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Order of Worship 

October 17, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Opening Prayer 

We are gathered here today, Lord God as your people, to offer you our sacrifice of 
prayer and worship. We come from different walks of life; some are well educated, 
others not; some have walked with you for many years, others are just starting 
their journey; some are strong, others weak; some are full of joy, others burdened 
by care. You love each of us in equal measure. You pour your blessings on us in 
equal measure. 

Votum 
Sometimes our lives need to be de-cluttered, therefore, we proclaim: Our help is 
in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth. Amen.     
 

*Opening Hymn            #288 (red)      ‘I Sing the Mighty Power of God” 

I sing the mighty power of God 
That made the mountains rise; 

That spread the flowing seas abroad 
And built the lofty skies. 

I sing the wisdom that ordained 
The sun to rule the day; 

The moon shines full at God’s command, 
And all the stars obey. 

 
I sing the goodness of the Lord 
That filled the earth with food; 

God formed the creatures with a word 
And then pronounced them good. 

Lord, how Thy wonders are displayed, 
Where’er I turn my eyes; 

If I survey the ground I tread, 
Or gaze upon the skies! 

 



There’s not a plant or flower below 
But makes Thy glories known; 

And clouds arise, and tempests blow, 
By order from Thy throne; 

While all that borrows life from Thee 
Is ever in Thy care, 

And everywhere that we can be, 
Thou, God, art present there. 

 
Call to Worship 
Welcome! There are many places you could be this morning, but you have chosen 
to be here: 
where we learn how to live in God's Kingdom. 
Welcome to this place - full of music, of words, of prayer – yet also filled with 
danger: 
where we encounter a Wisdom we cannot always understand. 
Welcome to God's House, the most dangerous place in town: 
where we talk about and with God, and are reduced to silence so we may 
hear the call to discipleship. 
               
Invocation 
Dear Lord and Father, Thank you that you promise us that where two or three are 
gathered you are there in the midst. Lord, we welcome You amongst us today and 
celebrate the gift of life that you have lavished upon each of us. We ask that You 
would open our ears so that we may hear your voice. Open our minds so that we 
may receive Your eternal wisdom. Open our spirits so that we may know Your 
leading and guidance. And open our hearts so that we may receive Your wonderful 
love. We ask all this in the glorious name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of unity and love, place within each of us a spirit of hope and community. Have 
mercy upon us when we speak without love or act without humility.  Cleanse us 
with the living water of your grace.  Create in us willing hearts to live in patience 
and gentleness. 
Raise us up to be your children, growing toward maturity in faith and love.  
Strengthen this church, that we may be a model of ministry and unity for all the 
world to see. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
The One who poured the foundations of creation fills us with grace and hope. The 
One who numbered the clouds, tips over rain barrels of living water into our 
parched souls. 
The One who writes anthems for the early morning stars, fills us with 
songs of joy. The One who provides food for all living things, feeds us with 
mercies which come fresh and new each day.  Thanks be to God, we are 
forgiven. Amen. 



Instructions for Living and Affirmation of Faith–Belhar Conf. 
 

We believe: 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
 

That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus 
Christ;  
 

That through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, yet simultaneously 
a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: one which the people of 
God must continually be built up to attain;  
 

That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that separation, 
enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which Christ has already  
conquered, and accordingly that anything which threatens this unity may have no 
place in the church and must be resisted.  Amen 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
There is one hope, one calling, to which we are called. 
The hope in our lives is Jesus. 
There is one hope, one calling, to which we are called. 
The call we must answer is God’s. 
There is one faith, one hope, one Lord of us all. 
The Lord of our lives is Jesus. 
There is one baptism, one Father, one Mother of all. 
The creator who calls us is God. 
We are one body, one family, one church, 
woven by the Spirit with bonds of peace. 
With Christ’s children throughout all of this earth, 
We are one body in unity and love. 
  
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination    
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in 
your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 



The New Testament Reading:  Mark 10:35-45 

Bible Text: 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, 
we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.”  And he said to them, “What is it you 
want me to do for you?”  And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand 
and one at your left, in your glory.”  But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you 
are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism 
that I am baptized with?”  They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The 
cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be 
baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those 
for whom it has been prepared.” 
 
 When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John.  So Jesus 
called them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they 
recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them.  
But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be 
your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all.  For the 
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as ransom for 
many.” 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude     “Shepherd Me O God” 

 

Sermon Message by the Rev. Eric L. Nichols    

 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving              “Be Still My Soul”   (Not in our hymnal) 

Be still, my soul! for God is on your side; 
bear patiently the cross of grief or pain: 
leave to your God to order and provide, 

who through all changes faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul! your best, your heav’nly Friend 

through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
 

Be still, my soul! for God will undertake 
to guide the future surely as the past. 

Your hope, your confidence, let nothing shake; 



all now mysterious shall be clear at last. 
Be still, my soul! the waves and winds still know 

the voice that calmed their fury long ago. 
 

Be still, my soul! the hour is hastening on 
when we shall be forever in God's peace; 

when disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 
love’s joys restored, our strivings all shall cease. 
Be still my soul! when change and tears are past, 

all safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 

Offering 

*Doxology   (version not in our hymnbooks) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Please submit to the church office names of loved one lost in the last year 

that you would like remembered during the All Saints Service on October 31 
or any deceased loved ones you would like listed and remembered on the 
accompanying bulletin.   

 Flowers this morning were graciously provided from a meaningful memorial 
service for Tom Williams on Wednesday.  

 Phyllis McClarty was admitted to St. Peter's Hospital on Wednesday.  She 
was hoping to be discharged on Friday, but as of noontime, she had not yet 
been released.  Please keep her in your prayers.  

 Consecration Sunday is next Sunday, October 24, 2021.  Amidst a world 
turned upside down by COVID, God has stood by us and with us but we need 
your support to adapt to the changing landscape.  Technology has helped us 
reach out to shut-ins and health compromised members. Can it help us reach 
out to the neighborhood and the next generation or is there another path 
forward?  Be a vetted part of Bethany as we face that uncertain 
future, searching for a new pastor and striving to share the blessings of our 
faith with others.  Give us some stability by generously pledging and joining 
us in this adventure.   

 Phoebe Lewinski, who is 101 years old and our oldest member, has had a 
small stroke. She is doing fine, but was just been moved to assisted care at 
Atria Shaker, 345 Northern Blvd Room 302, Albany 12204. She is able to 



have visitors, but please call the facility first to confirm her availability at 
518-465-4444. 

 Please keep in your prayers the Albany Classis representatives to the 
Reformed Church of America General Synod meeting this week:  the Rev Rick 
Behan, Tina Bottini, Noreen Fargione and the Rev Mashona Walston 

 The BROOKS BBQ is a week from Wednesday!  Please sign up to volunteer 
(we need everyone plus others) and invite all your friends to enjoy a 
delightful evening meal without cooking.   
    

*Hymn of Parting             #276  (red)     “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 

Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not; 
As Thou hast been Thou forever will be. 

 
Refrain: 

Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. (Refrain) 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! (Refrain) 

 

Closing Prayer 

We have gathered here today, Lord God as your people to offer you 
our sacrifice of prayer and worship.  We have fed on your Word, been refreshed through 
your living water, felt the encircling of your Spirit around this fellowship and around 
individual lives.  As we go from this place may we continue to know your presence and 
power in the very different lives that we lead, to your praise and glory. 
  
 
 



*Benediction  
Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great  
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant,  make you complete  
in everything good so that you may do his will, working among us that which is  
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and  
ever. And all God’s people say, 
Amen. 
 

Postlude 

                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 

Loved ones to be remembered next Sunday.  Leave names in the narthex or call 
the church office at 581-482-7998 between 9:30-1:30 T-F.   

Name                                      Remembered by                  Died 2020-21  or  Prior 

______________________  _______________________          _____           ____ 

______________________  _______________________          _____           ____ 

_____________________  _______________________            _____           ____ 

_____________________  _______________________            _____           ____ 

 


