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Order of Worship 

October 24, 2021Consecration Sunday 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

Please leave offering and pledges in plates at the back of the pews. 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, 
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms – 1 Peter 4:10  

 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 
Sometimes we wonder where God is, but we are assured that: 
Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and 
earth.    Amen.  
  

*Opening Hymn             # 414  (red)     “As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought” 
 

As those of old their firstfruits brought Of vineyard, flock and field 
To God, the giver of all good, The source of bounteous yield, 

So we today our first fruits bring, The wealth of this good land: 
Of farm and market, shop and home, Of mind and heart and hand. 

 
A world in need now summons us To labor, love, and give, 

To make our life an offering To God that all may live. 
The church of Christ is calling us To make the dream come true: 

A world redeemed by Christ-like love, All life in Christ made new. 
 

With gratitude and humble trust We bring our best to You, 
Not just to serve Your cause, but share Your love with neighbors too. 

O God who gave Yourself to us In Jesus Christ Your Son, 
Help us to give ourselves each day Until life’s work is done. 

 

 
Call to Worship 
With our lips and with our hearts: 
we bless God in every moment of our lives. 
With our ears and with our hearts: 
we will hear the cries of our sisters and brothers, in every painful moment, 
in every broken place. 
With every gift and with our hearts: 
we will serve God and all of God's children, with every moment of our lives. 
 
 



Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession  
Almighty God, you offer us hope in Jesus Christ, the Son of David, yet we 
are obsessed with our concerns and ignore the hope you promise. We 
worry about our families, our work, our possessions. We lose hope in 
ourselves and our world. Calm our fears; help us to recognize that all hope 
comes from you. May we be so overcome with the hope and joy that you 
offer through Christ that we eagerly seek opportunities to share it with 
everyone. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Take heart: God hears your prayers. Get up: God has healed your brokenness. 
Listen: God calls to you with hope, with forgiveness, with life. 
Now, our eyes are opened and we can see; now, our ears are opened and 
we can hear; now, we can follow Christ into the kingdom. Thanks be to 
God, we are forgiven. Amen. 
  
Affirmation of Faith Based on the Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried.  He descended into hell. The third day he rose 
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father almighty.  From thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 

 

 



The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination  
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in 
your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
New Testament Reading:  Mark: 46-52 
 
Bible Text 
They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, 
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside.  When he 
heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on me!”  Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even 
more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”  Jesus stood still and said, “Call him 
here.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling 
you.”  So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus.  Then Jesus said to 
him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let 
me see again.”  Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he 
regained his sight and followed him on the way. 
      

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude     “Thanks Be to God” 

Sermon Message by Eric L. Nichols    

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving        #391   (red)   “Take My Life and Let It Be” 

Take my life and let it be 
consecrated, Lord, to thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 
let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands and let them move 
at the impulse of thy love. 

Take my feet and let them be 
swift and beautiful for thee, 
swift and beautiful for thee. 

Take my voice and let me sing 
always, only, for my King. 

Take my lips and let them be 



filled with messages from thee, 
filled with messages from thee. 

Take my silver and my gold; 
not a mite would I withhold. 

Take my intellect and use 
every power as thou shalt choose, 
every power as thou shalt choose. 

Take my will and make it thine; 
it shall be no longer mine. 

Take my heart it is thine own; 
it shall be thy royal throne, 
it shall be thy royal throne. 

Take my love; my Lord, I pour 
at thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
ever, only, all for thee, 
ever, only, all for thee. 

Bringing forward of Consecration Cards and Offering    
 
Let us pray:  Lord, help us to be grateful for what we have; to remember 
that we don't need most of what we want; and that joy is found in 
simplicity and generosity. Amen. 
 

*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Bethany’s congregation of faithful disciples thank everyone who expressed 

their wish for Bethany to survive today by placing a 2022 pledge in the 
offering plate.  Our small Sunday attendance has been supported by a legion 
of faithful stewards still fulfilling their 2021 pledges, even though they have 
not felt safe attending services in person.  Thank you.  We prayerfully await 
your return.    

 Volunteers are needed for the Brooks BBQ on Wednesday (and prep-work on 
Tuesday).  Most volunteer jobs do not interact with the public and social 
distancing occurs naturally.  It’s a great chance to help Bethany with your 



time and talents while enjoying the company of old friends.  Our bills do not 
decrease as our membership is dwindling.  Please help.    

 Please include on a piece of paper placed in the offering  plate the names of 
loved ones that have passed within the last 12 months if you would like them 
remembered in the All Souls Service next Sunday.  Another list of loved ones 
that died prior to 2021 will be included in the program and you are welcome 
to add to that list as well.  Last year’s list is posted in the narthex or follows 
the emailed version of this bulletin. 

 Dorothy Allen, a former member and Bethany Sunday School teacher, 
entered Glory on October 15.  She as 101 years old, and if you never met 
her, you missed a gem.  She was lively, independent, and devoted to 
Bethany. Although she was no longer able to attend services when she 
moved to the Heritage Home for Women, she never forgot us, and asked for 
donations to be sent to Bethany in lieu of flowers.  May God grant her peace. 
Dorothy Allen Obituary (2021) - Albany, NY - The Daily Gazette Co. 
(legacy.com) 

 Did you know this is Pastor Appreciation Month?  The very first time the 
mention of appreciating pastors for their contribution was mentioned in 
Timothy 1 (5:17) where it is stated that church elders deserve double the 
honor by Paul. This is further reiterated by him in Thessalonians 1 in which 
he mentions that those who are hardworking among us have to be treated 
with a lot of honor. This evolved into a month-long celebration known to be 
the Clergy Appreciation month, started in the year 1992.  How have you 
honored or shown appreciation to Bethany’s pastor who began preaching at 
Bethany as a “pulpit supply preacher” in mid-January at the height of the 
COVID epidemic, before being offered a 6 month part-time contract in June?   
Everyone needs to know they are valued.   

 Today is also the last day to accept nominations or volunteers to help the 4 
current Consistory members shoulder the weight of keeping Bethany going.  
Bethany needs more congregants committed to help Bethany survive these 
trying times.  Please pray to see how God is asking you to help.  

 The November newsletter should be sent out by Friday.  Please get articles to 
the church office by Wednesday.  

 
*Hymn of Parting     #274  (red)   “O God of Earth and Space” 

O God of earth and space, Of sea and fire and air, 
Your providence surrounds us here And everywhere. 
In fruit and grain and tree, In shelter from the cold, 

In cooling breezes, flowing wells, Now as of old. 

Where faithfulness is shown, Where love and fruit abound, 
Where beauty graces human life, There You are found. 

Inspirer of all thought!  Creative force of art! 
The melody on every tongue, In every heart! 

 
Wherever freedom reigns, Where sin is overthrown, 

Where justice fused with mercy rules, There You are known. 
Give us the courage clear To make the earth a home 

For all to live in harmony In Christ’s shalom. 



 
Your word commands response And summons us to life. 
We follow, strengthened by Your grace, In calm or strife. 

Our ever present help, Our challenge and our prod, 
We praise You now and to life’s end, Eternal God. 

 

Closing Prayer 
Bless all of us in this meeting today. Each of us have a life outside of these walls. There 
are very real hurts that some are coping with, and needs of others that we ache to help 
with and meet. Take that stirring of love that we feel for each other and guide our steps 
to be faithful friends and extensions of Your love to those that You have seated beside 
pf and across from us today. As we bow our heads and lift up our plans to You, we pray 
that You bless our hearts and minds to know we have done well in Your eyes. We pray 
for your assurance that we are operating within Your will.  
 
*Benediction  
Go! Your faith has made you well. 
We go, knowing that our faith has been made stronger. 
Go! Follow him on the way. 
We go, knowing Jesus is the way. 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever 

Postlude 

 
 
 
 

Names you wish added to the All Souls Day Remembrance—Please add death 
dates for those that died in the last 12 months. 

 
 
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________ 
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October 24, 2021Consecration Sunday 
 

*Means rise in body or spirit 
Bold print for congregational response 

Please leave offering and pledges in plates at the back of the pews. 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, 
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms – 1 Peter 4:10  

 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 
Sometimes we wonder where God is, but we are assured that: 
Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and 
earth.    Amen.  
  

*Opening Hymn             # 414  (red)     “As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought” 
 

As those of old their firstfruits brought Of vineyard, flock and field 
To God, the giver of all good, The source of bounteous yield, 

So we today our first fruits bring, The wealth of this good land: 
Of farm and market, shop and home, Of mind and heart and hand. 

 
A world in need now summons us To labor, love, and give, 

To make our life an offering To God that all may live. 
The church of Christ is calling us To make the dream come true: 

A world redeemed by Christ-like love, All life in Christ made new. 
 

With gratitude and humble trust We bring our best to You, 
Not just to serve Your cause, but share Your love with neighbors too. 

O God who gave Yourself to us In Jesus Christ Your Son, 
Help us to give ourselves each day Until life’s work is done. 

 

 
Call to Worship 
With our lips and with our hearts: 
we bless God in every moment of our lives. 
With our ears and with our hearts: 
we will hear the cries of our sisters and brothers, in every painful moment, 
in every broken place. 
With every gift and with our hearts: 
we will serve God and all of God's children, with every moment of our lives. 
 
 



Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession  
Almighty God, you offer us hope in Jesus Christ, the Son of David, yet we 
are obsessed with our concerns and ignore the hope you promise. We 
worry about our families, our work, our possessions. We lose hope in 
ourselves and our world. Calm our fears; help us to recognize that all hope 
comes from you. May we be so overcome with the hope and joy that you 
offer through Christ that we eagerly seek opportunities to share it with 
everyone. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Take heart: God hears your prayers. Get up: God has healed your brokenness. 
Listen: God calls to you with hope, with forgiveness, with life. 
Now, our eyes are opened and we can see; now, our ears are opened and 
we can hear; now, we can follow Christ into the kingdom. Thanks be to 
God, we are forgiven. Amen. 
  
Affirmation of Faith Based on the Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried.  He descended into hell. The third day he rose 
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father almighty.  From thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 

 

 



The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination  
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in 
your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
New Testament Reading:  Mark: 46-52 
 
Bible Text 
They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, 
Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside.  When he 
heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on me!”  Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even 
more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”  Jesus stood still and said, “Call him 
here.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling 
you.”  So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus.  Then Jesus said to 
him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let 
me see again.”  Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he 
regained his sight and followed him on the way. 
      

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 

Musical Interlude     “Thanks Be to God” 

Sermon Message by Eric L. Nichols    

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving        #391   (red)   “Take My Life and Let It Be” 

Take my life and let it be 
consecrated, Lord, to thee. 

Take my moments and my days; 
let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands and let them move 
at the impulse of thy love. 

Take my feet and let them be 
swift and beautiful for thee, 
swift and beautiful for thee. 

Take my voice and let me sing 
always, only, for my King. 

Take my lips and let them be 



filled with messages from thee, 
filled with messages from thee. 

Take my silver and my gold; 
not a mite would I withhold. 

Take my intellect and use 
every power as thou shalt choose, 
every power as thou shalt choose. 

Take my will and make it thine; 
it shall be no longer mine. 

Take my heart it is thine own; 
it shall be thy royal throne, 
it shall be thy royal throne. 

Take my love; my Lord, I pour 
at thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself, and I will be 
ever, only, all for thee, 
ever, only, all for thee. 

Bringing forward of Consecration Cards and Offering    
 
Let us pray:  Lord, help us to be grateful for what we have; to remember 
that we don't need most of what we want; and that joy is found in 
simplicity and generosity. Amen. 
 

*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Bethany’s congregation of faithful disciples thank everyone who expressed 

their wish for Bethany to survive today by placing a 2022 pledge in the 
offering plate.  Our small Sunday attendance has been supported by a legion 
of faithful stewards still fulfilling their 2021 pledges, even though they have 
not felt safe attending services in person.  Thank you.  We prayerfully await 
your return.    

 Volunteers are needed for the Brooks BBQ on Wednesday (and prep-work on 
Tuesday).  Most volunteer jobs do not interact with the public and social 
distancing occurs naturally.  It’s a great chance to help Bethany with your 



time and talents while enjoying the company of old friends.  Our bills do not 
decrease as our membership is dwindling.  Please help.    

 Please include on a piece of paper placed in the offering  plate the names of 
loved ones that have passed within the last 12 months if you would like them 
remembered in the All Souls Service next Sunday.  Another list of loved ones 
that died prior to 2021 will be included in the program and you are welcome 
to add to that list as well.  Last year’s list is posted in the narthex or follows 
the emailed version of this bulletin. 

 Dorothy Allen, a former member and Bethany Sunday School teacher, 
entered Glory on October 15.  She as 101 years old, and if you never met 
her, you missed a gem.  She was lively, independent, and devoted to 
Bethany. Although she was no longer able to attend services when she 
moved to the Heritage Home for Women, she never forgot us, and asked for 
donations to be sent to Bethany in lieu of flowers.  May God grant her peace. 
Dorothy Allen Obituary (2021) - Albany, NY - The Daily Gazette Co. 
(legacy.com) 

 Did you know this is Pastor Appreciation Month?  The very first time the 
mention of appreciating pastors for their contribution was mentioned in 
Timothy 1 (5:17) where it is stated that church elders deserve double the 
honor by Paul. This is further reiterated by him in Thessalonians 1 in which 
he mentions that those who are hardworking among us have to be treated 
with a lot of honor. This evolved into a month-long celebration known to be 
the Clergy Appreciation month, started in the year 1992.  How have you 
honored or shown appreciation to Bethany’s pastor who began preaching at 
Bethany as a “pulpit supply preacher” in mid-January at the height of the 
COVID epidemic, before being offered a 6 month part-time contract in June?   
Everyone needs to know they are valued.   

 Today is also the last day to accept nominations or volunteers to help the 4 
current Consistory members shoulder the weight of keeping Bethany going.  
Bethany needs more congregants committed to help Bethany survive these 
trying times.  Please pray to see how God is asking you to help.  

 The November newsletter should be sent out by Friday.  Please get articles to 
the church office by Wednesday.  

 
*Hymn of Parting     #274  (red)   “O God of Earth and Space” 

O God of earth and space, Of sea and fire and air, 
Your providence surrounds us here And everywhere. 
In fruit and grain and tree, In shelter from the cold, 

In cooling breezes, flowing wells, Now as of old. 

Where faithfulness is shown, Where love and fruit abound, 
Where beauty graces human life, There You are found. 

Inspirer of all thought!  Creative force of art! 
The melody on every tongue, In every heart! 

 
Wherever freedom reigns, Where sin is overthrown, 

Where justice fused with mercy rules, There You are known. 
Give us the courage clear To make the earth a home 

For all to live in harmony In Christ’s shalom. 



 
Your word commands response And summons us to life. 
We follow, strengthened by Your grace, In calm or strife. 

Our ever present help, Our challenge and our prod, 
We praise You now and to life’s end, Eternal God. 

 

Closing Prayer 
Bless all of us in this meeting today. Each of us have a life outside of these walls. There 
are very real hurts that some are coping with, and needs of others that we ache to help 
with and meet. Take that stirring of love that we feel for each other and guide our steps 
to be faithful friends and extensions of Your love to those that You have seated beside 
pf and across from us today. As we bow our heads and lift up our plans to You, we pray 
that You bless our hearts and minds to know we have done well in Your eyes. We pray 
for your assurance that we are operating within Your will.  
 
*Benediction  
Go! Your faith has made you well. 
We go, knowing that our faith has been made stronger. 
Go! Follow him on the way. 
We go, knowing Jesus is the way. 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever 

Postlude 

 
 
 
 

Names you wish added to the All Souls Day Remembrance—Please add death 
dates for those that died in the last 12 months. 
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