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Order of Worship 

August 15, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 

When we experience separation from God, we proclaim: 
Our help, our trust, our hope, is in the name of the Lord, who has made all 

that is.  Amen.   

 

Call to Worship 
The heavens declare the glory of God; 

The skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
We are a chosen people, a royal priesthood. . . a people belonging to God, 
That we may declare the praises of Him, who called us out of darkness, 

into His wonderful light. 
 

*Opening Hymn    # 183 (Red)         “In You, Lord, I have put my Trust” 
 
 

In Thee, Lord, have I put my trust; 
Leave me not helpless in the dust; 

Let me not be confounded. 
Let in Thy Word  
My faith, 0 Lord, 

Be always firmly grounded. 
 

O listen, Lord, most graciously 
And hear my cry, my prayer, my plea. 

Make haste for my protection;  

for woes and fear  
Surround me here. 

Help me in my affliction. 
 

You are my strength, my shield, my rock, 

My fortress that withstands each shock, 
My help, my life, my tower, 

My battle sword;  
Almighty Lord, 

What can resist Your power? 

 
With Thee, Lord, have I cast my lot; 

0 faithful God, forsake me not, 
To Thee my soul commending. 



Lord, be my Stay,  
Lead Thou the way 

Now and when life is ending. 
 

 

Prayer of Confessions 

Lord I admit that my focus is mostly on myself, my needs, my difficulties, 

and my pleasures.  Sometimes, Lord, I am not sure what really matters.  I 
neglect Your commands, and guidance.  Lord, grant Your mercy and 
forgiveness to me.  Despite my weakness I love You and trust You.  Amen.   

 
Assurance of Pardon 

But because of His great love for us, God who is rich in mercy,  
Made us alive with Christ, even when we were dead in transgressions--it is 
by grace we have been saved.   

 
*Affirmation of Faith     Apostle’s Creed (traditional, page 14 in Red hymnal) 

     I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  
     And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Many, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried;  he descended into hell; on the third day he 
rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead.   
    I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 

saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen 

 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 

 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
World without end. Amen, Amen. 

 

The Word of God  

Scripture Lessons: 

                         Luke 15: 11-32 

                         Hebrews   13: 5, 6   

 

     This is the Word of God 
       Thanks be to God! 



Musical Interlude       “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” 

 

Sermon Message  by Gil Faustel:     “Separated?  Never!”     

 

The Response to God 

 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving    #379  (Red) “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” 
 

My hope is built on nothing less 
than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame 
but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

Refrain: 
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

all other ground is sinking sand, 
all other ground is sinking sand. 

 
When darkness veils His lovely face, 

I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In every high and stormy gale, 

My anchor holds within the veil. [Refrain] 
 

His oath, His covenant, His blood 

Support me in the whelming flood; 
When all around my soul gives way, 

He then is all my hope and stay. [Refrain] 
 

When He shall come with trumpet sound, 

O may I then in Him be found, 
Dressed in His righteousness alone, 

Faultless to stand before the throne.  [Refrain} 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 Gordon Davis’s family has scheduled an Interment Service for Gordon at the 

Gerald H.B. Solomon Saratoga National Cemetery (200 Duell Rd, 
Schuylerville, NY) on September 1st at 11:00 AM and invited Bethany 

congregants that knew Gordon to attend.  Gordon had been an elder at 
Bethany and demonstrated what faith and courage looked like before 



recently moving to Michigan to be near his family.  Those planning to attend 
should arrive 15 minutes before the service.  

 Kathy Casey remains hospitalized at Albany Medical Center where several 
health issues are being addressed while she awaits a transfer to a 

rehabilitation center.  Because of overcrowding, the rehabilitation center will 
probably be 20 or more miles away.  As soon as Bethany receives word of 
her new address, it will be shared with everyone.     

 The Search Committee will be meeting in place of the Adult Bible Study 
group, immediately after today’s service.  Adult Bible Study will resume next 

week. 
 The September Newsletter will be sent out a week from Friday.  Please think 

about what you would like highlighted or included in the newsletter.  If you 

are the head of a committee, will you begin meeting, either in person or on 
Zoom?  Do you need more volunteers and to do what and how often?  For 

best results, make tasks small, discrete, and over a short time frame.  All 
articles should be sent to the church office by next Wednesday, August 25.       

  

*Hymn of Parting      #251 (Red)     “Your Faithfulness, O Lord, Is Sure”   

Your faithfulness, O Load, is sure. 
In all Your words, Your gracious deeds:  

You gently lift all burdened souls 

And well provide for all our needs. 
 

The eyes of all are fixed on You; 
By You their wants are all supplied; 

Your open hand is bountiful 

And every soul is satisfied. 
 

Lord, You are just in all your ways, 
And kind in everything You do;  
Forever near You stand to hear 

And help all those who call on You. 
 

My mouth shall speak Your praise, O Lord, 
My soul shall bless Your holy names; 

Let all things living join the song 
Of pride, from age to age the same.   

 

*Benediction 
Our loving God has called us to be His people,  

Let us rejoice and eagerly serve Him. 
We depart in confidence and hope, 
In the name of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Amen.   
 

Postlude 



 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 

service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

11 AM Adult Bible Study in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 

internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

http://www.bethanyrc.org/

