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Order of Worship 

August 22, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen. 
O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 
 

Call to Worship 
Jesus said: 'I am the Bread of Life . . . whoever eats this Bread will always live.' 
This is a tough teaching, too tough to swallow. 
Jesus said: 'Whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not 
enter it.' 
This is a tough teaching, too tough to hear. 
Jesus said to all he met: 'Follow me.' 
We have accepted Jesus, and seek to be faithful, no matter how tough it is 
to follow him. 
 

*Opening Hymn     #451  (red)   “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones” 

Ye watchers and ye holy ones,  
bright seraphs, cherubim, and thrones,  

raise the glad strain, Alleluia!  
Cry out, dominions, princedoms, powers,  

virtues, archangels, angels' choirs: 

Refrain: 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

O higher than the cherubim,  
more glorious than the seraphim,  

lead their praises, Alleluia!  
Thou bearer of th' eternal Word,  

most gracious, magnify the Lord: [Refrain] 

Respond, ye souls in endless rest,  
ye patriarchs and prophets blest,  



Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Ye holy twelve, ye martyrs strong,  

all saints triumphant, raise the song: [Refrain] 

O friends, in gladness let us sing,  
supernal anthems echoing,  

Alleluia! Alleluia!  
To God the Father, God the Son,  

and God the Spirit, Three in One: [Refrain] 

 

Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Amen. 
 

Prayer of Confession 
Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your steadfast love;  
according to your abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions.   
Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin. 
For we know our transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. 
Create in us a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within us. 
Cast us not away from your presence,and take not your Holy Spirit from us. 
Restore to us the joy of your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
Today, receive the Bread of Life; 
today, hear the words of eternal hope; 
today, trust in the One who hears your prayers, 
and showers grace and forgiveness upon you. 
Today, we are set free to serve God's people, and to sing God's praises. 
Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
  

Affirmation of Faith 
With all Christians everywhere, we believe in one God, who made 
everything.  The Father sent his Son Jesus to die on the cross.  Jesus rose 
again as Lord of all, that we might live forever with him.  God sent his Holy 
Spirit to live in us, that we might grow more like Jesus. Amen. 
 



*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Scripture Lesson:  John 6:56-69 

Bible Text 

Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the 
living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live 
because of me.  This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which 
your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live 
forever.”  He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at 
Capernaum. 

 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can 
accept it?”  But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said 
to them, “Does this offend you?  Then what if you were to see the Son of Man 
ascending to where he was before?  It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is 
useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.  But among you 
there are some who do not believe.”  

For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was 
the one that would betray him.  And he said, “For this reason I have told you that 
no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.” 

Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with 
him.  So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?”  Simon Peter 
answered him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life.  We 
have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God. 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

 



Musical Interlude              “Become To Us the Living Bread” 

Sermon Message by the Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving         #510  (red)       “Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” 

O Jesus, joy of loving hearts, 
thou fount of life, thou light of all, 
from best bliss that earth imparts 
we turn unfilled, to heed Thy call. 

Thy truth unchanged has ever stood, 
thou savest those that on thee call; 

to them that seek thee, thou art good, 
to them that find thee, all in all. 

We taste thee, O thou living bread, 
and long to feast upon thee still; 

we drink of thee, the fountainhead, 
and thirst our souls from thee to fill. 

Our restless spirits yearn for thee, 
where'er our changeful lot is cast, 

glad that thy gracious smile we see, 
blest that our faith can hold thee fast. 

O Jesus, ever with us stay, 
make all our moments calm and bright; 

chase the dark night of sin away, 
shed o'er the world thy holy light. 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Kathy Casey was transferred on Friday to a rehabilitation center where she 

will work on regaining the strength she lost, particularly on her right side, 
during her recent hospital stay.  Thanks go out to Nancy Murray and Melody 
Van Alstyne who have been helping to get Kathy’s home ready for her return.  
If you would like to find out how you can help, please contact Nancy.    

 Bob Hollner thanks everyone for their cards and prayers.  He had a wonderful 
time in Florida with David’s family and even got an extra 2 days there when, 
after boarding his scheduled flight home, the flight was cancelled because of 



Hurricane Fred.  David took care of everything and made the extra 2 days  
an “adventure” not a “tragedy.”  Thank you, David.   

 Articles and/or announcements for the September Newsletter should be 
submitted to the church office by Wednesday.  Can fall really be this close?  

 This fall, Bethany will not be collecting school supplies, but will be trying to 
help the First Church Food Pantry purchase 28 foldable shopping carts for the 
use of their guests.   Many of their guests walk to the pantry in all kinds of 
weather. Carrying groceries home can be a challenge, sometimes requiring 
two trips. This is definitely a hardship for parents with small children and the 
elderly.  They need our help.   More information will be included in the 
September newsletter, but donations can be placed in the offering plate or 
mailed to the Bethany Office clearly labeled for the “Pantry Cart Fund.”    

 This is a reminder to put Homecoming Sunday on your calendar for 
September 12, 2021.   The Consistory is aware of the rise in COVID cases, 
due to the Delta variant, and will be watching the data carefully.  However 
they are but still hopeful to have an affair that can celebrate the start of a 
new church year and the many changes that have taken place during the 
past 17 months while we all hunkered down, trying to stay healthy and safe.  

 
*Hymn of Parting          #434    (red)      “Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples” 

Today we all are called to be Disciples of the Lord, 
To help to set the captive free, Make plowshar3e out of sword, 

To feed the hungry, quench their thirst, Make love and peace out fast, 
To serve the poor and homeless first, Our ease and comfort last.  

 
God made the world and at its birth Ordained our human race 
To live as stewards of the earth, Responding to God’s grace. 

But we are vain and sadly proud, We sow not peace but strife, 
Our discord spreads a deadly cloud That threatens all of life. 

 
Pray justice may come rolling down As in a mighty stream, 

With righteousness in field and town To cleanse us and redeem. 
For God is longing to restore An earth where conflicts cease, 

A world that was created for A harmony of peace. 
 

May we in service to our God Act out the living Word, 
And walk the road the saints have trod Till all have seen and heard. 

As stewards of the earth may we Give thanks in one accord 
To God who calls us all to be Disciples of the Lord. 

 
*Benediction 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Amen! 
  

Postlude 



 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

11 AM Adult Bible Study in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 


