3:12-15 



As the chosen of God, the holy people whom God loves; 
we are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in generosity and humility, 
gentleness and patience. 
Bear with one another; forgive each other. 
The Lord has forgiven us; now we must do the same. And may the peace of 
Christ reign in our hearts because it is for this that we were called together 
in one body; always being thankful. 
  

Affirmation of Faith – Our Song of Hope 
We believe in the one God, creator and sustainer of all things, Father of all 
nations, the source of all goodness and beauty, all truth and love.  
We believe in Jesus Christ, God manifest in the flesh, our teacher, example 
and Redeemer, the Savior of the world.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, God present with us for guidance, for comfort, 
and for strength. Amen. 
  

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
  

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination  
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
          
  
Old Testament Reading : 2nd Samuel 11:1-15 

In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, David sent Joab 
with his officers and all Israel with him; they ravaged the Ammonites, and besieged 
Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem.  It happened, late one afternoon, when 
David rose from his couch and was walking about on the roof of the king’s house, 
that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; the woman was very beautiful.   David 
sent someone to inquire about the woman. It was reported, “This is Bathsheba 
daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite.”   So David sent messengers to get 
her, and she came to him, and he lay with her. (Now she was purifying herself after 
her period.) Then she returned to her house.   The woman conceived; and she sent 
and told David, “I am pregnant.” 

So David sent word to Joab, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent Uriah to 
David.   When Uriah came to him, David asked how Joab and the people fared, and 
how the war was going.   Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house, and 



wash your feet.” Uriah went out of the king’s house, and there followed him a 
present from the king.   But Uriah slept at the entrance of the king’s house with all 
the servants of his lord, and did not go down to his house.   When they told David, 
“Uriah did not go down to his house,” David said to Uriah, “You have just come 
from a journey. Why did you not go down to your house?”  Uriah said to David, 
“The ark and Israel and Judah remain in booths; and my lord Joab and the servants 
of my lord are camping in the open field; shall I then go to my house, to eat and to 
drink, and to lie with my wife? As you live, and as your soul lives, I will not do such 
a thing.”  Then David said to Uriah, “Remain here today also, and tomorrow I will 
send you back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day. On the next day, David 
invited him to eat and drink in his presence and made him drunk; and in the 
evening he went out to lie on his couch with the servants of his lord, but he did not 
go down to his house.  In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by 
the hand of Uriah.  In the letter he wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the hardest 
fighting, and then draw back from him, so that he may be struck down and die.” 

This is the Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God! 

          

Music Interlude:      “I Choose Love” 

                                                

Sermon Message                         by Rev. Eric L. Nichols. 
  

  

The Response to God 

  

*Hymn of Thanksgiving    #363   (Red)    “I Want Jesus to Walk With Me” 

I want Jesus to walk with me. 
I want Jesus to walk with me. 
All along my pilgrim journey,  

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

In my trials, Lord, walk with me. 
In my trials, Lord, walk with me. 

When my heart is almost breaking, 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

When I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me. 
When I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me. 

When my head is bowed in sorrow, 
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

  



Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

         You are invited to a Dutch Apple Cruise on August 22, 2021 from 4-7 pm 
in celebration of Glenn and Eileen Van Oort’s  80th birthdays (a year + ago), 
58 years of marriage, and other family celebrations.  Boarding @ 3:15-3:45 
pm from the Port of Albany, 141 Broadway next to the USS Slater, light food 
items and soft drinks will be provided courtesy of Glenn and Eileen Van 
Oort’s family and a cash bar is available aboard.  See The Dutch Apple web 
site (dutchapplecruise.com)  for more information about cruising the Hudson 
River on the Dutch Apple,  including information about  handicap accessibility 
and Covid 19 information.  You, your spouse and significant other & 
immediate family are invited (please no dogs, cats, other pets or 
presents).  R.S.V.P.  by August 1, 2021   (space is limited so please respond 
to gnvanoort@hotmail.com or 518-712-5436) 
         David Hollner reports the Bethany Softball Team hasn’t lost a game in 3 
weeks.  Why not cheer them on for one of their last 2 games, this Thursday 
or next Thursday at 6:30 PM at the Henry Hudson Town Park.  If you’ve 
never been to the park, it’s a beautiful backdrop to a ballpark, right on the 
river.  Bleacher seating is available, but a lawn chair is recommended. 
         Bob Hollner is home from the hospital after experiencing a mild heart 
attack last week, but this has been a rough year for him.   Cards of 
encouragement would be appreciated at 64 Buchanan Street, Albany, 
NY  12206.   

  

*Hymn of Parting   “God Be With You ’Til We Meet Again” [version not in our 
hymnal] 

  

God be with you till we meet again; 
loving counsels guide, uphold you, 

may the Shepherd’s care enfold you; 
God be with you till we meet again. 

 
Refrain: 

Till we meet, till we meet, 
till we meet at Jesus’ feet. 
Till we meet, till we meet, 

God be with you till we meet again. 
 

God be with you till we meet again; 
unseen wings, protecting, hide you, 

daily manna still provide you; 
God be with you till we meet again. [Refrain] 

 



God be with you till we meet again; 
when life’s perils thick confound you, 

put unfailing arms around you; 
God be with you till we meet again. [Refrain] 

 
God be with you till we meet again; 
keep love’s banner floating o’er you, 

smite death’s threat’ning wave before you; 
God be with you till we meet again. [Refrain] 

  

*Benediction  
Let us go now, foolish enough to believe in God. 
To see God in everyone we meet. 
Let us go now, foolish enough to follow Jesus. 
To share grace with those who need it the most. 
Let us go now, foolish enough to be filled with the Holy Spirit, 
To serve with the Spirit in calming the fears of the world. 
  

Postlude 

  

                                                     

 
                  

  

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to 
the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

11 AM Adult Bible Study in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.  

  

 


