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Order of Worship 

November 21, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 

Sometimes we need to acknowledge the source of power and truth in our lives. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made 
heaven and earth. Amen.    

  

Call to Worship (Revelation1:4b-8) 

Grace to you and peace from God who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before God’s throne, and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the Earth. 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us 
to be a kingdom, priests serving His God and Father, to Him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. 

Look! He is coming with the clouds. 

Every eye will see him, even those who pierced him. 

The Lord God says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” 

The Lord God is the Almighty, who is and who was and who is to come. Let 
us worship God. 

 

*Opening Hymn    “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above” #476 (red) 

O worship the King all-glorious above, 
O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love: 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

O tell of God’s might and sing of God’s grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is God’s path on the wings of the storm. 

 

The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old; 

Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

 



Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

 

Invocation 

Holy God, we thank you for your majesty and your blessings. We ask you to touch 
each person joined for worship today with your love and truth. Inspire us to be like 
your followers of old, the faithful who shout for salvation. Guide us that we may 
know you, that we may experience your reign through the power of your humility 
and love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   

 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Creator God, forgive our moments of ingratitude, the spiritual blindness 
that prevents us from appreciating the wonder that is this world, the 
endless cycle of nature, of life and death and rebirth.  Forgive us for taking 
without giving, reaping without sowing. Open our eyes to see, our lips to 
praise, our hands to share.  May our feet tread lightly on the path we tread, 
and our footsteps be worthy of following, for they lead to you. 

Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the Good News: 

The majesty of the eternal King is beyond imagination. God’s power is beyond 
understanding.  The Creator God who shakes the heavens is also the God who 
holds us in his hands. God’s mercy is beyond our deserving.  The Savior God, born 
for us, once dead, is now risen in love.  We are forgiven and raised to new life and 
new ways of service, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Affirmation of Faith–Psalm 93 
Let us read in unison the words of the Psalmist:  
 
The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; 
The Lord is robed, he is girded with strength.  
He has established the world; it shall never be moved. 
 



Your throne is established from of old; 
You are from everlasting. 
 
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 
The floods have lifted up their voice; 
The floods lift up their roaring. 
 
More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 
More majestic than the waves of the sea, 
Majestic on high is the Lord! 
 
Your decrees are very sure, 
Holiness befits your house, 
O Lord, forevermore. 
 

 *Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination    

O Lord, our creator, savior, and sustainer, use our Scripture today, the words that 
are spoken, and the words held in our hearts to guide us. Show us how to live more 
fully in your kingdom. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.  

 

The New Testament Reading:  John 18: 33-38a 

 

Text: 
 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?”  Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation 
and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?”  Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, 
my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But 
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”  Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.”  Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 

 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 



Musical Interlude   “The Canticle of the Turning (My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful 
Shout)” 
 

Sermon by Dr. Lou Smith 

 

The Response to God 

 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving      “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  #151 (red)         

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king 
through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified; 
no angels in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends their burning eye 

at mysteries so bright. 

 

Crown Him the Lord of peace; 
Whose power a scepter sways 

From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
Absorbed in prayer and praise: 

His reign shall know no end; 
And round His pierced feet 

Fair flowers of Paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 

 
Crown him the Lord of years, 

the potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 

ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity. 

Offering 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Preaching next week on the first Sunday in Advent, will be Bethany’s own Gil 

Faustel, who generously will share his talents and the Word of God with us.   
 The Thanksgiving Offering this year is being used to support the RCA  

Disaster Relief Fund to aid those struggling due to natural disasters around 
the world.  Your offering can either be put the special offering envelopes 
mailed or found in the narthex or can be in the form of loose change.  All 
loose change will be included in Bethany’s donation to the fund.   

 Tuesday will be the last day to order poinsettias to enhance the sanctuary 
prior to Christmas.  Anytime after the Christmas Eve Service they can be 
taken home to keep the spirit of Christmas alive in your home of in the home 
of a loved one for weeks or months to come.  To place your order, use the 
sign-up sheet in the narthex, email the church office 
(bethanyrca.info@gmail.com) or call the church office (518-482-7998).  The 
$10 cost for the 6” foil wrapped poinsettias can be placed in an envelope 
marked ”Poinsettia Plants” or mailed directly to the church.    

 Christine Sacco, the daughter of previously deceased Dorothy and Ernest 
Sacco, Sr., died last November 10 in her sleep.  Dorothy and Ernest were 
members of Bethany and frequently brought Christine, who had Down 
syndrome to church, when allowing people with disabilities to live a “normal” 
life was not a common practice.      

 Bethany wants to thank the friends of Winnie Burnett who gave a generous 
gift in her name for the 9th consecutive year.  It is definitely a reminder of 
what one, never married woman, with no children or surviving siblings can 
do to change the world.  She was an inspiration to all and her friends don’t 
want her forgotten by the church that took her in and loved her during her 
final years.    

 Advent is the beginning of the church year, and we’re celebrating by 
having a choir back!  Things are going to be a bit different, so here 
are the details: 
1) Rehearsal will be before the service, at 9:30.  We’ll be singing 
favorites that will not require a lot of rehearsal. 
2) Choir members will be wearing specially designed masks for 
singers, so that we don’t spew our aerosols over the congregation 
3) Choir members will be sitting in the congregation for the service, 
and coming up to the piano for the offertory to sing. 
4) It will be a throw-together choir, meaning that everyone is invited 



to sing.  It is our hope that, by not having an expectation of mid-week 
rehearsal, we can convince all who have a voice to sing with us. 
5) All choir members will have been fully vaccinated. 

 How about joining a group of Bethany folks to support Catherine and her 
husband Monk, in their debut as music director and actors in the Ghent 
Playhouse’s annual Panto production? This year’s production is “Rapunzel: 
The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”  More information is at the end of the bulletin, 
but if you are interested in joining the group that will carpool from the church 
parking lot next Sunday for the 2 o’clock matinee, the church secretary will 
try to secure a block of tickets (cost $28 each) for everyone wanting to join 
the group.  If you are interested, please call the church office at 518-482-
7998  Monday through Wednesday from 9:30-1:30 or email 
Bethanyrac.info@gmail.com.   
    

*Hymn of Parting       “Rejoice, the Lord is King”  #155  (red)  

Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

God’s kingdom cannot fail, 
Christ rules o'er earth and heav'n; 

The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus giv'n: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 

Rejoice in glorious hope! 
For Christ, the Judge shall come 

To glorify the saints 
For their eternal home: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

Closing Prayer 

O Lord, you are the light of the world and our future. Grant us the vision of your 
kingdom, forgiveness and new life, and the stirring of your Spirit so that we may 
hear your voice, share in the truth, proclaim your love, and change this world in the 
name of Christ. Amen. 

 



*Benediction  

Let the majesty of the Father 
be the light by which we walk, 
the compassion of the Son 
be the love by which we walk, 
the presence of the Spirit 
be the power by which we walk. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
And all God’s people say, 
Amen. 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

RAPUNZEL:  THE TALE OF A QUARAN-TEEN 
 

Presented at the Ghent Playhouse at 6 Town Hall Place, Ghent, NY, November 26-28, 
December 3-5, and December 10-12, 2021. Friday and Saturday evenings at 7:30, 
matinée on Sundays at 2.   
  
Come see our music director Catherine and her husband Monk (who is playing Tammy 
Faye Baker) in Ghent Playhouse’s annual Panto.  The Panto Loons’ family-friendly 
productions have all the elements of a traditional British pantomime:  audience 
participation (booing, hissing, cheering), local and national politics, great characters, 
wonderful songs and lots of cross-dressing.  Holiday fun for the whole family.  This year, 
see their “twist” on the famous Brothers Grimm fairytale, Rapunzel, the story of the girl 
all “tressed” up with nowhere to go… ‘cause she’s stuck in a tower with no doors, 
silly!!  Join us to see how it all turns out.  
 
Purchase individual tickets at https://ghentplayhouse.simpletix.com or call the church 
office before 1:30 on Wednesday and join a group of Bethany friends to travel next 
Sunday afternoon to Ghent for the Sunday matinée.  Proof of vaccination and wearing a 
mask in the theater is required. 
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November 21, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 

Sometimes we need to acknowledge the source of power and truth in our lives. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made 
heaven and earth. Amen.    

  

Call to Worship (Revelation1:4b-8) 

Grace to you and peace from God who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before God’s throne, and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the Earth. 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us 
to be a kingdom, priests serving His God and Father, to Him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. 

Look! He is coming with the clouds. 

Every eye will see him, even those who pierced him. 

The Lord God says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” 

The Lord God is the Almighty, who is and who was and who is to come. Let 
us worship God. 

 

*Opening Hymn    “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above” #476 (red) 

O worship the King all-glorious above, 
O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love: 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

O tell of God’s might and sing of God’s grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is God’s path on the wings of the storm. 

 

The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old; 

Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

 



Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

 

Invocation 

Holy God, we thank you for your majesty and your blessings. We ask you to touch 
each person joined for worship today with your love and truth. Inspire us to be like 
your followers of old, the faithful who shout for salvation. Guide us that we may 
know you, that we may experience your reign through the power of your humility 
and love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   

 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Creator God, forgive our moments of ingratitude, the spiritual blindness 
that prevents us from appreciating the wonder that is this world, the 
endless cycle of nature, of life and death and rebirth.  Forgive us for taking 
without giving, reaping without sowing. Open our eyes to see, our lips to 
praise, our hands to share.  May our feet tread lightly on the path we tread, 
and our footsteps be worthy of following, for they lead to you. 

Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the Good News: 

The majesty of the eternal King is beyond imagination. God’s power is beyond 
understanding.  The Creator God who shakes the heavens is also the God who 
holds us in his hands. God’s mercy is beyond our deserving.  The Savior God, born 
for us, once dead, is now risen in love.  We are forgiven and raised to new life and 
new ways of service, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Affirmation of Faith–Psalm 93 
Let us read in unison the words of the Psalmist:  
 
The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; 
The Lord is robed, he is girded with strength.  
He has established the world; it shall never be moved. 
 



Your throne is established from of old; 
You are from everlasting. 
 
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 
The floods have lifted up their voice; 
The floods lift up their roaring. 
 
More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 
More majestic than the waves of the sea, 
Majestic on high is the Lord! 
 
Your decrees are very sure, 
Holiness befits your house, 
O Lord, forevermore. 
 

 *Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination    

O Lord, our creator, savior, and sustainer, use our Scripture today, the words that 
are spoken, and the words held in our hearts to guide us. Show us how to live more 
fully in your kingdom. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.  

 

The New Testament Reading:  John 18: 33-38a 

 

Text: 
 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?”  Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation 
and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?”  Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, 
my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But 
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”  Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.”  Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 

 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 



Musical Interlude   “The Canticle of the Turning (My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful 
Shout)” 
 

Sermon by Dr. Lou Smith 

 

The Response to God 

 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving      “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  #151 (red)         

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king 
through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified; 
no angels in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends their burning eye 

at mysteries so bright. 

 

Crown Him the Lord of peace; 
Whose power a scepter sways 

From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
Absorbed in prayer and praise: 

His reign shall know no end; 
And round His pierced feet 

Fair flowers of Paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 

 
Crown him the Lord of years, 

the potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 

ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity. 

Offering 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Preaching next week on the first Sunday in Advent, will be Bethany’s own Gil 

Faustel, who generously will share his talents and the Word of God with us.   
 The Thanksgiving Offering this year is being used to support the RCA  

Disaster Relief Fund to aid those struggling due to natural disasters around 
the world.  Your offering can either be put the special offering envelopes 
mailed or found in the narthex or can be in the form of loose change.  All 
loose change will be included in Bethany’s donation to the fund.   

 Tuesday will be the last day to order poinsettias to enhance the sanctuary 
prior to Christmas.  Anytime after the Christmas Eve Service they can be 
taken home to keep the spirit of Christmas alive in your home of in the home 
of a loved one for weeks or months to come.  To place your order, use the 
sign-up sheet in the narthex, email the church office 
(bethanyrca.info@gmail.com) or call the church office (518-482-7998).  The 
$10 cost for the 6” foil wrapped poinsettias can be placed in an envelope 
marked ”Poinsettia Plants” or mailed directly to the church.    

 Christine Sacco, the daughter of previously deceased Dorothy and Ernest 
Sacco, Sr., died last November 10 in her sleep.  Dorothy and Ernest were 
members of Bethany and frequently brought Christine, who had Down 
syndrome to church, when allowing people with disabilities to live a “normal” 
life was not a common practice.      

 Bethany wants to thank the friends of Winnie Burnett who gave a generous 
gift in her name for the 9th consecutive year.  It is definitely a reminder of 
what one, never married woman, with no children or surviving siblings can 
do to change the world.  She was an inspiration to all and her friends don’t 
want her forgotten by the church that took her in and loved her during her 
final years.    

 Advent is the beginning of the church year, and we’re celebrating by 
having a choir back!  Things are going to be a bit different, so here 
are the details: 
1) Rehearsal will be before the service, at 9:30.  We’ll be singing 
favorites that will not require a lot of rehearsal. 
2) Choir members will be wearing specially designed masks for 
singers, so that we don’t spew our aerosols over the congregation 
3) Choir members will be sitting in the congregation for the service, 
and coming up to the piano for the offertory to sing. 
4) It will be a throw-together choir, meaning that everyone is invited 



to sing.  It is our hope that, by not having an expectation of mid-week 
rehearsal, we can convince all who have a voice to sing with us. 
5) All choir members will have been fully vaccinated. 

 How about joining a group of Bethany folks to support Catherine and her 
husband Monk, in their debut as music director and actors in the Ghent 
Playhouse’s annual Panto production? This year’s production is “Rapunzel: 
The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”  More information is at the end of the bulletin, 
but if you are interested in joining the group that will carpool from the church 
parking lot next Sunday for the 2 o’clock matinee, the church secretary will 
try to secure a block of tickets (cost $28 each) for everyone wanting to join 
the group.  If you are interested, please call the church office at 518-482-
7998  Monday through Wednesday from 9:30-1:30 or email 
Bethanyrac.info@gmail.com.   
    

*Hymn of Parting       “Rejoice, the Lord is King”  #155  (red)  

Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

God’s kingdom cannot fail, 
Christ rules o'er earth and heav'n; 

The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus giv'n: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 

Rejoice in glorious hope! 
For Christ, the Judge shall come 

To glorify the saints 
For their eternal home: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

Closing Prayer 

O Lord, you are the light of the world and our future. Grant us the vision of your 
kingdom, forgiveness and new life, and the stirring of your Spirit so that we may 
hear your voice, share in the truth, proclaim your love, and change this world in the 
name of Christ. Amen. 

 



*Benediction  

Let the majesty of the Father 
be the light by which we walk, 
the compassion of the Son 
be the love by which we walk, 
the presence of the Spirit 
be the power by which we walk. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
And all God’s people say, 
Amen. 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

RAPUNZEL:  THE TALE OF A QUARAN-TEEN 
 

Presented at the Ghent Playhouse at 6 Town Hall Place, Ghent, NY, November 26-28, 
December 3-5, and December 10-12, 2021. Friday and Saturday evenings at 7:30, 
matinée on Sundays at 2.   
  
Come see our music director Catherine and her husband Monk (who is playing Tammy 
Faye Baker) in Ghent Playhouse’s annual Panto.  The Panto Loons’ family-friendly 
productions have all the elements of a traditional British pantomime:  audience 
participation (booing, hissing, cheering), local and national politics, great characters, 
wonderful songs and lots of cross-dressing.  Holiday fun for the whole family.  This year, 
see their “twist” on the famous Brothers Grimm fairytale, Rapunzel, the story of the girl 
all “tressed” up with nowhere to go… ‘cause she’s stuck in a tower with no doors, 
silly!!  Join us to see how it all turns out.  
 
Purchase individual tickets at https://ghentplayhouse.simpletix.com or call the church 
office before 1:30 on Wednesday and join a group of Bethany friends to travel next 
Sunday afternoon to Ghent for the Sunday matinée.  Proof of vaccination and wearing a 
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Order of Worship 

November 21, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 

Sometimes we need to acknowledge the source of power and truth in our lives. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made 
heaven and earth. Amen.    

  

Call to Worship (Revelation1:4b-8) 

Grace to you and peace from God who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before God’s throne, and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the Earth. 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us 
to be a kingdom, priests serving His God and Father, to Him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. 

Look! He is coming with the clouds. 

Every eye will see him, even those who pierced him. 

The Lord God says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” 

The Lord God is the Almighty, who is and who was and who is to come. Let 
us worship God. 

 

*Opening Hymn    “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above” #476 (red) 

O worship the King all-glorious above, 
O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love: 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

O tell of God’s might and sing of God’s grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is God’s path on the wings of the storm. 

 

The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old; 

Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

 



Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

 

Invocation 

Holy God, we thank you for your majesty and your blessings. We ask you to touch 
each person joined for worship today with your love and truth. Inspire us to be like 
your followers of old, the faithful who shout for salvation. Guide us that we may 
know you, that we may experience your reign through the power of your humility 
and love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   

 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Creator God, forgive our moments of ingratitude, the spiritual blindness 
that prevents us from appreciating the wonder that is this world, the 
endless cycle of nature, of life and death and rebirth.  Forgive us for taking 
without giving, reaping without sowing. Open our eyes to see, our lips to 
praise, our hands to share.  May our feet tread lightly on the path we tread, 
and our footsteps be worthy of following, for they lead to you. 

Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the Good News: 

The majesty of the eternal King is beyond imagination. God’s power is beyond 
understanding.  The Creator God who shakes the heavens is also the God who 
holds us in his hands. God’s mercy is beyond our deserving.  The Savior God, born 
for us, once dead, is now risen in love.  We are forgiven and raised to new life and 
new ways of service, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Affirmation of Faith–Psalm 93 
Let us read in unison the words of the Psalmist:  
 
The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; 
The Lord is robed, he is girded with strength.  
He has established the world; it shall never be moved. 
 



Your throne is established from of old; 
You are from everlasting. 
 
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 
The floods have lifted up their voice; 
The floods lift up their roaring. 
 
More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 
More majestic than the waves of the sea, 
Majestic on high is the Lord! 
 
Your decrees are very sure, 
Holiness befits your house, 
O Lord, forevermore. 
 

 *Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination    

O Lord, our creator, savior, and sustainer, use our Scripture today, the words that 
are spoken, and the words held in our hearts to guide us. Show us how to live more 
fully in your kingdom. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.  

 

The New Testament Reading:  John 18: 33-38a 

 

Text: 
 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?”  Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation 
and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?”  Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, 
my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But 
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”  Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.”  Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 

 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 



Musical Interlude   “The Canticle of the Turning (My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful 
Shout)” 
 

Sermon by Dr. Lou Smith 

 

The Response to God 

 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving      “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  #151 (red)         

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king 
through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified; 
no angels in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends their burning eye 

at mysteries so bright. 

 

Crown Him the Lord of peace; 
Whose power a scepter sways 

From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
Absorbed in prayer and praise: 

His reign shall know no end; 
And round His pierced feet 

Fair flowers of Paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 

 
Crown him the Lord of years, 

the potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 

ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity. 

Offering 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Preaching next week on the first Sunday in Advent, will be Bethany’s own Gil 

Faustel, who generously will share his talents and the Word of God with us.   
 The Thanksgiving Offering this year is being used to support the RCA  

Disaster Relief Fund to aid those struggling due to natural disasters around 
the world.  Your offering can either be put the special offering envelopes 
mailed or found in the narthex or can be in the form of loose change.  All 
loose change will be included in Bethany’s donation to the fund.   

 Tuesday will be the last day to order poinsettias to enhance the sanctuary 
prior to Christmas.  Anytime after the Christmas Eve Service they can be 
taken home to keep the spirit of Christmas alive in your home of in the home 
of a loved one for weeks or months to come.  To place your order, use the 
sign-up sheet in the narthex, email the church office 
(bethanyrca.info@gmail.com) or call the church office (518-482-7998).  The 
$10 cost for the 6” foil wrapped poinsettias can be placed in an envelope 
marked ”Poinsettia Plants” or mailed directly to the church.    

 Christine Sacco, the daughter of previously deceased Dorothy and Ernest 
Sacco, Sr., died last November 10 in her sleep.  Dorothy and Ernest were 
members of Bethany and frequently brought Christine, who had Down 
syndrome to church, when allowing people with disabilities to live a “normal” 
life was not a common practice.      

 Bethany wants to thank the friends of Winnie Burnett who gave a generous 
gift in her name for the 9th consecutive year.  It is definitely a reminder of 
what one, never married woman, with no children or surviving siblings can 
do to change the world.  She was an inspiration to all and her friends don’t 
want her forgotten by the church that took her in and loved her during her 
final years.    

 Advent is the beginning of the church year, and we’re celebrating by 
having a choir back!  Things are going to be a bit different, so here 
are the details: 
1) Rehearsal will be before the service, at 9:30.  We’ll be singing 
favorites that will not require a lot of rehearsal. 
2) Choir members will be wearing specially designed masks for 
singers, so that we don’t spew our aerosols over the congregation 
3) Choir members will be sitting in the congregation for the service, 
and coming up to the piano for the offertory to sing. 
4) It will be a throw-together choir, meaning that everyone is invited 



to sing.  It is our hope that, by not having an expectation of mid-week 
rehearsal, we can convince all who have a voice to sing with us. 
5) All choir members will have been fully vaccinated. 

 How about joining a group of Bethany folks to support Catherine and her 
husband Monk, in their debut as music director and actors in the Ghent 
Playhouse’s annual Panto production? This year’s production is “Rapunzel: 
The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”  More information is at the end of the bulletin, 
but if you are interested in joining the group that will carpool from the church 
parking lot next Sunday for the 2 o’clock matinee, the church secretary will 
try to secure a block of tickets (cost $28 each) for everyone wanting to join 
the group.  If you are interested, please call the church office at 518-482-
7998  Monday through Wednesday from 9:30-1:30 or email 
Bethanyrac.info@gmail.com.   
    

*Hymn of Parting       “Rejoice, the Lord is King”  #155  (red)  

Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

God’s kingdom cannot fail, 
Christ rules o'er earth and heav'n; 

The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus giv'n: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 

Rejoice in glorious hope! 
For Christ, the Judge shall come 

To glorify the saints 
For their eternal home: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

Closing Prayer 

O Lord, you are the light of the world and our future. Grant us the vision of your 
kingdom, forgiveness and new life, and the stirring of your Spirit so that we may 
hear your voice, share in the truth, proclaim your love, and change this world in the 
name of Christ. Amen. 

 



*Benediction  

Let the majesty of the Father 
be the light by which we walk, 
the compassion of the Son 
be the love by which we walk, 
the presence of the Spirit 
be the power by which we walk. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
And all God’s people say, 
Amen. 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

RAPUNZEL:  THE TALE OF A QUARAN-TEEN 
 

Presented at the Ghent Playhouse at 6 Town Hall Place, Ghent, NY, November 26-28, 
December 3-5, and December 10-12, 2021. Friday and Saturday evenings at 7:30, 
matinée on Sundays at 2.   
  
Come see our music director Catherine and her husband Monk (who is playing Tammy 
Faye Baker) in Ghent Playhouse’s annual Panto.  The Panto Loons’ family-friendly 
productions have all the elements of a traditional British pantomime:  audience 
participation (booing, hissing, cheering), local and national politics, great characters, 
wonderful songs and lots of cross-dressing.  Holiday fun for the whole family.  This year, 
see their “twist” on the famous Brothers Grimm fairytale, Rapunzel, the story of the girl 
all “tressed” up with nowhere to go… ‘cause she’s stuck in a tower with no doors, 
silly!!  Join us to see how it all turns out.  
 
Purchase individual tickets at https://ghentplayhouse.simpletix.com or call the church 
office before 1:30 on Wednesday and join a group of Bethany friends to travel next 
Sunday afternoon to Ghent for the Sunday matinée.  Proof of vaccination and wearing a 
mask in the theater is required. 
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Order of Worship 

November 21, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 

Sometimes we need to acknowledge the source of power and truth in our lives. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made 
heaven and earth. Amen.    

  

Call to Worship (Revelation1:4b-8) 

Grace to you and peace from God who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before God’s throne, and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the Earth. 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us 
to be a kingdom, priests serving His God and Father, to Him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. 

Look! He is coming with the clouds. 

Every eye will see him, even those who pierced him. 

The Lord God says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” 

The Lord God is the Almighty, who is and who was and who is to come. Let 
us worship God. 

 

*Opening Hymn    “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above” #476 (red) 

O worship the King all-glorious above, 
O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love: 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

O tell of God’s might and sing of God’s grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is God’s path on the wings of the storm. 

 

The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old; 

Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

 



Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

 

Invocation 

Holy God, we thank you for your majesty and your blessings. We ask you to touch 
each person joined for worship today with your love and truth. Inspire us to be like 
your followers of old, the faithful who shout for salvation. Guide us that we may 
know you, that we may experience your reign through the power of your humility 
and love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   

 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Creator God, forgive our moments of ingratitude, the spiritual blindness 
that prevents us from appreciating the wonder that is this world, the 
endless cycle of nature, of life and death and rebirth.  Forgive us for taking 
without giving, reaping without sowing. Open our eyes to see, our lips to 
praise, our hands to share.  May our feet tread lightly on the path we tread, 
and our footsteps be worthy of following, for they lead to you. 

Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the Good News: 

The majesty of the eternal King is beyond imagination. God’s power is beyond 
understanding.  The Creator God who shakes the heavens is also the God who 
holds us in his hands. God’s mercy is beyond our deserving.  The Savior God, born 
for us, once dead, is now risen in love.  We are forgiven and raised to new life and 
new ways of service, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Affirmation of Faith–Psalm 93 
Let us read in unison the words of the Psalmist:  
 
The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; 
The Lord is robed, he is girded with strength.  
He has established the world; it shall never be moved. 
 



Your throne is established from of old; 
You are from everlasting. 
 
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 
The floods have lifted up their voice; 
The floods lift up their roaring. 
 
More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 
More majestic than the waves of the sea, 
Majestic on high is the Lord! 
 
Your decrees are very sure, 
Holiness befits your house, 
O Lord, forevermore. 
 

 *Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination    

O Lord, our creator, savior, and sustainer, use our Scripture today, the words that 
are spoken, and the words held in our hearts to guide us. Show us how to live more 
fully in your kingdom. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.  

 

The New Testament Reading:  John 18: 33-38a 

 

Text: 
 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?”  Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation 
and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?”  Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, 
my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But 
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”  Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.”  Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 

 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 



Musical Interlude   “The Canticle of the Turning (My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful 
Shout)” 
 

Sermon by Dr. Lou Smith 

 

The Response to God 

 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving      “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  #151 (red)         

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king 
through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified; 
no angels in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends their burning eye 

at mysteries so bright. 

 

Crown Him the Lord of peace; 
Whose power a scepter sways 

From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
Absorbed in prayer and praise: 

His reign shall know no end; 
And round His pierced feet 

Fair flowers of Paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 

 
Crown him the Lord of years, 

the potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 

ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity. 

Offering 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Preaching next week on the first Sunday in Advent, will be Bethany’s own Gil 

Faustel, who generously will share his talents and the Word of God with us.   
 The Thanksgiving Offering this year is being used to support the RCA  

Disaster Relief Fund to aid those struggling due to natural disasters around 
the world.  Your offering can either be put the special offering envelopes 
mailed or found in the narthex or can be in the form of loose change.  All 
loose change will be included in Bethany’s donation to the fund.   

 Tuesday will be the last day to order poinsettias to enhance the sanctuary 
prior to Christmas.  Anytime after the Christmas Eve Service they can be 
taken home to keep the spirit of Christmas alive in your home of in the home 
of a loved one for weeks or months to come.  To place your order, use the 
sign-up sheet in the narthex, email the church office 
(bethanyrca.info@gmail.com) or call the church office (518-482-7998).  The 
$10 cost for the 6” foil wrapped poinsettias can be placed in an envelope 
marked ”Poinsettia Plants” or mailed directly to the church.    

 Christine Sacco, the daughter of previously deceased Dorothy and Ernest 
Sacco, Sr., died last November 10 in her sleep.  Dorothy and Ernest were 
members of Bethany and frequently brought Christine, who had Down 
syndrome to church, when allowing people with disabilities to live a “normal” 
life was not a common practice.      

 Bethany wants to thank the friends of Winnie Burnett who gave a generous 
gift in her name for the 9th consecutive year.  It is definitely a reminder of 
what one, never married woman, with no children or surviving siblings can 
do to change the world.  She was an inspiration to all and her friends don’t 
want her forgotten by the church that took her in and loved her during her 
final years.    

 Advent is the beginning of the church year, and we’re celebrating by 
having a choir back!  Things are going to be a bit different, so here 
are the details: 
1) Rehearsal will be before the service, at 9:30.  We’ll be singing 
favorites that will not require a lot of rehearsal. 
2) Choir members will be wearing specially designed masks for 
singers, so that we don’t spew our aerosols over the congregation 
3) Choir members will be sitting in the congregation for the service, 
and coming up to the piano for the offertory to sing. 
4) It will be a throw-together choir, meaning that everyone is invited 



to sing.  It is our hope that, by not having an expectation of mid-week 
rehearsal, we can convince all who have a voice to sing with us. 
5) All choir members will have been fully vaccinated. 

 How about joining a group of Bethany folks to support Catherine and her 
husband Monk, in their debut as music director and actors in the Ghent 
Playhouse’s annual Panto production? This year’s production is “Rapunzel: 
The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”  More information is at the end of the bulletin, 
but if you are interested in joining the group that will carpool from the church 
parking lot next Sunday for the 2 o’clock matinee, the church secretary will 
try to secure a block of tickets (cost $28 each) for everyone wanting to join 
the group.  If you are interested, please call the church office at 518-482-
7998  Monday through Wednesday from 9:30-1:30 or email 
Bethanyrac.info@gmail.com.   
    

*Hymn of Parting       “Rejoice, the Lord is King”  #155  (red)  

Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

God’s kingdom cannot fail, 
Christ rules o'er earth and heav'n; 

The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus giv'n: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 

Rejoice in glorious hope! 
For Christ, the Judge shall come 

To glorify the saints 
For their eternal home: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

Closing Prayer 

O Lord, you are the light of the world and our future. Grant us the vision of your 
kingdom, forgiveness and new life, and the stirring of your Spirit so that we may 
hear your voice, share in the truth, proclaim your love, and change this world in the 
name of Christ. Amen. 

 



*Benediction  

Let the majesty of the Father 
be the light by which we walk, 
the compassion of the Son 
be the love by which we walk, 
the presence of the Spirit 
be the power by which we walk. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
And all God’s people say, 
Amen. 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

RAPUNZEL:  THE TALE OF A QUARAN-TEEN 
 

Presented at the Ghent Playhouse at 6 Town Hall Place, Ghent, NY, November 26-28, 
December 3-5, and December 10-12, 2021. Friday and Saturday evenings at 7:30, 
matinée on Sundays at 2.   
  
Come see our music director Catherine and her husband Monk (who is playing Tammy 
Faye Baker) in Ghent Playhouse’s annual Panto.  The Panto Loons’ family-friendly 
productions have all the elements of a traditional British pantomime:  audience 
participation (booing, hissing, cheering), local and national politics, great characters, 
wonderful songs and lots of cross-dressing.  Holiday fun for the whole family.  This year, 
see their “twist” on the famous Brothers Grimm fairytale, Rapunzel, the story of the girl 
all “tressed” up with nowhere to go… ‘cause she’s stuck in a tower with no doors, 
silly!!  Join us to see how it all turns out.  
 
Purchase individual tickets at https://ghentplayhouse.simpletix.com or call the church 
office before 1:30 on Wednesday and join a group of Bethany friends to travel next 
Sunday afternoon to Ghent for the Sunday matinée.  Proof of vaccination and wearing a 
mask in the theater is required. 



 

 
 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols 
Pastor 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2021 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
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Order of Worship 

November 21, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 

Sometimes we need to acknowledge the source of power and truth in our lives. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made 
heaven and earth. Amen.    

  

Call to Worship (Revelation1:4b-8) 

Grace to you and peace from God who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before God’s throne, and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the Earth. 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us 
to be a kingdom, priests serving His God and Father, to Him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. 

Look! He is coming with the clouds. 

Every eye will see him, even those who pierced him. 

The Lord God says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” 

The Lord God is the Almighty, who is and who was and who is to come. Let 
us worship God. 

 

*Opening Hymn    “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above” #476 (red) 

O worship the King all-glorious above, 
O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love: 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

O tell of God’s might and sing of God’s grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is God’s path on the wings of the storm. 

 

The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old; 

Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

 



Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

 

Invocation 

Holy God, we thank you for your majesty and your blessings. We ask you to touch 
each person joined for worship today with your love and truth. Inspire us to be like 
your followers of old, the faithful who shout for salvation. Guide us that we may 
know you, that we may experience your reign through the power of your humility 
and love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   

 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Creator God, forgive our moments of ingratitude, the spiritual blindness 
that prevents us from appreciating the wonder that is this world, the 
endless cycle of nature, of life and death and rebirth.  Forgive us for taking 
without giving, reaping without sowing. Open our eyes to see, our lips to 
praise, our hands to share.  May our feet tread lightly on the path we tread, 
and our footsteps be worthy of following, for they lead to you. 

Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the Good News: 

The majesty of the eternal King is beyond imagination. God’s power is beyond 
understanding.  The Creator God who shakes the heavens is also the God who 
holds us in his hands. God’s mercy is beyond our deserving.  The Savior God, born 
for us, once dead, is now risen in love.  We are forgiven and raised to new life and 
new ways of service, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Affirmation of Faith–Psalm 93 
Let us read in unison the words of the Psalmist:  
 
The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; 
The Lord is robed, he is girded with strength.  
He has established the world; it shall never be moved. 
 



Your throne is established from of old; 
You are from everlasting. 
 
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 
The floods have lifted up their voice; 
The floods lift up their roaring. 
 
More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 
More majestic than the waves of the sea, 
Majestic on high is the Lord! 
 
Your decrees are very sure, 
Holiness befits your house, 
O Lord, forevermore. 
 

 *Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination    

O Lord, our creator, savior, and sustainer, use our Scripture today, the words that 
are spoken, and the words held in our hearts to guide us. Show us how to live more 
fully in your kingdom. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.  

 

The New Testament Reading:  John 18: 33-38a 

 

Text: 
 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?”  Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation 
and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?”  Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, 
my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But 
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”  Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.”  Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 

 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 



Musical Interlude   “The Canticle of the Turning (My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful 
Shout)” 
 

Sermon by Dr. Lou Smith 

 

The Response to God 

 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving      “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  #151 (red)         

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king 
through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified; 
no angels in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends their burning eye 

at mysteries so bright. 

 

Crown Him the Lord of peace; 
Whose power a scepter sways 

From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
Absorbed in prayer and praise: 

His reign shall know no end; 
And round His pierced feet 

Fair flowers of Paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 

 
Crown him the Lord of years, 

the potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 

ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity. 

Offering 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Preaching next week on the first Sunday in Advent, will be Bethany’s own Gil 

Faustel, who generously will share his talents and the Word of God with us.   
 The Thanksgiving Offering this year is being used to support the RCA  

Disaster Relief Fund to aid those struggling due to natural disasters around 
the world.  Your offering can either be put the special offering envelopes 
mailed or found in the narthex or can be in the form of loose change.  All 
loose change will be included in Bethany’s donation to the fund.   

 Tuesday will be the last day to order poinsettias to enhance the sanctuary 
prior to Christmas.  Anytime after the Christmas Eve Service they can be 
taken home to keep the spirit of Christmas alive in your home of in the home 
of a loved one for weeks or months to come.  To place your order, use the 
sign-up sheet in the narthex, email the church office 
(bethanyrca.info@gmail.com) or call the church office (518-482-7998).  The 
$10 cost for the 6” foil wrapped poinsettias can be placed in an envelope 
marked ”Poinsettia Plants” or mailed directly to the church.    

 Christine Sacco, the daughter of previously deceased Dorothy and Ernest 
Sacco, Sr., died last November 10 in her sleep.  Dorothy and Ernest were 
members of Bethany and frequently brought Christine, who had Down 
syndrome to church, when allowing people with disabilities to live a “normal” 
life was not a common practice.      

 Bethany wants to thank the friends of Winnie Burnett who gave a generous 
gift in her name for the 9th consecutive year.  It is definitely a reminder of 
what one, never married woman, with no children or surviving siblings can 
do to change the world.  She was an inspiration to all and her friends don’t 
want her forgotten by the church that took her in and loved her during her 
final years.    

 Advent is the beginning of the church year, and we’re celebrating by 
having a choir back!  Things are going to be a bit different, so here 
are the details: 
1) Rehearsal will be before the service, at 9:30.  We’ll be singing 
favorites that will not require a lot of rehearsal. 
2) Choir members will be wearing specially designed masks for 
singers, so that we don’t spew our aerosols over the congregation 
3) Choir members will be sitting in the congregation for the service, 
and coming up to the piano for the offertory to sing. 
4) It will be a throw-together choir, meaning that everyone is invited 



to sing.  It is our hope that, by not having an expectation of mid-week 
rehearsal, we can convince all who have a voice to sing with us. 
5) All choir members will have been fully vaccinated. 

 How about joining a group of Bethany folks to support Catherine and her 
husband Monk, in their debut as music director and actors in the Ghent 
Playhouse’s annual Panto production? This year’s production is “Rapunzel: 
The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”  More information is at the end of the bulletin, 
but if you are interested in joining the group that will carpool from the church 
parking lot next Sunday for the 2 o’clock matinee, the church secretary will 
try to secure a block of tickets (cost $28 each) for everyone wanting to join 
the group.  If you are interested, please call the church office at 518-482-
7998  Monday through Wednesday from 9:30-1:30 or email 
Bethanyrac.info@gmail.com.   
    

*Hymn of Parting       “Rejoice, the Lord is King”  #155  (red)  

Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

God’s kingdom cannot fail, 
Christ rules o'er earth and heav'n; 

The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus giv'n: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 

Rejoice in glorious hope! 
For Christ, the Judge shall come 

To glorify the saints 
For their eternal home: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

Closing Prayer 

O Lord, you are the light of the world and our future. Grant us the vision of your 
kingdom, forgiveness and new life, and the stirring of your Spirit so that we may 
hear your voice, share in the truth, proclaim your love, and change this world in the 
name of Christ. Amen. 

 



*Benediction  

Let the majesty of the Father 
be the light by which we walk, 
the compassion of the Son 
be the love by which we walk, 
the presence of the Spirit 
be the power by which we walk. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
And all God’s people say, 
Amen. 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

RAPUNZEL:  THE TALE OF A QUARAN-TEEN 
 

Presented at the Ghent Playhouse at 6 Town Hall Place, Ghent, NY, November 26-28, 
December 3-5, and December 10-12, 2021. Friday and Saturday evenings at 7:30, 
matinée on Sundays at 2.   
  
Come see our music director Catherine and her husband Monk (who is playing Tammy 
Faye Baker) in Ghent Playhouse’s annual Panto.  The Panto Loons’ family-friendly 
productions have all the elements of a traditional British pantomime:  audience 
participation (booing, hissing, cheering), local and national politics, great characters, 
wonderful songs and lots of cross-dressing.  Holiday fun for the whole family.  This year, 
see their “twist” on the famous Brothers Grimm fairytale, Rapunzel, the story of the girl 
all “tressed” up with nowhere to go… ‘cause she’s stuck in a tower with no doors, 
silly!!  Join us to see how it all turns out.  
 
Purchase individual tickets at https://ghentplayhouse.simpletix.com or call the church 
office before 1:30 on Wednesday and join a group of Bethany friends to travel next 
Sunday afternoon to Ghent for the Sunday matinée.  Proof of vaccination and wearing a 
mask in the theater is required. 
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Order of Worship 

November 21, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 

Sometimes we need to acknowledge the source of power and truth in our lives. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made 
heaven and earth. Amen.    

  

Call to Worship (Revelation1:4b-8) 

Grace to you and peace from God who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before God’s throne, and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the Earth. 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us 
to be a kingdom, priests serving His God and Father, to Him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. 

Look! He is coming with the clouds. 

Every eye will see him, even those who pierced him. 

The Lord God says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” 

The Lord God is the Almighty, who is and who was and who is to come. Let 
us worship God. 

 

*Opening Hymn    “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above” #476 (red) 

O worship the King all-glorious above, 
O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love: 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

O tell of God’s might and sing of God’s grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is God’s path on the wings of the storm. 

 

The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old; 

Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

 



Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

 

Invocation 

Holy God, we thank you for your majesty and your blessings. We ask you to touch 
each person joined for worship today with your love and truth. Inspire us to be like 
your followers of old, the faithful who shout for salvation. Guide us that we may 
know you, that we may experience your reign through the power of your humility 
and love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   

 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Creator God, forgive our moments of ingratitude, the spiritual blindness 
that prevents us from appreciating the wonder that is this world, the 
endless cycle of nature, of life and death and rebirth.  Forgive us for taking 
without giving, reaping without sowing. Open our eyes to see, our lips to 
praise, our hands to share.  May our feet tread lightly on the path we tread, 
and our footsteps be worthy of following, for they lead to you. 

Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the Good News: 

The majesty of the eternal King is beyond imagination. God’s power is beyond 
understanding.  The Creator God who shakes the heavens is also the God who 
holds us in his hands. God’s mercy is beyond our deserving.  The Savior God, born 
for us, once dead, is now risen in love.  We are forgiven and raised to new life and 
new ways of service, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Affirmation of Faith–Psalm 93 
Let us read in unison the words of the Psalmist:  
 
The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; 
The Lord is robed, he is girded with strength.  
He has established the world; it shall never be moved. 
 



Your throne is established from of old; 
You are from everlasting. 
 
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 
The floods have lifted up their voice; 
The floods lift up their roaring. 
 
More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 
More majestic than the waves of the sea, 
Majestic on high is the Lord! 
 
Your decrees are very sure, 
Holiness befits your house, 
O Lord, forevermore. 
 

 *Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination    

O Lord, our creator, savior, and sustainer, use our Scripture today, the words that 
are spoken, and the words held in our hearts to guide us. Show us how to live more 
fully in your kingdom. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.  

 

The New Testament Reading:  John 18: 33-38a 

 

Text: 
 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?”  Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation 
and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?”  Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, 
my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But 
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”  Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.”  Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 

 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 



Musical Interlude   “The Canticle of the Turning (My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful 
Shout)” 
 

Sermon by Dr. Lou Smith 

 

The Response to God 

 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving      “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  #151 (red)         

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king 
through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified; 
no angels in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends their burning eye 

at mysteries so bright. 

 

Crown Him the Lord of peace; 
Whose power a scepter sways 

From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
Absorbed in prayer and praise: 

His reign shall know no end; 
And round His pierced feet 

Fair flowers of Paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 

 
Crown him the Lord of years, 

the potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 

ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity. 

Offering 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Preaching next week on the first Sunday in Advent, will be Bethany’s own Gil 

Faustel, who generously will share his talents and the Word of God with us.   
 The Thanksgiving Offering this year is being used to support the RCA  

Disaster Relief Fund to aid those struggling due to natural disasters around 
the world.  Your offering can either be put the special offering envelopes 
mailed or found in the narthex or can be in the form of loose change.  All 
loose change will be included in Bethany’s donation to the fund.   

 Tuesday will be the last day to order poinsettias to enhance the sanctuary 
prior to Christmas.  Anytime after the Christmas Eve Service they can be 
taken home to keep the spirit of Christmas alive in your home of in the home 
of a loved one for weeks or months to come.  To place your order, use the 
sign-up sheet in the narthex, email the church office 
(bethanyrca.info@gmail.com) or call the church office (518-482-7998).  The 
$10 cost for the 6” foil wrapped poinsettias can be placed in an envelope 
marked ”Poinsettia Plants” or mailed directly to the church.    

 Christine Sacco, the daughter of previously deceased Dorothy and Ernest 
Sacco, Sr., died last November 10 in her sleep.  Dorothy and Ernest were 
members of Bethany and frequently brought Christine, who had Down 
syndrome to church, when allowing people with disabilities to live a “normal” 
life was not a common practice.      

 Bethany wants to thank the friends of Winnie Burnett who gave a generous 
gift in her name for the 9th consecutive year.  It is definitely a reminder of 
what one, never married woman, with no children or surviving siblings can 
do to change the world.  She was an inspiration to all and her friends don’t 
want her forgotten by the church that took her in and loved her during her 
final years.    

 Advent is the beginning of the church year, and we’re celebrating by 
having a choir back!  Things are going to be a bit different, so here 
are the details: 
1) Rehearsal will be before the service, at 9:30.  We’ll be singing 
favorites that will not require a lot of rehearsal. 
2) Choir members will be wearing specially designed masks for 
singers, so that we don’t spew our aerosols over the congregation 
3) Choir members will be sitting in the congregation for the service, 
and coming up to the piano for the offertory to sing. 
4) It will be a throw-together choir, meaning that everyone is invited 



to sing.  It is our hope that, by not having an expectation of mid-week 
rehearsal, we can convince all who have a voice to sing with us. 
5) All choir members will have been fully vaccinated. 

 How about joining a group of Bethany folks to support Catherine and her 
husband Monk, in their debut as music director and actors in the Ghent 
Playhouse’s annual Panto production? This year’s production is “Rapunzel: 
The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”  More information is at the end of the bulletin, 
but if you are interested in joining the group that will carpool from the church 
parking lot next Sunday for the 2 o’clock matinee, the church secretary will 
try to secure a block of tickets (cost $28 each) for everyone wanting to join 
the group.  If you are interested, please call the church office at 518-482-
7998  Monday through Wednesday from 9:30-1:30 or email 
Bethanyrac.info@gmail.com.   
    

*Hymn of Parting       “Rejoice, the Lord is King”  #155  (red)  

Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

God’s kingdom cannot fail, 
Christ rules o'er earth and heav'n; 

The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus giv'n: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 

Rejoice in glorious hope! 
For Christ, the Judge shall come 

To glorify the saints 
For their eternal home: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

Closing Prayer 

O Lord, you are the light of the world and our future. Grant us the vision of your 
kingdom, forgiveness and new life, and the stirring of your Spirit so that we may 
hear your voice, share in the truth, proclaim your love, and change this world in the 
name of Christ. Amen. 

 



*Benediction  

Let the majesty of the Father 
be the light by which we walk, 
the compassion of the Son 
be the love by which we walk, 
the presence of the Spirit 
be the power by which we walk. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
And all God’s people say, 
Amen. 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

RAPUNZEL:  THE TALE OF A QUARAN-TEEN 
 

Presented at the Ghent Playhouse at 6 Town Hall Place, Ghent, NY, November 26-28, 
December 3-5, and December 10-12, 2021. Friday and Saturday evenings at 7:30, 
matinée on Sundays at 2.   
  
Come see our music director Catherine and her husband Monk (who is playing Tammy 
Faye Baker) in Ghent Playhouse’s annual Panto.  The Panto Loons’ family-friendly 
productions have all the elements of a traditional British pantomime:  audience 
participation (booing, hissing, cheering), local and national politics, great characters, 
wonderful songs and lots of cross-dressing.  Holiday fun for the whole family.  This year, 
see their “twist” on the famous Brothers Grimm fairytale, Rapunzel, the story of the girl 
all “tressed” up with nowhere to go… ‘cause she’s stuck in a tower with no doors, 
silly!!  Join us to see how it all turns out.  
 
Purchase individual tickets at https://ghentplayhouse.simpletix.com or call the church 
office before 1:30 on Wednesday and join a group of Bethany friends to travel next 
Sunday afternoon to Ghent for the Sunday matinée.  Proof of vaccination and wearing a 
mask in the theater is required. 



 

 
 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols 
Pastor 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2021 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 

Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 
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Order of Worship 

November 21, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 

Sometimes we need to acknowledge the source of power and truth in our lives. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made 
heaven and earth. Amen.    

  

Call to Worship (Revelation1:4b-8) 

Grace to you and peace from God who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before God’s throne, and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the Earth. 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us 
to be a kingdom, priests serving His God and Father, to Him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. 

Look! He is coming with the clouds. 

Every eye will see him, even those who pierced him. 

The Lord God says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” 

The Lord God is the Almighty, who is and who was and who is to come. Let 
us worship God. 

 

*Opening Hymn    “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above” #476 (red) 

O worship the King all-glorious above, 
O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love: 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

O tell of God’s might and sing of God’s grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is God’s path on the wings of the storm. 

 

The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old; 

Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

 



Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

 

Invocation 

Holy God, we thank you for your majesty and your blessings. We ask you to touch 
each person joined for worship today with your love and truth. Inspire us to be like 
your followers of old, the faithful who shout for salvation. Guide us that we may 
know you, that we may experience your reign through the power of your humility 
and love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   

 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Creator God, forgive our moments of ingratitude, the spiritual blindness 
that prevents us from appreciating the wonder that is this world, the 
endless cycle of nature, of life and death and rebirth.  Forgive us for taking 
without giving, reaping without sowing. Open our eyes to see, our lips to 
praise, our hands to share.  May our feet tread lightly on the path we tread, 
and our footsteps be worthy of following, for they lead to you. 

Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the Good News: 

The majesty of the eternal King is beyond imagination. God’s power is beyond 
understanding.  The Creator God who shakes the heavens is also the God who 
holds us in his hands. God’s mercy is beyond our deserving.  The Savior God, born 
for us, once dead, is now risen in love.  We are forgiven and raised to new life and 
new ways of service, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Affirmation of Faith–Psalm 93 
Let us read in unison the words of the Psalmist:  
 
The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; 
The Lord is robed, he is girded with strength.  
He has established the world; it shall never be moved. 
 



Your throne is established from of old; 
You are from everlasting. 
 
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 
The floods have lifted up their voice; 
The floods lift up their roaring. 
 
More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 
More majestic than the waves of the sea, 
Majestic on high is the Lord! 
 
Your decrees are very sure, 
Holiness befits your house, 
O Lord, forevermore. 
 

 *Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination    

O Lord, our creator, savior, and sustainer, use our Scripture today, the words that 
are spoken, and the words held in our hearts to guide us. Show us how to live more 
fully in your kingdom. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.  

 

The New Testament Reading:  John 18: 33-38a 

 

Text: 
 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?”  Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation 
and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?”  Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, 
my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But 
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”  Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.”  Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 

 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 



Musical Interlude   “The Canticle of the Turning (My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful 
Shout)” 
 

Sermon by Dr. Lou Smith 

 

The Response to God 

 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving      “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  #151 (red)         

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king 
through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified; 
no angels in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends their burning eye 

at mysteries so bright. 

 

Crown Him the Lord of peace; 
Whose power a scepter sways 

From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
Absorbed in prayer and praise: 

His reign shall know no end; 
And round His pierced feet 

Fair flowers of Paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 

 
Crown him the Lord of years, 

the potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 

ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity. 

Offering 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Preaching next week on the first Sunday in Advent, will be Bethany’s own Gil 

Faustel, who generously will share his talents and the Word of God with us.   
 The Thanksgiving Offering this year is being used to support the RCA  

Disaster Relief Fund to aid those struggling due to natural disasters around 
the world.  Your offering can either be put the special offering envelopes 
mailed or found in the narthex or can be in the form of loose change.  All 
loose change will be included in Bethany’s donation to the fund.   

 Tuesday will be the last day to order poinsettias to enhance the sanctuary 
prior to Christmas.  Anytime after the Christmas Eve Service they can be 
taken home to keep the spirit of Christmas alive in your home of in the home 
of a loved one for weeks or months to come.  To place your order, use the 
sign-up sheet in the narthex, email the church office 
(bethanyrca.info@gmail.com) or call the church office (518-482-7998).  The 
$10 cost for the 6” foil wrapped poinsettias can be placed in an envelope 
marked ”Poinsettia Plants” or mailed directly to the church.    

 Christine Sacco, the daughter of previously deceased Dorothy and Ernest 
Sacco, Sr., died last November 10 in her sleep.  Dorothy and Ernest were 
members of Bethany and frequently brought Christine, who had Down 
syndrome to church, when allowing people with disabilities to live a “normal” 
life was not a common practice.      

 Bethany wants to thank the friends of Winnie Burnett who gave a generous 
gift in her name for the 9th consecutive year.  It is definitely a reminder of 
what one, never married woman, with no children or surviving siblings can 
do to change the world.  She was an inspiration to all and her friends don’t 
want her forgotten by the church that took her in and loved her during her 
final years.    

 Advent is the beginning of the church year, and we’re celebrating by 
having a choir back!  Things are going to be a bit different, so here 
are the details: 
1) Rehearsal will be before the service, at 9:30.  We’ll be singing 
favorites that will not require a lot of rehearsal. 
2) Choir members will be wearing specially designed masks for 
singers, so that we don’t spew our aerosols over the congregation 
3) Choir members will be sitting in the congregation for the service, 
and coming up to the piano for the offertory to sing. 
4) It will be a throw-together choir, meaning that everyone is invited 



to sing.  It is our hope that, by not having an expectation of mid-week 
rehearsal, we can convince all who have a voice to sing with us. 
5) All choir members will have been fully vaccinated. 

 How about joining a group of Bethany folks to support Catherine and her 
husband Monk, in their debut as music director and actors in the Ghent 
Playhouse’s annual Panto production? This year’s production is “Rapunzel: 
The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”  More information is at the end of the bulletin, 
but if you are interested in joining the group that will carpool from the church 
parking lot next Sunday for the 2 o’clock matinee, the church secretary will 
try to secure a block of tickets (cost $28 each) for everyone wanting to join 
the group.  If you are interested, please call the church office at 518-482-
7998  Monday through Wednesday from 9:30-1:30 or email 
Bethanyrac.info@gmail.com.   
    

*Hymn of Parting       “Rejoice, the Lord is King”  #155  (red)  

Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

God’s kingdom cannot fail, 
Christ rules o'er earth and heav'n; 

The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus giv'n: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 

Rejoice in glorious hope! 
For Christ, the Judge shall come 

To glorify the saints 
For their eternal home: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

Closing Prayer 

O Lord, you are the light of the world and our future. Grant us the vision of your 
kingdom, forgiveness and new life, and the stirring of your Spirit so that we may 
hear your voice, share in the truth, proclaim your love, and change this world in the 
name of Christ. Amen. 

 



*Benediction  

Let the majesty of the Father 
be the light by which we walk, 
the compassion of the Son 
be the love by which we walk, 
the presence of the Spirit 
be the power by which we walk. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
And all God’s people say, 
Amen. 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

RAPUNZEL:  THE TALE OF A QUARAN-TEEN 
 

Presented at the Ghent Playhouse at 6 Town Hall Place, Ghent, NY, November 26-28, 
December 3-5, and December 10-12, 2021. Friday and Saturday evenings at 7:30, 
matinée on Sundays at 2.   
  
Come see our music director Catherine and her husband Monk (who is playing Tammy 
Faye Baker) in Ghent Playhouse’s annual Panto.  The Panto Loons’ family-friendly 
productions have all the elements of a traditional British pantomime:  audience 
participation (booing, hissing, cheering), local and national politics, great characters, 
wonderful songs and lots of cross-dressing.  Holiday fun for the whole family.  This year, 
see their “twist” on the famous Brothers Grimm fairytale, Rapunzel, the story of the girl 
all “tressed” up with nowhere to go… ‘cause she’s stuck in a tower with no doors, 
silly!!  Join us to see how it all turns out.  
 
Purchase individual tickets at https://ghentplayhouse.simpletix.com or call the church 
office before 1:30 on Wednesday and join a group of Bethany friends to travel next 
Sunday afternoon to Ghent for the Sunday matinée.  Proof of vaccination and wearing a 
mask in the theater is required. 
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Order of Worship 

November 21, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 

Sometimes we need to acknowledge the source of power and truth in our lives. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made 
heaven and earth. Amen.    

  

Call to Worship (Revelation1:4b-8) 

Grace to you and peace from God who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before God’s throne, and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the Earth. 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us 
to be a kingdom, priests serving His God and Father, to Him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. 

Look! He is coming with the clouds. 

Every eye will see him, even those who pierced him. 

The Lord God says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” 

The Lord God is the Almighty, who is and who was and who is to come. Let 
us worship God. 

 

*Opening Hymn    “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above” #476 (red) 

O worship the King all-glorious above, 
O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love: 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

O tell of God’s might and sing of God’s grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is God’s path on the wings of the storm. 

 

The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old; 

Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

 



Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

 

Invocation 

Holy God, we thank you for your majesty and your blessings. We ask you to touch 
each person joined for worship today with your love and truth. Inspire us to be like 
your followers of old, the faithful who shout for salvation. Guide us that we may 
know you, that we may experience your reign through the power of your humility 
and love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   

 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Creator God, forgive our moments of ingratitude, the spiritual blindness 
that prevents us from appreciating the wonder that is this world, the 
endless cycle of nature, of life and death and rebirth.  Forgive us for taking 
without giving, reaping without sowing. Open our eyes to see, our lips to 
praise, our hands to share.  May our feet tread lightly on the path we tread, 
and our footsteps be worthy of following, for they lead to you. 

Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the Good News: 

The majesty of the eternal King is beyond imagination. God’s power is beyond 
understanding.  The Creator God who shakes the heavens is also the God who 
holds us in his hands. God’s mercy is beyond our deserving.  The Savior God, born 
for us, once dead, is now risen in love.  We are forgiven and raised to new life and 
new ways of service, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Affirmation of Faith–Psalm 93 
Let us read in unison the words of the Psalmist:  
 
The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; 
The Lord is robed, he is girded with strength.  
He has established the world; it shall never be moved. 
 



Your throne is established from of old; 
You are from everlasting. 
 
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 
The floods have lifted up their voice; 
The floods lift up their roaring. 
 
More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 
More majestic than the waves of the sea, 
Majestic on high is the Lord! 
 
Your decrees are very sure, 
Holiness befits your house, 
O Lord, forevermore. 
 

 *Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination    

O Lord, our creator, savior, and sustainer, use our Scripture today, the words that 
are spoken, and the words held in our hearts to guide us. Show us how to live more 
fully in your kingdom. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.  

 

The New Testament Reading:  John 18: 33-38a 

 

Text: 
 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?”  Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation 
and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?”  Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, 
my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But 
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”  Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.”  Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 

 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 



Musical Interlude   “The Canticle of the Turning (My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful 
Shout)” 
 

Sermon by Dr. Lou Smith 

 

The Response to God 

 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving      “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  #151 (red)         

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king 
through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified; 
no angels in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends their burning eye 

at mysteries so bright. 

 

Crown Him the Lord of peace; 
Whose power a scepter sways 

From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
Absorbed in prayer and praise: 

His reign shall know no end; 
And round His pierced feet 

Fair flowers of Paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 

 
Crown him the Lord of years, 

the potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 

ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity. 

Offering 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Preaching next week on the first Sunday in Advent, will be Bethany’s own Gil 

Faustel, who generously will share his talents and the Word of God with us.   
 The Thanksgiving Offering this year is being used to support the RCA  

Disaster Relief Fund to aid those struggling due to natural disasters around 
the world.  Your offering can either be put the special offering envelopes 
mailed or found in the narthex or can be in the form of loose change.  All 
loose change will be included in Bethany’s donation to the fund.   

 Tuesday will be the last day to order poinsettias to enhance the sanctuary 
prior to Christmas.  Anytime after the Christmas Eve Service they can be 
taken home to keep the spirit of Christmas alive in your home of in the home 
of a loved one for weeks or months to come.  To place your order, use the 
sign-up sheet in the narthex, email the church office 
(bethanyrca.info@gmail.com) or call the church office (518-482-7998).  The 
$10 cost for the 6” foil wrapped poinsettias can be placed in an envelope 
marked ”Poinsettia Plants” or mailed directly to the church.    

 Christine Sacco, the daughter of previously deceased Dorothy and Ernest 
Sacco, Sr., died last November 10 in her sleep.  Dorothy and Ernest were 
members of Bethany and frequently brought Christine, who had Down 
syndrome to church, when allowing people with disabilities to live a “normal” 
life was not a common practice.      

 Bethany wants to thank the friends of Winnie Burnett who gave a generous 
gift in her name for the 9th consecutive year.  It is definitely a reminder of 
what one, never married woman, with no children or surviving siblings can 
do to change the world.  She was an inspiration to all and her friends don’t 
want her forgotten by the church that took her in and loved her during her 
final years.    

 Advent is the beginning of the church year, and we’re celebrating by 
having a choir back!  Things are going to be a bit different, so here 
are the details: 
1) Rehearsal will be before the service, at 9:30.  We’ll be singing 
favorites that will not require a lot of rehearsal. 
2) Choir members will be wearing specially designed masks for 
singers, so that we don’t spew our aerosols over the congregation 
3) Choir members will be sitting in the congregation for the service, 
and coming up to the piano for the offertory to sing. 
4) It will be a throw-together choir, meaning that everyone is invited 



to sing.  It is our hope that, by not having an expectation of mid-week 
rehearsal, we can convince all who have a voice to sing with us. 
5) All choir members will have been fully vaccinated. 

 How about joining a group of Bethany folks to support Catherine and her 
husband Monk, in their debut as music director and actors in the Ghent 
Playhouse’s annual Panto production? This year’s production is “Rapunzel: 
The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”  More information is at the end of the bulletin, 
but if you are interested in joining the group that will carpool from the church 
parking lot next Sunday for the 2 o’clock matinee, the church secretary will 
try to secure a block of tickets (cost $28 each) for everyone wanting to join 
the group.  If you are interested, please call the church office at 518-482-
7998  Monday through Wednesday from 9:30-1:30 or email 
Bethanyrac.info@gmail.com.   
    

*Hymn of Parting       “Rejoice, the Lord is King”  #155  (red)  

Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

God’s kingdom cannot fail, 
Christ rules o'er earth and heav'n; 

The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus giv'n: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 

Rejoice in glorious hope! 
For Christ, the Judge shall come 

To glorify the saints 
For their eternal home: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

Closing Prayer 

O Lord, you are the light of the world and our future. Grant us the vision of your 
kingdom, forgiveness and new life, and the stirring of your Spirit so that we may 
hear your voice, share in the truth, proclaim your love, and change this world in the 
name of Christ. Amen. 

 



*Benediction  

Let the majesty of the Father 
be the light by which we walk, 
the compassion of the Son 
be the love by which we walk, 
the presence of the Spirit 
be the power by which we walk. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
And all God’s people say, 
Amen. 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

RAPUNZEL:  THE TALE OF A QUARAN-TEEN 
 

Presented at the Ghent Playhouse at 6 Town Hall Place, Ghent, NY, November 26-28, 
December 3-5, and December 10-12, 2021. Friday and Saturday evenings at 7:30, 
matinée on Sundays at 2.   
  
Come see our music director Catherine and her husband Monk (who is playing Tammy 
Faye Baker) in Ghent Playhouse’s annual Panto.  The Panto Loons’ family-friendly 
productions have all the elements of a traditional British pantomime:  audience 
participation (booing, hissing, cheering), local and national politics, great characters, 
wonderful songs and lots of cross-dressing.  Holiday fun for the whole family.  This year, 
see their “twist” on the famous Brothers Grimm fairytale, Rapunzel, the story of the girl 
all “tressed” up with nowhere to go… ‘cause she’s stuck in a tower with no doors, 
silly!!  Join us to see how it all turns out.  
 
Purchase individual tickets at https://ghentplayhouse.simpletix.com or call the church 
office before 1:30 on Wednesday and join a group of Bethany friends to travel next 
Sunday afternoon to Ghent for the Sunday matinée.  Proof of vaccination and wearing a 
mask in the theater is required. 
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Pastor 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2021 Consistory Members 
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Order of Worship 

November 21, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 

Sometimes we need to acknowledge the source of power and truth in our lives. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made 
heaven and earth. Amen.    

  

Call to Worship (Revelation1:4b-8) 

Grace to you and peace from God who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before God’s throne, and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the Earth. 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us 
to be a kingdom, priests serving His God and Father, to Him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. 

Look! He is coming with the clouds. 

Every eye will see him, even those who pierced him. 

The Lord God says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” 

The Lord God is the Almighty, who is and who was and who is to come. Let 
us worship God. 

 

*Opening Hymn    “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above” #476 (red) 

O worship the King all-glorious above, 
O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love: 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

O tell of God’s might and sing of God’s grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is God’s path on the wings of the storm. 

 

The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old; 

Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

 



Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

 

Invocation 

Holy God, we thank you for your majesty and your blessings. We ask you to touch 
each person joined for worship today with your love and truth. Inspire us to be like 
your followers of old, the faithful who shout for salvation. Guide us that we may 
know you, that we may experience your reign through the power of your humility 
and love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   

 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Creator God, forgive our moments of ingratitude, the spiritual blindness 
that prevents us from appreciating the wonder that is this world, the 
endless cycle of nature, of life and death and rebirth.  Forgive us for taking 
without giving, reaping without sowing. Open our eyes to see, our lips to 
praise, our hands to share.  May our feet tread lightly on the path we tread, 
and our footsteps be worthy of following, for they lead to you. 

Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the Good News: 

The majesty of the eternal King is beyond imagination. God’s power is beyond 
understanding.  The Creator God who shakes the heavens is also the God who 
holds us in his hands. God’s mercy is beyond our deserving.  The Savior God, born 
for us, once dead, is now risen in love.  We are forgiven and raised to new life and 
new ways of service, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Affirmation of Faith–Psalm 93 
Let us read in unison the words of the Psalmist:  
 
The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; 
The Lord is robed, he is girded with strength.  
He has established the world; it shall never be moved. 
 



Your throne is established from of old; 
You are from everlasting. 
 
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 
The floods have lifted up their voice; 
The floods lift up their roaring. 
 
More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 
More majestic than the waves of the sea, 
Majestic on high is the Lord! 
 
Your decrees are very sure, 
Holiness befits your house, 
O Lord, forevermore. 
 

 *Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination    

O Lord, our creator, savior, and sustainer, use our Scripture today, the words that 
are spoken, and the words held in our hearts to guide us. Show us how to live more 
fully in your kingdom. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.  

 

The New Testament Reading:  John 18: 33-38a 

 

Text: 
 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?”  Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation 
and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?”  Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, 
my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But 
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”  Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.”  Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 

 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 



Musical Interlude   “The Canticle of the Turning (My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful 
Shout)” 
 

Sermon by Dr. Lou Smith 

 

The Response to God 

 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving      “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  #151 (red)         

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king 
through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified; 
no angels in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends their burning eye 

at mysteries so bright. 

 

Crown Him the Lord of peace; 
Whose power a scepter sways 

From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
Absorbed in prayer and praise: 

His reign shall know no end; 
And round His pierced feet 

Fair flowers of Paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 

 
Crown him the Lord of years, 

the potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 

ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity. 

Offering 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Preaching next week on the first Sunday in Advent, will be Bethany’s own Gil 

Faustel, who generously will share his talents and the Word of God with us.   
 The Thanksgiving Offering this year is being used to support the RCA  

Disaster Relief Fund to aid those struggling due to natural disasters around 
the world.  Your offering can either be put the special offering envelopes 
mailed or found in the narthex or can be in the form of loose change.  All 
loose change will be included in Bethany’s donation to the fund.   

 Tuesday will be the last day to order poinsettias to enhance the sanctuary 
prior to Christmas.  Anytime after the Christmas Eve Service they can be 
taken home to keep the spirit of Christmas alive in your home of in the home 
of a loved one for weeks or months to come.  To place your order, use the 
sign-up sheet in the narthex, email the church office 
(bethanyrca.info@gmail.com) or call the church office (518-482-7998).  The 
$10 cost for the 6” foil wrapped poinsettias can be placed in an envelope 
marked ”Poinsettia Plants” or mailed directly to the church.    

 Christine Sacco, the daughter of previously deceased Dorothy and Ernest 
Sacco, Sr., died last November 10 in her sleep.  Dorothy and Ernest were 
members of Bethany and frequently brought Christine, who had Down 
syndrome to church, when allowing people with disabilities to live a “normal” 
life was not a common practice.      

 Bethany wants to thank the friends of Winnie Burnett who gave a generous 
gift in her name for the 9th consecutive year.  It is definitely a reminder of 
what one, never married woman, with no children or surviving siblings can 
do to change the world.  She was an inspiration to all and her friends don’t 
want her forgotten by the church that took her in and loved her during her 
final years.    

 Advent is the beginning of the church year, and we’re celebrating by 
having a choir back!  Things are going to be a bit different, so here 
are the details: 
1) Rehearsal will be before the service, at 9:30.  We’ll be singing 
favorites that will not require a lot of rehearsal. 
2) Choir members will be wearing specially designed masks for 
singers, so that we don’t spew our aerosols over the congregation 
3) Choir members will be sitting in the congregation for the service, 
and coming up to the piano for the offertory to sing. 
4) It will be a throw-together choir, meaning that everyone is invited 



to sing.  It is our hope that, by not having an expectation of mid-week 
rehearsal, we can convince all who have a voice to sing with us. 
5) All choir members will have been fully vaccinated. 

 How about joining a group of Bethany folks to support Catherine and her 
husband Monk, in their debut as music director and actors in the Ghent 
Playhouse’s annual Panto production? This year’s production is “Rapunzel: 
The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”  More information is at the end of the bulletin, 
but if you are interested in joining the group that will carpool from the church 
parking lot next Sunday for the 2 o’clock matinee, the church secretary will 
try to secure a block of tickets (cost $28 each) for everyone wanting to join 
the group.  If you are interested, please call the church office at 518-482-
7998  Monday through Wednesday from 9:30-1:30 or email 
Bethanyrac.info@gmail.com.   
    

*Hymn of Parting       “Rejoice, the Lord is King”  #155  (red)  

Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

God’s kingdom cannot fail, 
Christ rules o'er earth and heav'n; 

The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus giv'n: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 

Rejoice in glorious hope! 
For Christ, the Judge shall come 

To glorify the saints 
For their eternal home: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

Closing Prayer 

O Lord, you are the light of the world and our future. Grant us the vision of your 
kingdom, forgiveness and new life, and the stirring of your Spirit so that we may 
hear your voice, share in the truth, proclaim your love, and change this world in the 
name of Christ. Amen. 

 



*Benediction  

Let the majesty of the Father 
be the light by which we walk, 
the compassion of the Son 
be the love by which we walk, 
the presence of the Spirit 
be the power by which we walk. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
And all God’s people say, 
Amen. 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

RAPUNZEL:  THE TALE OF A QUARAN-TEEN 
 

Presented at the Ghent Playhouse at 6 Town Hall Place, Ghent, NY, November 26-28, 
December 3-5, and December 10-12, 2021. Friday and Saturday evenings at 7:30, 
matinée on Sundays at 2.   
  
Come see our music director Catherine and her husband Monk (who is playing Tammy 
Faye Baker) in Ghent Playhouse’s annual Panto.  The Panto Loons’ family-friendly 
productions have all the elements of a traditional British pantomime:  audience 
participation (booing, hissing, cheering), local and national politics, great characters, 
wonderful songs and lots of cross-dressing.  Holiday fun for the whole family.  This year, 
see their “twist” on the famous Brothers Grimm fairytale, Rapunzel, the story of the girl 
all “tressed” up with nowhere to go… ‘cause she’s stuck in a tower with no doors, 
silly!!  Join us to see how it all turns out.  
 
Purchase individual tickets at https://ghentplayhouse.simpletix.com or call the church 
office before 1:30 on Wednesday and join a group of Bethany friends to travel next 
Sunday afternoon to Ghent for the Sunday matinée.  Proof of vaccination and wearing a 
mask in the theater is required. 
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Order of Worship 

November 21, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 

Sometimes we need to acknowledge the source of power and truth in our lives. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made 
heaven and earth. Amen.    

  

Call to Worship (Revelation1:4b-8) 

Grace to you and peace from God who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before God’s throne, and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the Earth. 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us 
to be a kingdom, priests serving His God and Father, to Him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. 

Look! He is coming with the clouds. 

Every eye will see him, even those who pierced him. 

The Lord God says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” 

The Lord God is the Almighty, who is and who was and who is to come. Let 
us worship God. 

 

*Opening Hymn    “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above” #476 (red) 

O worship the King all-glorious above, 
O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love: 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

O tell of God’s might and sing of God’s grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is God’s path on the wings of the storm. 

 

The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old; 

Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

 



Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

 

Invocation 

Holy God, we thank you for your majesty and your blessings. We ask you to touch 
each person joined for worship today with your love and truth. Inspire us to be like 
your followers of old, the faithful who shout for salvation. Guide us that we may 
know you, that we may experience your reign through the power of your humility 
and love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   

 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Creator God, forgive our moments of ingratitude, the spiritual blindness 
that prevents us from appreciating the wonder that is this world, the 
endless cycle of nature, of life and death and rebirth.  Forgive us for taking 
without giving, reaping without sowing. Open our eyes to see, our lips to 
praise, our hands to share.  May our feet tread lightly on the path we tread, 
and our footsteps be worthy of following, for they lead to you. 

Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the Good News: 

The majesty of the eternal King is beyond imagination. God’s power is beyond 
understanding.  The Creator God who shakes the heavens is also the God who 
holds us in his hands. God’s mercy is beyond our deserving.  The Savior God, born 
for us, once dead, is now risen in love.  We are forgiven and raised to new life and 
new ways of service, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Affirmation of Faith–Psalm 93 
Let us read in unison the words of the Psalmist:  
 
The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; 
The Lord is robed, he is girded with strength.  
He has established the world; it shall never be moved. 
 



Your throne is established from of old; 
You are from everlasting. 
 
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 
The floods have lifted up their voice; 
The floods lift up their roaring. 
 
More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 
More majestic than the waves of the sea, 
Majestic on high is the Lord! 
 
Your decrees are very sure, 
Holiness befits your house, 
O Lord, forevermore. 
 

 *Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination    

O Lord, our creator, savior, and sustainer, use our Scripture today, the words that 
are spoken, and the words held in our hearts to guide us. Show us how to live more 
fully in your kingdom. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.  

 

The New Testament Reading:  John 18: 33-38a 

 

Text: 
 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?”  Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation 
and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?”  Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, 
my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But 
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”  Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.”  Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 

 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 



Musical Interlude   “The Canticle of the Turning (My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful 
Shout)” 
 

Sermon by Dr. Lou Smith 

 

The Response to God 

 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving      “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  #151 (red)         

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king 
through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified; 
no angels in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends their burning eye 

at mysteries so bright. 

 

Crown Him the Lord of peace; 
Whose power a scepter sways 

From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
Absorbed in prayer and praise: 

His reign shall know no end; 
And round His pierced feet 

Fair flowers of Paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 

 
Crown him the Lord of years, 

the potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 

ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity. 

Offering 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Preaching next week on the first Sunday in Advent, will be Bethany’s own Gil 

Faustel, who generously will share his talents and the Word of God with us.   
 The Thanksgiving Offering this year is being used to support the RCA  

Disaster Relief Fund to aid those struggling due to natural disasters around 
the world.  Your offering can either be put the special offering envelopes 
mailed or found in the narthex or can be in the form of loose change.  All 
loose change will be included in Bethany’s donation to the fund.   

 Tuesday will be the last day to order poinsettias to enhance the sanctuary 
prior to Christmas.  Anytime after the Christmas Eve Service they can be 
taken home to keep the spirit of Christmas alive in your home of in the home 
of a loved one for weeks or months to come.  To place your order, use the 
sign-up sheet in the narthex, email the church office 
(bethanyrca.info@gmail.com) or call the church office (518-482-7998).  The 
$10 cost for the 6” foil wrapped poinsettias can be placed in an envelope 
marked ”Poinsettia Plants” or mailed directly to the church.    

 Christine Sacco, the daughter of previously deceased Dorothy and Ernest 
Sacco, Sr., died last November 10 in her sleep.  Dorothy and Ernest were 
members of Bethany and frequently brought Christine, who had Down 
syndrome to church, when allowing people with disabilities to live a “normal” 
life was not a common practice.      

 Bethany wants to thank the friends of Winnie Burnett who gave a generous 
gift in her name for the 9th consecutive year.  It is definitely a reminder of 
what one, never married woman, with no children or surviving siblings can 
do to change the world.  She was an inspiration to all and her friends don’t 
want her forgotten by the church that took her in and loved her during her 
final years.    

 Advent is the beginning of the church year, and we’re celebrating by 
having a choir back!  Things are going to be a bit different, so here 
are the details: 
1) Rehearsal will be before the service, at 9:30.  We’ll be singing 
favorites that will not require a lot of rehearsal. 
2) Choir members will be wearing specially designed masks for 
singers, so that we don’t spew our aerosols over the congregation 
3) Choir members will be sitting in the congregation for the service, 
and coming up to the piano for the offertory to sing. 
4) It will be a throw-together choir, meaning that everyone is invited 



to sing.  It is our hope that, by not having an expectation of mid-week 
rehearsal, we can convince all who have a voice to sing with us. 
5) All choir members will have been fully vaccinated. 

 How about joining a group of Bethany folks to support Catherine and her 
husband Monk, in their debut as music director and actors in the Ghent 
Playhouse’s annual Panto production? This year’s production is “Rapunzel: 
The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”  More information is at the end of the bulletin, 
but if you are interested in joining the group that will carpool from the church 
parking lot next Sunday for the 2 o’clock matinee, the church secretary will 
try to secure a block of tickets (cost $28 each) for everyone wanting to join 
the group.  If you are interested, please call the church office at 518-482-
7998  Monday through Wednesday from 9:30-1:30 or email 
Bethanyrac.info@gmail.com.   
    

*Hymn of Parting       “Rejoice, the Lord is King”  #155  (red)  

Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

God’s kingdom cannot fail, 
Christ rules o'er earth and heav'n; 

The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus giv'n: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 

Rejoice in glorious hope! 
For Christ, the Judge shall come 

To glorify the saints 
For their eternal home: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

Closing Prayer 

O Lord, you are the light of the world and our future. Grant us the vision of your 
kingdom, forgiveness and new life, and the stirring of your Spirit so that we may 
hear your voice, share in the truth, proclaim your love, and change this world in the 
name of Christ. Amen. 

 



*Benediction  

Let the majesty of the Father 
be the light by which we walk, 
the compassion of the Son 
be the love by which we walk, 
the presence of the Spirit 
be the power by which we walk. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
And all God’s people say, 
Amen. 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

RAPUNZEL:  THE TALE OF A QUARAN-TEEN 
 

Presented at the Ghent Playhouse at 6 Town Hall Place, Ghent, NY, November 26-28, 
December 3-5, and December 10-12, 2021. Friday and Saturday evenings at 7:30, 
matinée on Sundays at 2.   
  
Come see our music director Catherine and her husband Monk (who is playing Tammy 
Faye Baker) in Ghent Playhouse’s annual Panto.  The Panto Loons’ family-friendly 
productions have all the elements of a traditional British pantomime:  audience 
participation (booing, hissing, cheering), local and national politics, great characters, 
wonderful songs and lots of cross-dressing.  Holiday fun for the whole family.  This year, 
see their “twist” on the famous Brothers Grimm fairytale, Rapunzel, the story of the girl 
all “tressed” up with nowhere to go… ‘cause she’s stuck in a tower with no doors, 
silly!!  Join us to see how it all turns out.  
 
Purchase individual tickets at https://ghentplayhouse.simpletix.com or call the church 
office before 1:30 on Wednesday and join a group of Bethany friends to travel next 
Sunday afternoon to Ghent for the Sunday matinée.  Proof of vaccination and wearing a 
mask in the theater is required. 



 

 
 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols 
Pastor 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2021 Consistory Members 
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Order of Worship 

November 21, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 

Sometimes we need to acknowledge the source of power and truth in our lives. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made 
heaven and earth. Amen.    

  

Call to Worship (Revelation1:4b-8) 

Grace to you and peace from God who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before God’s throne, and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the Earth. 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us 
to be a kingdom, priests serving His God and Father, to Him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. 

Look! He is coming with the clouds. 

Every eye will see him, even those who pierced him. 

The Lord God says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” 

The Lord God is the Almighty, who is and who was and who is to come. Let 
us worship God. 

 

*Opening Hymn    “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above” #476 (red) 

O worship the King all-glorious above, 
O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love: 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

O tell of God’s might and sing of God’s grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is God’s path on the wings of the storm. 

 

The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old; 

Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

 



Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

 

Invocation 

Holy God, we thank you for your majesty and your blessings. We ask you to touch 
each person joined for worship today with your love and truth. Inspire us to be like 
your followers of old, the faithful who shout for salvation. Guide us that we may 
know you, that we may experience your reign through the power of your humility 
and love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   

 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Creator God, forgive our moments of ingratitude, the spiritual blindness 
that prevents us from appreciating the wonder that is this world, the 
endless cycle of nature, of life and death and rebirth.  Forgive us for taking 
without giving, reaping without sowing. Open our eyes to see, our lips to 
praise, our hands to share.  May our feet tread lightly on the path we tread, 
and our footsteps be worthy of following, for they lead to you. 

Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the Good News: 

The majesty of the eternal King is beyond imagination. God’s power is beyond 
understanding.  The Creator God who shakes the heavens is also the God who 
holds us in his hands. God’s mercy is beyond our deserving.  The Savior God, born 
for us, once dead, is now risen in love.  We are forgiven and raised to new life and 
new ways of service, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Affirmation of Faith–Psalm 93 
Let us read in unison the words of the Psalmist:  
 
The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; 
The Lord is robed, he is girded with strength.  
He has established the world; it shall never be moved. 
 



Your throne is established from of old; 
You are from everlasting. 
 
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 
The floods have lifted up their voice; 
The floods lift up their roaring. 
 
More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 
More majestic than the waves of the sea, 
Majestic on high is the Lord! 
 
Your decrees are very sure, 
Holiness befits your house, 
O Lord, forevermore. 
 

 *Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination    

O Lord, our creator, savior, and sustainer, use our Scripture today, the words that 
are spoken, and the words held in our hearts to guide us. Show us how to live more 
fully in your kingdom. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.  

 

The New Testament Reading:  John 18: 33-38a 

 

Text: 
 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?”  Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation 
and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?”  Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, 
my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But 
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”  Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.”  Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 

 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 



Musical Interlude   “The Canticle of the Turning (My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful 
Shout)” 
 

Sermon by Dr. Lou Smith 

 

The Response to God 

 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving      “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  #151 (red)         

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king 
through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified; 
no angels in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends their burning eye 

at mysteries so bright. 

 

Crown Him the Lord of peace; 
Whose power a scepter sways 

From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
Absorbed in prayer and praise: 

His reign shall know no end; 
And round His pierced feet 

Fair flowers of Paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 

 
Crown him the Lord of years, 

the potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 

ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity. 

Offering 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Preaching next week on the first Sunday in Advent, will be Bethany’s own Gil 

Faustel, who generously will share his talents and the Word of God with us.   
 The Thanksgiving Offering this year is being used to support the RCA  

Disaster Relief Fund to aid those struggling due to natural disasters around 
the world.  Your offering can either be put the special offering envelopes 
mailed or found in the narthex or can be in the form of loose change.  All 
loose change will be included in Bethany’s donation to the fund.   

 Tuesday will be the last day to order poinsettias to enhance the sanctuary 
prior to Christmas.  Anytime after the Christmas Eve Service they can be 
taken home to keep the spirit of Christmas alive in your home of in the home 
of a loved one for weeks or months to come.  To place your order, use the 
sign-up sheet in the narthex, email the church office 
(bethanyrca.info@gmail.com) or call the church office (518-482-7998).  The 
$10 cost for the 6” foil wrapped poinsettias can be placed in an envelope 
marked ”Poinsettia Plants” or mailed directly to the church.    

 Christine Sacco, the daughter of previously deceased Dorothy and Ernest 
Sacco, Sr., died last November 10 in her sleep.  Dorothy and Ernest were 
members of Bethany and frequently brought Christine, who had Down 
syndrome to church, when allowing people with disabilities to live a “normal” 
life was not a common practice.      

 Bethany wants to thank the friends of Winnie Burnett who gave a generous 
gift in her name for the 9th consecutive year.  It is definitely a reminder of 
what one, never married woman, with no children or surviving siblings can 
do to change the world.  She was an inspiration to all and her friends don’t 
want her forgotten by the church that took her in and loved her during her 
final years.    

 Advent is the beginning of the church year, and we’re celebrating by 
having a choir back!  Things are going to be a bit different, so here 
are the details: 
1) Rehearsal will be before the service, at 9:30.  We’ll be singing 
favorites that will not require a lot of rehearsal. 
2) Choir members will be wearing specially designed masks for 
singers, so that we don’t spew our aerosols over the congregation 
3) Choir members will be sitting in the congregation for the service, 
and coming up to the piano for the offertory to sing. 
4) It will be a throw-together choir, meaning that everyone is invited 



to sing.  It is our hope that, by not having an expectation of mid-week 
rehearsal, we can convince all who have a voice to sing with us. 
5) All choir members will have been fully vaccinated. 

 How about joining a group of Bethany folks to support Catherine and her 
husband Monk, in their debut as music director and actors in the Ghent 
Playhouse’s annual Panto production? This year’s production is “Rapunzel: 
The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”  More information is at the end of the bulletin, 
but if you are interested in joining the group that will carpool from the church 
parking lot next Sunday for the 2 o’clock matinee, the church secretary will 
try to secure a block of tickets (cost $28 each) for everyone wanting to join 
the group.  If you are interested, please call the church office at 518-482-
7998  Monday through Wednesday from 9:30-1:30 or email 
Bethanyrac.info@gmail.com.   
    

*Hymn of Parting       “Rejoice, the Lord is King”  #155  (red)  

Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

God’s kingdom cannot fail, 
Christ rules o'er earth and heav'n; 

The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus giv'n: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 

Rejoice in glorious hope! 
For Christ, the Judge shall come 

To glorify the saints 
For their eternal home: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

Closing Prayer 

O Lord, you are the light of the world and our future. Grant us the vision of your 
kingdom, forgiveness and new life, and the stirring of your Spirit so that we may 
hear your voice, share in the truth, proclaim your love, and change this world in the 
name of Christ. Amen. 

 



*Benediction  

Let the majesty of the Father 
be the light by which we walk, 
the compassion of the Son 
be the love by which we walk, 
the presence of the Spirit 
be the power by which we walk. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
And all God’s people say, 
Amen. 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

RAPUNZEL:  THE TALE OF A QUARAN-TEEN 
 

Presented at the Ghent Playhouse at 6 Town Hall Place, Ghent, NY, November 26-28, 
December 3-5, and December 10-12, 2021. Friday and Saturday evenings at 7:30, 
matinée on Sundays at 2.   
  
Come see our music director Catherine and her husband Monk (who is playing Tammy 
Faye Baker) in Ghent Playhouse’s annual Panto.  The Panto Loons’ family-friendly 
productions have all the elements of a traditional British pantomime:  audience 
participation (booing, hissing, cheering), local and national politics, great characters, 
wonderful songs and lots of cross-dressing.  Holiday fun for the whole family.  This year, 
see their “twist” on the famous Brothers Grimm fairytale, Rapunzel, the story of the girl 
all “tressed” up with nowhere to go… ‘cause she’s stuck in a tower with no doors, 
silly!!  Join us to see how it all turns out.  
 
Purchase individual tickets at https://ghentplayhouse.simpletix.com or call the church 
office before 1:30 on Wednesday and join a group of Bethany friends to travel next 
Sunday afternoon to Ghent for the Sunday matinée.  Proof of vaccination and wearing a 
mask in the theater is required. 
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Order of Worship 

November 21, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 

Sometimes we need to acknowledge the source of power and truth in our lives. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made 
heaven and earth. Amen.    

  

Call to Worship (Revelation1:4b-8) 

Grace to you and peace from God who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before God’s throne, and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the Earth. 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us 
to be a kingdom, priests serving His God and Father, to Him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. 

Look! He is coming with the clouds. 

Every eye will see him, even those who pierced him. 

The Lord God says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” 

The Lord God is the Almighty, who is and who was and who is to come. Let 
us worship God. 

 

*Opening Hymn    “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above” #476 (red) 

O worship the King all-glorious above, 
O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love: 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

O tell of God’s might and sing of God’s grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is God’s path on the wings of the storm. 

 

The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old; 

Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

 



Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

 

Invocation 

Holy God, we thank you for your majesty and your blessings. We ask you to touch 
each person joined for worship today with your love and truth. Inspire us to be like 
your followers of old, the faithful who shout for salvation. Guide us that we may 
know you, that we may experience your reign through the power of your humility 
and love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   

 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Creator God, forgive our moments of ingratitude, the spiritual blindness 
that prevents us from appreciating the wonder that is this world, the 
endless cycle of nature, of life and death and rebirth.  Forgive us for taking 
without giving, reaping without sowing. Open our eyes to see, our lips to 
praise, our hands to share.  May our feet tread lightly on the path we tread, 
and our footsteps be worthy of following, for they lead to you. 

Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the Good News: 

The majesty of the eternal King is beyond imagination. God’s power is beyond 
understanding.  The Creator God who shakes the heavens is also the God who 
holds us in his hands. God’s mercy is beyond our deserving.  The Savior God, born 
for us, once dead, is now risen in love.  We are forgiven and raised to new life and 
new ways of service, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Affirmation of Faith–Psalm 93 
Let us read in unison the words of the Psalmist:  
 
The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; 
The Lord is robed, he is girded with strength.  
He has established the world; it shall never be moved. 
 



Your throne is established from of old; 
You are from everlasting. 
 
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 
The floods have lifted up their voice; 
The floods lift up their roaring. 
 
More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 
More majestic than the waves of the sea, 
Majestic on high is the Lord! 
 
Your decrees are very sure, 
Holiness befits your house, 
O Lord, forevermore. 
 

 *Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination    

O Lord, our creator, savior, and sustainer, use our Scripture today, the words that 
are spoken, and the words held in our hearts to guide us. Show us how to live more 
fully in your kingdom. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.  

 

The New Testament Reading:  John 18: 33-38a 

 

Text: 
 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?”  Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation 
and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?”  Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, 
my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But 
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”  Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.”  Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 

 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 



Musical Interlude   “The Canticle of the Turning (My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful 
Shout)” 
 

Sermon by Dr. Lou Smith 

 

The Response to God 

 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving      “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  #151 (red)         

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king 
through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified; 
no angels in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends their burning eye 

at mysteries so bright. 

 

Crown Him the Lord of peace; 
Whose power a scepter sways 

From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
Absorbed in prayer and praise: 

His reign shall know no end; 
And round His pierced feet 

Fair flowers of Paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 

 
Crown him the Lord of years, 

the potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 

ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity. 

Offering 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Preaching next week on the first Sunday in Advent, will be Bethany’s own Gil 

Faustel, who generously will share his talents and the Word of God with us.   
 The Thanksgiving Offering this year is being used to support the RCA  

Disaster Relief Fund to aid those struggling due to natural disasters around 
the world.  Your offering can either be put the special offering envelopes 
mailed or found in the narthex or can be in the form of loose change.  All 
loose change will be included in Bethany’s donation to the fund.   

 Tuesday will be the last day to order poinsettias to enhance the sanctuary 
prior to Christmas.  Anytime after the Christmas Eve Service they can be 
taken home to keep the spirit of Christmas alive in your home of in the home 
of a loved one for weeks or months to come.  To place your order, use the 
sign-up sheet in the narthex, email the church office 
(bethanyrca.info@gmail.com) or call the church office (518-482-7998).  The 
$10 cost for the 6” foil wrapped poinsettias can be placed in an envelope 
marked ”Poinsettia Plants” or mailed directly to the church.    

 Christine Sacco, the daughter of previously deceased Dorothy and Ernest 
Sacco, Sr., died last November 10 in her sleep.  Dorothy and Ernest were 
members of Bethany and frequently brought Christine, who had Down 
syndrome to church, when allowing people with disabilities to live a “normal” 
life was not a common practice.      

 Bethany wants to thank the friends of Winnie Burnett who gave a generous 
gift in her name for the 9th consecutive year.  It is definitely a reminder of 
what one, never married woman, with no children or surviving siblings can 
do to change the world.  She was an inspiration to all and her friends don’t 
want her forgotten by the church that took her in and loved her during her 
final years.    

 Advent is the beginning of the church year, and we’re celebrating by 
having a choir back!  Things are going to be a bit different, so here 
are the details: 
1) Rehearsal will be before the service, at 9:30.  We’ll be singing 
favorites that will not require a lot of rehearsal. 
2) Choir members will be wearing specially designed masks for 
singers, so that we don’t spew our aerosols over the congregation 
3) Choir members will be sitting in the congregation for the service, 
and coming up to the piano for the offertory to sing. 
4) It will be a throw-together choir, meaning that everyone is invited 



to sing.  It is our hope that, by not having an expectation of mid-week 
rehearsal, we can convince all who have a voice to sing with us. 
5) All choir members will have been fully vaccinated. 

 How about joining a group of Bethany folks to support Catherine and her 
husband Monk, in their debut as music director and actors in the Ghent 
Playhouse’s annual Panto production? This year’s production is “Rapunzel: 
The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”  More information is at the end of the bulletin, 
but if you are interested in joining the group that will carpool from the church 
parking lot next Sunday for the 2 o’clock matinee, the church secretary will 
try to secure a block of tickets (cost $28 each) for everyone wanting to join 
the group.  If you are interested, please call the church office at 518-482-
7998  Monday through Wednesday from 9:30-1:30 or email 
Bethanyrac.info@gmail.com.   
    

*Hymn of Parting       “Rejoice, the Lord is King”  #155  (red)  

Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

God’s kingdom cannot fail, 
Christ rules o'er earth and heav'n; 

The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus giv'n: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 

Rejoice in glorious hope! 
For Christ, the Judge shall come 

To glorify the saints 
For their eternal home: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

Closing Prayer 

O Lord, you are the light of the world and our future. Grant us the vision of your 
kingdom, forgiveness and new life, and the stirring of your Spirit so that we may 
hear your voice, share in the truth, proclaim your love, and change this world in the 
name of Christ. Amen. 

 



*Benediction  

Let the majesty of the Father 
be the light by which we walk, 
the compassion of the Son 
be the love by which we walk, 
the presence of the Spirit 
be the power by which we walk. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
And all God’s people say, 
Amen. 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

RAPUNZEL:  THE TALE OF A QUARAN-TEEN 
 

Presented at the Ghent Playhouse at 6 Town Hall Place, Ghent, NY, November 26-28, 
December 3-5, and December 10-12, 2021. Friday and Saturday evenings at 7:30, 
matinée on Sundays at 2.   
  
Come see our music director Catherine and her husband Monk (who is playing Tammy 
Faye Baker) in Ghent Playhouse’s annual Panto.  The Panto Loons’ family-friendly 
productions have all the elements of a traditional British pantomime:  audience 
participation (booing, hissing, cheering), local and national politics, great characters, 
wonderful songs and lots of cross-dressing.  Holiday fun for the whole family.  This year, 
see their “twist” on the famous Brothers Grimm fairytale, Rapunzel, the story of the girl 
all “tressed” up with nowhere to go… ‘cause she’s stuck in a tower with no doors, 
silly!!  Join us to see how it all turns out.  
 
Purchase individual tickets at https://ghentplayhouse.simpletix.com or call the church 
office before 1:30 on Wednesday and join a group of Bethany friends to travel next 
Sunday afternoon to Ghent for the Sunday matinée.  Proof of vaccination and wearing a 
mask in the theater is required. 



 

 
 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols 
Pastor 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2021 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
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Order of Worship 

November 21, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 

Sometimes we need to acknowledge the source of power and truth in our lives. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made 
heaven and earth. Amen.    

  

Call to Worship (Revelation1:4b-8) 

Grace to you and peace from God who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before God’s throne, and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the Earth. 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us 
to be a kingdom, priests serving His God and Father, to Him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. 

Look! He is coming with the clouds. 

Every eye will see him, even those who pierced him. 

The Lord God says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” 

The Lord God is the Almighty, who is and who was and who is to come. Let 
us worship God. 

 

*Opening Hymn    “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above” #476 (red) 

O worship the King all-glorious above, 
O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love: 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

O tell of God’s might and sing of God’s grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is God’s path on the wings of the storm. 

 

The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old; 

Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

 



Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

 

Invocation 

Holy God, we thank you for your majesty and your blessings. We ask you to touch 
each person joined for worship today with your love and truth. Inspire us to be like 
your followers of old, the faithful who shout for salvation. Guide us that we may 
know you, that we may experience your reign through the power of your humility 
and love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   

 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Creator God, forgive our moments of ingratitude, the spiritual blindness 
that prevents us from appreciating the wonder that is this world, the 
endless cycle of nature, of life and death and rebirth.  Forgive us for taking 
without giving, reaping without sowing. Open our eyes to see, our lips to 
praise, our hands to share.  May our feet tread lightly on the path we tread, 
and our footsteps be worthy of following, for they lead to you. 

Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the Good News: 

The majesty of the eternal King is beyond imagination. God’s power is beyond 
understanding.  The Creator God who shakes the heavens is also the God who 
holds us in his hands. God’s mercy is beyond our deserving.  The Savior God, born 
for us, once dead, is now risen in love.  We are forgiven and raised to new life and 
new ways of service, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Affirmation of Faith–Psalm 93 
Let us read in unison the words of the Psalmist:  
 
The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; 
The Lord is robed, he is girded with strength.  
He has established the world; it shall never be moved. 
 



Your throne is established from of old; 
You are from everlasting. 
 
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 
The floods have lifted up their voice; 
The floods lift up their roaring. 
 
More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 
More majestic than the waves of the sea, 
Majestic on high is the Lord! 
 
Your decrees are very sure, 
Holiness befits your house, 
O Lord, forevermore. 
 

 *Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination    

O Lord, our creator, savior, and sustainer, use our Scripture today, the words that 
are spoken, and the words held in our hearts to guide us. Show us how to live more 
fully in your kingdom. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.  

 

The New Testament Reading:  John 18: 33-38a 

 

Text: 
 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?”  Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation 
and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?”  Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, 
my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But 
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”  Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.”  Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 

 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 



Musical Interlude   “The Canticle of the Turning (My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful 
Shout)” 
 

Sermon by Dr. Lou Smith 

 

The Response to God 

 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving      “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  #151 (red)         

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king 
through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified; 
no angels in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends their burning eye 

at mysteries so bright. 

 

Crown Him the Lord of peace; 
Whose power a scepter sways 

From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
Absorbed in prayer and praise: 

His reign shall know no end; 
And round His pierced feet 

Fair flowers of Paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 

 
Crown him the Lord of years, 

the potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 

ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity. 

Offering 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Preaching next week on the first Sunday in Advent, will be Bethany’s own Gil 

Faustel, who generously will share his talents and the Word of God with us.   
 The Thanksgiving Offering this year is being used to support the RCA  

Disaster Relief Fund to aid those struggling due to natural disasters around 
the world.  Your offering can either be put the special offering envelopes 
mailed or found in the narthex or can be in the form of loose change.  All 
loose change will be included in Bethany’s donation to the fund.   

 Tuesday will be the last day to order poinsettias to enhance the sanctuary 
prior to Christmas.  Anytime after the Christmas Eve Service they can be 
taken home to keep the spirit of Christmas alive in your home of in the home 
of a loved one for weeks or months to come.  To place your order, use the 
sign-up sheet in the narthex, email the church office 
(bethanyrca.info@gmail.com) or call the church office (518-482-7998).  The 
$10 cost for the 6” foil wrapped poinsettias can be placed in an envelope 
marked ”Poinsettia Plants” or mailed directly to the church.    

 Christine Sacco, the daughter of previously deceased Dorothy and Ernest 
Sacco, Sr., died last November 10 in her sleep.  Dorothy and Ernest were 
members of Bethany and frequently brought Christine, who had Down 
syndrome to church, when allowing people with disabilities to live a “normal” 
life was not a common practice.      

 Bethany wants to thank the friends of Winnie Burnett who gave a generous 
gift in her name for the 9th consecutive year.  It is definitely a reminder of 
what one, never married woman, with no children or surviving siblings can 
do to change the world.  She was an inspiration to all and her friends don’t 
want her forgotten by the church that took her in and loved her during her 
final years.    

 Advent is the beginning of the church year, and we’re celebrating by 
having a choir back!  Things are going to be a bit different, so here 
are the details: 
1) Rehearsal will be before the service, at 9:30.  We’ll be singing 
favorites that will not require a lot of rehearsal. 
2) Choir members will be wearing specially designed masks for 
singers, so that we don’t spew our aerosols over the congregation 
3) Choir members will be sitting in the congregation for the service, 
and coming up to the piano for the offertory to sing. 
4) It will be a throw-together choir, meaning that everyone is invited 



to sing.  It is our hope that, by not having an expectation of mid-week 
rehearsal, we can convince all who have a voice to sing with us. 
5) All choir members will have been fully vaccinated. 

 How about joining a group of Bethany folks to support Catherine and her 
husband Monk, in their debut as music director and actors in the Ghent 
Playhouse’s annual Panto production? This year’s production is “Rapunzel: 
The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”  More information is at the end of the bulletin, 
but if you are interested in joining the group that will carpool from the church 
parking lot next Sunday for the 2 o’clock matinee, the church secretary will 
try to secure a block of tickets (cost $28 each) for everyone wanting to join 
the group.  If you are interested, please call the church office at 518-482-
7998  Monday through Wednesday from 9:30-1:30 or email 
Bethanyrac.info@gmail.com.   
    

*Hymn of Parting       “Rejoice, the Lord is King”  #155  (red)  

Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

God’s kingdom cannot fail, 
Christ rules o'er earth and heav'n; 

The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus giv'n: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 

Rejoice in glorious hope! 
For Christ, the Judge shall come 

To glorify the saints 
For their eternal home: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

Closing Prayer 

O Lord, you are the light of the world and our future. Grant us the vision of your 
kingdom, forgiveness and new life, and the stirring of your Spirit so that we may 
hear your voice, share in the truth, proclaim your love, and change this world in the 
name of Christ. Amen. 

 



*Benediction  

Let the majesty of the Father 
be the light by which we walk, 
the compassion of the Son 
be the love by which we walk, 
the presence of the Spirit 
be the power by which we walk. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
And all God’s people say, 
Amen. 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

RAPUNZEL:  THE TALE OF A QUARAN-TEEN 
 

Presented at the Ghent Playhouse at 6 Town Hall Place, Ghent, NY, November 26-28, 
December 3-5, and December 10-12, 2021. Friday and Saturday evenings at 7:30, 
matinée on Sundays at 2.   
  
Come see our music director Catherine and her husband Monk (who is playing Tammy 
Faye Baker) in Ghent Playhouse’s annual Panto.  The Panto Loons’ family-friendly 
productions have all the elements of a traditional British pantomime:  audience 
participation (booing, hissing, cheering), local and national politics, great characters, 
wonderful songs and lots of cross-dressing.  Holiday fun for the whole family.  This year, 
see their “twist” on the famous Brothers Grimm fairytale, Rapunzel, the story of the girl 
all “tressed” up with nowhere to go… ‘cause she’s stuck in a tower with no doors, 
silly!!  Join us to see how it all turns out.  
 
Purchase individual tickets at https://ghentplayhouse.simpletix.com or call the church 
office before 1:30 on Wednesday and join a group of Bethany friends to travel next 
Sunday afternoon to Ghent for the Sunday matinée.  Proof of vaccination and wearing a 
mask in the theater is required. 
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Order of Worship 

November 21, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 

Sometimes we need to acknowledge the source of power and truth in our lives. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made 
heaven and earth. Amen.    

  

Call to Worship (Revelation1:4b-8) 

Grace to you and peace from God who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before God’s throne, and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the Earth. 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us 
to be a kingdom, priests serving His God and Father, to Him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. 

Look! He is coming with the clouds. 

Every eye will see him, even those who pierced him. 

The Lord God says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” 

The Lord God is the Almighty, who is and who was and who is to come. Let 
us worship God. 

 

*Opening Hymn    “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above” #476 (red) 

O worship the King all-glorious above, 
O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love: 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

O tell of God’s might and sing of God’s grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is God’s path on the wings of the storm. 

 

The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old; 

Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

 



Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

 

Invocation 

Holy God, we thank you for your majesty and your blessings. We ask you to touch 
each person joined for worship today with your love and truth. Inspire us to be like 
your followers of old, the faithful who shout for salvation. Guide us that we may 
know you, that we may experience your reign through the power of your humility 
and love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   

 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Creator God, forgive our moments of ingratitude, the spiritual blindness 
that prevents us from appreciating the wonder that is this world, the 
endless cycle of nature, of life and death and rebirth.  Forgive us for taking 
without giving, reaping without sowing. Open our eyes to see, our lips to 
praise, our hands to share.  May our feet tread lightly on the path we tread, 
and our footsteps be worthy of following, for they lead to you. 

Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the Good News: 

The majesty of the eternal King is beyond imagination. God’s power is beyond 
understanding.  The Creator God who shakes the heavens is also the God who 
holds us in his hands. God’s mercy is beyond our deserving.  The Savior God, born 
for us, once dead, is now risen in love.  We are forgiven and raised to new life and 
new ways of service, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Affirmation of Faith–Psalm 93 
Let us read in unison the words of the Psalmist:  
 
The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; 
The Lord is robed, he is girded with strength.  
He has established the world; it shall never be moved. 
 



Your throne is established from of old; 
You are from everlasting. 
 
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 
The floods have lifted up their voice; 
The floods lift up their roaring. 
 
More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 
More majestic than the waves of the sea, 
Majestic on high is the Lord! 
 
Your decrees are very sure, 
Holiness befits your house, 
O Lord, forevermore. 
 

 *Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination    

O Lord, our creator, savior, and sustainer, use our Scripture today, the words that 
are spoken, and the words held in our hearts to guide us. Show us how to live more 
fully in your kingdom. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.  

 

The New Testament Reading:  John 18: 33-38a 

 

Text: 
 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?”  Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation 
and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?”  Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, 
my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But 
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”  Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.”  Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 

 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 



Musical Interlude   “The Canticle of the Turning (My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful 
Shout)” 
 

Sermon by Dr. Lou Smith 

 

The Response to God 

 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving      “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  #151 (red)         

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king 
through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified; 
no angels in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends their burning eye 

at mysteries so bright. 

 

Crown Him the Lord of peace; 
Whose power a scepter sways 

From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
Absorbed in prayer and praise: 

His reign shall know no end; 
And round His pierced feet 

Fair flowers of Paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 

 
Crown him the Lord of years, 

the potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 

ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity. 

Offering 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Preaching next week on the first Sunday in Advent, will be Bethany’s own Gil 

Faustel, who generously will share his talents and the Word of God with us.   
 The Thanksgiving Offering this year is being used to support the RCA  

Disaster Relief Fund to aid those struggling due to natural disasters around 
the world.  Your offering can either be put the special offering envelopes 
mailed or found in the narthex or can be in the form of loose change.  All 
loose change will be included in Bethany’s donation to the fund.   

 Tuesday will be the last day to order poinsettias to enhance the sanctuary 
prior to Christmas.  Anytime after the Christmas Eve Service they can be 
taken home to keep the spirit of Christmas alive in your home of in the home 
of a loved one for weeks or months to come.  To place your order, use the 
sign-up sheet in the narthex, email the church office 
(bethanyrca.info@gmail.com) or call the church office (518-482-7998).  The 
$10 cost for the 6” foil wrapped poinsettias can be placed in an envelope 
marked ”Poinsettia Plants” or mailed directly to the church.    

 Christine Sacco, the daughter of previously deceased Dorothy and Ernest 
Sacco, Sr., died last November 10 in her sleep.  Dorothy and Ernest were 
members of Bethany and frequently brought Christine, who had Down 
syndrome to church, when allowing people with disabilities to live a “normal” 
life was not a common practice.      

 Bethany wants to thank the friends of Winnie Burnett who gave a generous 
gift in her name for the 9th consecutive year.  It is definitely a reminder of 
what one, never married woman, with no children or surviving siblings can 
do to change the world.  She was an inspiration to all and her friends don’t 
want her forgotten by the church that took her in and loved her during her 
final years.    

 Advent is the beginning of the church year, and we’re celebrating by 
having a choir back!  Things are going to be a bit different, so here 
are the details: 
1) Rehearsal will be before the service, at 9:30.  We’ll be singing 
favorites that will not require a lot of rehearsal. 
2) Choir members will be wearing specially designed masks for 
singers, so that we don’t spew our aerosols over the congregation 
3) Choir members will be sitting in the congregation for the service, 
and coming up to the piano for the offertory to sing. 
4) It will be a throw-together choir, meaning that everyone is invited 



to sing.  It is our hope that, by not having an expectation of mid-week 
rehearsal, we can convince all who have a voice to sing with us. 
5) All choir members will have been fully vaccinated. 

 How about joining a group of Bethany folks to support Catherine and her 
husband Monk, in their debut as music director and actors in the Ghent 
Playhouse’s annual Panto production? This year’s production is “Rapunzel: 
The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”  More information is at the end of the bulletin, 
but if you are interested in joining the group that will carpool from the church 
parking lot next Sunday for the 2 o’clock matinee, the church secretary will 
try to secure a block of tickets (cost $28 each) for everyone wanting to join 
the group.  If you are interested, please call the church office at 518-482-
7998  Monday through Wednesday from 9:30-1:30 or email 
Bethanyrac.info@gmail.com.   
    

*Hymn of Parting       “Rejoice, the Lord is King”  #155  (red)  

Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

God’s kingdom cannot fail, 
Christ rules o'er earth and heav'n; 

The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus giv'n: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 

Rejoice in glorious hope! 
For Christ, the Judge shall come 

To glorify the saints 
For their eternal home: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

Closing Prayer 

O Lord, you are the light of the world and our future. Grant us the vision of your 
kingdom, forgiveness and new life, and the stirring of your Spirit so that we may 
hear your voice, share in the truth, proclaim your love, and change this world in the 
name of Christ. Amen. 

 



*Benediction  

Let the majesty of the Father 
be the light by which we walk, 
the compassion of the Son 
be the love by which we walk, 
the presence of the Spirit 
be the power by which we walk. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
And all God’s people say, 
Amen. 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

RAPUNZEL:  THE TALE OF A QUARAN-TEEN 
 

Presented at the Ghent Playhouse at 6 Town Hall Place, Ghent, NY, November 26-28, 
December 3-5, and December 10-12, 2021. Friday and Saturday evenings at 7:30, 
matinée on Sundays at 2.   
  
Come see our music director Catherine and her husband Monk (who is playing Tammy 
Faye Baker) in Ghent Playhouse’s annual Panto.  The Panto Loons’ family-friendly 
productions have all the elements of a traditional British pantomime:  audience 
participation (booing, hissing, cheering), local and national politics, great characters, 
wonderful songs and lots of cross-dressing.  Holiday fun for the whole family.  This year, 
see their “twist” on the famous Brothers Grimm fairytale, Rapunzel, the story of the girl 
all “tressed” up with nowhere to go… ‘cause she’s stuck in a tower with no doors, 
silly!!  Join us to see how it all turns out.  
 
Purchase individual tickets at https://ghentplayhouse.simpletix.com or call the church 
office before 1:30 on Wednesday and join a group of Bethany friends to travel next 
Sunday afternoon to Ghent for the Sunday matinée.  Proof of vaccination and wearing a 
mask in the theater is required. 



 

 
 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols 
Pastor 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
 
 

2021 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
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Order of Worship 

November 21, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 

Sometimes we need to acknowledge the source of power and truth in our lives. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made 
heaven and earth. Amen.    

  

Call to Worship (Revelation1:4b-8) 

Grace to you and peace from God who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before God’s throne, and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the Earth. 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us 
to be a kingdom, priests serving His God and Father, to Him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. 

Look! He is coming with the clouds. 

Every eye will see him, even those who pierced him. 

The Lord God says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” 

The Lord God is the Almighty, who is and who was and who is to come. Let 
us worship God. 

 

*Opening Hymn    “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above” #476 (red) 

O worship the King all-glorious above, 
O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love: 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

O tell of God’s might and sing of God’s grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is God’s path on the wings of the storm. 

 

The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old; 

Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

 



Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

 

Invocation 

Holy God, we thank you for your majesty and your blessings. We ask you to touch 
each person joined for worship today with your love and truth. Inspire us to be like 
your followers of old, the faithful who shout for salvation. Guide us that we may 
know you, that we may experience your reign through the power of your humility 
and love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   

 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Creator God, forgive our moments of ingratitude, the spiritual blindness 
that prevents us from appreciating the wonder that is this world, the 
endless cycle of nature, of life and death and rebirth.  Forgive us for taking 
without giving, reaping without sowing. Open our eyes to see, our lips to 
praise, our hands to share.  May our feet tread lightly on the path we tread, 
and our footsteps be worthy of following, for they lead to you. 

Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the Good News: 

The majesty of the eternal King is beyond imagination. God’s power is beyond 
understanding.  The Creator God who shakes the heavens is also the God who 
holds us in his hands. God’s mercy is beyond our deserving.  The Savior God, born 
for us, once dead, is now risen in love.  We are forgiven and raised to new life and 
new ways of service, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Affirmation of Faith–Psalm 93 
Let us read in unison the words of the Psalmist:  
 
The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; 
The Lord is robed, he is girded with strength.  
He has established the world; it shall never be moved. 
 



Your throne is established from of old; 
You are from everlasting. 
 
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 
The floods have lifted up their voice; 
The floods lift up their roaring. 
 
More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 
More majestic than the waves of the sea, 
Majestic on high is the Lord! 
 
Your decrees are very sure, 
Holiness befits your house, 
O Lord, forevermore. 
 

 *Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination    

O Lord, our creator, savior, and sustainer, use our Scripture today, the words that 
are spoken, and the words held in our hearts to guide us. Show us how to live more 
fully in your kingdom. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.  

 

The New Testament Reading:  John 18: 33-38a 

 

Text: 
 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?”  Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation 
and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?”  Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, 
my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But 
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”  Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.”  Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 

 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 



Musical Interlude   “The Canticle of the Turning (My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful 
Shout)” 
 

Sermon by Dr. Lou Smith 

 

The Response to God 

 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving      “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  #151 (red)         

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king 
through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified; 
no angels in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends their burning eye 

at mysteries so bright. 

 

Crown Him the Lord of peace; 
Whose power a scepter sways 

From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
Absorbed in prayer and praise: 

His reign shall know no end; 
And round His pierced feet 

Fair flowers of Paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 

 
Crown him the Lord of years, 

the potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 

ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity. 

Offering 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Preaching next week on the first Sunday in Advent, will be Bethany’s own Gil 

Faustel, who generously will share his talents and the Word of God with us.   
 The Thanksgiving Offering this year is being used to support the RCA  

Disaster Relief Fund to aid those struggling due to natural disasters around 
the world.  Your offering can either be put the special offering envelopes 
mailed or found in the narthex or can be in the form of loose change.  All 
loose change will be included in Bethany’s donation to the fund.   

 Tuesday will be the last day to order poinsettias to enhance the sanctuary 
prior to Christmas.  Anytime after the Christmas Eve Service they can be 
taken home to keep the spirit of Christmas alive in your home of in the home 
of a loved one for weeks or months to come.  To place your order, use the 
sign-up sheet in the narthex, email the church office 
(bethanyrca.info@gmail.com) or call the church office (518-482-7998).  The 
$10 cost for the 6” foil wrapped poinsettias can be placed in an envelope 
marked ”Poinsettia Plants” or mailed directly to the church.    

 Christine Sacco, the daughter of previously deceased Dorothy and Ernest 
Sacco, Sr., died last November 10 in her sleep.  Dorothy and Ernest were 
members of Bethany and frequently brought Christine, who had Down 
syndrome to church, when allowing people with disabilities to live a “normal” 
life was not a common practice.      

 Bethany wants to thank the friends of Winnie Burnett who gave a generous 
gift in her name for the 9th consecutive year.  It is definitely a reminder of 
what one, never married woman, with no children or surviving siblings can 
do to change the world.  She was an inspiration to all and her friends don’t 
want her forgotten by the church that took her in and loved her during her 
final years.    

 Advent is the beginning of the church year, and we’re celebrating by 
having a choir back!  Things are going to be a bit different, so here 
are the details: 
1) Rehearsal will be before the service, at 9:30.  We’ll be singing 
favorites that will not require a lot of rehearsal. 
2) Choir members will be wearing specially designed masks for 
singers, so that we don’t spew our aerosols over the congregation 
3) Choir members will be sitting in the congregation for the service, 
and coming up to the piano for the offertory to sing. 
4) It will be a throw-together choir, meaning that everyone is invited 



to sing.  It is our hope that, by not having an expectation of mid-week 
rehearsal, we can convince all who have a voice to sing with us. 
5) All choir members will have been fully vaccinated. 

 How about joining a group of Bethany folks to support Catherine and her 
husband Monk, in their debut as music director and actors in the Ghent 
Playhouse’s annual Panto production? This year’s production is “Rapunzel: 
The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”  More information is at the end of the bulletin, 
but if you are interested in joining the group that will carpool from the church 
parking lot next Sunday for the 2 o’clock matinee, the church secretary will 
try to secure a block of tickets (cost $28 each) for everyone wanting to join 
the group.  If you are interested, please call the church office at 518-482-
7998  Monday through Wednesday from 9:30-1:30 or email 
Bethanyrac.info@gmail.com.   
    

*Hymn of Parting       “Rejoice, the Lord is King”  #155  (red)  

Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

God’s kingdom cannot fail, 
Christ rules o'er earth and heav'n; 

The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus giv'n: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 

Rejoice in glorious hope! 
For Christ, the Judge shall come 

To glorify the saints 
For their eternal home: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

Closing Prayer 

O Lord, you are the light of the world and our future. Grant us the vision of your 
kingdom, forgiveness and new life, and the stirring of your Spirit so that we may 
hear your voice, share in the truth, proclaim your love, and change this world in the 
name of Christ. Amen. 

 



*Benediction  

Let the majesty of the Father 
be the light by which we walk, 
the compassion of the Son 
be the love by which we walk, 
the presence of the Spirit 
be the power by which we walk. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
And all God’s people say, 
Amen. 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

RAPUNZEL:  THE TALE OF A QUARAN-TEEN 
 

Presented at the Ghent Playhouse at 6 Town Hall Place, Ghent, NY, November 26-28, 
December 3-5, and December 10-12, 2021. Friday and Saturday evenings at 7:30, 
matinée on Sundays at 2.   
  
Come see our music director Catherine and her husband Monk (who is playing Tammy 
Faye Baker) in Ghent Playhouse’s annual Panto.  The Panto Loons’ family-friendly 
productions have all the elements of a traditional British pantomime:  audience 
participation (booing, hissing, cheering), local and national politics, great characters, 
wonderful songs and lots of cross-dressing.  Holiday fun for the whole family.  This year, 
see their “twist” on the famous Brothers Grimm fairytale, Rapunzel, the story of the girl 
all “tressed” up with nowhere to go… ‘cause she’s stuck in a tower with no doors, 
silly!!  Join us to see how it all turns out.  
 
Purchase individual tickets at https://ghentplayhouse.simpletix.com or call the church 
office before 1:30 on Wednesday and join a group of Bethany friends to travel next 
Sunday afternoon to Ghent for the Sunday matinée.  Proof of vaccination and wearing a 
mask in the theater is required. 
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Order of Worship 

November 21, 2021 

Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

Votum 

Sometimes we need to acknowledge the source of power and truth in our lives. 
Therefore, we proclaim: Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made 
heaven and earth. Amen.    

  

Call to Worship (Revelation1:4b-8) 

Grace to you and peace from God who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before God’s throne, and from Jesus Christ, the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the Earth. 

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us 
to be a kingdom, priests serving His God and Father, to Him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. 

Look! He is coming with the clouds. 

Every eye will see him, even those who pierced him. 

The Lord God says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega.” 

The Lord God is the Almighty, who is and who was and who is to come. Let 
us worship God. 

 

*Opening Hymn    “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above” #476 (red) 

O worship the King all-glorious above, 
O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love: 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 

O tell of God’s might and sing of God’s grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is God’s path on the wings of the storm. 

 

The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old; 

Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
And round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 

 



Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
And sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend! 

 

Invocation 

Holy God, we thank you for your majesty and your blessings. We ask you to touch 
each person joined for worship today with your love and truth. Inspire us to be like 
your followers of old, the faithful who shout for salvation. Guide us that we may 
know you, that we may experience your reign through the power of your humility 
and love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   

 

Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Creator God, forgive our moments of ingratitude, the spiritual blindness 
that prevents us from appreciating the wonder that is this world, the 
endless cycle of nature, of life and death and rebirth.  Forgive us for taking 
without giving, reaping without sowing. Open our eyes to see, our lips to 
praise, our hands to share.  May our feet tread lightly on the path we tread, 
and our footsteps be worthy of following, for they lead to you. 

Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon 

Hear the Good News: 

The majesty of the eternal King is beyond imagination. God’s power is beyond 
understanding.  The Creator God who shakes the heavens is also the God who 
holds us in his hands. God’s mercy is beyond our deserving.  The Savior God, born 
for us, once dead, is now risen in love.  We are forgiven and raised to new life and 
new ways of service, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Affirmation of Faith–Psalm 93 
Let us read in unison the words of the Psalmist:  
 
The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; 
The Lord is robed, he is girded with strength.  
He has established the world; it shall never be moved. 
 



Your throne is established from of old; 
You are from everlasting. 
 
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 
The floods have lifted up their voice; 
The floods lift up their roaring. 
 
More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 
More majestic than the waves of the sea, 
Majestic on high is the Lord! 
 
Your decrees are very sure, 
Holiness befits your house, 
O Lord, forevermore. 
 

 *Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

Prayer of Illumination    

O Lord, our creator, savior, and sustainer, use our Scripture today, the words that 
are spoken, and the words held in our hearts to guide us. Show us how to live more 
fully in your kingdom. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen.  

 

The New Testament Reading:  John 18: 33-38a 

 

Text: 
 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did 
others tell you about me?”  Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation 
and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?”  Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, 
my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But 
as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”  Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus 
answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into 
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice.”  Pilate asked him, “What is truth?” 

 

This is the gospel of our Lord, 
Thanks be to You, O Christ! 



Musical Interlude   “The Canticle of the Turning (My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful 
Shout)” 
 

Sermon by Dr. Lou Smith 

 

The Response to God 

 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving      “Crown Him with Many Crowns”  #151 (red)         

Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne. 

Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 

Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 

and hail him as thy matchless king 
through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 

rich wounds, yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified; 
no angels in the sky 

can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends their burning eye 

at mysteries so bright. 

 

Crown Him the Lord of peace; 
Whose power a scepter sways 

From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
Absorbed in prayer and praise: 

His reign shall know no end; 
And round His pierced feet 

Fair flowers of Paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 

 
Crown him the Lord of years, 

the potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 

ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 

for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 

throughout eternity. 

Offering 



*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 
 Preaching next week on the first Sunday in Advent, will be Bethany’s own Gil 

Faustel, who generously will share his talents and the Word of God with us.   
 The Thanksgiving Offering this year is being used to support the RCA  

Disaster Relief Fund to aid those struggling due to natural disasters around 
the world.  Your offering can either be put the special offering envelopes 
mailed or found in the narthex or can be in the form of loose change.  All 
loose change will be included in Bethany’s donation to the fund.   

 Tuesday will be the last day to order poinsettias to enhance the sanctuary 
prior to Christmas.  Anytime after the Christmas Eve Service they can be 
taken home to keep the spirit of Christmas alive in your home of in the home 
of a loved one for weeks or months to come.  To place your order, use the 
sign-up sheet in the narthex, email the church office 
(bethanyrca.info@gmail.com) or call the church office (518-482-7998).  The 
$10 cost for the 6” foil wrapped poinsettias can be placed in an envelope 
marked ”Poinsettia Plants” or mailed directly to the church.    

 Christine Sacco, the daughter of previously deceased Dorothy and Ernest 
Sacco, Sr., died last November 10 in her sleep.  Dorothy and Ernest were 
members of Bethany and frequently brought Christine, who had Down 
syndrome to church, when allowing people with disabilities to live a “normal” 
life was not a common practice.      

 Bethany wants to thank the friends of Winnie Burnett who gave a generous 
gift in her name for the 9th consecutive year.  It is definitely a reminder of 
what one, never married woman, with no children or surviving siblings can 
do to change the world.  She was an inspiration to all and her friends don’t 
want her forgotten by the church that took her in and loved her during her 
final years.    

 Advent is the beginning of the church year, and we’re celebrating by 
having a choir back!  Things are going to be a bit different, so here 
are the details: 
1) Rehearsal will be before the service, at 9:30.  We’ll be singing 
favorites that will not require a lot of rehearsal. 
2) Choir members will be wearing specially designed masks for 
singers, so that we don’t spew our aerosols over the congregation 
3) Choir members will be sitting in the congregation for the service, 
and coming up to the piano for the offertory to sing. 
4) It will be a throw-together choir, meaning that everyone is invited 



to sing.  It is our hope that, by not having an expectation of mid-week 
rehearsal, we can convince all who have a voice to sing with us. 
5) All choir members will have been fully vaccinated. 

 How about joining a group of Bethany folks to support Catherine and her 
husband Monk, in their debut as music director and actors in the Ghent 
Playhouse’s annual Panto production? This year’s production is “Rapunzel: 
The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”  More information is at the end of the bulletin, 
but if you are interested in joining the group that will carpool from the church 
parking lot next Sunday for the 2 o’clock matinee, the church secretary will 
try to secure a block of tickets (cost $28 each) for everyone wanting to join 
the group.  If you are interested, please call the church office at 518-482-
7998  Monday through Wednesday from 9:30-1:30 or email 
Bethanyrac.info@gmail.com.   
    

*Hymn of Parting       “Rejoice, the Lord is King”  #155  (red)  

Rejoice, the Lord is King: 
Your Lord and King adore! 

Rejoice, give thanks and sing, 
And triumph evermore. 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

God’s kingdom cannot fail, 
Christ rules o'er earth and heav'n; 

The keys of death and hell 
Are to our Jesus giv'n: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 

Rejoice in glorious hope! 
For Christ, the Judge shall come 

To glorify the saints 
For their eternal home: 

Lift up your heart, 
Lift up your voice! 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

 

Closing Prayer 

O Lord, you are the light of the world and our future. Grant us the vision of your 
kingdom, forgiveness and new life, and the stirring of your Spirit so that we may 
hear your voice, share in the truth, proclaim your love, and change this world in the 
name of Christ. Amen. 

 



*Benediction  

Let the majesty of the Father 
be the light by which we walk, 
the compassion of the Son 
be the love by which we walk, 
the presence of the Spirit 
be the power by which we walk. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 
And all God’s people say, 
Amen. 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

RAPUNZEL:  THE TALE OF A QUARAN-TEEN 
 

Presented at the Ghent Playhouse at 6 Town Hall Place, Ghent, NY, November 26-28, 
December 3-5, and December 10-12, 2021. Friday and Saturday evenings at 7:30, 
matinée on Sundays at 2.   
  
Come see our music director Catherine and her husband Monk (who is playing Tammy 
Faye Baker) in Ghent Playhouse’s annual Panto.  The Panto Loons’ family-friendly 
productions have all the elements of a traditional British pantomime:  audience 
participation (booing, hissing, cheering), local and national politics, great characters, 
wonderful songs and lots of cross-dressing.  Holiday fun for the whole family.  This year, 
see their “twist” on the famous Brothers Grimm fairytale, Rapunzel, the story of the girl 
all “tressed” up with nowhere to go… ‘cause she’s stuck in a tower with no doors, 
silly!!  Join us to see how it all turns out.  
 
Purchase individual tickets at https://ghentplayhouse.simpletix.com or call the church 
office before 1:30 on Wednesday and join a group of Bethany friends to travel next 
Sunday afternoon to Ghent for the Sunday matinée.  Proof of vaccination and wearing a 
mask in the theater is required. 


