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Order of Worship 

September 5, 202 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 
We are a people of expectation and hope, therefore, we proclaim:   
Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.  
Amen. 
 
Call to Worship 
Sing to the Lord, sing praises to his Holy name;  
Life up our voices to Him who cares for us, 
Blessed by the Lord, who daily hears us, and bears us up;  
God is our salvation, through Jesus Christ, His son. 
It is a gift to be received with thanks! 
Glory be to God!  We worship our mighty God.   
 
Opening Hymn  #327 (Red)  “O Word of God Incarnate”   
 

O Word of God incarnate, 
O Wisdom from on high, 

O Truth unchanged, unchanging, 
O Light of our dark sky, 

we praise thee for the radiance 
that from the hallowed page, 

a lantern to our footsteps, 
shines on from age to age. 

 
The church from You, dear Savior 

received the gift divine, 
and still that light is lifted 
on all the earth to shine. 

It is the chart and compass, 
that, all life’s voyage through 

Amid the rocks and quick sands, 
Still guides, O Christ, to You. 

 
O make You church, dear Savior, 

a lamp of purest gold, 
to bear before the nations 

thy true light, as of old. 



O teach thy wandering pilgrims 
by this our path to trace, 

'til, clouds and storms ended, 
we see You face to face. 

 
 
 
Prayers of Confession 
Let us pray: 
Forgive us, O God, for we are a reluctant and disobedient people.  We focus 
more on ourselves than on you.  We would rather present you with our 
needs instead of our thanks and praise.  Amen. 
(A time of silent confession) 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Let us say together: 
For God so loved the world that God gave His one and only son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
 

Instructions for Living--  Hymn 284  (red)  “O God, What You Ordain is Right”   

O God, what You ordain is right: 
Your holy will abiding; 

I will be still, whate'er You do, 
and follow where You are guiding. 

You are my God; though dark my road, 
You hold me that I shall not fall: 
wherefore to You I leave it all. 

 
O God, what You ordain is right; 

You never will deceive me.   
You lead me by the proper path;  

I know You will not leave me. 
And take, content, What you have sent; 

Your hand can turn my griefs away,  
And patiently I wait Your day. 

 
O God, what You ordain is right; 
Here shall my stand be taken . 

Through sorrow, need or death be mine,  
Yet I am not forsaken.   

Your watchful care Is round me there; 
You hold me that I shall not fall, 

And so to You I leave it all.   
 

 



 
 
*Affirmation of Faith  “The Apostles’ Creed” (Traditional)  page 14  (Red)  
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the hold catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.   
 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

The New Testament Readings:  Matthew 1:18-25 
     Matthew 2:13-15; 19-23 
 
Bible Text:   
Matthew 1:18-25 
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to 
be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful to 
the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to 
divorce her quietly. 
 
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to 
a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins. 
 
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:  “The virgin 
will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which 
means “God with us”). 
 



 
When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and 
took Mary home as his wife. But he did not consummate their marriage until she 
gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 
 
Matthew 2:13-15 
 
When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get 
up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I 
tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 

So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for 
Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord 
had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

Matthew 2:19-23    

After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt  and said, 
“Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were 
trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 

So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel.  But when he 
heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to 
go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, and he 
went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the 
prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene.                               

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude   “Lead Me, Guide Me” 

 

Sermon Message by Gil Faustel:     “In the Background?” 

 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving        #294  (red)  “Wherever I May Wander”   

Wherever I may wander, Wherever I may be, 
I’m certain of my Maker’s love: God’s care is over me. God made the great 

high mountains, And made the wide blue sea; 
God made the sky where airplanes fly; God made the world, and me. 

 



Throughout the whole creation I see God’s loving care 
For everyone in every land, God’s children everywhere. 

Wherever I may wander, wherever I may be,  
I’m certain of my Maker’s love; God’s care is over me. 

 

The Response to God 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Next week is Homecoming!  Please join us “in-person” as Communion is 

offered for the first time since December 31, 2020 and we celebrate 
Bethany’s emerging from the summer slowdown and COVID isolation.   

 Please pray for Christine Szczerba (one of our bell ringers) who, although 
vaccinated, has tested positive for COVID.   

 Jack Haefeli has been found!  While some members of the congregation have 
received birthday calls from Jack, a former member, we have not been able 
to return messages to him or locate him for a visit.  Although he still makes 
calls from his cell phone, he does not answer it or retrieve messages from a 
full mailbox.  He was found to be sharp and in good spirits although confined 
to a wheelchair in Room 308 at the van Rensselaer Manor Nursing and 
Rehabilitation, 85 Bloomingrove Drive, Troy, NY  12180.   He was more 
concerned about the health of understaffed employees than he was about the 
resulting slow response time. 

 Jack’s disappearance brings to light the importance of providing Bethany an 
“emergency contact.”  If you have not already done so, please provide the 
office with the number of someone we can reach if you suddenly disappear.  
Also please keep us informed of the blessings and/or challenges in your life.  
Joys are magnified when shared with others while sorrows are diminished 
when born on the shoulders of many in prayer.   Keep Bethany “in the loop.”  

 Reminder that Bethany is asking for your to help purchase 28 folding 
shopping carts of use by the First Church Food Pantry clients.  Please label all 
donations for the “Pantry Cart Fund” and either mail them to the Bethany 
office, or clearly label them and place them in the offering plate.  Thank you.   

 There will be no Adult Bible Study through September.   
   
 

*Hymn of Parting        #369  (red)  “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me” 

I'm gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I'm gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

I'm gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I'm gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 



I'm gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I'm gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

  I’m gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
  I’m gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
 

 

*Benediction 

God has promised to be with you with His spirit;  
With God’s help, we will be obedient with joy. 
We leave, trusting in God.  And all God’s people say,  
Amen! 
 
 

Postlude 

 

 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

11 AM Adult Bible Study in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   


