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Order of Worship 

August 29, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen. 
 
O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 
 

Call to Worship 
Here, our Beloved speaks to us; the voice of our Beloved sounds in our hearts: 
calling us to generous acts, to share the gifts we have been given. 
Now, our Beloved speaks to us; the voice of our Beloved sounds in our land: 
calling us to generous acts, to open our hearts to all in need. 
In every place, in every moment, our Beloved speaks to us; the voice of our 
Beloved sounds in all creation: 
calling us to generous acts, to stand with God's people:  the least, the lost, 
the little, the last. 
 

*Opening Hymn                   # 272 (red)    “God of the Sparrow” 

 
God of the sparrow 
God of the whale 

God of the swirling stars 
How does the creature say Awe 

How does the creature say Praise 
 

God of the earthquake 
God of the storm 

God of the trumpet blast 
How does the creature cry Woe 
How does the creature cry Save 

 
God of the rainbow 

God of the cross 
God of the empty grave 

How does the creature say Grace 
How does the creature say Thanks 

 



God of the hungry 
God of the sick 

God of the prodigal 
How does the creature say Care 
How does the creature say Life 

 
God of the neighbor 

God of the foe 
God of the pruning hook 

How does the creature say Love 
How does the creature say Peace 

 
God of the ages 

God near at hand 
God of the loving heart 

How do your children say Joy 
How do your children say Home 

 

Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Amen. 
 

Prayer of Confession  
Most holy and merciful Father, we acknowledge and confess before you our 
sinful nature, prone to evil and slow to do good; and all our shortcomings 
and offenses.  You alone know how often we have sinned: in wandering 
from your ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love.  But, O Lord, 
have mercy on us, who are ashamed and sorry for all wherein we have 
displeased you.  Teach us to hate our errors; cleanse us from our secret 
faults; and forgive our sins; for the sake of your dear Son.  And, O most 
holy and loving God, help us to live in your light and walk in your ways, 
according to the commandments of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
With everlasting love I will have compassion on you, says the Lord, your Redeemer.  
I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not 
remember your sins.  Return to me, for I have redeemed you. 
  
*Affirmation of Faith 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.   
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father [and the Son], who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life 
of the world to come. Amen. 
 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination    
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

The New Testament Reading:   Mark 7:1-23 

Bible Text: 
Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem 
gathered around him, they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with 
defiled hands, that is, without washing them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, 
do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of 
the elders; and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and 
there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, 
and bronze kettles. So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your 
disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled 
hands?”  He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is 
written, 



‘This people honors me with their lips but their hearts are far from me; in 
vain do they worship me,  teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 

You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 
 
Then he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God 
in order to keep your tradition!  For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your 
mother’; and, ‘Whoever speaks evil of father or mother must surely die.’ But you 
say that if anyone tells father or mother, ‘Whatever support you might have had 
from me is Corban’ (that is, an offering to God)— then you no longer permit doing 
anything for a father or mother, thus making void the word of God through your 
tradition that you have handed on. And you do many things like this.” 
Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and 
understand:  there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the 
things that come out are what defile.” 
 
When he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him about 
the parable.  He said to them, “Then do you also fail to understand? Do you not see 
that whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile, since it enters, not the 
heart but the stomach, and goes out into the sewer?” (Thus he declared all foods 
clean.)  And he said, “It is what comes out of a person that defiles.  For it is from 
within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, 
adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly.  All 
these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 
  

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude      Goodness is Stronger Than Evil 

 

Sermon Message from the Rev. Eric L. Nichols     

 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving    #306 (red)   “Fairest Lord Jesus” 

 
Fairest Lord Jesus, 
Ruler of all nature, 

O Thou of God to earth come down, 
Thee will I cherish, 
Thee will I honor, 

Thou, my soul’s glory, joy and crown. 
 



Fair are the meadows, 
Fairer still the woodlands, 

Robed in the blooming garb of spring: 
Jesus is fairer, 
Jesus is purer, 

Who makes the woeful heart to sing. 
 

Fair is the sunshine, 
Fairer still the moonlight, 

And all the twinkling starry host; 
Jesus shines brighter, 

Jesus shines purer 
Than all the angels heaven can boast. 

 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Reminder that Gordon Davis’s family has scheduled an Interment Service for 

Gordon at the Gerald H.B. Solomon Saratoga National Cemetery (200 Duell 
Rd, Schuylerville, NY) on September 1st at 11:00 AM and invited Bethany 
congregants to attend.  Those planning to attend should arrive 15 minutes 
before the service. 

 Kathy Casey has been moved to The Grand Rehabilitation and Nursing at 
Barnwell, 3230 Church Street, in Valatie, NY 12184.  She is struggling to get 
her needs met and could use your encouragement and support. 

 David Nichols has a former classmate, Michael Isabella, who has been 
hospitalized for an extended time in a lot of pain and without the ability to 
communicate his needs to the nursing staff.  His family believes in the power 
of prayer and has asked David to reach out to us for help. Please pray for the 
Isabella family.   

 There will be no Adult Bible Study Sundays at 11am through the end of 
September.  

 

*Hymn of Parting                #485   (red)   “To God Be the Glory” 

To God be the glory, great things he hath done: 
so loved he the world that he gave us his son, 

who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 
and opened the life gate that all may go in. 

Refrain: 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice! 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 

and give him the glory, great things he hath done. 



Oh, perfect redemption, the purchase of blood, 
to ev’ry believer the promise of God. 

The vilest offender who truly believes, 
that moment from Jesus a pardon receives. [Refrain] 

Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done, 
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son, 

but purer, and higher, and greater will be 
our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. [Refrain] 

 

*Benediction 

Arise, and let us go forth as God's people. 
God sends us forth with songs of love on our lips. 
Arise, and let us go forth to serve beside Jesus. 
He stands, waiting for us to help tear down the barriers of injustice. 
Arise, and let us go forth to join the generous Spirit. 
We will be doers as well as givers with our gifts. 
 

Postlude 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

11 AM Adult Bible Study in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   


