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Order of Worship 
November 14, 2021 

Prelude 
Responsive Call to Worship 

 
Votum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.    
 
Call to Worship (1 Samuel 1, Psalm 113, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
My strength is exalted in my God. Despite sorrows and sadness, anxieties and 
vexations, we praise your name, O Lord. 
For the power of the Lord gives me strength, and the love of the Lord gives 
me hope.   
With Hannah, the mother of sorrows, we bless the name of the Lord, today and 
forever.  From the rising of the sun to its setting, God is with us. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.  We praise your holy name, O God. 
From Hannah, the mother of joy, we learn the bounty of unwavering hope. 
Let your servant find favor in your sight, O Lord. 
Hardship is a constant companion. We must rely on the selfless example of Christ 
to show us the way to truth, life, and love. Amen 
 
*Opening Hymn        #206   (red)   “O Hear Our Cry O Lord” 
 

O hear our cry, O Lord; Now hear us as we pray. 
You guide us as a shepherd leads, So keep us in Your way. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

Enthroned above all worlds, You shine with holy light. 
Lord, pour Your power upon us all And save us with Your might. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, the God of Hosts, Turn not your face away. 
Our tears have been both food and drink, Foes mock us night and day. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, our God, return; Bring peace into each home. 
So let Your face shine on us all, Restore us as Your own. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now.   
 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Amen. 
 



Prayer of Confession (1 Samuel 1, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
Rock of Salvation, you give children to the barren and strength to the feeble; you 
exalt the poor and lift up the needy.  We praise your holy name from morning to 
night, yet we build walls that separate us: from you, from one another, from the 
world, even from ourselves.  We place stumbling blocks in the way of goodness and 
truth.  We are led astray by promises of earthly treasure.  We confess our fallibility 
and seek solace in the mother of our joy.  Teach us to pray and praise without 
pause, confessing hope ceaselessly.  Guide us in our efforts to encourage one 
another, to work together for good in the world, and to prepare for the day of the 
Lord. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger and abundant in steadfast love; 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
Nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
As far as the east is from the west, 
So far he removes our transgressions from us. 
 
 
*Affirmation of Faith –*Excerpt from the Belhar Confession  
We believe: 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
 
That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of 
Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, 
yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: 
one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain;  
 
That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that 
separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which 
Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which  
threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted. 
  
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 



The Word of God 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Lesson:  1 Samuel 1:4-20 
 
Bible Text: 
On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah 
and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double 
portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. Her rival 
used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her 
womb. 
 
So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she 
used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband 
Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your 
heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 
 
After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself 
before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of 
the temple of the Lord.  She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and 
wept bitterly. 
  
She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your 
servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your 
servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his 
death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his 
head.” 
 
 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah was 
praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli 
thought she was drunk.  So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken 
spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.”  
 
 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the 
Lord.  Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking 
out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.”  Then Eli answered, “Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.”  And she said, 
“Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her 
quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 
 
 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went 
back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord 



remembered her.  In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him 
Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 
Music Interlude       “I Sought the Lord” 
 
Sermon by Eric L. Nichols 
 

 
 

The Response to God 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving     “Be Not Dismayed (God Will Take Care of You)”   (not in 
our hymnal) 

Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 
God will take care of you; 

Beneath his wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Refrain: 

God will take care of you, 
through ev'ry day, o’er all the way; 

He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 

God will take care of you; 
When dangers fierce your path assail, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
 

No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you; 

Lean, weary one, upon his breast, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 
 
Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your 
word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 
Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for 
the effective growth of your kingdom.  May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith 
so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  May we be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
 
Announcements 

 Rev. Nichols will be on vacation for the next two weeks.  If you have an 
emergency, please call one of the Consistory members, or the church office 
(T-F from 9:30-1:30).   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

 Thanks to everyone who helped with the Christmas Fair on Saturday and 
with all the prep work that occurred prior to Saturday.  With fewer and fewer 
hands to help every year, it is becoming harder and harder to pull it off, but 
it is also an essential fundraiser for Bethany’s financial well-being.  Thank 
you all for helping or shopping.   

 If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary with flowers for Advent 
(starts November 28), please sign-up by Tuesday, November 13 to purchase 
a 6” foil wrapped poinsettia.  Orders can also be placed in the church office, 
by phone or email.  Payment can be made by including your name or the 
loved one you are honoring in an envelope marked “Poinsettia Plants” and 
placing it in the offering plate or delivering it to the church office.  Paid for 
plants can be removed from the sanctuary any time after the Christmas Eve 
service and can bring the spirit of Christmas into you home for weeks or 
months.  Some people even add them to their gardens in the spring.     

 
 

*Hymn of Parting     #536   (red)      “Lord, Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy, 

until we meet again: 
holy, holy, holy, 

until we meet again. 
 



Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving, 

until we meet again: 
loving, loving, loving, 
until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient, 

until we meet again: 
patient, patient, patient, 

until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

until we meet again: 
faithful, faithful, faithful, 

until we meet again. 
 
 
 
Benediction 
Go in peace, remembering a mother’s faith in God — 
a faith that provided her with comfort and strength 
in her time of need. 
May you pray unfailingly, grow steadily, and love constantly.  Amen 
 
 
Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays  Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
 



 

 

 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols 
Pastor 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2021 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 
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Responsive Call to Worship 

 
Votum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.    
 
Call to Worship (1 Samuel 1, Psalm 113, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
My strength is exalted in my God. Despite sorrows and sadness, anxieties and 
vexations, we praise your name, O Lord. 
For the power of the Lord gives me strength, and the love of the Lord gives 
me hope.   
With Hannah, the mother of sorrows, we bless the name of the Lord, today and 
forever.  From the rising of the sun to its setting, God is with us. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.  We praise your holy name, O God. 
From Hannah, the mother of joy, we learn the bounty of unwavering hope. 
Let your servant find favor in your sight, O Lord. 
Hardship is a constant companion. We must rely on the selfless example of Christ 
to show us the way to truth, life, and love. Amen 
 
*Opening Hymn        #206   (red)   “O Hear Our Cry O Lord” 
 

O hear our cry, O Lord; Now hear us as we pray. 
You guide us as a shepherd leads, So keep us in Your way. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

Enthroned above all worlds, You shine with holy light. 
Lord, pour Your power upon us all And save us with Your might. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, the God of Hosts, Turn not your face away. 
Our tears have been both food and drink, Foes mock us night and day. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, our God, return; Bring peace into each home. 
So let Your face shine on us all, Restore us as Your own. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now.   
 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Amen. 
 



Prayer of Confession (1 Samuel 1, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
Rock of Salvation, you give children to the barren and strength to the feeble; you 
exalt the poor and lift up the needy.  We praise your holy name from morning to 
night, yet we build walls that separate us: from you, from one another, from the 
world, even from ourselves.  We place stumbling blocks in the way of goodness and 
truth.  We are led astray by promises of earthly treasure.  We confess our fallibility 
and seek solace in the mother of our joy.  Teach us to pray and praise without 
pause, confessing hope ceaselessly.  Guide us in our efforts to encourage one 
another, to work together for good in the world, and to prepare for the day of the 
Lord. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger and abundant in steadfast love; 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
Nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
As far as the east is from the west, 
So far he removes our transgressions from us. 
 
 
*Affirmation of Faith –*Excerpt from the Belhar Confession  
We believe: 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
 
That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of 
Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, 
yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: 
one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain;  
 
That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that 
separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which 
Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which  
threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted. 
  
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 



The Word of God 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Lesson:  1 Samuel 1:4-20 
 
Bible Text: 
On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah 
and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double 
portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. Her rival 
used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her 
womb. 
 
So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she 
used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband 
Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your 
heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 
 
After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself 
before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of 
the temple of the Lord.  She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and 
wept bitterly. 
  
She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your 
servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your 
servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his 
death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his 
head.” 
 
 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah was 
praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli 
thought she was drunk.  So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken 
spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.”  
 
 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the 
Lord.  Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking 
out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.”  Then Eli answered, “Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.”  And she said, 
“Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her 
quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 
 
 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went 
back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord 



remembered her.  In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him 
Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 
Music Interlude       “I Sought the Lord” 
 
Sermon by Eric L. Nichols 
 

 
 

The Response to God 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving     “Be Not Dismayed (God Will Take Care of You)”   (not in 
our hymnal) 

Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 
God will take care of you; 

Beneath his wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Refrain: 

God will take care of you, 
through ev'ry day, o’er all the way; 

He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 

God will take care of you; 
When dangers fierce your path assail, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
 

No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you; 

Lean, weary one, upon his breast, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 
 
Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your 
word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 
Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for 
the effective growth of your kingdom.  May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith 
so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  May we be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
 
Announcements 

 Rev. Nichols will be on vacation for the next two weeks.  If you have an 
emergency, please call one of the Consistory members, or the church office 
(T-F from 9:30-1:30).   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

 Thanks to everyone who helped with the Christmas Fair on Saturday and 
with all the prep work that occurred prior to Saturday.  With fewer and fewer 
hands to help every year, it is becoming harder and harder to pull it off, but 
it is also an essential fundraiser for Bethany’s financial well-being.  Thank 
you all for helping or shopping.   

 If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary with flowers for Advent 
(starts November 28), please sign-up by Tuesday, November 13 to purchase 
a 6” foil wrapped poinsettia.  Orders can also be placed in the church office, 
by phone or email.  Payment can be made by including your name or the 
loved one you are honoring in an envelope marked “Poinsettia Plants” and 
placing it in the offering plate or delivering it to the church office.  Paid for 
plants can be removed from the sanctuary any time after the Christmas Eve 
service and can bring the spirit of Christmas into you home for weeks or 
months.  Some people even add them to their gardens in the spring.     

 
 

*Hymn of Parting     #536   (red)      “Lord, Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy, 

until we meet again: 
holy, holy, holy, 

until we meet again. 
 



Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving, 

until we meet again: 
loving, loving, loving, 
until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient, 

until we meet again: 
patient, patient, patient, 

until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

until we meet again: 
faithful, faithful, faithful, 

until we meet again. 
 
 
 
Benediction 
Go in peace, remembering a mother’s faith in God — 
a faith that provided her with comfort and strength 
in her time of need. 
May you pray unfailingly, grow steadily, and love constantly.  Amen 
 
 
Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 
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courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
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May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 
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me hope.   
With Hannah, the mother of sorrows, we bless the name of the Lord, today and 
forever.  From the rising of the sun to its setting, God is with us. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.  We praise your holy name, O God. 
From Hannah, the mother of joy, we learn the bounty of unwavering hope. 
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Hardship is a constant companion. We must rely on the selfless example of Christ 
to show us the way to truth, life, and love. Amen 
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O hear our cry, O Lord; Now hear us as we pray. 
You guide us as a shepherd leads, So keep us in Your way. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

Enthroned above all worlds, You shine with holy light. 
Lord, pour Your power upon us all And save us with Your might. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, the God of Hosts, Turn not your face away. 
Our tears have been both food and drink, Foes mock us night and day. 
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O Lord, our God, return; Bring peace into each home. 
So let Your face shine on us all, Restore us as Your own. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now.   
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O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
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forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Amen. 
 



Prayer of Confession (1 Samuel 1, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
Rock of Salvation, you give children to the barren and strength to the feeble; you 
exalt the poor and lift up the needy.  We praise your holy name from morning to 
night, yet we build walls that separate us: from you, from one another, from the 
world, even from ourselves.  We place stumbling blocks in the way of goodness and 
truth.  We are led astray by promises of earthly treasure.  We confess our fallibility 
and seek solace in the mother of our joy.  Teach us to pray and praise without 
pause, confessing hope ceaselessly.  Guide us in our efforts to encourage one 
another, to work together for good in the world, and to prepare for the day of the 
Lord. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger and abundant in steadfast love; 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
Nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
As far as the east is from the west, 
So far he removes our transgressions from us. 
 
 
*Affirmation of Faith –*Excerpt from the Belhar Confession  
We believe: 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
 
That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of 
Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, 
yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: 
one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain;  
 
That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that 
separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which 
Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which  
threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted. 
  
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 



The Word of God 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Lesson:  1 Samuel 1:4-20 
 
Bible Text: 
On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah 
and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double 
portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. Her rival 
used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her 
womb. 
 
So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she 
used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband 
Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your 
heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 
 
After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself 
before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of 
the temple of the Lord.  She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and 
wept bitterly. 
  
She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your 
servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your 
servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his 
death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his 
head.” 
 
 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah was 
praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli 
thought she was drunk.  So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken 
spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.”  
 
 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the 
Lord.  Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking 
out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.”  Then Eli answered, “Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.”  And she said, 
“Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her 
quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 
 
 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went 
back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord 



remembered her.  In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him 
Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 
Music Interlude       “I Sought the Lord” 
 
Sermon by Eric L. Nichols 
 

 
 

The Response to God 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving     “Be Not Dismayed (God Will Take Care of You)”   (not in 
our hymnal) 

Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 
God will take care of you; 

Beneath his wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Refrain: 

God will take care of you, 
through ev'ry day, o’er all the way; 

He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 

God will take care of you; 
When dangers fierce your path assail, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
 

No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you; 

Lean, weary one, upon his breast, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 
 
Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your 
word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 
Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for 
the effective growth of your kingdom.  May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith 
so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  May we be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
 
Announcements 

 Rev. Nichols will be on vacation for the next two weeks.  If you have an 
emergency, please call one of the Consistory members, or the church office 
(T-F from 9:30-1:30).   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

 Thanks to everyone who helped with the Christmas Fair on Saturday and 
with all the prep work that occurred prior to Saturday.  With fewer and fewer 
hands to help every year, it is becoming harder and harder to pull it off, but 
it is also an essential fundraiser for Bethany’s financial well-being.  Thank 
you all for helping or shopping.   

 If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary with flowers for Advent 
(starts November 28), please sign-up by Tuesday, November 13 to purchase 
a 6” foil wrapped poinsettia.  Orders can also be placed in the church office, 
by phone or email.  Payment can be made by including your name or the 
loved one you are honoring in an envelope marked “Poinsettia Plants” and 
placing it in the offering plate or delivering it to the church office.  Paid for 
plants can be removed from the sanctuary any time after the Christmas Eve 
service and can bring the spirit of Christmas into you home for weeks or 
months.  Some people even add them to their gardens in the spring.     

 
 

*Hymn of Parting     #536   (red)      “Lord, Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy, 

until we meet again: 
holy, holy, holy, 

until we meet again. 
 



Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving, 

until we meet again: 
loving, loving, loving, 
until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient, 

until we meet again: 
patient, patient, patient, 

until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

until we meet again: 
faithful, faithful, faithful, 

until we meet again. 
 
 
 
Benediction 
Go in peace, remembering a mother’s faith in God — 
a faith that provided her with comfort and strength 
in her time of need. 
May you pray unfailingly, grow steadily, and love constantly.  Amen 
 
 
Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays  Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
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Order of Worship 
November 14, 2021 

Prelude 
Responsive Call to Worship 

 
Votum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.    
 
Call to Worship (1 Samuel 1, Psalm 113, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
My strength is exalted in my God. Despite sorrows and sadness, anxieties and 
vexations, we praise your name, O Lord. 
For the power of the Lord gives me strength, and the love of the Lord gives 
me hope.   
With Hannah, the mother of sorrows, we bless the name of the Lord, today and 
forever.  From the rising of the sun to its setting, God is with us. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.  We praise your holy name, O God. 
From Hannah, the mother of joy, we learn the bounty of unwavering hope. 
Let your servant find favor in your sight, O Lord. 
Hardship is a constant companion. We must rely on the selfless example of Christ 
to show us the way to truth, life, and love. Amen 
 
*Opening Hymn        #206   (red)   “O Hear Our Cry O Lord” 
 

O hear our cry, O Lord; Now hear us as we pray. 
You guide us as a shepherd leads, So keep us in Your way. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

Enthroned above all worlds, You shine with holy light. 
Lord, pour Your power upon us all And save us with Your might. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, the God of Hosts, Turn not your face away. 
Our tears have been both food and drink, Foes mock us night and day. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, our God, return; Bring peace into each home. 
So let Your face shine on us all, Restore us as Your own. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now.   
 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Amen. 
 



Prayer of Confession (1 Samuel 1, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
Rock of Salvation, you give children to the barren and strength to the feeble; you 
exalt the poor and lift up the needy.  We praise your holy name from morning to 
night, yet we build walls that separate us: from you, from one another, from the 
world, even from ourselves.  We place stumbling blocks in the way of goodness and 
truth.  We are led astray by promises of earthly treasure.  We confess our fallibility 
and seek solace in the mother of our joy.  Teach us to pray and praise without 
pause, confessing hope ceaselessly.  Guide us in our efforts to encourage one 
another, to work together for good in the world, and to prepare for the day of the 
Lord. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger and abundant in steadfast love; 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
Nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
As far as the east is from the west, 
So far he removes our transgressions from us. 
 
 
*Affirmation of Faith –*Excerpt from the Belhar Confession  
We believe: 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
 
That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of 
Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, 
yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: 
one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain;  
 
That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that 
separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which 
Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which  
threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted. 
  
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 



The Word of God 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Lesson:  1 Samuel 1:4-20 
 
Bible Text: 
On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah 
and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double 
portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. Her rival 
used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her 
womb. 
 
So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she 
used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband 
Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your 
heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 
 
After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself 
before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of 
the temple of the Lord.  She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and 
wept bitterly. 
  
She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your 
servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your 
servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his 
death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his 
head.” 
 
 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah was 
praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli 
thought she was drunk.  So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken 
spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.”  
 
 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the 
Lord.  Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking 
out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.”  Then Eli answered, “Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.”  And she said, 
“Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her 
quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 
 
 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went 
back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord 



remembered her.  In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him 
Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 
Music Interlude       “I Sought the Lord” 
 
Sermon by Eric L. Nichols 
 

 
 

The Response to God 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving     “Be Not Dismayed (God Will Take Care of You)”   (not in 
our hymnal) 

Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 
God will take care of you; 

Beneath his wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Refrain: 

God will take care of you, 
through ev'ry day, o’er all the way; 

He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 

God will take care of you; 
When dangers fierce your path assail, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
 

No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you; 

Lean, weary one, upon his breast, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 
 
Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your 
word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 
Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for 
the effective growth of your kingdom.  May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith 
so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  May we be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
 
Announcements 

 Rev. Nichols will be on vacation for the next two weeks.  If you have an 
emergency, please call one of the Consistory members, or the church office 
(T-F from 9:30-1:30).   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

 Thanks to everyone who helped with the Christmas Fair on Saturday and 
with all the prep work that occurred prior to Saturday.  With fewer and fewer 
hands to help every year, it is becoming harder and harder to pull it off, but 
it is also an essential fundraiser for Bethany’s financial well-being.  Thank 
you all for helping or shopping.   

 If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary with flowers for Advent 
(starts November 28), please sign-up by Tuesday, November 13 to purchase 
a 6” foil wrapped poinsettia.  Orders can also be placed in the church office, 
by phone or email.  Payment can be made by including your name or the 
loved one you are honoring in an envelope marked “Poinsettia Plants” and 
placing it in the offering plate or delivering it to the church office.  Paid for 
plants can be removed from the sanctuary any time after the Christmas Eve 
service and can bring the spirit of Christmas into you home for weeks or 
months.  Some people even add them to their gardens in the spring.     

 
 

*Hymn of Parting     #536   (red)      “Lord, Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy, 

until we meet again: 
holy, holy, holy, 

until we meet again. 
 



Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving, 

until we meet again: 
loving, loving, loving, 
until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient, 

until we meet again: 
patient, patient, patient, 

until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

until we meet again: 
faithful, faithful, faithful, 

until we meet again. 
 
 
 
Benediction 
Go in peace, remembering a mother’s faith in God — 
a faith that provided her with comfort and strength 
in her time of need. 
May you pray unfailingly, grow steadily, and love constantly.  Amen 
 
 
Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays  Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
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Order of Worship 
November 14, 2021 

Prelude 
Responsive Call to Worship 

 
Votum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.    
 
Call to Worship (1 Samuel 1, Psalm 113, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
My strength is exalted in my God. Despite sorrows and sadness, anxieties and 
vexations, we praise your name, O Lord. 
For the power of the Lord gives me strength, and the love of the Lord gives 
me hope.   
With Hannah, the mother of sorrows, we bless the name of the Lord, today and 
forever.  From the rising of the sun to its setting, God is with us. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.  We praise your holy name, O God. 
From Hannah, the mother of joy, we learn the bounty of unwavering hope. 
Let your servant find favor in your sight, O Lord. 
Hardship is a constant companion. We must rely on the selfless example of Christ 
to show us the way to truth, life, and love. Amen 
 
*Opening Hymn        #206   (red)   “O Hear Our Cry O Lord” 
 

O hear our cry, O Lord; Now hear us as we pray. 
You guide us as a shepherd leads, So keep us in Your way. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

Enthroned above all worlds, You shine with holy light. 
Lord, pour Your power upon us all And save us with Your might. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, the God of Hosts, Turn not your face away. 
Our tears have been both food and drink, Foes mock us night and day. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, our God, return; Bring peace into each home. 
So let Your face shine on us all, Restore us as Your own. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now.   
 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Amen. 
 



Prayer of Confession (1 Samuel 1, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
Rock of Salvation, you give children to the barren and strength to the feeble; you 
exalt the poor and lift up the needy.  We praise your holy name from morning to 
night, yet we build walls that separate us: from you, from one another, from the 
world, even from ourselves.  We place stumbling blocks in the way of goodness and 
truth.  We are led astray by promises of earthly treasure.  We confess our fallibility 
and seek solace in the mother of our joy.  Teach us to pray and praise without 
pause, confessing hope ceaselessly.  Guide us in our efforts to encourage one 
another, to work together for good in the world, and to prepare for the day of the 
Lord. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger and abundant in steadfast love; 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
Nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
As far as the east is from the west, 
So far he removes our transgressions from us. 
 
 
*Affirmation of Faith –*Excerpt from the Belhar Confession  
We believe: 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
 
That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of 
Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, 
yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: 
one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain;  
 
That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that 
separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which 
Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which  
threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted. 
  
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 



The Word of God 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Lesson:  1 Samuel 1:4-20 
 
Bible Text: 
On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah 
and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double 
portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. Her rival 
used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her 
womb. 
 
So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she 
used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband 
Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your 
heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 
 
After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself 
before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of 
the temple of the Lord.  She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and 
wept bitterly. 
  
She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your 
servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your 
servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his 
death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his 
head.” 
 
 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah was 
praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli 
thought she was drunk.  So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken 
spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.”  
 
 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the 
Lord.  Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking 
out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.”  Then Eli answered, “Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.”  And she said, 
“Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her 
quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 
 
 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went 
back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord 



remembered her.  In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him 
Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 
Music Interlude       “I Sought the Lord” 
 
Sermon by Eric L. Nichols 
 

 
 

The Response to God 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving     “Be Not Dismayed (God Will Take Care of You)”   (not in 
our hymnal) 

Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 
God will take care of you; 

Beneath his wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Refrain: 

God will take care of you, 
through ev'ry day, o’er all the way; 

He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 

God will take care of you; 
When dangers fierce your path assail, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
 

No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you; 

Lean, weary one, upon his breast, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 
 
Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your 
word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 
Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for 
the effective growth of your kingdom.  May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith 
so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  May we be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
 
Announcements 

 Rev. Nichols will be on vacation for the next two weeks.  If you have an 
emergency, please call one of the Consistory members, or the church office 
(T-F from 9:30-1:30).   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

 Thanks to everyone who helped with the Christmas Fair on Saturday and 
with all the prep work that occurred prior to Saturday.  With fewer and fewer 
hands to help every year, it is becoming harder and harder to pull it off, but 
it is also an essential fundraiser for Bethany’s financial well-being.  Thank 
you all for helping or shopping.   

 If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary with flowers for Advent 
(starts November 28), please sign-up by Tuesday, November 13 to purchase 
a 6” foil wrapped poinsettia.  Orders can also be placed in the church office, 
by phone or email.  Payment can be made by including your name or the 
loved one you are honoring in an envelope marked “Poinsettia Plants” and 
placing it in the offering plate or delivering it to the church office.  Paid for 
plants can be removed from the sanctuary any time after the Christmas Eve 
service and can bring the spirit of Christmas into you home for weeks or 
months.  Some people even add them to their gardens in the spring.     

 
 

*Hymn of Parting     #536   (red)      “Lord, Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy, 

until we meet again: 
holy, holy, holy, 

until we meet again. 
 



Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving, 

until we meet again: 
loving, loving, loving, 
until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient, 

until we meet again: 
patient, patient, patient, 

until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

until we meet again: 
faithful, faithful, faithful, 

until we meet again. 
 
 
 
Benediction 
Go in peace, remembering a mother’s faith in God — 
a faith that provided her with comfort and strength 
in her time of need. 
May you pray unfailingly, grow steadily, and love constantly.  Amen 
 
 
Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays  Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
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Order of Worship 
November 14, 2021 

Prelude 
Responsive Call to Worship 

 
Votum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.    
 
Call to Worship (1 Samuel 1, Psalm 113, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
My strength is exalted in my God. Despite sorrows and sadness, anxieties and 
vexations, we praise your name, O Lord. 
For the power of the Lord gives me strength, and the love of the Lord gives 
me hope.   
With Hannah, the mother of sorrows, we bless the name of the Lord, today and 
forever.  From the rising of the sun to its setting, God is with us. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.  We praise your holy name, O God. 
From Hannah, the mother of joy, we learn the bounty of unwavering hope. 
Let your servant find favor in your sight, O Lord. 
Hardship is a constant companion. We must rely on the selfless example of Christ 
to show us the way to truth, life, and love. Amen 
 
*Opening Hymn        #206   (red)   “O Hear Our Cry O Lord” 
 

O hear our cry, O Lord; Now hear us as we pray. 
You guide us as a shepherd leads, So keep us in Your way. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

Enthroned above all worlds, You shine with holy light. 
Lord, pour Your power upon us all And save us with Your might. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, the God of Hosts, Turn not your face away. 
Our tears have been both food and drink, Foes mock us night and day. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, our God, return; Bring peace into each home. 
So let Your face shine on us all, Restore us as Your own. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now.   
 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Amen. 
 



Prayer of Confession (1 Samuel 1, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
Rock of Salvation, you give children to the barren and strength to the feeble; you 
exalt the poor and lift up the needy.  We praise your holy name from morning to 
night, yet we build walls that separate us: from you, from one another, from the 
world, even from ourselves.  We place stumbling blocks in the way of goodness and 
truth.  We are led astray by promises of earthly treasure.  We confess our fallibility 
and seek solace in the mother of our joy.  Teach us to pray and praise without 
pause, confessing hope ceaselessly.  Guide us in our efforts to encourage one 
another, to work together for good in the world, and to prepare for the day of the 
Lord. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger and abundant in steadfast love; 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
Nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
As far as the east is from the west, 
So far he removes our transgressions from us. 
 
 
*Affirmation of Faith –*Excerpt from the Belhar Confession  
We believe: 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
 
That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of 
Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, 
yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: 
one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain;  
 
That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that 
separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which 
Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which  
threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted. 
  
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 



The Word of God 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Lesson:  1 Samuel 1:4-20 
 
Bible Text: 
On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah 
and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double 
portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. Her rival 
used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her 
womb. 
 
So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she 
used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband 
Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your 
heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 
 
After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself 
before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of 
the temple of the Lord.  She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and 
wept bitterly. 
  
She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your 
servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your 
servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his 
death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his 
head.” 
 
 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah was 
praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli 
thought she was drunk.  So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken 
spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.”  
 
 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the 
Lord.  Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking 
out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.”  Then Eli answered, “Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.”  And she said, 
“Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her 
quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 
 
 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went 
back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord 



remembered her.  In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him 
Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 
Music Interlude       “I Sought the Lord” 
 
Sermon by Eric L. Nichols 
 

 
 

The Response to God 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving     “Be Not Dismayed (God Will Take Care of You)”   (not in 
our hymnal) 

Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 
God will take care of you; 

Beneath his wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Refrain: 

God will take care of you, 
through ev'ry day, o’er all the way; 

He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 

God will take care of you; 
When dangers fierce your path assail, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
 

No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you; 

Lean, weary one, upon his breast, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 
 
Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your 
word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 
Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for 
the effective growth of your kingdom.  May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith 
so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  May we be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
 
Announcements 

 Rev. Nichols will be on vacation for the next two weeks.  If you have an 
emergency, please call one of the Consistory members, or the church office 
(T-F from 9:30-1:30).   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

 Thanks to everyone who helped with the Christmas Fair on Saturday and 
with all the prep work that occurred prior to Saturday.  With fewer and fewer 
hands to help every year, it is becoming harder and harder to pull it off, but 
it is also an essential fundraiser for Bethany’s financial well-being.  Thank 
you all for helping or shopping.   

 If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary with flowers for Advent 
(starts November 28), please sign-up by Tuesday, November 13 to purchase 
a 6” foil wrapped poinsettia.  Orders can also be placed in the church office, 
by phone or email.  Payment can be made by including your name or the 
loved one you are honoring in an envelope marked “Poinsettia Plants” and 
placing it in the offering plate or delivering it to the church office.  Paid for 
plants can be removed from the sanctuary any time after the Christmas Eve 
service and can bring the spirit of Christmas into you home for weeks or 
months.  Some people even add them to their gardens in the spring.     

 
 

*Hymn of Parting     #536   (red)      “Lord, Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy, 

until we meet again: 
holy, holy, holy, 

until we meet again. 
 



Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving, 

until we meet again: 
loving, loving, loving, 
until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient, 

until we meet again: 
patient, patient, patient, 

until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

until we meet again: 
faithful, faithful, faithful, 

until we meet again. 
 
 
 
Benediction 
Go in peace, remembering a mother’s faith in God — 
a faith that provided her with comfort and strength 
in her time of need. 
May you pray unfailingly, grow steadily, and love constantly.  Amen 
 
 
Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays  Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
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Order of Worship 
November 14, 2021 

Prelude 
Responsive Call to Worship 

 
Votum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.    
 
Call to Worship (1 Samuel 1, Psalm 113, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
My strength is exalted in my God. Despite sorrows and sadness, anxieties and 
vexations, we praise your name, O Lord. 
For the power of the Lord gives me strength, and the love of the Lord gives 
me hope.   
With Hannah, the mother of sorrows, we bless the name of the Lord, today and 
forever.  From the rising of the sun to its setting, God is with us. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.  We praise your holy name, O God. 
From Hannah, the mother of joy, we learn the bounty of unwavering hope. 
Let your servant find favor in your sight, O Lord. 
Hardship is a constant companion. We must rely on the selfless example of Christ 
to show us the way to truth, life, and love. Amen 
 
*Opening Hymn        #206   (red)   “O Hear Our Cry O Lord” 
 

O hear our cry, O Lord; Now hear us as we pray. 
You guide us as a shepherd leads, So keep us in Your way. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

Enthroned above all worlds, You shine with holy light. 
Lord, pour Your power upon us all And save us with Your might. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, the God of Hosts, Turn not your face away. 
Our tears have been both food and drink, Foes mock us night and day. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, our God, return; Bring peace into each home. 
So let Your face shine on us all, Restore us as Your own. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now.   
 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Amen. 
 



Prayer of Confession (1 Samuel 1, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
Rock of Salvation, you give children to the barren and strength to the feeble; you 
exalt the poor and lift up the needy.  We praise your holy name from morning to 
night, yet we build walls that separate us: from you, from one another, from the 
world, even from ourselves.  We place stumbling blocks in the way of goodness and 
truth.  We are led astray by promises of earthly treasure.  We confess our fallibility 
and seek solace in the mother of our joy.  Teach us to pray and praise without 
pause, confessing hope ceaselessly.  Guide us in our efforts to encourage one 
another, to work together for good in the world, and to prepare for the day of the 
Lord. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger and abundant in steadfast love; 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
Nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
As far as the east is from the west, 
So far he removes our transgressions from us. 
 
 
*Affirmation of Faith –*Excerpt from the Belhar Confession  
We believe: 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
 
That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of 
Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, 
yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: 
one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain;  
 
That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that 
separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which 
Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which  
threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted. 
  
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 



The Word of God 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Lesson:  1 Samuel 1:4-20 
 
Bible Text: 
On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah 
and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double 
portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. Her rival 
used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her 
womb. 
 
So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she 
used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband 
Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your 
heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 
 
After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself 
before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of 
the temple of the Lord.  She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and 
wept bitterly. 
  
She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your 
servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your 
servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his 
death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his 
head.” 
 
 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah was 
praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli 
thought she was drunk.  So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken 
spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.”  
 
 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the 
Lord.  Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking 
out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.”  Then Eli answered, “Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.”  And she said, 
“Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her 
quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 
 
 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went 
back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord 



remembered her.  In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him 
Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 
Music Interlude       “I Sought the Lord” 
 
Sermon by Eric L. Nichols 
 

 
 

The Response to God 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving     “Be Not Dismayed (God Will Take Care of You)”   (not in 
our hymnal) 

Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 
God will take care of you; 

Beneath his wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Refrain: 

God will take care of you, 
through ev'ry day, o’er all the way; 

He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 

God will take care of you; 
When dangers fierce your path assail, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
 

No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you; 

Lean, weary one, upon his breast, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 
 
Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your 
word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 
Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for 
the effective growth of your kingdom.  May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith 
so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  May we be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
 
Announcements 

 Rev. Nichols will be on vacation for the next two weeks.  If you have an 
emergency, please call one of the Consistory members, or the church office 
(T-F from 9:30-1:30).   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

 Thanks to everyone who helped with the Christmas Fair on Saturday and 
with all the prep work that occurred prior to Saturday.  With fewer and fewer 
hands to help every year, it is becoming harder and harder to pull it off, but 
it is also an essential fundraiser for Bethany’s financial well-being.  Thank 
you all for helping or shopping.   

 If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary with flowers for Advent 
(starts November 28), please sign-up by Tuesday, November 13 to purchase 
a 6” foil wrapped poinsettia.  Orders can also be placed in the church office, 
by phone or email.  Payment can be made by including your name or the 
loved one you are honoring in an envelope marked “Poinsettia Plants” and 
placing it in the offering plate or delivering it to the church office.  Paid for 
plants can be removed from the sanctuary any time after the Christmas Eve 
service and can bring the spirit of Christmas into you home for weeks or 
months.  Some people even add them to their gardens in the spring.     

 
 

*Hymn of Parting     #536   (red)      “Lord, Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy, 

until we meet again: 
holy, holy, holy, 

until we meet again. 
 



Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving, 

until we meet again: 
loving, loving, loving, 
until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient, 

until we meet again: 
patient, patient, patient, 

until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

until we meet again: 
faithful, faithful, faithful, 

until we meet again. 
 
 
 
Benediction 
Go in peace, remembering a mother’s faith in God — 
a faith that provided her with comfort and strength 
in her time of need. 
May you pray unfailingly, grow steadily, and love constantly.  Amen 
 
 
Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays  Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
 



 

 

 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols 
Pastor 
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Catherine Schane-Lydon 
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called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 
November 14, 2021 

Prelude 
Responsive Call to Worship 

 
Votum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.    
 
Call to Worship (1 Samuel 1, Psalm 113, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
My strength is exalted in my God. Despite sorrows and sadness, anxieties and 
vexations, we praise your name, O Lord. 
For the power of the Lord gives me strength, and the love of the Lord gives 
me hope.   
With Hannah, the mother of sorrows, we bless the name of the Lord, today and 
forever.  From the rising of the sun to its setting, God is with us. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.  We praise your holy name, O God. 
From Hannah, the mother of joy, we learn the bounty of unwavering hope. 
Let your servant find favor in your sight, O Lord. 
Hardship is a constant companion. We must rely on the selfless example of Christ 
to show us the way to truth, life, and love. Amen 
 
*Opening Hymn        #206   (red)   “O Hear Our Cry O Lord” 
 

O hear our cry, O Lord; Now hear us as we pray. 
You guide us as a shepherd leads, So keep us in Your way. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

Enthroned above all worlds, You shine with holy light. 
Lord, pour Your power upon us all And save us with Your might. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, the God of Hosts, Turn not your face away. 
Our tears have been both food and drink, Foes mock us night and day. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, our God, return; Bring peace into each home. 
So let Your face shine on us all, Restore us as Your own. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now.   
 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Amen. 
 



Prayer of Confession (1 Samuel 1, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
Rock of Salvation, you give children to the barren and strength to the feeble; you 
exalt the poor and lift up the needy.  We praise your holy name from morning to 
night, yet we build walls that separate us: from you, from one another, from the 
world, even from ourselves.  We place stumbling blocks in the way of goodness and 
truth.  We are led astray by promises of earthly treasure.  We confess our fallibility 
and seek solace in the mother of our joy.  Teach us to pray and praise without 
pause, confessing hope ceaselessly.  Guide us in our efforts to encourage one 
another, to work together for good in the world, and to prepare for the day of the 
Lord. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger and abundant in steadfast love; 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
Nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
As far as the east is from the west, 
So far he removes our transgressions from us. 
 
 
*Affirmation of Faith –*Excerpt from the Belhar Confession  
We believe: 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
 
That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of 
Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, 
yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: 
one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain;  
 
That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that 
separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which 
Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which  
threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted. 
  
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 



The Word of God 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Lesson:  1 Samuel 1:4-20 
 
Bible Text: 
On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah 
and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double 
portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. Her rival 
used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her 
womb. 
 
So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she 
used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband 
Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your 
heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 
 
After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself 
before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of 
the temple of the Lord.  She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and 
wept bitterly. 
  
She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your 
servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your 
servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his 
death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his 
head.” 
 
 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah was 
praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli 
thought she was drunk.  So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken 
spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.”  
 
 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the 
Lord.  Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking 
out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.”  Then Eli answered, “Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.”  And she said, 
“Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her 
quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 
 
 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went 
back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord 



remembered her.  In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him 
Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 
Music Interlude       “I Sought the Lord” 
 
Sermon by Eric L. Nichols 
 

 
 

The Response to God 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving     “Be Not Dismayed (God Will Take Care of You)”   (not in 
our hymnal) 

Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 
God will take care of you; 

Beneath his wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Refrain: 

God will take care of you, 
through ev'ry day, o’er all the way; 

He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 

God will take care of you; 
When dangers fierce your path assail, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
 

No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you; 

Lean, weary one, upon his breast, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 
 
Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your 
word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 
Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for 
the effective growth of your kingdom.  May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith 
so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  May we be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
 
Announcements 

 Rev. Nichols will be on vacation for the next two weeks.  If you have an 
emergency, please call one of the Consistory members, or the church office 
(T-F from 9:30-1:30).   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

 Thanks to everyone who helped with the Christmas Fair on Saturday and 
with all the prep work that occurred prior to Saturday.  With fewer and fewer 
hands to help every year, it is becoming harder and harder to pull it off, but 
it is also an essential fundraiser for Bethany’s financial well-being.  Thank 
you all for helping or shopping.   

 If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary with flowers for Advent 
(starts November 28), please sign-up by Tuesday, November 13 to purchase 
a 6” foil wrapped poinsettia.  Orders can also be placed in the church office, 
by phone or email.  Payment can be made by including your name or the 
loved one you are honoring in an envelope marked “Poinsettia Plants” and 
placing it in the offering plate or delivering it to the church office.  Paid for 
plants can be removed from the sanctuary any time after the Christmas Eve 
service and can bring the spirit of Christmas into you home for weeks or 
months.  Some people even add them to their gardens in the spring.     

 
 

*Hymn of Parting     #536   (red)      “Lord, Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy, 

until we meet again: 
holy, holy, holy, 

until we meet again. 
 



Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving, 

until we meet again: 
loving, loving, loving, 
until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient, 

until we meet again: 
patient, patient, patient, 

until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

until we meet again: 
faithful, faithful, faithful, 

until we meet again. 
 
 
 
Benediction 
Go in peace, remembering a mother’s faith in God — 
a faith that provided her with comfort and strength 
in her time of need. 
May you pray unfailingly, grow steadily, and love constantly.  Amen 
 
 
Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays  Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
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Order of Worship 
November 14, 2021 

Prelude 
Responsive Call to Worship 

 
Votum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.    
 
Call to Worship (1 Samuel 1, Psalm 113, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
My strength is exalted in my God. Despite sorrows and sadness, anxieties and 
vexations, we praise your name, O Lord. 
For the power of the Lord gives me strength, and the love of the Lord gives 
me hope.   
With Hannah, the mother of sorrows, we bless the name of the Lord, today and 
forever.  From the rising of the sun to its setting, God is with us. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.  We praise your holy name, O God. 
From Hannah, the mother of joy, we learn the bounty of unwavering hope. 
Let your servant find favor in your sight, O Lord. 
Hardship is a constant companion. We must rely on the selfless example of Christ 
to show us the way to truth, life, and love. Amen 
 
*Opening Hymn        #206   (red)   “O Hear Our Cry O Lord” 
 

O hear our cry, O Lord; Now hear us as we pray. 
You guide us as a shepherd leads, So keep us in Your way. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

Enthroned above all worlds, You shine with holy light. 
Lord, pour Your power upon us all And save us with Your might. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, the God of Hosts, Turn not your face away. 
Our tears have been both food and drink, Foes mock us night and day. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, our God, return; Bring peace into each home. 
So let Your face shine on us all, Restore us as Your own. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now.   
 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Amen. 
 



Prayer of Confession (1 Samuel 1, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
Rock of Salvation, you give children to the barren and strength to the feeble; you 
exalt the poor and lift up the needy.  We praise your holy name from morning to 
night, yet we build walls that separate us: from you, from one another, from the 
world, even from ourselves.  We place stumbling blocks in the way of goodness and 
truth.  We are led astray by promises of earthly treasure.  We confess our fallibility 
and seek solace in the mother of our joy.  Teach us to pray and praise without 
pause, confessing hope ceaselessly.  Guide us in our efforts to encourage one 
another, to work together for good in the world, and to prepare for the day of the 
Lord. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger and abundant in steadfast love; 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
Nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
As far as the east is from the west, 
So far he removes our transgressions from us. 
 
 
*Affirmation of Faith –*Excerpt from the Belhar Confession  
We believe: 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
 
That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of 
Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, 
yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: 
one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain;  
 
That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that 
separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which 
Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which  
threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted. 
  
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 



The Word of God 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Lesson:  1 Samuel 1:4-20 
 
Bible Text: 
On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah 
and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double 
portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. Her rival 
used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her 
womb. 
 
So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she 
used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband 
Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your 
heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 
 
After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself 
before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of 
the temple of the Lord.  She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and 
wept bitterly. 
  
She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your 
servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your 
servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his 
death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his 
head.” 
 
 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah was 
praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli 
thought she was drunk.  So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken 
spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.”  
 
 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the 
Lord.  Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking 
out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.”  Then Eli answered, “Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.”  And she said, 
“Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her 
quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 
 
 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went 
back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord 



remembered her.  In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him 
Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 
Music Interlude       “I Sought the Lord” 
 
Sermon by Eric L. Nichols 
 

 
 

The Response to God 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving     “Be Not Dismayed (God Will Take Care of You)”   (not in 
our hymnal) 

Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 
God will take care of you; 

Beneath his wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Refrain: 

God will take care of you, 
through ev'ry day, o’er all the way; 

He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 

God will take care of you; 
When dangers fierce your path assail, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
 

No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you; 

Lean, weary one, upon his breast, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 
 
Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your 
word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 
Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for 
the effective growth of your kingdom.  May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith 
so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  May we be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
 
Announcements 

 Rev. Nichols will be on vacation for the next two weeks.  If you have an 
emergency, please call one of the Consistory members, or the church office 
(T-F from 9:30-1:30).   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

 Thanks to everyone who helped with the Christmas Fair on Saturday and 
with all the prep work that occurred prior to Saturday.  With fewer and fewer 
hands to help every year, it is becoming harder and harder to pull it off, but 
it is also an essential fundraiser for Bethany’s financial well-being.  Thank 
you all for helping or shopping.   

 If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary with flowers for Advent 
(starts November 28), please sign-up by Tuesday, November 13 to purchase 
a 6” foil wrapped poinsettia.  Orders can also be placed in the church office, 
by phone or email.  Payment can be made by including your name or the 
loved one you are honoring in an envelope marked “Poinsettia Plants” and 
placing it in the offering plate or delivering it to the church office.  Paid for 
plants can be removed from the sanctuary any time after the Christmas Eve 
service and can bring the spirit of Christmas into you home for weeks or 
months.  Some people even add them to their gardens in the spring.     

 
 

*Hymn of Parting     #536   (red)      “Lord, Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy, 

until we meet again: 
holy, holy, holy, 

until we meet again. 
 



Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving, 

until we meet again: 
loving, loving, loving, 
until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient, 

until we meet again: 
patient, patient, patient, 

until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

until we meet again: 
faithful, faithful, faithful, 

until we meet again. 
 
 
 
Benediction 
Go in peace, remembering a mother’s faith in God — 
a faith that provided her with comfort and strength 
in her time of need. 
May you pray unfailingly, grow steadily, and love constantly.  Amen 
 
 
Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays  Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
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Order of Worship 
November 14, 2021 

Prelude 
Responsive Call to Worship 

 
Votum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.    
 
Call to Worship (1 Samuel 1, Psalm 113, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
My strength is exalted in my God. Despite sorrows and sadness, anxieties and 
vexations, we praise your name, O Lord. 
For the power of the Lord gives me strength, and the love of the Lord gives 
me hope.   
With Hannah, the mother of sorrows, we bless the name of the Lord, today and 
forever.  From the rising of the sun to its setting, God is with us. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.  We praise your holy name, O God. 
From Hannah, the mother of joy, we learn the bounty of unwavering hope. 
Let your servant find favor in your sight, O Lord. 
Hardship is a constant companion. We must rely on the selfless example of Christ 
to show us the way to truth, life, and love. Amen 
 
*Opening Hymn        #206   (red)   “O Hear Our Cry O Lord” 
 

O hear our cry, O Lord; Now hear us as we pray. 
You guide us as a shepherd leads, So keep us in Your way. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

Enthroned above all worlds, You shine with holy light. 
Lord, pour Your power upon us all And save us with Your might. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, the God of Hosts, Turn not your face away. 
Our tears have been both food and drink, Foes mock us night and day. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, our God, return; Bring peace into each home. 
So let Your face shine on us all, Restore us as Your own. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now.   
 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Amen. 
 



Prayer of Confession (1 Samuel 1, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
Rock of Salvation, you give children to the barren and strength to the feeble; you 
exalt the poor and lift up the needy.  We praise your holy name from morning to 
night, yet we build walls that separate us: from you, from one another, from the 
world, even from ourselves.  We place stumbling blocks in the way of goodness and 
truth.  We are led astray by promises of earthly treasure.  We confess our fallibility 
and seek solace in the mother of our joy.  Teach us to pray and praise without 
pause, confessing hope ceaselessly.  Guide us in our efforts to encourage one 
another, to work together for good in the world, and to prepare for the day of the 
Lord. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger and abundant in steadfast love; 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
Nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
As far as the east is from the west, 
So far he removes our transgressions from us. 
 
 
*Affirmation of Faith –*Excerpt from the Belhar Confession  
We believe: 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
 
That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of 
Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, 
yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: 
one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain;  
 
That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that 
separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which 
Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which  
threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted. 
  
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 



The Word of God 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Lesson:  1 Samuel 1:4-20 
 
Bible Text: 
On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah 
and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double 
portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. Her rival 
used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her 
womb. 
 
So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she 
used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband 
Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your 
heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 
 
After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself 
before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of 
the temple of the Lord.  She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and 
wept bitterly. 
  
She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your 
servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your 
servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his 
death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his 
head.” 
 
 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah was 
praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli 
thought she was drunk.  So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken 
spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.”  
 
 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the 
Lord.  Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking 
out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.”  Then Eli answered, “Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.”  And she said, 
“Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her 
quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 
 
 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went 
back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord 



remembered her.  In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him 
Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 
Music Interlude       “I Sought the Lord” 
 
Sermon by Eric L. Nichols 
 

 
 

The Response to God 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving     “Be Not Dismayed (God Will Take Care of You)”   (not in 
our hymnal) 

Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 
God will take care of you; 

Beneath his wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Refrain: 

God will take care of you, 
through ev'ry day, o’er all the way; 

He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 

God will take care of you; 
When dangers fierce your path assail, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
 

No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you; 

Lean, weary one, upon his breast, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 
 
Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your 
word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 
Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for 
the effective growth of your kingdom.  May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith 
so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  May we be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
 
Announcements 

 Rev. Nichols will be on vacation for the next two weeks.  If you have an 
emergency, please call one of the Consistory members, or the church office 
(T-F from 9:30-1:30).   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

 Thanks to everyone who helped with the Christmas Fair on Saturday and 
with all the prep work that occurred prior to Saturday.  With fewer and fewer 
hands to help every year, it is becoming harder and harder to pull it off, but 
it is also an essential fundraiser for Bethany’s financial well-being.  Thank 
you all for helping or shopping.   

 If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary with flowers for Advent 
(starts November 28), please sign-up by Tuesday, November 13 to purchase 
a 6” foil wrapped poinsettia.  Orders can also be placed in the church office, 
by phone or email.  Payment can be made by including your name or the 
loved one you are honoring in an envelope marked “Poinsettia Plants” and 
placing it in the offering plate or delivering it to the church office.  Paid for 
plants can be removed from the sanctuary any time after the Christmas Eve 
service and can bring the spirit of Christmas into you home for weeks or 
months.  Some people even add them to their gardens in the spring.     

 
 

*Hymn of Parting     #536   (red)      “Lord, Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy, 

until we meet again: 
holy, holy, holy, 

until we meet again. 
 



Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving, 

until we meet again: 
loving, loving, loving, 
until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient, 

until we meet again: 
patient, patient, patient, 

until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

until we meet again: 
faithful, faithful, faithful, 

until we meet again. 
 
 
 
Benediction 
Go in peace, remembering a mother’s faith in God — 
a faith that provided her with comfort and strength 
in her time of need. 
May you pray unfailingly, grow steadily, and love constantly.  Amen 
 
 
Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays  Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
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Order of Worship 
November 14, 2021 

Prelude 
Responsive Call to Worship 

 
Votum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.    
 
Call to Worship (1 Samuel 1, Psalm 113, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
My strength is exalted in my God. Despite sorrows and sadness, anxieties and 
vexations, we praise your name, O Lord. 
For the power of the Lord gives me strength, and the love of the Lord gives 
me hope.   
With Hannah, the mother of sorrows, we bless the name of the Lord, today and 
forever.  From the rising of the sun to its setting, God is with us. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.  We praise your holy name, O God. 
From Hannah, the mother of joy, we learn the bounty of unwavering hope. 
Let your servant find favor in your sight, O Lord. 
Hardship is a constant companion. We must rely on the selfless example of Christ 
to show us the way to truth, life, and love. Amen 
 
*Opening Hymn        #206   (red)   “O Hear Our Cry O Lord” 
 

O hear our cry, O Lord; Now hear us as we pray. 
You guide us as a shepherd leads, So keep us in Your way. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

Enthroned above all worlds, You shine with holy light. 
Lord, pour Your power upon us all And save us with Your might. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, the God of Hosts, Turn not your face away. 
Our tears have been both food and drink, Foes mock us night and day. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, our God, return; Bring peace into each home. 
So let Your face shine on us all, Restore us as Your own. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now.   
 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Amen. 
 



Prayer of Confession (1 Samuel 1, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
Rock of Salvation, you give children to the barren and strength to the feeble; you 
exalt the poor and lift up the needy.  We praise your holy name from morning to 
night, yet we build walls that separate us: from you, from one another, from the 
world, even from ourselves.  We place stumbling blocks in the way of goodness and 
truth.  We are led astray by promises of earthly treasure.  We confess our fallibility 
and seek solace in the mother of our joy.  Teach us to pray and praise without 
pause, confessing hope ceaselessly.  Guide us in our efforts to encourage one 
another, to work together for good in the world, and to prepare for the day of the 
Lord. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger and abundant in steadfast love; 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
Nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
As far as the east is from the west, 
So far he removes our transgressions from us. 
 
 
*Affirmation of Faith –*Excerpt from the Belhar Confession  
We believe: 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
 
That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of 
Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, 
yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: 
one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain;  
 
That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that 
separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which 
Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which  
threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted. 
  
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 



The Word of God 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Lesson:  1 Samuel 1:4-20 
 
Bible Text: 
On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah 
and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double 
portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. Her rival 
used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her 
womb. 
 
So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she 
used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband 
Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your 
heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 
 
After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself 
before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of 
the temple of the Lord.  She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and 
wept bitterly. 
  
She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your 
servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your 
servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his 
death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his 
head.” 
 
 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah was 
praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli 
thought she was drunk.  So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken 
spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.”  
 
 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the 
Lord.  Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking 
out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.”  Then Eli answered, “Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.”  And she said, 
“Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her 
quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 
 
 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went 
back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord 



remembered her.  In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him 
Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 
Music Interlude       “I Sought the Lord” 
 
Sermon by Eric L. Nichols 
 

 
 

The Response to God 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving     “Be Not Dismayed (God Will Take Care of You)”   (not in 
our hymnal) 

Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 
God will take care of you; 

Beneath his wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Refrain: 

God will take care of you, 
through ev'ry day, o’er all the way; 

He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 

God will take care of you; 
When dangers fierce your path assail, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
 

No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you; 

Lean, weary one, upon his breast, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 
 
Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your 
word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 
Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for 
the effective growth of your kingdom.  May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith 
so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  May we be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
 
Announcements 

 Rev. Nichols will be on vacation for the next two weeks.  If you have an 
emergency, please call one of the Consistory members, or the church office 
(T-F from 9:30-1:30).   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

 Thanks to everyone who helped with the Christmas Fair on Saturday and 
with all the prep work that occurred prior to Saturday.  With fewer and fewer 
hands to help every year, it is becoming harder and harder to pull it off, but 
it is also an essential fundraiser for Bethany’s financial well-being.  Thank 
you all for helping or shopping.   

 If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary with flowers for Advent 
(starts November 28), please sign-up by Tuesday, November 13 to purchase 
a 6” foil wrapped poinsettia.  Orders can also be placed in the church office, 
by phone or email.  Payment can be made by including your name or the 
loved one you are honoring in an envelope marked “Poinsettia Plants” and 
placing it in the offering plate or delivering it to the church office.  Paid for 
plants can be removed from the sanctuary any time after the Christmas Eve 
service and can bring the spirit of Christmas into you home for weeks or 
months.  Some people even add them to their gardens in the spring.     

 
 

*Hymn of Parting     #536   (red)      “Lord, Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy, 

until we meet again: 
holy, holy, holy, 

until we meet again. 
 



Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving, 

until we meet again: 
loving, loving, loving, 
until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient, 

until we meet again: 
patient, patient, patient, 

until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

until we meet again: 
faithful, faithful, faithful, 

until we meet again. 
 
 
 
Benediction 
Go in peace, remembering a mother’s faith in God — 
a faith that provided her with comfort and strength 
in her time of need. 
May you pray unfailingly, grow steadily, and love constantly.  Amen 
 
 
Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays  Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
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Order of Worship 
November 14, 2021 

Prelude 
Responsive Call to Worship 

 
Votum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.    
 
Call to Worship (1 Samuel 1, Psalm 113, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
My strength is exalted in my God. Despite sorrows and sadness, anxieties and 
vexations, we praise your name, O Lord. 
For the power of the Lord gives me strength, and the love of the Lord gives 
me hope.   
With Hannah, the mother of sorrows, we bless the name of the Lord, today and 
forever.  From the rising of the sun to its setting, God is with us. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.  We praise your holy name, O God. 
From Hannah, the mother of joy, we learn the bounty of unwavering hope. 
Let your servant find favor in your sight, O Lord. 
Hardship is a constant companion. We must rely on the selfless example of Christ 
to show us the way to truth, life, and love. Amen 
 
*Opening Hymn        #206   (red)   “O Hear Our Cry O Lord” 
 

O hear our cry, O Lord; Now hear us as we pray. 
You guide us as a shepherd leads, So keep us in Your way. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

Enthroned above all worlds, You shine with holy light. 
Lord, pour Your power upon us all And save us with Your might. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, the God of Hosts, Turn not your face away. 
Our tears have been both food and drink, Foes mock us night and day. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, our God, return; Bring peace into each home. 
So let Your face shine on us all, Restore us as Your own. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now.   
 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Amen. 
 



Prayer of Confession (1 Samuel 1, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
Rock of Salvation, you give children to the barren and strength to the feeble; you 
exalt the poor and lift up the needy.  We praise your holy name from morning to 
night, yet we build walls that separate us: from you, from one another, from the 
world, even from ourselves.  We place stumbling blocks in the way of goodness and 
truth.  We are led astray by promises of earthly treasure.  We confess our fallibility 
and seek solace in the mother of our joy.  Teach us to pray and praise without 
pause, confessing hope ceaselessly.  Guide us in our efforts to encourage one 
another, to work together for good in the world, and to prepare for the day of the 
Lord. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger and abundant in steadfast love; 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
Nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
As far as the east is from the west, 
So far he removes our transgressions from us. 
 
 
*Affirmation of Faith –*Excerpt from the Belhar Confession  
We believe: 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
 
That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of 
Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, 
yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: 
one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain;  
 
That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that 
separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which 
Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which  
threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted. 
  
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 



The Word of God 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Lesson:  1 Samuel 1:4-20 
 
Bible Text: 
On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah 
and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double 
portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. Her rival 
used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her 
womb. 
 
So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she 
used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband 
Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your 
heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 
 
After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself 
before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of 
the temple of the Lord.  She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and 
wept bitterly. 
  
She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your 
servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your 
servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his 
death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his 
head.” 
 
 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah was 
praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli 
thought she was drunk.  So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken 
spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.”  
 
 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the 
Lord.  Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking 
out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.”  Then Eli answered, “Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.”  And she said, 
“Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her 
quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 
 
 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went 
back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord 



remembered her.  In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him 
Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 
Music Interlude       “I Sought the Lord” 
 
Sermon by Eric L. Nichols 
 

 
 

The Response to God 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving     “Be Not Dismayed (God Will Take Care of You)”   (not in 
our hymnal) 

Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 
God will take care of you; 

Beneath his wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Refrain: 

God will take care of you, 
through ev'ry day, o’er all the way; 

He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 

God will take care of you; 
When dangers fierce your path assail, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
 

No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you; 

Lean, weary one, upon his breast, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 
 
Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your 
word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 
Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for 
the effective growth of your kingdom.  May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith 
so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  May we be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
 
Announcements 

 Rev. Nichols will be on vacation for the next two weeks.  If you have an 
emergency, please call one of the Consistory members, or the church office 
(T-F from 9:30-1:30).   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

 Thanks to everyone who helped with the Christmas Fair on Saturday and 
with all the prep work that occurred prior to Saturday.  With fewer and fewer 
hands to help every year, it is becoming harder and harder to pull it off, but 
it is also an essential fundraiser for Bethany’s financial well-being.  Thank 
you all for helping or shopping.   

 If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary with flowers for Advent 
(starts November 28), please sign-up by Tuesday, November 13 to purchase 
a 6” foil wrapped poinsettia.  Orders can also be placed in the church office, 
by phone or email.  Payment can be made by including your name or the 
loved one you are honoring in an envelope marked “Poinsettia Plants” and 
placing it in the offering plate or delivering it to the church office.  Paid for 
plants can be removed from the sanctuary any time after the Christmas Eve 
service and can bring the spirit of Christmas into you home for weeks or 
months.  Some people even add them to their gardens in the spring.     

 
 

*Hymn of Parting     #536   (red)      “Lord, Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy, 

until we meet again: 
holy, holy, holy, 

until we meet again. 
 



Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving, 

until we meet again: 
loving, loving, loving, 
until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient, 

until we meet again: 
patient, patient, patient, 

until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

until we meet again: 
faithful, faithful, faithful, 

until we meet again. 
 
 
 
Benediction 
Go in peace, remembering a mother’s faith in God — 
a faith that provided her with comfort and strength 
in her time of need. 
May you pray unfailingly, grow steadily, and love constantly.  Amen 
 
 
Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays  Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
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Order of Worship 
November 14, 2021 

Prelude 
Responsive Call to Worship 

 
Votum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.    
 
Call to Worship (1 Samuel 1, Psalm 113, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
My strength is exalted in my God. Despite sorrows and sadness, anxieties and 
vexations, we praise your name, O Lord. 
For the power of the Lord gives me strength, and the love of the Lord gives 
me hope.   
With Hannah, the mother of sorrows, we bless the name of the Lord, today and 
forever.  From the rising of the sun to its setting, God is with us. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.  We praise your holy name, O God. 
From Hannah, the mother of joy, we learn the bounty of unwavering hope. 
Let your servant find favor in your sight, O Lord. 
Hardship is a constant companion. We must rely on the selfless example of Christ 
to show us the way to truth, life, and love. Amen 
 
*Opening Hymn        #206   (red)   “O Hear Our Cry O Lord” 
 

O hear our cry, O Lord; Now hear us as we pray. 
You guide us as a shepherd leads, So keep us in Your way. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

Enthroned above all worlds, You shine with holy light. 
Lord, pour Your power upon us all And save us with Your might. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, the God of Hosts, Turn not your face away. 
Our tears have been both food and drink, Foes mock us night and day. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, our God, return; Bring peace into each home. 
So let Your face shine on us all, Restore us as Your own. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now.   
 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Amen. 
 



Prayer of Confession (1 Samuel 1, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
Rock of Salvation, you give children to the barren and strength to the feeble; you 
exalt the poor and lift up the needy.  We praise your holy name from morning to 
night, yet we build walls that separate us: from you, from one another, from the 
world, even from ourselves.  We place stumbling blocks in the way of goodness and 
truth.  We are led astray by promises of earthly treasure.  We confess our fallibility 
and seek solace in the mother of our joy.  Teach us to pray and praise without 
pause, confessing hope ceaselessly.  Guide us in our efforts to encourage one 
another, to work together for good in the world, and to prepare for the day of the 
Lord. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger and abundant in steadfast love; 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
Nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
As far as the east is from the west, 
So far he removes our transgressions from us. 
 
 
*Affirmation of Faith –*Excerpt from the Belhar Confession  
We believe: 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
 
That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of 
Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, 
yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: 
one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain;  
 
That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that 
separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which 
Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which  
threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted. 
  
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 



The Word of God 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Lesson:  1 Samuel 1:4-20 
 
Bible Text: 
On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah 
and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double 
portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. Her rival 
used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her 
womb. 
 
So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she 
used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband 
Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your 
heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 
 
After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself 
before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of 
the temple of the Lord.  She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and 
wept bitterly. 
  
She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your 
servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your 
servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his 
death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his 
head.” 
 
 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah was 
praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli 
thought she was drunk.  So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken 
spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.”  
 
 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the 
Lord.  Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking 
out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.”  Then Eli answered, “Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.”  And she said, 
“Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her 
quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 
 
 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went 
back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord 



remembered her.  In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him 
Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 
Music Interlude       “I Sought the Lord” 
 
Sermon by Eric L. Nichols 
 

 
 

The Response to God 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving     “Be Not Dismayed (God Will Take Care of You)”   (not in 
our hymnal) 

Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 
God will take care of you; 

Beneath his wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Refrain: 

God will take care of you, 
through ev'ry day, o’er all the way; 

He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 

God will take care of you; 
When dangers fierce your path assail, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
 

No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you; 

Lean, weary one, upon his breast, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 
 
Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your 
word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 
Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for 
the effective growth of your kingdom.  May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith 
so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  May we be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
 
Announcements 

 Rev. Nichols will be on vacation for the next two weeks.  If you have an 
emergency, please call one of the Consistory members, or the church office 
(T-F from 9:30-1:30).   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

 Thanks to everyone who helped with the Christmas Fair on Saturday and 
with all the prep work that occurred prior to Saturday.  With fewer and fewer 
hands to help every year, it is becoming harder and harder to pull it off, but 
it is also an essential fundraiser for Bethany’s financial well-being.  Thank 
you all for helping or shopping.   

 If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary with flowers for Advent 
(starts November 28), please sign-up by Tuesday, November 13 to purchase 
a 6” foil wrapped poinsettia.  Orders can also be placed in the church office, 
by phone or email.  Payment can be made by including your name or the 
loved one you are honoring in an envelope marked “Poinsettia Plants” and 
placing it in the offering plate or delivering it to the church office.  Paid for 
plants can be removed from the sanctuary any time after the Christmas Eve 
service and can bring the spirit of Christmas into you home for weeks or 
months.  Some people even add them to their gardens in the spring.     

 
 

*Hymn of Parting     #536   (red)      “Lord, Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy, 

until we meet again: 
holy, holy, holy, 

until we meet again. 
 



Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving, 

until we meet again: 
loving, loving, loving, 
until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient, 

until we meet again: 
patient, patient, patient, 

until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

until we meet again: 
faithful, faithful, faithful, 

until we meet again. 
 
 
 
Benediction 
Go in peace, remembering a mother’s faith in God — 
a faith that provided her with comfort and strength 
in her time of need. 
May you pray unfailingly, grow steadily, and love constantly.  Amen 
 
 
Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays  Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
 



 

 

 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols 
Pastor 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2021 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
 

 
Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 



Order of Worship 
November 14, 2021 

Prelude 
Responsive Call to Worship 

 
Votum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.    
 
Call to Worship (1 Samuel 1, Psalm 113, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
My strength is exalted in my God. Despite sorrows and sadness, anxieties and 
vexations, we praise your name, O Lord. 
For the power of the Lord gives me strength, and the love of the Lord gives 
me hope.   
With Hannah, the mother of sorrows, we bless the name of the Lord, today and 
forever.  From the rising of the sun to its setting, God is with us. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.  We praise your holy name, O God. 
From Hannah, the mother of joy, we learn the bounty of unwavering hope. 
Let your servant find favor in your sight, O Lord. 
Hardship is a constant companion. We must rely on the selfless example of Christ 
to show us the way to truth, life, and love. Amen 
 
*Opening Hymn        #206   (red)   “O Hear Our Cry O Lord” 
 

O hear our cry, O Lord; Now hear us as we pray. 
You guide us as a shepherd leads, So keep us in Your way. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

Enthroned above all worlds, You shine with holy light. 
Lord, pour Your power upon us all And save us with Your might. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, the God of Hosts, Turn not your face away. 
Our tears have been both food and drink, Foes mock us night and day. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, our God, return; Bring peace into each home. 
So let Your face shine on us all, Restore us as Your own. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now.   
 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Amen. 
 



Prayer of Confession (1 Samuel 1, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
Rock of Salvation, you give children to the barren and strength to the feeble; you 
exalt the poor and lift up the needy.  We praise your holy name from morning to 
night, yet we build walls that separate us: from you, from one another, from the 
world, even from ourselves.  We place stumbling blocks in the way of goodness and 
truth.  We are led astray by promises of earthly treasure.  We confess our fallibility 
and seek solace in the mother of our joy.  Teach us to pray and praise without 
pause, confessing hope ceaselessly.  Guide us in our efforts to encourage one 
another, to work together for good in the world, and to prepare for the day of the 
Lord. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger and abundant in steadfast love; 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
Nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
As far as the east is from the west, 
So far he removes our transgressions from us. 
 
 
*Affirmation of Faith –*Excerpt from the Belhar Confession  
We believe: 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
 
That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of 
Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, 
yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: 
one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain;  
 
That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that 
separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which 
Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which  
threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted. 
  
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 



The Word of God 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Lesson:  1 Samuel 1:4-20 
 
Bible Text: 
On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah 
and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double 
portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. Her rival 
used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her 
womb. 
 
So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she 
used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband 
Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your 
heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 
 
After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself 
before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of 
the temple of the Lord.  She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and 
wept bitterly. 
  
She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your 
servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your 
servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his 
death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his 
head.” 
 
 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah was 
praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli 
thought she was drunk.  So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken 
spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.”  
 
 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the 
Lord.  Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking 
out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.”  Then Eli answered, “Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.”  And she said, 
“Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her 
quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 
 
 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went 
back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord 



remembered her.  In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him 
Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 
Music Interlude       “I Sought the Lord” 
 
Sermon by Eric L. Nichols 
 

 
 

The Response to God 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving     “Be Not Dismayed (God Will Take Care of You)”   (not in 
our hymnal) 

Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 
God will take care of you; 

Beneath his wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Refrain: 

God will take care of you, 
through ev'ry day, o’er all the way; 

He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 

God will take care of you; 
When dangers fierce your path assail, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
 

No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you; 

Lean, weary one, upon his breast, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 
 
Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your 
word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 
Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for 
the effective growth of your kingdom.  May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith 
so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  May we be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
 
Announcements 

 Rev. Nichols will be on vacation for the next two weeks.  If you have an 
emergency, please call one of the Consistory members, or the church office 
(T-F from 9:30-1:30).   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

 Thanks to everyone who helped with the Christmas Fair on Saturday and 
with all the prep work that occurred prior to Saturday.  With fewer and fewer 
hands to help every year, it is becoming harder and harder to pull it off, but 
it is also an essential fundraiser for Bethany’s financial well-being.  Thank 
you all for helping or shopping.   

 If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary with flowers for Advent 
(starts November 28), please sign-up by Tuesday, November 13 to purchase 
a 6” foil wrapped poinsettia.  Orders can also be placed in the church office, 
by phone or email.  Payment can be made by including your name or the 
loved one you are honoring in an envelope marked “Poinsettia Plants” and 
placing it in the offering plate or delivering it to the church office.  Paid for 
plants can be removed from the sanctuary any time after the Christmas Eve 
service and can bring the spirit of Christmas into you home for weeks or 
months.  Some people even add them to their gardens in the spring.     

 
 

*Hymn of Parting     #536   (red)      “Lord, Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy, 

until we meet again: 
holy, holy, holy, 

until we meet again. 
 



Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving, 

until we meet again: 
loving, loving, loving, 
until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient, 

until we meet again: 
patient, patient, patient, 

until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

until we meet again: 
faithful, faithful, faithful, 

until we meet again. 
 
 
 
Benediction 
Go in peace, remembering a mother’s faith in God — 
a faith that provided her with comfort and strength 
in her time of need. 
May you pray unfailingly, grow steadily, and love constantly.  Amen 
 
 
Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays  Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
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Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2021 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
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 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 
November 14, 2021 

Prelude 
Responsive Call to Worship 

 
Votum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.    
 
Call to Worship (1 Samuel 1, Psalm 113, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
My strength is exalted in my God. Despite sorrows and sadness, anxieties and 
vexations, we praise your name, O Lord. 
For the power of the Lord gives me strength, and the love of the Lord gives 
me hope.   
With Hannah, the mother of sorrows, we bless the name of the Lord, today and 
forever.  From the rising of the sun to its setting, God is with us. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.  We praise your holy name, O God. 
From Hannah, the mother of joy, we learn the bounty of unwavering hope. 
Let your servant find favor in your sight, O Lord. 
Hardship is a constant companion. We must rely on the selfless example of Christ 
to show us the way to truth, life, and love. Amen 
 
*Opening Hymn        #206   (red)   “O Hear Our Cry O Lord” 
 

O hear our cry, O Lord; Now hear us as we pray. 
You guide us as a shepherd leads, So keep us in Your way. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

Enthroned above all worlds, You shine with holy light. 
Lord, pour Your power upon us all And save us with Your might. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, the God of Hosts, Turn not your face away. 
Our tears have been both food and drink, Foes mock us night and day. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, our God, return; Bring peace into each home. 
So let Your face shine on us all, Restore us as Your own. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now.   
 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Amen. 
 



Prayer of Confession (1 Samuel 1, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
Rock of Salvation, you give children to the barren and strength to the feeble; you 
exalt the poor and lift up the needy.  We praise your holy name from morning to 
night, yet we build walls that separate us: from you, from one another, from the 
world, even from ourselves.  We place stumbling blocks in the way of goodness and 
truth.  We are led astray by promises of earthly treasure.  We confess our fallibility 
and seek solace in the mother of our joy.  Teach us to pray and praise without 
pause, confessing hope ceaselessly.  Guide us in our efforts to encourage one 
another, to work together for good in the world, and to prepare for the day of the 
Lord. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger and abundant in steadfast love; 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
Nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
As far as the east is from the west, 
So far he removes our transgressions from us. 
 
 
*Affirmation of Faith –*Excerpt from the Belhar Confession  
We believe: 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
 
That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of 
Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, 
yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: 
one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain;  
 
That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that 
separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which 
Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which  
threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted. 
  
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 



The Word of God 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Lesson:  1 Samuel 1:4-20 
 
Bible Text: 
On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah 
and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double 
portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. Her rival 
used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her 
womb. 
 
So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she 
used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband 
Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your 
heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 
 
After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself 
before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of 
the temple of the Lord.  She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and 
wept bitterly. 
  
She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your 
servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your 
servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his 
death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his 
head.” 
 
 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah was 
praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli 
thought she was drunk.  So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken 
spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.”  
 
 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the 
Lord.  Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking 
out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.”  Then Eli answered, “Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.”  And she said, 
“Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her 
quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 
 
 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went 
back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord 



remembered her.  In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him 
Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 
Music Interlude       “I Sought the Lord” 
 
Sermon by Eric L. Nichols 
 

 
 

The Response to God 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving     “Be Not Dismayed (God Will Take Care of You)”   (not in 
our hymnal) 

Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 
God will take care of you; 

Beneath his wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Refrain: 

God will take care of you, 
through ev'ry day, o’er all the way; 

He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 

God will take care of you; 
When dangers fierce your path assail, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
 

No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you; 

Lean, weary one, upon his breast, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 
 
Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your 
word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 
Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for 
the effective growth of your kingdom.  May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith 
so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  May we be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
 
Announcements 

 Rev. Nichols will be on vacation for the next two weeks.  If you have an 
emergency, please call one of the Consistory members, or the church office 
(T-F from 9:30-1:30).   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

 Thanks to everyone who helped with the Christmas Fair on Saturday and 
with all the prep work that occurred prior to Saturday.  With fewer and fewer 
hands to help every year, it is becoming harder and harder to pull it off, but 
it is also an essential fundraiser for Bethany’s financial well-being.  Thank 
you all for helping or shopping.   

 If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary with flowers for Advent 
(starts November 28), please sign-up by Tuesday, November 13 to purchase 
a 6” foil wrapped poinsettia.  Orders can also be placed in the church office, 
by phone or email.  Payment can be made by including your name or the 
loved one you are honoring in an envelope marked “Poinsettia Plants” and 
placing it in the offering plate or delivering it to the church office.  Paid for 
plants can be removed from the sanctuary any time after the Christmas Eve 
service and can bring the spirit of Christmas into you home for weeks or 
months.  Some people even add them to their gardens in the spring.     

 
 

*Hymn of Parting     #536   (red)      “Lord, Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy, 

until we meet again: 
holy, holy, holy, 

until we meet again. 
 



Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving, 

until we meet again: 
loving, loving, loving, 
until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient, 

until we meet again: 
patient, patient, patient, 

until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

until we meet again: 
faithful, faithful, faithful, 

until we meet again. 
 
 
 
Benediction 
Go in peace, remembering a mother’s faith in God — 
a faith that provided her with comfort and strength 
in her time of need. 
May you pray unfailingly, grow steadily, and love constantly.  Amen 
 
 
Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays  Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
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2021 Consistory Members 
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called by Christ to glorify God –  
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serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 
November 14, 2021 

Prelude 
Responsive Call to Worship 

 
Votum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.    
 
Call to Worship (1 Samuel 1, Psalm 113, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
My strength is exalted in my God. Despite sorrows and sadness, anxieties and 
vexations, we praise your name, O Lord. 
For the power of the Lord gives me strength, and the love of the Lord gives 
me hope.   
With Hannah, the mother of sorrows, we bless the name of the Lord, today and 
forever.  From the rising of the sun to its setting, God is with us. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.  We praise your holy name, O God. 
From Hannah, the mother of joy, we learn the bounty of unwavering hope. 
Let your servant find favor in your sight, O Lord. 
Hardship is a constant companion. We must rely on the selfless example of Christ 
to show us the way to truth, life, and love. Amen 
 
*Opening Hymn        #206   (red)   “O Hear Our Cry O Lord” 
 

O hear our cry, O Lord; Now hear us as we pray. 
You guide us as a shepherd leads, So keep us in Your way. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

Enthroned above all worlds, You shine with holy light. 
Lord, pour Your power upon us all And save us with Your might. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, the God of Hosts, Turn not your face away. 
Our tears have been both food and drink, Foes mock us night and day. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, our God, return; Bring peace into each home. 
So let Your face shine on us all, Restore us as Your own. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now.   
 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Amen. 
 



Prayer of Confession (1 Samuel 1, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
Rock of Salvation, you give children to the barren and strength to the feeble; you 
exalt the poor and lift up the needy.  We praise your holy name from morning to 
night, yet we build walls that separate us: from you, from one another, from the 
world, even from ourselves.  We place stumbling blocks in the way of goodness and 
truth.  We are led astray by promises of earthly treasure.  We confess our fallibility 
and seek solace in the mother of our joy.  Teach us to pray and praise without 
pause, confessing hope ceaselessly.  Guide us in our efforts to encourage one 
another, to work together for good in the world, and to prepare for the day of the 
Lord. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger and abundant in steadfast love; 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
Nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
As far as the east is from the west, 
So far he removes our transgressions from us. 
 
 
*Affirmation of Faith –*Excerpt from the Belhar Confession  
We believe: 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
 
That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of 
Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, 
yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: 
one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain;  
 
That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that 
separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which 
Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which  
threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted. 
  
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 



The Word of God 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Lesson:  1 Samuel 1:4-20 
 
Bible Text: 
On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah 
and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double 
portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. Her rival 
used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her 
womb. 
 
So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she 
used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband 
Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your 
heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 
 
After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself 
before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of 
the temple of the Lord.  She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and 
wept bitterly. 
  
She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your 
servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your 
servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his 
death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his 
head.” 
 
 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah was 
praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli 
thought she was drunk.  So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken 
spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.”  
 
 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the 
Lord.  Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking 
out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.”  Then Eli answered, “Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.”  And she said, 
“Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her 
quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 
 
 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went 
back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord 



remembered her.  In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him 
Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 
Music Interlude       “I Sought the Lord” 
 
Sermon by Eric L. Nichols 
 

 
 

The Response to God 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving     “Be Not Dismayed (God Will Take Care of You)”   (not in 
our hymnal) 

Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 
God will take care of you; 

Beneath his wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Refrain: 

God will take care of you, 
through ev'ry day, o’er all the way; 

He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 

God will take care of you; 
When dangers fierce your path assail, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
 

No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you; 

Lean, weary one, upon his breast, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 
 
Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your 
word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 
Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for 
the effective growth of your kingdom.  May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith 
so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  May we be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
 
Announcements 

 Rev. Nichols will be on vacation for the next two weeks.  If you have an 
emergency, please call one of the Consistory members, or the church office 
(T-F from 9:30-1:30).   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

 Thanks to everyone who helped with the Christmas Fair on Saturday and 
with all the prep work that occurred prior to Saturday.  With fewer and fewer 
hands to help every year, it is becoming harder and harder to pull it off, but 
it is also an essential fundraiser for Bethany’s financial well-being.  Thank 
you all for helping or shopping.   

 If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary with flowers for Advent 
(starts November 28), please sign-up by Tuesday, November 13 to purchase 
a 6” foil wrapped poinsettia.  Orders can also be placed in the church office, 
by phone or email.  Payment can be made by including your name or the 
loved one you are honoring in an envelope marked “Poinsettia Plants” and 
placing it in the offering plate or delivering it to the church office.  Paid for 
plants can be removed from the sanctuary any time after the Christmas Eve 
service and can bring the spirit of Christmas into you home for weeks or 
months.  Some people even add them to their gardens in the spring.     

 
 

*Hymn of Parting     #536   (red)      “Lord, Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy, 

until we meet again: 
holy, holy, holy, 

until we meet again. 
 



Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving, 

until we meet again: 
loving, loving, loving, 
until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient, 

until we meet again: 
patient, patient, patient, 

until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

until we meet again: 
faithful, faithful, faithful, 

until we meet again. 
 
 
 
Benediction 
Go in peace, remembering a mother’s faith in God — 
a faith that provided her with comfort and strength 
in her time of need. 
May you pray unfailingly, grow steadily, and love constantly.  Amen 
 
 
Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays  Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
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Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2021 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
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Order of Worship 
November 14, 2021 

Prelude 
Responsive Call to Worship 

 
Votum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.    
 
Call to Worship (1 Samuel 1, Psalm 113, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
My strength is exalted in my God. Despite sorrows and sadness, anxieties and 
vexations, we praise your name, O Lord. 
For the power of the Lord gives me strength, and the love of the Lord gives 
me hope.   
With Hannah, the mother of sorrows, we bless the name of the Lord, today and 
forever.  From the rising of the sun to its setting, God is with us. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.  We praise your holy name, O God. 
From Hannah, the mother of joy, we learn the bounty of unwavering hope. 
Let your servant find favor in your sight, O Lord. 
Hardship is a constant companion. We must rely on the selfless example of Christ 
to show us the way to truth, life, and love. Amen 
 
*Opening Hymn        #206   (red)   “O Hear Our Cry O Lord” 
 

O hear our cry, O Lord; Now hear us as we pray. 
You guide us as a shepherd leads, So keep us in Your way. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

Enthroned above all worlds, You shine with holy light. 
Lord, pour Your power upon us all And save us with Your might. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, the God of Hosts, Turn not your face away. 
Our tears have been both food and drink, Foes mock us night and day. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, our God, return; Bring peace into each home. 
So let Your face shine on us all, Restore us as Your own. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now.   
 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Amen. 
 



Prayer of Confession (1 Samuel 1, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
Rock of Salvation, you give children to the barren and strength to the feeble; you 
exalt the poor and lift up the needy.  We praise your holy name from morning to 
night, yet we build walls that separate us: from you, from one another, from the 
world, even from ourselves.  We place stumbling blocks in the way of goodness and 
truth.  We are led astray by promises of earthly treasure.  We confess our fallibility 
and seek solace in the mother of our joy.  Teach us to pray and praise without 
pause, confessing hope ceaselessly.  Guide us in our efforts to encourage one 
another, to work together for good in the world, and to prepare for the day of the 
Lord. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger and abundant in steadfast love; 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
Nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
As far as the east is from the west, 
So far he removes our transgressions from us. 
 
 
*Affirmation of Faith –*Excerpt from the Belhar Confession  
We believe: 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
 
That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of 
Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, 
yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: 
one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain;  
 
That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that 
separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which 
Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which  
threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted. 
  
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 



The Word of God 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Lesson:  1 Samuel 1:4-20 
 
Bible Text: 
On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah 
and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double 
portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. Her rival 
used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her 
womb. 
 
So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she 
used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband 
Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your 
heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 
 
After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself 
before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of 
the temple of the Lord.  She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and 
wept bitterly. 
  
She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your 
servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your 
servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his 
death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his 
head.” 
 
 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah was 
praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli 
thought she was drunk.  So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken 
spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.”  
 
 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the 
Lord.  Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking 
out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.”  Then Eli answered, “Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.”  And she said, 
“Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her 
quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 
 
 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went 
back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord 



remembered her.  In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him 
Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 
Music Interlude       “I Sought the Lord” 
 
Sermon by Eric L. Nichols 
 

 
 

The Response to God 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving     “Be Not Dismayed (God Will Take Care of You)”   (not in 
our hymnal) 

Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 
God will take care of you; 

Beneath his wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Refrain: 

God will take care of you, 
through ev'ry day, o’er all the way; 

He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 

God will take care of you; 
When dangers fierce your path assail, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
 

No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you; 

Lean, weary one, upon his breast, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 
 
Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your 
word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 
Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for 
the effective growth of your kingdom.  May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith 
so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  May we be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
 
Announcements 

 Rev. Nichols will be on vacation for the next two weeks.  If you have an 
emergency, please call one of the Consistory members, or the church office 
(T-F from 9:30-1:30).   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

 Thanks to everyone who helped with the Christmas Fair on Saturday and 
with all the prep work that occurred prior to Saturday.  With fewer and fewer 
hands to help every year, it is becoming harder and harder to pull it off, but 
it is also an essential fundraiser for Bethany’s financial well-being.  Thank 
you all for helping or shopping.   

 If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary with flowers for Advent 
(starts November 28), please sign-up by Tuesday, November 13 to purchase 
a 6” foil wrapped poinsettia.  Orders can also be placed in the church office, 
by phone or email.  Payment can be made by including your name or the 
loved one you are honoring in an envelope marked “Poinsettia Plants” and 
placing it in the offering plate or delivering it to the church office.  Paid for 
plants can be removed from the sanctuary any time after the Christmas Eve 
service and can bring the spirit of Christmas into you home for weeks or 
months.  Some people even add them to their gardens in the spring.     

 
 

*Hymn of Parting     #536   (red)      “Lord, Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy, 

until we meet again: 
holy, holy, holy, 

until we meet again. 
 



Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving, 

until we meet again: 
loving, loving, loving, 
until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient, 

until we meet again: 
patient, patient, patient, 

until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

until we meet again: 
faithful, faithful, faithful, 

until we meet again. 
 
 
 
Benediction 
Go in peace, remembering a mother’s faith in God — 
a faith that provided her with comfort and strength 
in her time of need. 
May you pray unfailingly, grow steadily, and love constantly.  Amen 
 
 
Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays  Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
 



 

 

 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols 
Pastor 
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Order of Worship 
November 14, 2021 

Prelude 
Responsive Call to Worship 

 
Votum 
Sometimes God asks us to do things we do not enjoy but we are assured that: Our 
help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth.    Amen.    
 
Call to Worship (1 Samuel 1, Psalm 113, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
My strength is exalted in my God. Despite sorrows and sadness, anxieties and 
vexations, we praise your name, O Lord. 
For the power of the Lord gives me strength, and the love of the Lord gives 
me hope.   
With Hannah, the mother of sorrows, we bless the name of the Lord, today and 
forever.  From the rising of the sun to its setting, God is with us. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.  We praise your holy name, O God. 
From Hannah, the mother of joy, we learn the bounty of unwavering hope. 
Let your servant find favor in your sight, O Lord. 
Hardship is a constant companion. We must rely on the selfless example of Christ 
to show us the way to truth, life, and love. Amen 
 
*Opening Hymn        #206   (red)   “O Hear Our Cry O Lord” 
 

O hear our cry, O Lord; Now hear us as we pray. 
You guide us as a shepherd leads, So keep us in Your way. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

Enthroned above all worlds, You shine with holy light. 
Lord, pour Your power upon us all And save us with Your might. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, the God of Hosts, Turn not your face away. 
Our tears have been both food and drink, Foes mock us night and day. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now. 
 

O Lord, our God, return; Bring peace into each home. 
So let Your face shine on us all, Restore us as Your own. 

O come, Lord, come, Restore and save us now.   
 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, Amen. 
 



Prayer of Confession (1 Samuel 1, Hebrews 10, Mark 13) 
Rock of Salvation, you give children to the barren and strength to the feeble; you 
exalt the poor and lift up the needy.  We praise your holy name from morning to 
night, yet we build walls that separate us: from you, from one another, from the 
world, even from ourselves.  We place stumbling blocks in the way of goodness and 
truth.  We are led astray by promises of earthly treasure.  We confess our fallibility 
and seek solace in the mother of our joy.  Teach us to pray and praise without 
pause, confessing hope ceaselessly.  Guide us in our efforts to encourage one 
another, to work together for good in the world, and to prepare for the day of the 
Lord. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon – based on Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
Slow to anger and abundant in steadfast love; 
He does not deal with us according to our sins, 
Nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
So great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 
As far as the east is from the west, 
So far he removes our transgressions from us. 
 
 
*Affirmation of Faith –*Excerpt from the Belhar Confession  
We believe: 
That Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one 
another; 
 
That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of 
Jesus Christ; that through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, 
yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: 
one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain;  
 
That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that 
separation, enmity and hatred between people and groups is sin which 
Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which  
threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted. 
  
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

 
 



The Word of God 
 
Prayer of Illumination 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
Scripture Lesson:  1 Samuel 1:4-20 
 
Bible Text: 
On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah 
and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double 
portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb. Her rival 
used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her 
womb. 
 
So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she 
used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her husband 
Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your 
heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” 
 
After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself 
before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of 
the temple of the Lord.  She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and 
wept bitterly. 
  
She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your 
servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your 
servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his 
death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his 
head.” 
 
 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah was 
praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli 
thought she was drunk.  So Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken 
spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.”  
 
 But Hannah answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk 
neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the 
Lord.  Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking 
out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.”  Then Eli answered, “Go in 
peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.”  And she said, 
“Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her 
quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 
 
 They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went 
back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord 



remembered her.  In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him 
Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.” 
 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 

 
 
Music Interlude       “I Sought the Lord” 
 
Sermon by Eric L. Nichols 
 

 
 

The Response to God 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving     “Be Not Dismayed (God Will Take Care of You)”   (not in 
our hymnal) 

Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 
God will take care of you; 

Beneath his wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Refrain: 

God will take care of you, 
through ev'ry day, o’er all the way; 

He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 

 
Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 

God will take care of you; 
When dangers fierce your path assail, 

God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
 

No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you; 

Lean, weary one, upon his breast, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain] 

 
 
Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your 
word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 
Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for 
the effective growth of your kingdom.  May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith 
so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge.  May we be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
 
 
Announcements 

 Rev. Nichols will be on vacation for the next two weeks.  If you have an 
emergency, please call one of the Consistory members, or the church office 
(T-F from 9:30-1:30).   

 Preaching next week will be Dr. Lou Smith.  Dr. Lou Smith is a preaching 
elder commissioned by the Schenectady Classis. Originally from 
North Carolina, she has lived in the Capital District for over 30 
years. She and her husband Tom are longtime members of Lynnwood 
Reformed Church in Guilderland. They have three adult children. Lou is a 
retired public health physician who enjoys day hikes, gardening, and 
reading.  

 Thanks to everyone who helped with the Christmas Fair on Saturday and 
with all the prep work that occurred prior to Saturday.  With fewer and fewer 
hands to help every year, it is becoming harder and harder to pull it off, but 
it is also an essential fundraiser for Bethany’s financial well-being.  Thank 
you all for helping or shopping.   

 If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary with flowers for Advent 
(starts November 28), please sign-up by Tuesday, November 13 to purchase 
a 6” foil wrapped poinsettia.  Orders can also be placed in the church office, 
by phone or email.  Payment can be made by including your name or the 
loved one you are honoring in an envelope marked “Poinsettia Plants” and 
placing it in the offering plate or delivering it to the church office.  Paid for 
plants can be removed from the sanctuary any time after the Christmas Eve 
service and can bring the spirit of Christmas into you home for weeks or 
months.  Some people even add them to their gardens in the spring.     

 
 

*Hymn of Parting     #536   (red)      “Lord, Make Us More Holy” 

Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy; 
Lord, make us more holy, 

until we meet again: 
holy, holy, holy, 

until we meet again. 
 



Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving; 
Lord, make us more loving, 

until we meet again: 
loving, loving, loving, 
until we meet again. 

 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient; 
Lord, make us more patient, 

until we meet again: 
patient, patient, patient, 

until we meet again. 
 

Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful; 
Lord, make us more faithful, 

until we meet again: 
faithful, faithful, faithful, 

until we meet again. 
 
 
 
Benediction 
Go in peace, remembering a mother’s faith in God — 
a faith that provided her with comfort and strength 
in her time of need. 
May you pray unfailingly, grow steadily, and love constantly.  Amen 
 
 
Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 
 
10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays  Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   
 


