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Order of Worship 

September 26, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Opening Prayer 
Eternal God, we confess that we live very individual lives. We want to follow our 
own paths in life. We want to make it on our own. We want to find our own 
happiness. We want to live by our own rules. O Lord, even in our faith, we tend to 
think in very individual terms. We talk about a personal relationship with you as if it 
is just about “you and me.” We are tempted to think that faith is what we do in 
church on Sunday mornings. Yet you show us a different way. For in your word you 
teach us ethics. You show us what it means to live in a community of faith. You call 
us to care for the poor and those in need. You remind us again and again that a 
living faith includes faithful actions and deeds. Help us to live in this world in joyful 
obedience to you, out of gratitude for all that you have done for us, in Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
Votum 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen. 
O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! 
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 
 

*Opening Hymn    There is a Balm in Gilead #394 

 
 

Refrain: 
There is a balm in Gilead 

To make the wounded whole. 
There is a balm in Gilead 
To heal the sin-sick soul. 

 
Some times I feel discouraged, 

And think my work’s in vain, 
But then the Holy Spirit 

Revives my soul again. (Refrain) 
 

Don't ever feel discouraged, 
For Jesus is your friend, 

And if you lack for knowledge 
He'll not refuse to lend. (Refrain) 

 



If you cannot preach like Peter, 
If you cannot pray like Paul, 
You can tell the love of Jesus 

And say "He died for all."( Refrain) 
 

 

Call to Worship 
We will walk this day with you, O God, and you will walk with us, 
gathering us into a community to pray for one another in all things. 
We will walk this day with you, O Christ, and you will walk with us, 
calling us to follow you, helping us to set aside all which holds us back. 
We will walk this day with you, O Spirit, and you will walk with us, 
sending us out, side by side, to serve those cast aside by the world. 
 
Prayer of Confession 
Today, O God, we ponder what you say to us through scripture and wonder what 
has changed. In the story of Esther, we hear about the abuse of power and the 
exploitation of women. We learn about the planned destruction of foreigners in the 
land. Each of these issues concern the use of power to take advantage of those who 
are powerless - major causes still of people being denied the possibility of 
experiencing lives of dignity and worth. 
   
Assurance of Pardon 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our 
iniquities.  For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his steadfast 
love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far he 
removes our transgressions from us. 
 
*Affirmation of Faith  
With all Christians everywhere, we believe in one God, who made 
everything.  The Father sent his Son Jesus to die on the cross. Jesus rose 
again as Lord of all, that we might live forever with him. God sent his Holy 
Spirit to live in us, that we might grow more like Jesus. Amen. 
 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 

 



The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination  
Guide us O Lord, by your word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your faith find freedom, and in your will discover peace, Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading:       Numbers 11:4-29 
 

Bible Text:  
The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, 
and said, “If only we had meat to eat!  We remember the fish we used to eat in 
Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 
but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look 
at.” 
 
Now the manna was like coriander seed, and its color was like the color of gum 
resin.  The people went around and gathered it, ground it in mills or beat it in 
mortars, then boiled it in pots and made cakes of it; and the taste of it was like the 
taste of cakes baked with oil.  When the dew fell on the camp in the night, the 
manna would fall with it. 
 
Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of 
their tents. Then the Lord became very angry, and Moses was displeased.  So 
Moses said to the Lord, “Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have I 
not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on me?  Did 
I conceive all these people? Did I give birth to them, that you should say to me, 
‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child, to the land that you 
promised on oath to their ancestors’? 
 
Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping to me 
and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’  I am not able to carry all this people alone, for they 
are too heavy for me.  If this is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death 
at once—if I have found favor in your sight—and do not let me see my misery.” 
 
So the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom 
you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the 
tent of meeting, and have them take their place there with you.  I will come down 
and talk with you there; and I will take some of the spirit that is on you and put it 
on them; and they shall bear the burden of the people along with you so that you 
will not bear it all by yourself.  And say to the people: Consecrate yourselves for 
tomorrow, and you shall eat meat; for you have wailed in the hearing of the Lord, 
saying, ‘If only we had meat to eat! Surely it was better for us in Egypt.’ Therefore 
the Lord will give you meat, and you shall eat.  You shall eat not only one day, or 
two days, or five days, or ten days, or twenty days, but for a whole month—until it 
comes out of your nostrils and becomes loathsome to you—because you have 



rejected the Lord who is among you, and have wailed before him, saying, ‘Why did 
we ever leave Egypt?’”  
 
But Moses said, “The people I am with number six hundred thousand on foot; and 
you say, ‘I will give them meat, that they may eat for a whole month’!  Are there 
enough flocks and herds to slaughter for them? Are there enough fish in the sea to 
catch for them?”  The Lord said to Moses, “Is the Lord’s power limited?  Now you 
shall see whether my word will come true for you or not.” 
 
So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he gathered 
seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent.  Then the Lord 
came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on 
him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they 
prophesied. But they did not do so again. 
  
Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, 
and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not 
gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp.  And a young man ran 
and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.”  And Joshua son 
of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop 
them!”  But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the 
Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit on them!” 

 
This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude 

 

Sermon Message  "Jesus These Are Your People" 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols, preaching 
   

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving     #403  (red)    “What a Friend We Have In Jesus” 
 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 
all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 
ev’rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 
oh, what needless pain we bear, 

all because we do not carry 
ev’rything to God in prayer. 

 



Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged— 
take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Can we find a friend so faithful, 
who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 
take it to the Lord in prayer! 

 
Are we weak and heavy laden, 
’cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge, 
take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Jesus’ arms will take and shield thee— 
thou wilt find a solace there. 

 

Offering 

*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 

Announcements 
 Tom Williams passed into glory last Sunday.  Services will be held at a later 

date in October.   Please keep Claire in your prayers as she mourns the life of 
a kind and gentle husband and prepares for the next chapter in her life. 

 Please keep Janet Richardson in your prayers as she undergoes surgery on 
September 29. 

 Kathy Casey was admitted to St. Peter’s Hospital, Room 5206, Bed 1, on 
Friday with a seriously infected wound.  She can be reached at 518-525-
7218 and needs to know through calls and cards that she is not alone. 

 Pastor Peggy is also experiencing post-surgery complications and would have 
been admitted to St. Peter’s Hospital on Tuesday, had a bed been available.  
She is currently home receiving strong antibiotics and could also use prayers.  



 Many thanks to the people who heard the call for help and made an extra 
contribution last week to the Good Sanitarian Fund to try to help meet 
emergency needs of congregants and friends of Bethany.   

 In less than a month the Brooks BBQ is returning to Bethany.  Mark your 
calendars on October 27 to enjoy a great day working and eating. 

 Wendy wrote on Friday morning at 1 am, “The last 4 days we went to 
Arches, Canyonland, and Capitol Reef National Parks. Tomorrow is Bryce, and 
Saturday Zion! Then 3 days rest in Vegas.”  Looks like her night owl habits 
haven’t changed.     

 

*Hymn of Parting     #284  (green)   “Go My Children, With My Blessing” 
 

Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

In my loves baptismal river, I have made you mine forever 
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own. 

 
Go, my children, sins forgiven, and peace and pure. 

Have you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 
Here you heard my dear Son’s story, here you touched him, saw his glory 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
 

I, the Lord, will bless and keep you, and give you peace. 
I, the Lord, will smile upon you and give you peace: 

I the Lord will be your father, savior, comforter and brother 
Go, my children, I will keep you and give you peace. 

 

Closing Prayer 
We have gathered here today, Lord God as your people to offer you our sacrifice of 
prayer and worship.  We have fed on your Word, been refreshed through your living 
water, felt the encircling of your Spirit around this fellowship and around individual 
lives.  As we go from this place may we continue to know your presence and power 
in the very different lives that we lead, to your praise and glory. 
  
Benediction 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Amen! 
 

Postlude 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

11 AM Adult Bible Study in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           August            1/1 - 8/31/2021                   09/19/21 
 Receipts             $7,377.51               $96,708.45                      $869              
 Disbursements    $9,119.78               $81,393  
                           ----------            ------------ 
 Net                    - $1,742.27             $15,315.12 
 

Good Samaritan Fund---$1,000 

 


