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Order of Worship 
 

October 3, 2021 
 

Prelude 
Responsive Call to Worship 

 

Votum 
Sometimes our greatest enemy is fear, therefore, we proclaim:  
Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth. Amen. 
 

*Opening Hymn            #507  (red)    “I Come With Joy” 

I come with joy to meet my Lord, Forgiven, loved, and free, 
In awe and wonder to recall His life laid down for me, 

His life laid down for me. 
 

I come with Christians far and near To find, as all are fed, 
The new community of love In Christ’s communion bread, 

In Christ’s communion bread 
 

As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, Each proud division ends. 
The love that made us, makes us one, And strangers now are friends, 

And strangers now are friends 
 

And thus with joy we meet our Lord. His presence, always near, 
Is in such friendship better knows:  We see and praise Him here, 

We see and praise Him here. 
 

Together met, together bound, We’ll go our different ways, 
And as His people in the world, We’ll live and speak His praise, 

We’ll live and speak his praise. 
 

 
Call to Worship 
God, who created the fields of Eden, takes delight in all things, including us! 
God of glory, God of grace, your name is exalted in all the earth! 
Christ, who walked the streets of our world,gives hope to all people, including us! 
God of glory, God of grace,your Son is Savior of all creation! 
God's Spirit, who stays in our hearts, bears truth and peace to us! 
God of glory, God of grace, your love surrounds our every moment. 
 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your greatness. We praise 
your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your wonderful deeds. Your power is 
limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is overwhelming, your love is never failing. You 
promised that you will never leave or forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 
 

 



Prayer of Confession  
Living God, you have blessed our lives with so many gifts, so why do we find it difficult to share 
what we have with others?  We forget about those who  do not have the choices we 
have.  Those whose economic landscape is shaped by circumstances beyond their control - no 
job, no skills, chronic illness, no hope... 
  
Forgive us for believing that we are the body of Christ in this place but fail to love as he loved, 
fail to care as he cared; fail to empty ourselves of self so that we can be filled with the desire to 
meet the needs of others.  We want to be faithful followers of Jesus so help us to discern what 
hinders our commitment—whether it be our possessions, our career, our family or friends... 
 
Merciful God, our hope lies in our belief that what seems impossible for us is possible with 
you.  In this hope we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen 
 

Assurance of Pardon (Based on 1 John 1:9) 
The mercy and grace and love of God far outweighs what we think possible, for, as we confess 
our sins, God forgives us and cleanses us from all unrighteousness. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

Affirmation of Faith  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose from the dead;  he 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; from there he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Scripture Lesson:  Mark 10:2-16 
 
Bible Text 
Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?” 
He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” They said, “Moses allowed a man to write 
a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.”  But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness 



of heart he wrote this commandment for you.  But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made 
them male and female.’  ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined 
to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh.  
Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 
 
Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter.  He said to them, “Whoever 
divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her 
husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 
 
People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples 
spoke sternly to them.  But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the 
little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God 
belongs.  Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will 
never enter it.”  And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them 
  

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude     “Hear the Voice of God So Tender” 

 
Sermon Message   

"Forever?" 
Rev. Eric L. Nichols, preaching 

 

 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving      #521   (red)  “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” 

Refrain 
You satisfy the hungry heart with gift of finest wheat; 
Come give to us, O saving Lord, the bread of life to eat. 

 
As when the shepherd calls his sheep, They know and heed his voice; 
So when you call Your family, Lord, We follow and rejoice  [Refrain] 

 
With joyful lips we sing to You Our praise and gratitude 

That You should count us worthy, Lord, To share this heavenly food. [Refrain] 
 

Is not the cup we bless and share the blood of Christ outpoured? 
Do not one cup, one loaf, declare Our oneness in the Lord? [Refrain] 

 
The mystery of Your presence, Lord, No mortal tongue can tell: 

Whom all the world cannot contain Comes in our hearts to dwell. [Refrain] 
 

You give Yourself to us, O Lord; Then selfless let us be, 
To serve each other in Your name In truth and charity.  [Refrain] 

 
 
 



Offering brought forward 

*Doxology   (version not in our hymnbooks) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your word says that 
we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. Accept our tithes and offerings as 
a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for the effective growth of your kingdom. May 
Christ dwell in our hearts through faith so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have 
the strength to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  May we be filled with all the 
fullness of God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 

 
MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 
Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate is a feast of 
remembrance, of communion, and of hope.  We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus 
Christ was sent of the Father into the world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all 
obedience to the divine law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. By his death, 
resurrection, and ascension he established a new and eternal covenant of grace and 
reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never be forsaken by him. We come to have 
communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us always, even to the end of the 
world. In the breaking of the bread he makes himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread 
that strengthens us unto life eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom 
we must abide if we are to bear fruit. 
  
We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste of the feast 
of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, when with unveiled face we 
shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. Since by his death, resurrection, and 
ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are 
we to receive this Supper in true love, mindful of the communion of saints. 
  
COMMUNION PRAYER/GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (#250 green) 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts! 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all places, 
O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God!  You created heaven with all its hosts and the 
earth with all its plenty. You have given us life and being, and preserve us by your providence. 
But you have shown us the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, 
the eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. For the precious gift of this mighty 
Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise and bless you, O God. With your whole Church on 
earth and with all the company of heaven we worship and adore your glorious name. 
  



Here all shall say or sing: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest. 
  
Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once on the cross 
by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. In the joy of his resurrection and in 
expectation of his coming again, we offer ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. Together 
we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 
  
Here all shall say or sing: 
Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 
  
Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup which we 
bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ. Grant that, being joined 
together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow up in all things into Christ our 
Lord. And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these grapes from 
many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church may soon be gathered from the 
ends of the earth into your kingdom. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 
  
COMMUNION distributed 
  
THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION  (back of red hymnal) 
Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his Table, let us praise God’s holy name 
with heartfelt thanksgiving!   Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits— 
who forgives all your iniquity, 
who heals all your diseases, 
who redeems your life from the Pit, 
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
as far as the east is from the west, 
so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
As a father has compassion for his children, 
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 
who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give us all things with 
him. 
Therefore shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, from this time 
forth forevermore. Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 



Announcements 
 Next week's preacher will be Elder Kitt Jackson, a long-time member of the Altamont 

Reformed Church and a commissioned Preaching Elder in the Classis of Schenectady.  A 
native of Western New York, Kitt moved to the Albany area in 1969, was a language 
teacher for several years, was married and raised two children. In 1997 she started 
working for the Capital Area Council of Churches. Kitt also chairs the Albany CROP Hunger 
Walk Committee. Now retired from CACC, she continues to be active in her church and 
Classis, and in her spare time, enjoys reading, travel, and the outdoors.  

 Start planning for how you can help Bethany staff the Brooks BBQ.  It’s only a little over 3 
weeks away on October 27, and our volunteer recruiter, Wendy, is still on vacation 
(Wednesday she checked in from Phoenix, AZ).  Give her the best present possible by 
signing up early to help. A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board in the narthex.    

 Kathy Casey remains at St. Peter’s Hospital with a MRSA infection awaiting discharge to 
any available bed at a rehabilitation center in the area.  Please keep her in your prayers.   

 The Celebration of Life for Tom Williams has been scheduled for October 13 at 11 am here 
at Bethany.  Please keep his wife and family in your prayers.   

 Start Fall cleaning by bring in all of those good things you no longer want to store, to 
Bethany’s stage area for the Christmas Fair.  Please bring only clean useable items that 
you would be proud to claim as your discards, not broken or soiled stuff that should be 
discarded.  We no longer have the volunteer staff to clean, fix, or sort questionable items.      

 

*Hymn of Parting    (not in hymn books)    “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing” 

 
Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing 

The people of God from this dwelling take leave. 
The supper is ended, Oh, now be extended 
The fruits of this service in all who believe. 

The fruit of Christ’s teaching, receptive souls reaching 
Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

His grace did invite us, his love shall unite us 
To work for God’s kingdom and answer his call. 

 
With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living 

The tasks of our everyday life we will face. 
Our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, 

Embracing the children of each tribe and race. 
With your feast you feed us, with you light now lead us 

Unite us as one in this life that we share. 
Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving 

Give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 

Closing Prayer 
Let us go forth into the world in peace and dedicated to Your service, O Lord. Let us hold fast to that 
which is good, render to no person evil for evil, strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help 
the needy and the afflicted, and honor all people. Let us love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the 
power of His Spirit. And may God’s blessing be upon us and remain with us always. Amen. 
  
 
 



Benediction  
May God protect you through your time of trial. May the love of Christ, seen in what he did, and heard 
in what he said, fill you with joy and hope.  May the Holy Spirit advocate for you, leading into all truth, 
lighting the way of faith, and strengthening you to follow Jesus, so that you will become like a strong, 
young tree,growing deep and bearing much fruit. Amen. 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

 

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or just slept in, 
we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the www.bethanyrc.org  
homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed service/activity you are interested in.  
Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the internet to 
worship and stay in touch.   

 

                           August            1/1 - 8/31/2021                   09/26/21 
 Receipts             $7,377.51               $96,708.45                      $912               
 Disbursements    $9,119.78               $81,393  
                           ----------            ------------ 
 Net                    - $1,742.27             $15,315.12 
 

Donations to the Good Samaritan Fund:  $330 


