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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 

called by Christ to glorify God – 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

  
  
 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
                         760 New Scotland Avenue            Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
  



Order of Worship 

 August 1, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
Votum 
Come, with your tiredness, your frustrations and your discouragements; 
come with your doubts, your fears, and your longings; 
come, to discover yet again how Jesus reveals God’s love and mercy. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven 
and earth. Amen.               
  

Call to Worship 
Lead a life worthy of your calling. 
We cannot do this alone, 
we dare not try this alone, 
so we gather as God's people. 
Lead a life filled with the gifts of your calling, 
gifts to be used with service and meekness. 
We come to build up Christ's Body, 
in humility and gentleness, 
with patience and love. 
Lead a life which reflects your calling, 
that life of peace grounded in the Spirit. 
We rejoice in our oneness in Christ; 
we would share the grace offered to us. 
Live a life worthy of the calling 
to which you have been called. 
We gather as God's family 
at the Table prepared for us, 
waiting to be fed by the Bread of life. 

 

*Opening Hymn             #339  (Red)      “Be Thou My Vision” 

  
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

  
Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise; 
thou mine inheritance, now and always. 

Thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
Great God of heaven, O Ruler of all. 



Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
I ever with thee, and thou with me, Lord. 

Heart of my heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

Invocation 
Dear Lord and Father, Thank you that you promise us that where two or three are 
gathered you are there in the midst. Lord, we welcome You amongst us today and 
celebrate the gift of life that you have lavished upon each of us. We ask that You would 
open our ears so that we may hear your voice. Open our minds so that we may receive 
Your eternal wisdom. Open our spirits so that we may know Your leading and guidance. 
And open our hearts so that we may receive Your wonderful love. We ask all this in the 
glorious name of Jesus. Amen. 
  

Prayer of Confession 
God of unity and love, 
place within each of us a spirit of hope and community. 
Have mercy upon us when we speak without love or act without humility. 
Cleanse us with the living water of your grace. 
Create in us willing hearts to live in patience and gentleness. 
Raise us up to be your children, growing toward maturity in faith and love. 
Strengthen this church, that we may be a model of ministry and unity for all the world to 
see.  In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. 
  

Assurance of Pardon 
Despite knowing our sin, God chooses to forgive us; 
seeing our emptiness, God chooses to feed us; 
holding our shattered hearts, God chooses to heal us. 
This is the good news:  God loves us. 
God has graced us with mercy and created new life from our brokenness.  
Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
  

Instructions for Living and Affirmation of Faith–Belhar Conf. 
We believe: 
  
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
  
That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus 
Christ;  
  



That through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, yet simultaneously 
a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: one which the people of 
God must continually be built up to attain;  
  
That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that separation, 
enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which Christ has already  
conquered, and accordingly that anything which threatens this unity may have no 
place in the church and must be resisted.  Amen 
  
  
Affirmation of Faith 
There is one hope, one calling, to which we are called. 
The hope in our lives is Jesus. 
There is one hope, one calling, to which we are called. 
The call we must answer is God’s. 
There is one faith, one hope, one Lord of us all. 
The Lord of our lives is Jesus. 
There is one baptism, one Father, one Mother of all. 
The creator who calls us is God. 
We are one body, one family, one church, 
woven by the Spirit with bonds of peace. 
With Christ’s children throughout all of this earth, 
We are one body in unity and love. 
  

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
  

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination  
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in 
your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
  

The Scripture Reading     Ephesians 4:1-16 

  

  

 

 



Bible Text: 

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to 
which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing 
with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the 
one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of 
all, who is above all and through all and in all. But each of us was given grace 
according to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore it is said, 

“When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; He gave gifts to his 
people.” 

(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended 
into the lower parts of the earth?  He who descended is the same one who 
ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.)  The gifts he 
gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some 
pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up 
the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of 
Christ.  We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every 
wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming.  But 
speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, 
into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament 
with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s 
growth in building itself up in love. 

This is the Word of our Lord, 
Thanks be to God! 

  
Music Interlude:     “How Lovely, Lord, How Lovely” 
                   

Sermon Message by the Rev. Eric L. Nichols                    

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving          #358   (Red)   “Help Us Accept Each Other”  
                                                                               [to the tune Aurelia] 
  

Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
Teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, Lord, among us and bring us to believe 

We are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live. 
  

Teach us, O Lord, Your lessons, as in our daily life 
We struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 

Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
To love them as we find them or as they may become. 



  
Let Your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 

In living situations to do the truth in love; 
To practice Your acceptance until we know by heart 
The table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art. 

  
Lord, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 

Who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
We need new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on: 
Renew us with Your Spirit, Lord, free us, make us one! 

  

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

  
Announcements 

         On Friday, the Van Oort family felt compelled to cancel the Dutch Apple 
Cruise scheduled for August 22 to celebrate Glenn and Eileen’s 80th birthdays 
and 58th wedding anniversary, due to the rising danger posed by the Delta 
variant of COVID 19.  They sent their regrets and their prayers that our 
congregation remain safe.  If you would like to send them congratulations 
and best wishes, Glenn’s email address is gnvanoort@hotmail.com.  

  

*Hymn of Parting    #280   (Red)      “Amazing Grace” 

Amazing grace (how sweet the sound) 
that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
was blind, but now I see. 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed! 

Through many dangers, toils and snares 
I have already come: 

'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 

The Lord has promised good to me, 
his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be 
as long as life endures. 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 

We’re no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we’d first begun. 



  

*Benediction 
Go out from here and live lives worthy 
of the one calling which we all share. 
In humility, gentleness and patience, 
speak only what is true and loving 
and so grow into the unity that is ours in Christ. 
  
And may God the creator reshape your hearts; 
May Christ Jesus, the bread of life, sustain you always; 
and may the Holy Spirit unite you in the bond of peace. 
  
We go in peace to love and serve the Lord, 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
  

Postlude 

  

                                                                            

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to 
the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
11 AM Adult Bible Study in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

  
Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 


