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Order of Worship 
 

October 10, 2021 
20th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Prelude 

We Gather in God’s Presence 

Votum 
Sometimes we wonder where God is, but we are assured that:  
Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.  
 
Call to Worship 
With reverent awe, we gather to worship the God of our ancestors. 
They trusted in God and God became their very real breath of life. 
Creating God, you guided the way through our conception and birth. 
 
We come with humble thanks, for our God is as real to us as God was to our forebears. 
We come, too, with our needs and concerns, as life has become so complicated. Come to 
us, God, with your breath of new life. 
Breath of life, you have travelled with us through all our life’s journey. 
 
Holy God, today we come to worship you, and yet, despite our sense of being a failure at 
times, we can say with confidence “You are my God!” 
Within the shelter of your guiding and blessedness, and despite our fears and 
doubts, we praise and thank our life-giving God who has never left or forsaken 
us.  All praise be to our trustworthy God! Amen. 
  
 
*Opening Hymn   #482 (red)       “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty”   
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

Come, all who hear; now to his temple draw near, 
join me in glad adoration. 

 
Praise to the Lord, above all things so wondrously reigning; 

sheltering you under his wings, and so gently sustaining! 
Have you not seen all that is needful has been 

sent by his gracious ordaining? 
 

Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 
surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 
if with his love he befriends you. 

 



Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him. 

Let the Amen sound from his people again; 
gladly forever adore him. 

       
 
Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession  
Lord, we look for you in the wrong places. We put our trust in material things. 
We worry about things we cannot change. We wonder if you are even there at 
all.  For all the times we have doubted you, Lord, or we have neglected your 
word and ignored your people, forgive us.  Do not be far from us, Lord.  There is 
no one else we can turn to for help.  Renew our fickle hearts and help us put 
our trust in you.  
 
Words of Assurance 
Friends, there is no wrong that God cannot make right.  There is no chasm that can 
separate us from God’s love. The Lord is patient and kind, generous and good. God will 
not forsake you or leave you. 
We turn to the Lord with confidence and put our faith in God’s great mercy. By 
the power of Jesus Christ, we are made whole. Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
*Affirmation of Faith  
With all Christians everywhere, we believe in one God, who made everything. 
The Father sent his Son Jesus to die on the cross. Jesus rose again as Lord of 
all, that we might live forever with him. God sent his Holy Spirit to live in us, 
that we might grow more like Jesus. Amen. 
 

*Gloria Patri #579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

God Speaks to Us 

Prayer of Illumination   
Guide us O Lord, by your word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace, Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
 

The Old Testament Reading Job 23:1-9, 16-17 
 
 



Bible Text 
Then Job answered: “Today also my complaint is bitter; his hand is heavy despite my 
groaning. Oh, that I knew where I might find him, that I might come even to his 
dwelling!  I would lay my case before him, and fill my mouth with arguments.  Would 
learn what he would answer me, and understand what he would say to me.  Would he 
contend with me in the greatness of his power?  No but he would give heed to me. There 
an upright person could reason with him, and I should be acquitted forever by my judge. 

__ 
 

“If I go forward, he is not there; or backward, I cannot perceive him; on the left he 
hides, and I cannot behold him; I turn to the right, but I cannot see him. God has made 
my heart faint; the Almighty has terrified me; If only I could vanish in darkness, and 
thick darkness would cover my face! 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
The New Testament Reading Mark 10:17-31 
  

Bible Text:  
As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, 
“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, “Why do you 
call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall 
not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false 
witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’” He said to him, 
“Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.”  Jesus, looking at him, loved him and 
said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money[a] to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.”  When he heard this, he was 
shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 
 
Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who 
have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!”  And the disciples were perplexed at these 
words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is[b] to enter the kingdom of 
God!  It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is 
rich to enter the kingdom of God.”  They were greatly astounded and said to one 
another, “Then who can be saved?”  Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is 
impossible, but not for God; for God all things are possible.” 
 
 Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.”  Jesus said, 
“Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or 
father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, who will not 
receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and 
children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life.  But many 
who are first will be last, and the last will be first.” 
 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ! 



Musical Interlude              “Shepherd Me, O God” 

 

Sermon by Elder Kitt Jackson          “Are you there, God?” 
     
  

We Respond with Gratitude 

 

*Hymn of Response    #422  (red)     “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” 

God, whose giving knows no ending, From your rich and endless store, 
Nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, Costly cross, grave’s shattered door: 

Gifted by You, we turn to Your, Offering up ourselves in praise, 
Thankful song shall rise forever, Gracious donor of our days. 

 

Skills and time are ours for pressing Toward the goals of Christ, Your Son: 
All at peace in health and freedom, Races joined the church made one. 

Not direct our daily sharing, As we heed Christ’s ageless call, 
Healing, teaching, and reclaiming, Serving You by loving all. 

 
Treasure too You have entrusted, Gain through powers Your grace conferred; 

Ours to use for home and kindred,  And to spread the gospel Word. 
Open wide our hands, in sharing,  As we heed Christ’s ageless call 

Healing, teaching, and reclaiming,  Serving You by loving all. 
 

Offering   

*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

 
 
 



Announcements 
 

 Kathy Casey has been relocated to the River Ridge Living Center, 100 Sandy 
Drive, Amsterdam, NY 12021after spending almost 2 weeks at St. Peter’s Hospital.  
She can now be reached on her cell phone (518-466-4092) or by calling the main 
number (518-843-3503) and asking to be transferred to her room phone.  On 
Friday she tested positive for COVID so there will be no visiting, no PT, and no OT 
for 2 weeks while she continues treatment for a serious thigh wound.   Who 
wouldn’t  need their spirits lifted?  Please call or send a card.   

 Janet Richardson reports her hand surgery was much more complicated than 
expected and she is in quite a bit of pain, but she is thankful it is over.  She has a 
cast that reaches midway up her forearm and sometimes the simplest tasks (like 
putting toothpaste on a toothbrush) can be challenging.  Despite it all, she is 
grateful for her daughter, a new computer, and an attentive neighbor who has 
been checking in with her daily.  She says, “Bethany’s prayers are effective, so 
please keep them coming.”  Stitches will be removed on Thursday, and she is 
hoping to be able to drive soon so she can rejoin us in person. 

 The Brooks BBQ is two weeks from Wednesday.  Please help by signing up to 
volunteer in the narthex. 

 The first Christmas Fair since 2019 is only 2 weeks after the Brooks BBQ on 
November 13.  Please keep Bethany in mind as a site to donate high quality items 
that you no longer have a use for and save 2 days (November 12 and 13) to rejoin 
your Bethany friends in setting up and staffing the event. 

 

*Hymn of Parting      #538 (red)      “Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing” 

 

Lord, dismiss us with your blessing; 
fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
let us each, your love possessing, 

triumph in redeeming grace. 
O refresh us, O refresh us, 

trav'ling through this wilderness. 

Thanks we give and adoration 
for your gospel's joyful sound: 
may the fruits of your salvation 
in our hearts and lives abound: 

ever faithful, ever faithful 
to the truth may we be found. 



So that when your love shall call us, 
Savior, from the world away, 
let no fear of death appall us, 
glad your summons to obey: 
may we ever, may we ever 

reign with you in endless day. 

 

*Benediction 
Amen! 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or just 
slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the internet to 
worship and stay in touch 

 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

 

 
    August           1/1 - 8/31/2021          Receipts 10/2:$1,875   

 Receipts             $7,377.51               $96,708.45                  
 Disbursements    $9,119.78               $81,393  
                           ----------                ------------ 
 Net                    - $1,742.27             $15,315.12 
 


