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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 

August 8, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
  
Votum 
Sometimes our greatest enemy is fear, therefore, we proclaim:  
Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made  
heaven and earth. Amen.  
  

Call to Worship 
Watch what God does: mostly God loves us. 
We would learn a life of such love so we might do as God does. 
Watch how Christ loves us: not with caution, but with extravagance. 
We would practice such lavish love, not noticing what it costs us. 
Watch how the Spirit loves us: moving in us, breathing love into us. 
We would live such love for others, keeping company with God. 
  

*Opening Hymn          #456   (Red)   “Awake My Soul, and With the Sun” 
  

Awake, my soul, and with the sun  
your daily stage of duty run; 

shake off dull sloth, and early rise 
to pay your morning sacrifice. 

  
Lord, I my vows to You renew. 

Disperse my sins as morning dew; 
guard my first springs of thought and will; 

and with Yourself my spirit fill. 
  

Direct, control, suggest, this day, 
all I design or do or say; 

that all my powers, with all their might, 
In Your sole glory may unite. 

  
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Amen. 

  



Prayer of Confession 
Holy God, hear our prayer: 
For the mending of our hearts, torn apart by our unkindness; 
For the healing of our souls, wasting away from the despair around us; 
For the forgiveness we seek for the sin we have allowed to persist; 
For the reconciliation of the world, whose division condemns us; 
We pray for the courage to admit our fault, 
The strength to amend our actions, 
And the hope that your grace awaits us. 
Through Christ we pray. Amen. 
  
  
Assurance of Pardon 
How much does God love us? 
Enough to send the divine heart, hope, and spirit to us, 
not to condemn us, but to save us. 
Not by our speaking or doing, 
but by God's good and precious grace are we saved. 
Thanks be to God! Amen. 
  
  
Instructions for Living - based on Colossians 3:12-15 
As the chosen of God, the holy people whom God loves; 
we are to be clothed in heartfelt compassion, in  
generosity and humility, gentleness and patience. 
Bear with one another; forgive each other. 
The Lord has forgiven us; now we must do the same. And may the peace of 
Christ reign in our hearts because it is for this that we were called together 
in one body; always being thankful. 
  

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

  

  

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination 
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the 
Scriptures are read and your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what 
you say to us today. Amen. 
  
 
        



The New Testament Reading:     John 6:35-51 
  
Bible Text: 
Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, 
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.  But I said to you that you have seen me 
and yet do not believe.  Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and anyone 
who comes to me I will never drive away;  for I have come down from heaven, not to do 
my own will, but the will of him who sent me.  
  
And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given 
me, but raise it up on the last day.  This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see 
the Son and believe in him may have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last 
day.” Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am the bread that 
came down from heaven.”  
  
They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we 
know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?”  Jesus answered them, 
“Do not complain among yourselves.  No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father 
who sent me; and I will raise that person up on the last day.  It is written in the prophets, 
‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the 
Father comes to me.  Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from 
God; he has seen the Father.  
  
Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life.  I am the bread of life.  Your 
ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died.  This is the bread that comes 
down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die.  I am the living bread that came 
down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will 
give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
          

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

                             

  

Musical Interlude      “Thanks Be to God” 

  

  

Sermon Message  by Rev. Eric L. Nichols                         

  

 

  



The Response to God 

  

*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #383  (Red)     “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 

My faith looks up to thee, 
thou Lamb of Calvary, 

Savior divine: 
now hear me while I pray, 

take all my guilt away, 
O let me from this day 

be wholly thine. 

May thy rich grace impart 
strength to my fainting heart, 

my zeal inspire; 
as thou hast died for me, 

O may my love to thee 
pure, warm, and changeless be, 

a living fire. 

While life's dark maze I tread, 
and griefs around me spread, 

be thou my guide; 
bid darkness turn to day, 
wipe sorrow's tears away, 

nor let me ever stray 
from thee aside. 

When ends life's transient dream, 
when death's cold, sullen stream 

shall o'er me roll, 
blest Savior, then, in love, 
fear and distrust remove; 

O bear me safe above, 
a ransomed soul. 

   

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

  

Announcements 

         Next week our own Gil Faustel will be leading worship and sharing God’s 
word with us.  We thank God for Gil’s faith, leadership, willingness to serve, 
and his many gifts.  
         Put September 12, 2021 on your calendars for Bethany’s Homecoming 
Celebration that marks the revival of the church’s activities after the typical 



summer vacation period and the atypical COVID-19  isolation period.  More 
information will be forthcoming.  
         The Pro Musica Pops band (with our own Catherine Schane-Lyndon on 
Synth) and chorus will be presenting their first live concert since COVID-19 
started this afternoon, outside, at the Washington Park Amphitheater at 3 
pm.  BROADWAY, featuring all-time musical theater favorites arranged for 
chorus and band will be a sure hit.  Bring your own chair and lawn seating 
will be available free on a first come, first serve basis. Tickets for reserved 
seats ($23-$33) can be purchased through the Playhouse Stage Company 
box office at 518-434-0776 or ordered online.  

  

*Hymn of Parting  “They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love”   (not in hymnal) 

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord; 
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord; 

And we pray that all unity will one day be restored. 
 

Chorus: And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love, 
yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love. 

 
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand; 
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand; 

And together we'll spread the news that God is in our land. (Chorus) 
 

We Will work with each other, we will work side by side; 
We will work with each other, we will work side by side; 

And we'll guard each one's dignity and save each one's pride. (Chorus) 
 

All praise to the Father, from whom all things come; 
And all praise to Christ Jesus, His only Son. 

And all praise to the Spirit who makes us one. (Chorus) 

  
 
*Benediction 
As you leave this place, remember you are God's community in the world: 
for God's love endures forever! 
As you leave this place, remember you are alive with Christ: 
for Christ's light shines in the deepest shadows! 
As you leave this place, remember the gifts God offers to you: 
for the Spirit fills us with good works to do, and glad songs to sing to the 
world! 
And all God’s people say, 
Amen! 
  

Postlude         



                                                          

 Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to 
the www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

11 AM Adult Bible Study in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 


