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Order of Worship 
October 31, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 
Sometimes we wonder where God is, but we are assured that: 
Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.  
 

Call to Worship 
Blessed are those who pay attention to God’s words. 
We will keep them close to our hearts and write them on our souls. 
Blessed are those who seek to walk with God’s Word, Jesus. 
We will seek to love our God completely and our neighbors as if they were us. 
Blessed are those keep their eyes on the Spirit. 
We will learn the ways of peace and practice the art of hope. 
 
*Opening Hymn       #345 (red)    “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” 

 
Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 

Forgive our foolish ways; 
Reclothe us in our rightful mind, 
In purer lives Thy service find, 
In deeper reverence, praise. 

 
In simple trust like theirs who heard, 

Beside the Syrian sea, 
The gracious calling of the Lord, 

Let us, like them, without a word, 
Rise up and follow Thee. 

 
O Sabbath rest by Galilee, 

O calm of hills above, 
Where Jesus knelt to share with Thee 

The silence of eternity, 
Interpreted by love! 

 
Drop Thy still dews of quietness, 

Till all our strivings cease; 
Take from our souls the strain and stress, 

And let our ordered lives confess 
The beauty of Thy peace. 

 
Breathe through the heats of our desire 

Thy coolness and Thy balm; 
Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 

Speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
O still, small voice of calm. 



 
Prayer of Confession  
Holy One, we confess that we have been caught up in the ways of the world. 
Instead of looking to commandments and rules as a way to guide our life, we 
use them to punish and restrict others.  Forgive us for our judgments and 
misconceptions.  Forgive us for not working on ourselves, on our own lives.  
Call us back to Your way of life, a way of love, commitment, respect, and 
forgiveness.  Call us back to a way of life that honors You and creation, and 
guides us to better love our neighbors as ourselves.  In the name of Jesus 
the Christ, who ended sacrifice and death and fulfilled the promise of new 
life, we pray. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
In God's Kingdom, all are loved for who they are, not what they do; 
in God's Kingdom, all are forgiven for what they do, and don't; 
in God's Kingdom, all are welcomed and fed by God's grace and hope. 
Forgiven, loved, sent forth - we are not far from God's Kingdom!  Thanks be 
to God. Amen. 
 
Instructions for Living– Heidelberg Catechism Q & A 92/112 
Q: What does the Lord say in the law? 
A: God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out 
of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. You shall not give false testimony against 
your neighbor. 
Q: What is God’s will for us in this ninth commandment? 
A: God’s will is that I never twist another’s words, not gossip or insult, nor 
join in condemning anyone without a hearing or without a just cause. I 
should love the truth, speak it candidly; and, I should do what I can to guard 
and advance my neighbor’s good name. 
  
Affirmation of Faith  
With all Christians everywhere, we believe in one God, who made everything. 
The Father sent his Son Jesus to die on the cross.  Jesus rose again as Lord of 
all, that we might live forever with him.  God sent his Holy Spirit to live in us, 
that we might grow more like Jesus. Amen. 
 
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

 
Word of God 

 
Prayer of Illumination  
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in your 
truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 
The New Testament Reading Mark 12:28-34  
 
Bible Text:   
One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing 
that he answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?”  
Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind, and with all your strength.’  The second is this, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”  
 
Then the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is 
one, and besides him there is no other’;  and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with 
all the understanding, and with all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as 
oneself,’—this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 
When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the 
kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him any question. 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
Musical Interlude:    “Now the Laborer’s Task Is O'er” 
 
Sermon by Rev. Eric L. Nichols 
 

The Response to God 
 
 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving        #527    “Near to the Heart of God” 
 

There is a place of quiet rest, 
Near to the heart of God, 

A place where sin cannot molest, 
Near to the heart of God. 

 
Refrain: 

O Jesus, blest Redeemer, 
Sent from the heart of God, 

Hold us, who wait before Thee, 
Near to the heart of God. 

 
There is a place of comfort sweet, 

Near to the heart of God, 
A place where we our Savior meet, 
Near to the heart of God. (Refrain) 

 
There is a place of full release, 

Near to the heart of God, 
A place where all is joy and peace, 
Near to the heart of God. (Refrain) 



Offering 
 
*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
Announcements 

 Thanks to the wonderful volunteers (Bethany’s members, their friends, 
hairdressers, and neighbors) that staffed the Brooks BBQ, Bethany had another 
successful fundraiser and a good time.  It was almost flawless.  Fundraisers are 
an increasing important part of the church’s budget and we have been blessed 
by leaders such as Pam and Wendy that do such a wonderful job organizing the 
event. Thank all that participated.   

 The extra chicken dinners that were not sold were taken by Melissa Faustel to 
the Street Soldiers that distribute necessities to anyone in need on Friday 
nights at 7 pm in Academy Park.  All are welcome to participate as a volunteer 
or donor or recipient.   

 Two dinners went to Michael’s (David’s friend’s) parents who thanked Bethany 
for their support and prayers.  After almost 3 months in the hospital, Michael 
was transferred this week to the Pathways Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in 
Niskayuna.   His mother said that, but for prayers (Bethany’s and those from 
other churches), Michael would have been transferred to a rehabilitation center 
on Long Island.  The opening in Niskayuna was a last minute miracle.  Although 
Michael is still in serious condition, she continues to hope and pray that he can 
one day return home.   

 Please offer prayers for Claire Hanley’s oldest son, William Hanley, who 
contracted COVID at a concert and continues to run a high fever.     

 Bethany thanks all who were in church last week or mailed in their pledges so 
that planning for the upcoming year can begin and the Search Committee 
knows what they must work with when searching to “call” a new minister.  To 
date, $55,658 has been pledged for the general budget (i.e. salaries (4), heat 
and electric, insurance, grounds, maintenance, Classis assessment, etc.) and 
$5,388 has been pledged for missions.  If you haven’t made a commitment to 
help Bethany survive, continue God’s work, and plan for 2022, please put your 
pledge in the offering plate or mail it to the church office.  Thank you.   

 On the bulletin board in the narthex are the names of 4 of our shut-ins with a 
tear off tab that includes their address to remind you to give them a call or 
send them a card of encouragement.  You can find their phone numbers in the 
directory.  Please show them, or any of our “missing members” that we have 
not seen since COVID turned the world upside down, that you care.   

 The Christmas Fair is November 13.  Please bring any almost new (but no 
longer needed) items, crafts, plants, baked goods, or clean attic treasures to 
share.  Luncheon will be served.  Volunteers are needed.   

 
 



*Hymn of Parting    #526 For    “All the Saints”   (first three verses) 

For all the saints, who from their labors rest, 
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed, 

Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might; 

Thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight; 
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

*O blest communion, fellowship divine! 
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 
Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 
*Benediction  
Wipe away the tear from every eye.  
Together we gaze with love at the Lamb who is Shepherd and Sacrifice. 
As we have joined to worship let us depart to serve in the name of God the Creator, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.   And all God’s people say, 
Amen! 
 
Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 
 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



All SoulS RemembRAnce 
 

Joan Hollner passed into glory on February 24, 2021 

Gordon Davis passed into glory on July 12, 2021 

Thomas Williams passed into glory on September 19, 2021 

Dorothy Allen passed into glory on October 15, 2021 

Previously departed and loved

Jack White                                                                                                
Sandra Goodman                                                                                        
Hazel Holden                                                                                                     
Helen Landau                                                                                                      
Everett “Pat” Poole                                                                                              
Arthur Bartlett                                                                                            
Elsie Faustel                                                                                                    
Shirley DeBoer 
Constance Dick                                                                                                 
Carl L. and Eugenie Jones 
Lucille M. Hunt                                                                                        
James M. Hughes, Sr. 
Jeannette Riviello                                                                                               
Jane Williams                                                                                                            
Carole A. Ballard                                                                             
Raymond and Elsie Bender 
Dorothy Sacco                                                              
Beverly R. Haefeli                               
Helene and Harold Bauer                                                      
Thomas E. Hollner                            
Carl and Marjorie McClarty                                                                                
Christine Davis 
Iris Benware                                                                                                         
Barry Nader  
Bernice Ilene Dates                                                                                              
George Dick  
Lu and Leonard Gast  
Robert Baker, Sr. 
Eugenie Jones                                                                       
Doris and Raymond Haberland   
Ralph Mason                                                                                                        
Frank Casey                                             
Lewis W. Hallenbeck                                                                                   
Ralph Whitbeck  
Hanlon M. McDonald                                                                   
Bruce Nichols 

Winnie Burnett                                                                                      
Elizabeth (Betty) Gray 
Harold Clark                                                                                           
Marion and Paul Clas                   
Keith Ratcliff                                                                                                     
Bonnie Arnold 
Bill Karins                                                                            
Edna Saddlemire  
Eleanor Schuman                                                                                            
George Waylett 
Ray and Eva Ellis                                                                                                            
Annie Lou, Randy,& Larry Funderburke                                                    
Bertha Lee Wilson                                                 
Tiff and Jane Williams                                                                                          
Grace Brown   
Charlie and Jessie Koch                                                                                        
Richard Bult                                       
Dominic (Nicky) Sacco                                                                                         
Eric Whitney 
Alvin Whitney                                                                                                  
Aaron Whitney  
Jennifer Bentley                                                                            
Grandma & Grandpa Bentley                          
Grandma Betit                                                                                                      
James Betit 
Howard and Alice Schraver                                                                 
Olive and Marty Schraver  
Carl Schraver                                                                                            
Robert S. Schraver 
Irene and Ted Coffey                                                
William, Kathryn, & Robert W. Czaban 
Robert Charles Wilkens                                                                                    
Helen Schraver 
Erwin and Edith Avery



 

                                                                             

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 
8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 
5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 
 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 
 
 


