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Order of Worship 
September 12, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
Votum 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.  Amen. 
O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 
For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand. 
 
Call to Worship 
Come among us, Healing God; we wait for you. 
We come, hungry for your Word to bless us. 
Come among us, Compassionate Christ; we hope in you. 
We come, hungry to be filled with the Bread of Heaven. 
Come among us, Restoring Spirit; we wait and hope in you. 
We come, eager to rest in your peace. 
 

*Hymn of Opening    #467   (red)    “How Great Thou Art” 

O Lord my God!  When I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made,  

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed: 

 
Refrain: 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,  
How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 

 
When through the woods and forest glades I wander 

And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees: 
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur  
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; 

[Refrain] 
 

And when I think that God, His Son not sparing,  
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in;  

That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
He bled and died to take away my sin; 

[Refrain] 
 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 



Then I shall bow in humble adoration,  
And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art! 

[Refrain] 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give You thanks and praise Your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise You for Your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, Your wisdom is unparalleled, Your grace is 
overwhelming, Your love is never failing. You promised that You will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship You in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession 
Have mercy upon us, O God, according to Your steadfast love; according to Your 
abundant mercies, blot out our transgressions.  Wash us thoroughly from our 
iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin.  For we know our transgressions, and our 
sin is ever before us. Create in us a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right 
spirit within us.  Cast us not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy 
Spirit from us.  Restore to us the joy of Your salvation, and uphold us with a 
willing spirit.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
For God so loved the world that He gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life.  Indeed, God did not send the Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
  
*Affirmation of Faith 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
  
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
almighty.  From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
  
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 
 
 



Peace 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed You were called 
in the one body.  The peace of Christ be with You.  And also with you. 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in Your light we may see light, 
in Your truth find freedom, and in Your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Scripture Lesson:   Mark 8:27-38 
 
Text: 
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way 
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him, 
“John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.”  He 
asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the 
Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.  Then he 
began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after 
three days rise again.  He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him.  But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter 
and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine 
things but on human things.” 
 
 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become 
my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  For 
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 
sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.  For what will it profit them to gain 
the whole world and forfeit their life?  Indeed, what can they give in return for their 
life?  Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the 
glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude:        “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” 

 

Sermon                                             "?" 
Rev. Eric L. Nichols, preaching 

 

 



The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving            #553  (red)  “For the Fruit of All Creation” 

For the fruit of all creation, Thanks be to God 
For the Gifts to every nation, Thanks be to God. 

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, Silent growth while we are sleeping. 
Future needs in earth’s safekeeping, Thanks be to God.   

 
In the just reward of labor, God’s will be done. 

In the help we give our neighbor, God’s will be done. 
In our worldwide task of caring For the hungry and despairing,  

In the harvest we are sharing, God’s will be done. 
 

For the harvest of the Spirit, Thanks be to God.  
For the good we all inherit, Thanks be to God.   

For the wonders that astound us, For the truths that still confound us. 
Most of all that love have found us, Thanks be to God.   

 
Offering   

*Doxology   (version not in our hymnbooks) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank You that You can satisfy our every desire and need. Your word 
says that we should give honor to You with the first fruits of our wealth. Accept our tithes 
and offerings as a gift of worship to You. Multiply what we give for the effective growth 
of Your kingdom. May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith so that we, being rooted 
and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge. May we be filled with all the fullness of God. Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Amen. 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT  (back cover of red hymnal) 
 
Fellow Christians, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a feast of 
remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 
We come in remembrance. 
 
We remember that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the world to 
assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine law, even to 
the bitter and shameful death of the cross.  By His death, resurrection, and ascension 



He established a new and eternal covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be 
accepted of God and never be forsaken by Him. 
 
We come to have fellowship with our Lord. 
 
Jesus Christ has promised to be with us always, even to the end of the world. In the 
breaking of the bread He makes himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that 
strengthens us unto life eternal. In the cup of blessing He comes to us as the Vine in 
whom we must abide if we are to bear fruit. 
 
We come in hope. 
 
We believe that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste of the feast of love 
of which we shall partake when His kingdom has fully come, when with unveiled face we 
shall behold Him, made like unto Him in His glory. 
 
Since by His death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the 
life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in 
true love, mindful of the communion of saints. 
  
  
COMMUNION PRAYER/GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   #250 (green) 
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts!   We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to You at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  You created heaven with all 
its hosts and the earth with all its plenty.  You have given us life and being, and preserve 
us by Your providence.  But you have shown us the fullness of Your love in sending into 
the world Your Son, Jesus Christ, the eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our 
salvation. For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to You, we 
praise and bless you, O God.  With Your whole Church on earth and with all the 
company of heaven we worship and adore Your glorious name. 
  
Seated, Sing: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   Hosanna in the highest! 
  
Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once on 
the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world.  In the joy of His 
resurrection and in expectation of His coming again, we offer ourselves to you as holy 
and living sacrifices.  Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 
  



Seated, Sing: 
 

Christ has died!   Christ is risen!    Christ will come again! 
  
Send Your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in Him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow up in 
all things into Christ our Lord.  And as this grain has been gathered from many fields 
into one loaf, and these grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that Your 
whole Church may soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into Your kingdom. 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Bethany has a been asked by Debra Hernandez, to pray for her son, Calver, 

a 42 year old father of 4 who is on oxygen in Albany Medical Center with 
COVID and pneumonia.  Please offer in prayer all of God’s children struggling 
with this terrible disease.   

 Wendy will be traveling cross country with her husband for the next 6 weeks.  
Please pray for her safe travels and the wonderful vacation she so richly 
deserves.  

 Please consider giving Kathy Casey a call—518-758-4922 (cell) or 518-758-
4922 (at rehab) -- or send a card to The Grand Rehabilitation and Nursing at 
Barnwell, 3230 Church Street, Valatie, NY 12184.  She asked that everyone 
be thanked for their calls and cards.  Bethany is her support system and 
family.    

 The new Words of Hope booklets can be found in the back of the church and 
are free to anyone wishing to use them as a daily devotional guide.     

 
*Hymn of Parting         #276   (red)   “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 

Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not; 
As Thou hast been Thou forever will be. 

 
Refrain: 

Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 



To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. (Refrain) 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! (Refrain) 

 
 

*Benediction 
As you leave this place, remember you are God's community in the world: 
for God's love endures forever! 
As you leave this place, remember you are alive with Christ: 
for Christ's light shines in the deepest shadows! 
As you leave this place, remember the gifts God offers to you: 
for the Spirit fills us with good works to do, and glad songs to sing to the world! 
And all God’s people say, 
Amen! 
 

Postlude 

 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 

 

                           August            1/1 - 8/31/2021                   09/5/21 
 Receipts             $7,377.51               $96,708.45                   $2,838               
 Disbursements    $9,119.78               $81,393  
                           ----------            ------------ 
 Net                    - $1,742.27             $15,315.12 


