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Order of Worship 
September 19, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.   
  
*Opening Hymn               #288  (red)     “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” 
 

I sing the mighty power of God  
that made the mountains rise,  

that spread the flowing seas abroad  
and built the lofty skies.  

I sing the wisdom that ordained  
the sun to rule the day;  

the moon shines full at God’s command,  
and all the stars obey. 

I sing the goodness of the Lord  
that filled the earth with food;  

God formed the creatures with a word  
and then pronounced them good.  

Lord, how Thy wonders are displayed,  
where'er I turn my eyes,  

if I survey the ground I tread  
or gaze upon the skies. 

There's not a plant or flower below  
but makes Thy glories known,  

and clouds arise and tempests blow  
by order from Thy throne;  

while all that borrows life from Thee  
is ever in Thy care,  

and everywhere that we can be,  
you, God, art present there. 

 
 
 
 



Call to Worship -Based on 1 John 3:1-7 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
   
How great is the love that the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 
children of God. 
The reason the world does not know us is that it does not know him. 
Beloved, now we are God's children; what we will be has not yet been made 
known.  
But we know that when he appears we shall be like him, for we shall see 
him as he is. Amen! 
  
Prayer of Confession  
Beloved, we are God’s children now, but what we will be in the fullness of our time 
has not been revealed. What we do know is this: we will be like Jesus the Christ 
and saints of God. Let us consider how Jesus was revealed among us and pray to 
be more like Christ in every way. Jesus embodied the unconditional love of God… 
  
We pray, may we be more like Jesus. 
Jesus fed those who were hungry… 
We pray, may we be more like Jesus. 
Jesus drew near to those living on the margins and excluded… 
We pray, may we be more like Jesus. 
Jesus brought healing and wholeness to those in need… 
We pray, may we be more like Jesus. 
Jesus hungered and thirsted for righteousness… 
We pray, may we be more like Jesus. 
  
Words of Assurance 
Beloved, through the love shown to us by Jesus, we can be sure that we are God’s 
children now. The Spirit of Christ is among us in this gathering and the nature of 
Christ is revealed within us.  We are becoming more and more like Christ each day. 
Therefore, let us live joyfully as God’s people; saints and instruments of God’s way. 
  
*Affirmation of Faith  
With all Christians everywhere, we believe in one God, who made 
everything. The Father sent his Son Jesus to die on the cross. Jesus rose 
again as Lord of all, that we might live forever with him. God sent his Holy 
Spirit to live in us, that we might grow more like Jesus. Amen. 
 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 



The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination   
Guide us O Lord, By your word and Holy Spirit, That in your light we may see light, 
In your faith find freedom, And in your will discover peace, Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  
 

The New Testament Reading James 3:13-4:8 
  

Bible Text:  
Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works 
are done with gentleness born of wisdom.  But if you have bitter envy and selfish 
ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth.  Such wisdom 
does not come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish.  For where 
there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of 
every kind.  But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing 
to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy.  
And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace. 
 
Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not 
come from your cravings that are at war within you? You want something and do 
not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; 
so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask.  
You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you 
get on your pleasures.  Adulterers! Do you not know that friendship with the world 
is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world becomes 
an enemy of God.  Or do you suppose that it is for nothing that the scripture says, 
“God yearns jealously for the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”?  But he gives 
all the more grace; therefore it says, 

 
“God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 

 
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  
Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, 
and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude              “Sometimes a Light Surprises” 

 

Sermon                           Rev. Eric L. Nichols, preaching 
  



The Response to God 

 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving              #204   (green)     “Lord, Make Us Servants” 

 
 Lord, make us servants of your peace: 
Where there is hate, may we sow love; 
Where there is hurt, may we forgive; 

Where there is strife, may we make one. 

Where all is doubt, may we sow faith; 
Where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 
Where all is night, may we sow light; 
Where all is tears, may we sow joy. 

Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek  
To be consoled, but to console, 

Nor look to understanding hearts, 
But look for hearts to understand. 

May we not look for love's return, 
But seek to love unselfishly, 
For in our giving we receive, 
And in forgiving are forgiven. 

Dying, we live, and are reborn 
Through death's dark night to endless day; 

Lord, make us servants of your peace, 
To wake at last in heaven's light. 

Offering   

*Doxology   (version not in our hymnbooks) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 



Announcements 
 Bethany’s "Good Samaritan Fund" to support members of our congregation 

and community who have short term emergency needs is 
depleted.  Currently Bethany would like to rent a clothes dryer for a member 
of our congregation who needs it to keep up with laundry generated by a 
terminally ill spouse, knowing the surviving spouse does not plan to remain 
in the area.  If you would like to help, for this immediate need, or so that 
Bethany has money available to support future congregant needs, please 
place your donation in an envelope clearly marked "Good Samaritan Fund" 
and place it in the offering plate or send it to the church office.  Checks 
should be made out to “Bethany Reformed Church.”  Thank you for helping 
us to "care for one of our own."     

 The church secretary is on vacation this week.  If emergencies arise, please 
call the Consistory VP, Pam Menton.    

 Articles for the church newsletter should be sent to the church office by the 
end of this week and the newsletter will go out early next week.  Please 
consider sharing celebrations or concerns for friends or family with our 
Bethany family.   

 Please keep Michael Isabella (David’s friend and peer) and his family in your 
prayers.  After spending over 50 days in the hospital, Michael was finally 
moved out of ICU and into the general ward, where he has developed 
pneumonia.  Unable to either walk or talk, Michael’s family has been there 
almost constantly to help him get his needs met and provide him comfort. 
Remember to also give thanks for your many blessings. 
    

 
 
 

*Hymn of Parting      #77 (green)      “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

I want to walk as a child of the light; 
I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world; 
The star of my life is Jesus. 

 
Refrain 

In him there is no darkness at all; 
The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God; 
Shine in my heart, Lord, Jesus. 

 
I want to see the brightness of God; 

I want to look at Jesus. 
Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path, 

And show me the way to the Father. 
Refrain 

 



 
I’m looking for the coming of Christ; 

I want to be with Jesus. 
When we have run with patience the race, 

we shall know the joy of Jesus. 
Refrain 

 
 

*Benediction 
Wipe away the tear from every eye.  
Together we gaze with love at the Lamb who is Shepherd and Sacrifice. 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name of God the Creator, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.   And all God’s people say, 
Amen! 
 

Postlude 

 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

11 AM Adult Bible Study in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch 

 

 

 

 
    August           1/1 - 8/31/2021          Receipts 9/12:  $817.00              

 Receipts             $7,377.51               $96,708.45                  
 Disbursements    $9,119.78               $81,393  
                           ----------                ------------ 
 Net                    - $1,742.27             $15,315.12 
 


