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Order of Worship 
 

November 28, 2021 
Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

We light Advent candles to mark the progression toward the birth of Christ. Each 
week during Advent a new candle is lit until all the candles burn on Christmas or 
Christmas Eve.  
 
Votum (Psalm 124:8) 
 
In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
The Lord shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 
The Lord has come! The Lord is coming!  May we be found proclaiming: 
Our help is in the Name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth!   
Amen.                               
 
We light the first candle – the candle of Hope. 
 
Call to Worship  (Psalm 18:1-3, 6) 
 
I love you, O lord, my strength. 
The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, 
My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, 
So I shall be saved from my enemies. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord; 
To my God I cried for help. 
From His temple, He heard my voice, 
And my cry to Him reached His ears.   
 
*Opening Hymn      #554 (red)      “Let all Things Now Living” 
 

Let all things now living A song of thanksgiving 
To God our Creator triumphantly raise: 

Who fashioned and made us, Protected and stayed us, 
By guiding us onto the end of our days 

God’s banners are o’er us, Pure light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night: 



Till shadows have vanished,  All fearfulness banished, 
As forward we travel from light into Light. 

 
By law God enforces.  The stars in their courses, 

The sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
The hills and the mountains, The rivers and fountains, 

The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
We, too, should be voicing Our love and rejoicing 

With glad adoration, a song let us raise: 
Till all things now living Unite in thanksgiving, 

To God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 

Affirmation of Faith—Apostle’s Creed (Traditional), page 14 (red) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  Maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.   

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

The Old Testament Reading:  1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Text: 
Hannah prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in my God.  My mouth derides my 
enemies, because I rejoice in my victory. 

“There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. 
Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the LORD is a 
God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. The bows of the mighty are 
broken, but the feeble gird on strength.  Those who were full have hired themselves out for 



bread, but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.  The barren has borne seven, but she 
who has many children is forlorn.  The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to 
Sheol and raises up. The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts. 
He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor.  For the pillars of the earth are 
the LORD’s, and on them he has set the world. 

 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; for 
not by might does one prevail.  The LORD! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most 
High will thunder in heaven.  The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give 
strength to his king, and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

This is the Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Musical Interlude 

Sermon Message by Gil Faustel   “Hannah’s Helpers”    

 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving    #528  (red)  “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 

We give thee but thine own, 
whate'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

May we thy bounties thus 
as stewards true receive, 

and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
to thee our first fruits give. 

To comfort and to bless, 
to find a balm for woe, 

to tend the lone and fatherless 
is angels' work below. 

The captive to release, 
to God the lost to bring, 

to teach the way of life and peace-- 
it is a Christ-like thing. 



 And we believe thy Word, 
though dim our faith may be; 

whate'er for thine we do, O Lord, 
we do it unto thee. 

Offering 

*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light 
into winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has 
Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these 
candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all 
fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, 
we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our 
world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and remembering the 
promises of God with prayer. 

 Bethany is thrilled to have an informal choir join our service.  If you would 
like to participate, just come a little early at 9:30 Sunday mornings for a 
short rehearsal.  Join our motley crew in singing simple songs of love and 
praise and harmonizing with other fun loving Christians.  No great voices or 
training are required.    

 The December newsletter will go out by mid-week.  Please email any 
December articles, to the church office (bethanyrca.info@gmail.com ) by 
Tuesday afternoon.  Thank you.   

 A carpool with 4 participants will leave at 12:45 pm today from the parking 
lot to see “Rapunzel:  The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”   Our music director and 
her husband have prominent roles in the production which will continue for 2 
more weekends.  Reminder—proof of vaccination and masks are required. 

   

 

 

 



 

*Hymn of Parting   #368  (red)   “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” 

I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 
I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul. 
I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul 

I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 
I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 

*Benediction 

Together, we trust in the Lord, 
Jesus is our savior and protector, 
Having worshiped our God, we go to serve Him, 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And all God’s People say:  
Amen! 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 
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week during Advent a new candle is lit until all the candles burn on Christmas or 
Christmas Eve.  
 
Votum (Psalm 124:8) 
 
In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
The Lord shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 
The Lord has come! The Lord is coming!  May we be found proclaiming: 
Our help is in the Name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth!   
Amen.                               
 
We light the first candle – the candle of Hope. 
 
Call to Worship  (Psalm 18:1-3, 6) 
 
I love you, O lord, my strength. 
The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, 
My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, 
So I shall be saved from my enemies. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord; 
To my God I cried for help. 
From His temple, He heard my voice, 
And my cry to Him reached His ears.   
 
*Opening Hymn      #554 (red)      “Let all Things Now Living” 
 

Let all things now living A song of thanksgiving 
To God our Creator triumphantly raise: 

Who fashioned and made us, Protected and stayed us, 
By guiding us onto the end of our days 

God’s banners are o’er us, Pure light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night: 



Till shadows have vanished,  All fearfulness banished, 
As forward we travel from light into Light. 

 
By law God enforces.  The stars in their courses, 

The sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
The hills and the mountains, The rivers and fountains, 

The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
We, too, should be voicing Our love and rejoicing 

With glad adoration, a song let us raise: 
Till all things now living Unite in thanksgiving, 

To God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 

Affirmation of Faith—Apostle’s Creed (Traditional), page 14 (red) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  Maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.   

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

The Old Testament Reading:  1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Text: 
Hannah prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in my God.  My mouth derides my 
enemies, because I rejoice in my victory. 

“There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. 
Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the LORD is a 
God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. The bows of the mighty are 
broken, but the feeble gird on strength.  Those who were full have hired themselves out for 



bread, but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.  The barren has borne seven, but she 
who has many children is forlorn.  The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to 
Sheol and raises up. The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts. 
He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor.  For the pillars of the earth are 
the LORD’s, and on them he has set the world. 

 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; for 
not by might does one prevail.  The LORD! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most 
High will thunder in heaven.  The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give 
strength to his king, and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

This is the Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Musical Interlude 

Sermon Message by Gil Faustel   “Hannah’s Helpers”    

 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving    #528  (red)  “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 

We give thee but thine own, 
whate'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

May we thy bounties thus 
as stewards true receive, 

and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
to thee our first fruits give. 

To comfort and to bless, 
to find a balm for woe, 

to tend the lone and fatherless 
is angels' work below. 

The captive to release, 
to God the lost to bring, 

to teach the way of life and peace-- 
it is a Christ-like thing. 



 And we believe thy Word, 
though dim our faith may be; 

whate'er for thine we do, O Lord, 
we do it unto thee. 

Offering 

*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light 
into winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has 
Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these 
candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all 
fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, 
we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our 
world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and remembering the 
promises of God with prayer. 

 Bethany is thrilled to have an informal choir join our service.  If you would 
like to participate, just come a little early at 9:30 Sunday mornings for a 
short rehearsal.  Join our motley crew in singing simple songs of love and 
praise and harmonizing with other fun loving Christians.  No great voices or 
training are required.    

 The December newsletter will go out by mid-week.  Please email any 
December articles, to the church office (bethanyrca.info@gmail.com ) by 
Tuesday afternoon.  Thank you.   

 A carpool with 4 participants will leave at 12:45 pm today from the parking 
lot to see “Rapunzel:  The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”   Our music director and 
her husband have prominent roles in the production which will continue for 2 
more weekends.  Reminder—proof of vaccination and masks are required. 

   

 

 

 



 

*Hymn of Parting   #368  (red)   “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” 

I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 
I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul. 
I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul 

I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 
I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 

*Benediction 

Together, we trust in the Lord, 
Jesus is our savior and protector, 
Having worshiped our God, we go to serve Him, 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And all God’s People say:  
Amen! 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 
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Call to Worship  (Psalm 18:1-3, 6) 
 
I love you, O lord, my strength. 
The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, 
My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, 
So I shall be saved from my enemies. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord; 
To my God I cried for help. 
From His temple, He heard my voice, 
And my cry to Him reached His ears.   
 
*Opening Hymn      #554 (red)      “Let all Things Now Living” 
 

Let all things now living A song of thanksgiving 
To God our Creator triumphantly raise: 

Who fashioned and made us, Protected and stayed us, 
By guiding us onto the end of our days 

God’s banners are o’er us, Pure light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night: 



Till shadows have vanished,  All fearfulness banished, 
As forward we travel from light into Light. 

 
By law God enforces.  The stars in their courses, 

The sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
The hills and the mountains, The rivers and fountains, 

The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
We, too, should be voicing Our love and rejoicing 

With glad adoration, a song let us raise: 
Till all things now living Unite in thanksgiving, 

To God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 

Affirmation of Faith—Apostle’s Creed (Traditional), page 14 (red) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  Maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.   

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

The Old Testament Reading:  1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Text: 
Hannah prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in my God.  My mouth derides my 
enemies, because I rejoice in my victory. 

“There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. 
Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the LORD is a 
God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. The bows of the mighty are 
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bread, but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.  The barren has borne seven, but she 
who has many children is forlorn.  The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to 
Sheol and raises up. The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts. 
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not by might does one prevail.  The LORD! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most 
High will thunder in heaven.  The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give 
strength to his king, and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

This is the Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God! 
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May we thy bounties thus 
as stewards true receive, 

and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
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To comfort and to bless, 
to find a balm for woe, 

to tend the lone and fatherless 
is angels' work below. 

The captive to release, 
to God the lost to bring, 

to teach the way of life and peace-- 
it is a Christ-like thing. 



 And we believe thy Word, 
though dim our faith may be; 

whate'er for thine we do, O Lord, 
we do it unto thee. 
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Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light 
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candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all 
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world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and remembering the 
promises of God with prayer. 

 Bethany is thrilled to have an informal choir join our service.  If you would 
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training are required.    
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Tuesday afternoon.  Thank you.   
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her husband have prominent roles in the production which will continue for 2 
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Together, we trust in the Lord, 
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In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And all God’s People say:  
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Till shadows have vanished,  All fearfulness banished, 
As forward we travel from light into Light. 

 
By law God enforces.  The stars in their courses, 

The sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
The hills and the mountains, The rivers and fountains, 

The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
We, too, should be voicing Our love and rejoicing 

With glad adoration, a song let us raise: 
Till all things now living Unite in thanksgiving, 

To God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
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I believe in God the Father Almighty,  Maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
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*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

The Old Testament Reading:  1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Text: 
Hannah prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in my God.  My mouth derides my 
enemies, because I rejoice in my victory. 

“There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. 
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neither shall they learn war any more. 
The Lord has come! The Lord is coming!  May we be found proclaiming: 
Our help is in the Name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth!   
Amen.                               
 
We light the first candle – the candle of Hope. 
 
Call to Worship  (Psalm 18:1-3, 6) 
 
I love you, O lord, my strength. 
The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, 
My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, 
So I shall be saved from my enemies. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord; 
To my God I cried for help. 
From His temple, He heard my voice, 
And my cry to Him reached His ears.   
 
*Opening Hymn      #554 (red)      “Let all Things Now Living” 
 

Let all things now living A song of thanksgiving 
To God our Creator triumphantly raise: 

Who fashioned and made us, Protected and stayed us, 
By guiding us onto the end of our days 

God’s banners are o’er us, Pure light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night: 



Till shadows have vanished,  All fearfulness banished, 
As forward we travel from light into Light. 

 
By law God enforces.  The stars in their courses, 

The sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
The hills and the mountains, The rivers and fountains, 

The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
We, too, should be voicing Our love and rejoicing 

With glad adoration, a song let us raise: 
Till all things now living Unite in thanksgiving, 

To God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 

Affirmation of Faith—Apostle’s Creed (Traditional), page 14 (red) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  Maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.   

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

The Old Testament Reading:  1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Text: 
Hannah prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in my God.  My mouth derides my 
enemies, because I rejoice in my victory. 

“There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. 
Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the LORD is a 
God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. The bows of the mighty are 
broken, but the feeble gird on strength.  Those who were full have hired themselves out for 



bread, but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.  The barren has borne seven, but she 
who has many children is forlorn.  The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to 
Sheol and raises up. The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts. 
He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor.  For the pillars of the earth are 
the LORD’s, and on them he has set the world. 

 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; for 
not by might does one prevail.  The LORD! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most 
High will thunder in heaven.  The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give 
strength to his king, and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

This is the Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Musical Interlude 

Sermon Message by Gil Faustel   “Hannah’s Helpers”    

 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving    #528  (red)  “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 

We give thee but thine own, 
whate'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

May we thy bounties thus 
as stewards true receive, 

and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
to thee our first fruits give. 

To comfort and to bless, 
to find a balm for woe, 

to tend the lone and fatherless 
is angels' work below. 

The captive to release, 
to God the lost to bring, 

to teach the way of life and peace-- 
it is a Christ-like thing. 



 And we believe thy Word, 
though dim our faith may be; 

whate'er for thine we do, O Lord, 
we do it unto thee. 

Offering 

*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light 
into winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has 
Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these 
candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all 
fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, 
we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our 
world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and remembering the 
promises of God with prayer. 

 Bethany is thrilled to have an informal choir join our service.  If you would 
like to participate, just come a little early at 9:30 Sunday mornings for a 
short rehearsal.  Join our motley crew in singing simple songs of love and 
praise and harmonizing with other fun loving Christians.  No great voices or 
training are required.    

 The December newsletter will go out by mid-week.  Please email any 
December articles, to the church office (bethanyrca.info@gmail.com ) by 
Tuesday afternoon.  Thank you.   

 A carpool with 4 participants will leave at 12:45 pm today from the parking 
lot to see “Rapunzel:  The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”   Our music director and 
her husband have prominent roles in the production which will continue for 2 
more weekends.  Reminder—proof of vaccination and masks are required. 

   

 

 

 



 

*Hymn of Parting   #368  (red)   “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” 

I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 
I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul. 
I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul 

I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 
I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 

*Benediction 

Together, we trust in the Lord, 
Jesus is our savior and protector, 
Having worshiped our God, we go to serve Him, 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And all God’s People say:  
Amen! 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 
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Order of Worship 
 

November 28, 2021 
Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

We light Advent candles to mark the progression toward the birth of Christ. Each 
week during Advent a new candle is lit until all the candles burn on Christmas or 
Christmas Eve.  
 
Votum (Psalm 124:8) 
 
In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
The Lord shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 
The Lord has come! The Lord is coming!  May we be found proclaiming: 
Our help is in the Name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth!   
Amen.                               
 
We light the first candle – the candle of Hope. 
 
Call to Worship  (Psalm 18:1-3, 6) 
 
I love you, O lord, my strength. 
The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, 
My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, 
So I shall be saved from my enemies. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord; 
To my God I cried for help. 
From His temple, He heard my voice, 
And my cry to Him reached His ears.   
 
*Opening Hymn      #554 (red)      “Let all Things Now Living” 
 

Let all things now living A song of thanksgiving 
To God our Creator triumphantly raise: 

Who fashioned and made us, Protected and stayed us, 
By guiding us onto the end of our days 

God’s banners are o’er us, Pure light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night: 



Till shadows have vanished,  All fearfulness banished, 
As forward we travel from light into Light. 

 
By law God enforces.  The stars in their courses, 

The sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
The hills and the mountains, The rivers and fountains, 

The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
We, too, should be voicing Our love and rejoicing 

With glad adoration, a song let us raise: 
Till all things now living Unite in thanksgiving, 

To God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 

Affirmation of Faith—Apostle’s Creed (Traditional), page 14 (red) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  Maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.   

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

The Old Testament Reading:  1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Text: 
Hannah prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in my God.  My mouth derides my 
enemies, because I rejoice in my victory. 

“There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. 
Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the LORD is a 
God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. The bows of the mighty are 
broken, but the feeble gird on strength.  Those who were full have hired themselves out for 



bread, but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.  The barren has borne seven, but she 
who has many children is forlorn.  The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to 
Sheol and raises up. The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts. 
He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor.  For the pillars of the earth are 
the LORD’s, and on them he has set the world. 

 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; for 
not by might does one prevail.  The LORD! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most 
High will thunder in heaven.  The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give 
strength to his king, and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

This is the Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Musical Interlude 

Sermon Message by Gil Faustel   “Hannah’s Helpers”    

 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving    #528  (red)  “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 

We give thee but thine own, 
whate'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

May we thy bounties thus 
as stewards true receive, 

and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
to thee our first fruits give. 

To comfort and to bless, 
to find a balm for woe, 

to tend the lone and fatherless 
is angels' work below. 

The captive to release, 
to God the lost to bring, 

to teach the way of life and peace-- 
it is a Christ-like thing. 



 And we believe thy Word, 
though dim our faith may be; 

whate'er for thine we do, O Lord, 
we do it unto thee. 

Offering 

*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light 
into winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has 
Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these 
candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all 
fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, 
we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our 
world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and remembering the 
promises of God with prayer. 

 Bethany is thrilled to have an informal choir join our service.  If you would 
like to participate, just come a little early at 9:30 Sunday mornings for a 
short rehearsal.  Join our motley crew in singing simple songs of love and 
praise and harmonizing with other fun loving Christians.  No great voices or 
training are required.    

 The December newsletter will go out by mid-week.  Please email any 
December articles, to the church office (bethanyrca.info@gmail.com ) by 
Tuesday afternoon.  Thank you.   

 A carpool with 4 participants will leave at 12:45 pm today from the parking 
lot to see “Rapunzel:  The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”   Our music director and 
her husband have prominent roles in the production which will continue for 2 
more weekends.  Reminder—proof of vaccination and masks are required. 

   

 

 

 



 

*Hymn of Parting   #368  (red)   “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” 

I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 
I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul. 
I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul 

I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 
I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 

*Benediction 

Together, we trust in the Lord, 
Jesus is our savior and protector, 
Having worshiped our God, we go to serve Him, 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And all God’s People say:  
Amen! 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 



 

 

Rev. Eric L. Nichols 
Pastor 

 
Bethany’s Music Director: 
Catherine Schane-Lydon 

 
2021 Consistory Members 
Pam Menton VP (Elder)    Wendy Delehanty, Senior Deacon 
Melody Van Alstyne, Clerk (Elder)  Bill Murray (Deacon) 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community 
called by Christ to glorify God – 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love, 
serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 

to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue   Albany, New York 12208 

Telephone: 518-482-7998 
Email us: Bethanyrca.info@gmail.com 

Visit us: bethanyrc.org 
 



Order of Worship 
 

November 28, 2021 
Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

We light Advent candles to mark the progression toward the birth of Christ. Each 
week during Advent a new candle is lit until all the candles burn on Christmas or 
Christmas Eve.  
 
Votum (Psalm 124:8) 
 
In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
The Lord shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 
The Lord has come! The Lord is coming!  May we be found proclaiming: 
Our help is in the Name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth!   
Amen.                               
 
We light the first candle – the candle of Hope. 
 
Call to Worship  (Psalm 18:1-3, 6) 
 
I love you, O lord, my strength. 
The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, 
My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, 
So I shall be saved from my enemies. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord; 
To my God I cried for help. 
From His temple, He heard my voice, 
And my cry to Him reached His ears.   
 
*Opening Hymn      #554 (red)      “Let all Things Now Living” 
 

Let all things now living A song of thanksgiving 
To God our Creator triumphantly raise: 

Who fashioned and made us, Protected and stayed us, 
By guiding us onto the end of our days 

God’s banners are o’er us, Pure light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night: 



Till shadows have vanished,  All fearfulness banished, 
As forward we travel from light into Light. 

 
By law God enforces.  The stars in their courses, 

The sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
The hills and the mountains, The rivers and fountains, 

The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
We, too, should be voicing Our love and rejoicing 

With glad adoration, a song let us raise: 
Till all things now living Unite in thanksgiving, 

To God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 

Affirmation of Faith—Apostle’s Creed (Traditional), page 14 (red) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  Maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.   

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

The Old Testament Reading:  1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Text: 
Hannah prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in my God.  My mouth derides my 
enemies, because I rejoice in my victory. 

“There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. 
Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the LORD is a 
God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. The bows of the mighty are 
broken, but the feeble gird on strength.  Those who were full have hired themselves out for 



bread, but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.  The barren has borne seven, but she 
who has many children is forlorn.  The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to 
Sheol and raises up. The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts. 
He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor.  For the pillars of the earth are 
the LORD’s, and on them he has set the world. 

 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; for 
not by might does one prevail.  The LORD! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most 
High will thunder in heaven.  The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give 
strength to his king, and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

This is the Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Musical Interlude 

Sermon Message by Gil Faustel   “Hannah’s Helpers”    

 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving    #528  (red)  “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 

We give thee but thine own, 
whate'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

May we thy bounties thus 
as stewards true receive, 

and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
to thee our first fruits give. 

To comfort and to bless, 
to find a balm for woe, 

to tend the lone and fatherless 
is angels' work below. 

The captive to release, 
to God the lost to bring, 

to teach the way of life and peace-- 
it is a Christ-like thing. 



 And we believe thy Word, 
though dim our faith may be; 

whate'er for thine we do, O Lord, 
we do it unto thee. 

Offering 

*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light 
into winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has 
Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these 
candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all 
fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, 
we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our 
world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and remembering the 
promises of God with prayer. 

 Bethany is thrilled to have an informal choir join our service.  If you would 
like to participate, just come a little early at 9:30 Sunday mornings for a 
short rehearsal.  Join our motley crew in singing simple songs of love and 
praise and harmonizing with other fun loving Christians.  No great voices or 
training are required.    

 The December newsletter will go out by mid-week.  Please email any 
December articles, to the church office (bethanyrca.info@gmail.com ) by 
Tuesday afternoon.  Thank you.   

 A carpool with 4 participants will leave at 12:45 pm today from the parking 
lot to see “Rapunzel:  The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”   Our music director and 
her husband have prominent roles in the production which will continue for 2 
more weekends.  Reminder—proof of vaccination and masks are required. 

   

 

 

 



 

*Hymn of Parting   #368  (red)   “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” 

I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 
I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul. 
I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul 

I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 
I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 

*Benediction 

Together, we trust in the Lord, 
Jesus is our savior and protector, 
Having worshiped our God, we go to serve Him, 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And all God’s People say:  
Amen! 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 
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We light Advent candles to mark the progression toward the birth of Christ. Each 
week during Advent a new candle is lit until all the candles burn on Christmas or 
Christmas Eve.  
 
Votum (Psalm 124:8) 
 
In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
The Lord shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 
The Lord has come! The Lord is coming!  May we be found proclaiming: 
Our help is in the Name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth!   
Amen.                               
 
We light the first candle – the candle of Hope. 
 
Call to Worship  (Psalm 18:1-3, 6) 
 
I love you, O lord, my strength. 
The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, 
My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, 
So I shall be saved from my enemies. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord; 
To my God I cried for help. 
From His temple, He heard my voice, 
And my cry to Him reached His ears.   
 
*Opening Hymn      #554 (red)      “Let all Things Now Living” 
 

Let all things now living A song of thanksgiving 
To God our Creator triumphantly raise: 

Who fashioned and made us, Protected and stayed us, 
By guiding us onto the end of our days 

God’s banners are o’er us, Pure light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night: 



Till shadows have vanished,  All fearfulness banished, 
As forward we travel from light into Light. 

 
By law God enforces.  The stars in their courses, 

The sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
The hills and the mountains, The rivers and fountains, 

The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
We, too, should be voicing Our love and rejoicing 

With glad adoration, a song let us raise: 
Till all things now living Unite in thanksgiving, 

To God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 

Affirmation of Faith—Apostle’s Creed (Traditional), page 14 (red) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  Maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.   

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

The Old Testament Reading:  1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Text: 
Hannah prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in my God.  My mouth derides my 
enemies, because I rejoice in my victory. 

“There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. 
Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the LORD is a 
God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. The bows of the mighty are 
broken, but the feeble gird on strength.  Those who were full have hired themselves out for 



bread, but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.  The barren has borne seven, but she 
who has many children is forlorn.  The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to 
Sheol and raises up. The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts. 
He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor.  For the pillars of the earth are 
the LORD’s, and on them he has set the world. 

 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; for 
not by might does one prevail.  The LORD! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most 
High will thunder in heaven.  The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give 
strength to his king, and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

This is the Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Musical Interlude 

Sermon Message by Gil Faustel   “Hannah’s Helpers”    

 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving    #528  (red)  “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 

We give thee but thine own, 
whate'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

May we thy bounties thus 
as stewards true receive, 

and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
to thee our first fruits give. 

To comfort and to bless, 
to find a balm for woe, 

to tend the lone and fatherless 
is angels' work below. 

The captive to release, 
to God the lost to bring, 

to teach the way of life and peace-- 
it is a Christ-like thing. 



 And we believe thy Word, 
though dim our faith may be; 

whate'er for thine we do, O Lord, 
we do it unto thee. 

Offering 

*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light 
into winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has 
Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these 
candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all 
fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, 
we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our 
world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and remembering the 
promises of God with prayer. 

 Bethany is thrilled to have an informal choir join our service.  If you would 
like to participate, just come a little early at 9:30 Sunday mornings for a 
short rehearsal.  Join our motley crew in singing simple songs of love and 
praise and harmonizing with other fun loving Christians.  No great voices or 
training are required.    

 The December newsletter will go out by mid-week.  Please email any 
December articles, to the church office (bethanyrca.info@gmail.com ) by 
Tuesday afternoon.  Thank you.   

 A carpool with 4 participants will leave at 12:45 pm today from the parking 
lot to see “Rapunzel:  The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”   Our music director and 
her husband have prominent roles in the production which will continue for 2 
more weekends.  Reminder—proof of vaccination and masks are required. 

   

 

 

 



 

*Hymn of Parting   #368  (red)   “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” 

I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 
I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul. 
I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul 

I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 
I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 

*Benediction 

Together, we trust in the Lord, 
Jesus is our savior and protector, 
Having worshiped our God, we go to serve Him, 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And all God’s People say:  
Amen! 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 
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Order of Worship 
 

November 28, 2021 
Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

We light Advent candles to mark the progression toward the birth of Christ. Each 
week during Advent a new candle is lit until all the candles burn on Christmas or 
Christmas Eve.  
 
Votum (Psalm 124:8) 
 
In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
The Lord shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 
The Lord has come! The Lord is coming!  May we be found proclaiming: 
Our help is in the Name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth!   
Amen.                               
 
We light the first candle – the candle of Hope. 
 
Call to Worship  (Psalm 18:1-3, 6) 
 
I love you, O lord, my strength. 
The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, 
My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, 
So I shall be saved from my enemies. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord; 
To my God I cried for help. 
From His temple, He heard my voice, 
And my cry to Him reached His ears.   
 
*Opening Hymn      #554 (red)      “Let all Things Now Living” 
 

Let all things now living A song of thanksgiving 
To God our Creator triumphantly raise: 

Who fashioned and made us, Protected and stayed us, 
By guiding us onto the end of our days 

God’s banners are o’er us, Pure light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night: 



Till shadows have vanished,  All fearfulness banished, 
As forward we travel from light into Light. 

 
By law God enforces.  The stars in their courses, 

The sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
The hills and the mountains, The rivers and fountains, 

The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
We, too, should be voicing Our love and rejoicing 

With glad adoration, a song let us raise: 
Till all things now living Unite in thanksgiving, 

To God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 

Affirmation of Faith—Apostle’s Creed (Traditional), page 14 (red) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  Maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.   

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

The Old Testament Reading:  1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Text: 
Hannah prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in my God.  My mouth derides my 
enemies, because I rejoice in my victory. 

“There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. 
Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the LORD is a 
God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. The bows of the mighty are 
broken, but the feeble gird on strength.  Those who were full have hired themselves out for 



bread, but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.  The barren has borne seven, but she 
who has many children is forlorn.  The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to 
Sheol and raises up. The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts. 
He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor.  For the pillars of the earth are 
the LORD’s, and on them he has set the world. 

 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; for 
not by might does one prevail.  The LORD! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most 
High will thunder in heaven.  The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give 
strength to his king, and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

This is the Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Musical Interlude 

Sermon Message by Gil Faustel   “Hannah’s Helpers”    

 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving    #528  (red)  “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 

We give thee but thine own, 
whate'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

May we thy bounties thus 
as stewards true receive, 

and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
to thee our first fruits give. 

To comfort and to bless, 
to find a balm for woe, 

to tend the lone and fatherless 
is angels' work below. 

The captive to release, 
to God the lost to bring, 

to teach the way of life and peace-- 
it is a Christ-like thing. 



 And we believe thy Word, 
though dim our faith may be; 

whate'er for thine we do, O Lord, 
we do it unto thee. 

Offering 

*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light 
into winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has 
Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these 
candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all 
fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, 
we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our 
world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and remembering the 
promises of God with prayer. 

 Bethany is thrilled to have an informal choir join our service.  If you would 
like to participate, just come a little early at 9:30 Sunday mornings for a 
short rehearsal.  Join our motley crew in singing simple songs of love and 
praise and harmonizing with other fun loving Christians.  No great voices or 
training are required.    

 The December newsletter will go out by mid-week.  Please email any 
December articles, to the church office (bethanyrca.info@gmail.com ) by 
Tuesday afternoon.  Thank you.   

 A carpool with 4 participants will leave at 12:45 pm today from the parking 
lot to see “Rapunzel:  The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”   Our music director and 
her husband have prominent roles in the production which will continue for 2 
more weekends.  Reminder—proof of vaccination and masks are required. 

   

 

 

 



 

*Hymn of Parting   #368  (red)   “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” 

I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 
I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul. 
I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul 

I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 
I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 

*Benediction 

Together, we trust in the Lord, 
Jesus is our savior and protector, 
Having worshiped our God, we go to serve Him, 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And all God’s People say:  
Amen! 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 
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Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

We light Advent candles to mark the progression toward the birth of Christ. Each 
week during Advent a new candle is lit until all the candles burn on Christmas or 
Christmas Eve.  
 
Votum (Psalm 124:8) 
 
In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
The Lord shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 
The Lord has come! The Lord is coming!  May we be found proclaiming: 
Our help is in the Name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth!   
Amen.                               
 
We light the first candle – the candle of Hope. 
 
Call to Worship  (Psalm 18:1-3, 6) 
 
I love you, O lord, my strength. 
The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, 
My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, 
So I shall be saved from my enemies. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord; 
To my God I cried for help. 
From His temple, He heard my voice, 
And my cry to Him reached His ears.   
 
*Opening Hymn      #554 (red)      “Let all Things Now Living” 
 

Let all things now living A song of thanksgiving 
To God our Creator triumphantly raise: 

Who fashioned and made us, Protected and stayed us, 
By guiding us onto the end of our days 

God’s banners are o’er us, Pure light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night: 



Till shadows have vanished,  All fearfulness banished, 
As forward we travel from light into Light. 

 
By law God enforces.  The stars in their courses, 

The sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
The hills and the mountains, The rivers and fountains, 

The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
We, too, should be voicing Our love and rejoicing 

With glad adoration, a song let us raise: 
Till all things now living Unite in thanksgiving, 

To God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 

Affirmation of Faith—Apostle’s Creed (Traditional), page 14 (red) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  Maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.   

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

The Old Testament Reading:  1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Text: 
Hannah prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in my God.  My mouth derides my 
enemies, because I rejoice in my victory. 

“There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. 
Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the LORD is a 
God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. The bows of the mighty are 
broken, but the feeble gird on strength.  Those who were full have hired themselves out for 



bread, but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.  The barren has borne seven, but she 
who has many children is forlorn.  The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to 
Sheol and raises up. The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts. 
He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor.  For the pillars of the earth are 
the LORD’s, and on them he has set the world. 

 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; for 
not by might does one prevail.  The LORD! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most 
High will thunder in heaven.  The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give 
strength to his king, and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

This is the Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Musical Interlude 

Sermon Message by Gil Faustel   “Hannah’s Helpers”    

 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving    #528  (red)  “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 

We give thee but thine own, 
whate'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

May we thy bounties thus 
as stewards true receive, 

and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
to thee our first fruits give. 

To comfort and to bless, 
to find a balm for woe, 

to tend the lone and fatherless 
is angels' work below. 

The captive to release, 
to God the lost to bring, 

to teach the way of life and peace-- 
it is a Christ-like thing. 



 And we believe thy Word, 
though dim our faith may be; 

whate'er for thine we do, O Lord, 
we do it unto thee. 

Offering 

*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light 
into winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has 
Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these 
candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all 
fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, 
we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our 
world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and remembering the 
promises of God with prayer. 

 Bethany is thrilled to have an informal choir join our service.  If you would 
like to participate, just come a little early at 9:30 Sunday mornings for a 
short rehearsal.  Join our motley crew in singing simple songs of love and 
praise and harmonizing with other fun loving Christians.  No great voices or 
training are required.    

 The December newsletter will go out by mid-week.  Please email any 
December articles, to the church office (bethanyrca.info@gmail.com ) by 
Tuesday afternoon.  Thank you.   

 A carpool with 4 participants will leave at 12:45 pm today from the parking 
lot to see “Rapunzel:  The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”   Our music director and 
her husband have prominent roles in the production which will continue for 2 
more weekends.  Reminder—proof of vaccination and masks are required. 

   

 

 

 



 

*Hymn of Parting   #368  (red)   “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” 

I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 
I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul. 
I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul 

I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 
I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 

*Benediction 

Together, we trust in the Lord, 
Jesus is our savior and protector, 
Having worshiped our God, we go to serve Him, 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And all God’s People say:  
Amen! 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 
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We light Advent candles to mark the progression toward the birth of Christ. Each 
week during Advent a new candle is lit until all the candles burn on Christmas or 
Christmas Eve.  
 
Votum (Psalm 124:8) 
 
In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
The Lord shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 
The Lord has come! The Lord is coming!  May we be found proclaiming: 
Our help is in the Name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth!   
Amen.                               
 
We light the first candle – the candle of Hope. 
 
Call to Worship  (Psalm 18:1-3, 6) 
 
I love you, O lord, my strength. 
The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, 
My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, 
So I shall be saved from my enemies. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord; 
To my God I cried for help. 
From His temple, He heard my voice, 
And my cry to Him reached His ears.   
 
*Opening Hymn      #554 (red)      “Let all Things Now Living” 
 

Let all things now living A song of thanksgiving 
To God our Creator triumphantly raise: 

Who fashioned and made us, Protected and stayed us, 
By guiding us onto the end of our days 

God’s banners are o’er us, Pure light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night: 



Till shadows have vanished,  All fearfulness banished, 
As forward we travel from light into Light. 

 
By law God enforces.  The stars in their courses, 

The sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
The hills and the mountains, The rivers and fountains, 

The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
We, too, should be voicing Our love and rejoicing 

With glad adoration, a song let us raise: 
Till all things now living Unite in thanksgiving, 

To God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 

Affirmation of Faith—Apostle’s Creed (Traditional), page 14 (red) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  Maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.   

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

The Old Testament Reading:  1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Text: 
Hannah prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in my God.  My mouth derides my 
enemies, because I rejoice in my victory. 

“There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. 
Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the LORD is a 
God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. The bows of the mighty are 
broken, but the feeble gird on strength.  Those who were full have hired themselves out for 



bread, but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.  The barren has borne seven, but she 
who has many children is forlorn.  The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to 
Sheol and raises up. The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts. 
He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor.  For the pillars of the earth are 
the LORD’s, and on them he has set the world. 

 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; for 
not by might does one prevail.  The LORD! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most 
High will thunder in heaven.  The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give 
strength to his king, and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

This is the Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Musical Interlude 

Sermon Message by Gil Faustel   “Hannah’s Helpers”    

 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving    #528  (red)  “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 

We give thee but thine own, 
whate'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

May we thy bounties thus 
as stewards true receive, 

and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
to thee our first fruits give. 

To comfort and to bless, 
to find a balm for woe, 

to tend the lone and fatherless 
is angels' work below. 

The captive to release, 
to God the lost to bring, 

to teach the way of life and peace-- 
it is a Christ-like thing. 



 And we believe thy Word, 
though dim our faith may be; 

whate'er for thine we do, O Lord, 
we do it unto thee. 

Offering 

*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light 
into winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has 
Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these 
candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all 
fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, 
we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our 
world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and remembering the 
promises of God with prayer. 

 Bethany is thrilled to have an informal choir join our service.  If you would 
like to participate, just come a little early at 9:30 Sunday mornings for a 
short rehearsal.  Join our motley crew in singing simple songs of love and 
praise and harmonizing with other fun loving Christians.  No great voices or 
training are required.    

 The December newsletter will go out by mid-week.  Please email any 
December articles, to the church office (bethanyrca.info@gmail.com ) by 
Tuesday afternoon.  Thank you.   

 A carpool with 4 participants will leave at 12:45 pm today from the parking 
lot to see “Rapunzel:  The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”   Our music director and 
her husband have prominent roles in the production which will continue for 2 
more weekends.  Reminder—proof of vaccination and masks are required. 

   

 

 

 



 

*Hymn of Parting   #368  (red)   “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” 

I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 
I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul. 
I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul 

I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 
I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 

*Benediction 

Together, we trust in the Lord, 
Jesus is our savior and protector, 
Having worshiped our God, we go to serve Him, 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And all God’s People say:  
Amen! 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 
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Order of Worship 
 

November 28, 2021 
Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

We light Advent candles to mark the progression toward the birth of Christ. Each 
week during Advent a new candle is lit until all the candles burn on Christmas or 
Christmas Eve.  
 
Votum (Psalm 124:8) 
 
In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
The Lord shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 
The Lord has come! The Lord is coming!  May we be found proclaiming: 
Our help is in the Name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth!   
Amen.                               
 
We light the first candle – the candle of Hope. 
 
Call to Worship  (Psalm 18:1-3, 6) 
 
I love you, O lord, my strength. 
The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, 
My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, 
So I shall be saved from my enemies. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord; 
To my God I cried for help. 
From His temple, He heard my voice, 
And my cry to Him reached His ears.   
 
*Opening Hymn      #554 (red)      “Let all Things Now Living” 
 

Let all things now living A song of thanksgiving 
To God our Creator triumphantly raise: 

Who fashioned and made us, Protected and stayed us, 
By guiding us onto the end of our days 

God’s banners are o’er us, Pure light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night: 



Till shadows have vanished,  All fearfulness banished, 
As forward we travel from light into Light. 

 
By law God enforces.  The stars in their courses, 

The sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
The hills and the mountains, The rivers and fountains, 

The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
We, too, should be voicing Our love and rejoicing 

With glad adoration, a song let us raise: 
Till all things now living Unite in thanksgiving, 

To God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 

Affirmation of Faith—Apostle’s Creed (Traditional), page 14 (red) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  Maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.   

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

The Old Testament Reading:  1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Text: 
Hannah prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in my God.  My mouth derides my 
enemies, because I rejoice in my victory. 

“There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. 
Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the LORD is a 
God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. The bows of the mighty are 
broken, but the feeble gird on strength.  Those who were full have hired themselves out for 



bread, but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.  The barren has borne seven, but she 
who has many children is forlorn.  The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to 
Sheol and raises up. The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts. 
He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor.  For the pillars of the earth are 
the LORD’s, and on them he has set the world. 

 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; for 
not by might does one prevail.  The LORD! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most 
High will thunder in heaven.  The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give 
strength to his king, and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

This is the Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Musical Interlude 

Sermon Message by Gil Faustel   “Hannah’s Helpers”    

 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving    #528  (red)  “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 

We give thee but thine own, 
whate'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

May we thy bounties thus 
as stewards true receive, 

and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
to thee our first fruits give. 

To comfort and to bless, 
to find a balm for woe, 

to tend the lone and fatherless 
is angels' work below. 

The captive to release, 
to God the lost to bring, 

to teach the way of life and peace-- 
it is a Christ-like thing. 



 And we believe thy Word, 
though dim our faith may be; 

whate'er for thine we do, O Lord, 
we do it unto thee. 

Offering 

*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light 
into winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has 
Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these 
candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all 
fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, 
we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our 
world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and remembering the 
promises of God with prayer. 

 Bethany is thrilled to have an informal choir join our service.  If you would 
like to participate, just come a little early at 9:30 Sunday mornings for a 
short rehearsal.  Join our motley crew in singing simple songs of love and 
praise and harmonizing with other fun loving Christians.  No great voices or 
training are required.    

 The December newsletter will go out by mid-week.  Please email any 
December articles, to the church office (bethanyrca.info@gmail.com ) by 
Tuesday afternoon.  Thank you.   

 A carpool with 4 participants will leave at 12:45 pm today from the parking 
lot to see “Rapunzel:  The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”   Our music director and 
her husband have prominent roles in the production which will continue for 2 
more weekends.  Reminder—proof of vaccination and masks are required. 

   

 

 

 



 

*Hymn of Parting   #368  (red)   “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” 

I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 
I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul. 
I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul 

I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 
I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 

*Benediction 

Together, we trust in the Lord, 
Jesus is our savior and protector, 
Having worshiped our God, we go to serve Him, 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And all God’s People say:  
Amen! 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 
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Order of Worship 
 

November 28, 2021 
Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

We light Advent candles to mark the progression toward the birth of Christ. Each 
week during Advent a new candle is lit until all the candles burn on Christmas or 
Christmas Eve.  
 
Votum (Psalm 124:8) 
 
In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
The Lord shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 
The Lord has come! The Lord is coming!  May we be found proclaiming: 
Our help is in the Name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth!   
Amen.                               
 
We light the first candle – the candle of Hope. 
 
Call to Worship  (Psalm 18:1-3, 6) 
 
I love you, O lord, my strength. 
The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, 
My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, 
So I shall be saved from my enemies. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord; 
To my God I cried for help. 
From His temple, He heard my voice, 
And my cry to Him reached His ears.   
 
*Opening Hymn      #554 (red)      “Let all Things Now Living” 
 

Let all things now living A song of thanksgiving 
To God our Creator triumphantly raise: 

Who fashioned and made us, Protected and stayed us, 
By guiding us onto the end of our days 

God’s banners are o’er us, Pure light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night: 



Till shadows have vanished,  All fearfulness banished, 
As forward we travel from light into Light. 

 
By law God enforces.  The stars in their courses, 

The sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
The hills and the mountains, The rivers and fountains, 

The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
We, too, should be voicing Our love and rejoicing 

With glad adoration, a song let us raise: 
Till all things now living Unite in thanksgiving, 

To God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 

Affirmation of Faith—Apostle’s Creed (Traditional), page 14 (red) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  Maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.   

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

The Old Testament Reading:  1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Text: 
Hannah prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in my God.  My mouth derides my 
enemies, because I rejoice in my victory. 

“There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. 
Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the LORD is a 
God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. The bows of the mighty are 
broken, but the feeble gird on strength.  Those who were full have hired themselves out for 



bread, but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.  The barren has borne seven, but she 
who has many children is forlorn.  The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to 
Sheol and raises up. The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts. 
He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor.  For the pillars of the earth are 
the LORD’s, and on them he has set the world. 

 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; for 
not by might does one prevail.  The LORD! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most 
High will thunder in heaven.  The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give 
strength to his king, and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

This is the Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Musical Interlude 

Sermon Message by Gil Faustel   “Hannah’s Helpers”    

 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving    #528  (red)  “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 

We give thee but thine own, 
whate'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

May we thy bounties thus 
as stewards true receive, 

and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
to thee our first fruits give. 

To comfort and to bless, 
to find a balm for woe, 

to tend the lone and fatherless 
is angels' work below. 

The captive to release, 
to God the lost to bring, 

to teach the way of life and peace-- 
it is a Christ-like thing. 



 And we believe thy Word, 
though dim our faith may be; 

whate'er for thine we do, O Lord, 
we do it unto thee. 

Offering 

*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light 
into winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has 
Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these 
candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all 
fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, 
we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our 
world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and remembering the 
promises of God with prayer. 

 Bethany is thrilled to have an informal choir join our service.  If you would 
like to participate, just come a little early at 9:30 Sunday mornings for a 
short rehearsal.  Join our motley crew in singing simple songs of love and 
praise and harmonizing with other fun loving Christians.  No great voices or 
training are required.    

 The December newsletter will go out by mid-week.  Please email any 
December articles, to the church office (bethanyrca.info@gmail.com ) by 
Tuesday afternoon.  Thank you.   

 A carpool with 4 participants will leave at 12:45 pm today from the parking 
lot to see “Rapunzel:  The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”   Our music director and 
her husband have prominent roles in the production which will continue for 2 
more weekends.  Reminder—proof of vaccination and masks are required. 

   

 

 

 



 

*Hymn of Parting   #368  (red)   “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” 

I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 
I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul. 
I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul 

I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 
I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 

*Benediction 

Together, we trust in the Lord, 
Jesus is our savior and protector, 
Having worshiped our God, we go to serve Him, 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And all God’s People say:  
Amen! 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 
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Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

We light Advent candles to mark the progression toward the birth of Christ. Each 
week during Advent a new candle is lit until all the candles burn on Christmas or 
Christmas Eve.  
 
Votum (Psalm 124:8) 
 
In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
The Lord shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 
The Lord has come! The Lord is coming!  May we be found proclaiming: 
Our help is in the Name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth!   
Amen.                               
 
We light the first candle – the candle of Hope. 
 
Call to Worship  (Psalm 18:1-3, 6) 
 
I love you, O lord, my strength. 
The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, 
My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, 
So I shall be saved from my enemies. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord; 
To my God I cried for help. 
From His temple, He heard my voice, 
And my cry to Him reached His ears.   
 
*Opening Hymn      #554 (red)      “Let all Things Now Living” 
 

Let all things now living A song of thanksgiving 
To God our Creator triumphantly raise: 

Who fashioned and made us, Protected and stayed us, 
By guiding us onto the end of our days 

God’s banners are o’er us, Pure light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night: 



Till shadows have vanished,  All fearfulness banished, 
As forward we travel from light into Light. 

 
By law God enforces.  The stars in their courses, 

The sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
The hills and the mountains, The rivers and fountains, 

The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
We, too, should be voicing Our love and rejoicing 

With glad adoration, a song let us raise: 
Till all things now living Unite in thanksgiving, 

To God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 

Affirmation of Faith—Apostle’s Creed (Traditional), page 14 (red) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  Maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.   

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

The Old Testament Reading:  1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Text: 
Hannah prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in my God.  My mouth derides my 
enemies, because I rejoice in my victory. 

“There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. 
Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the LORD is a 
God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. The bows of the mighty are 
broken, but the feeble gird on strength.  Those who were full have hired themselves out for 



bread, but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.  The barren has borne seven, but she 
who has many children is forlorn.  The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to 
Sheol and raises up. The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts. 
He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor.  For the pillars of the earth are 
the LORD’s, and on them he has set the world. 

 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; for 
not by might does one prevail.  The LORD! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most 
High will thunder in heaven.  The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give 
strength to his king, and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

This is the Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Musical Interlude 

Sermon Message by Gil Faustel   “Hannah’s Helpers”    

 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving    #528  (red)  “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 

We give thee but thine own, 
whate'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

May we thy bounties thus 
as stewards true receive, 

and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
to thee our first fruits give. 

To comfort and to bless, 
to find a balm for woe, 

to tend the lone and fatherless 
is angels' work below. 

The captive to release, 
to God the lost to bring, 

to teach the way of life and peace-- 
it is a Christ-like thing. 



 And we believe thy Word, 
though dim our faith may be; 

whate'er for thine we do, O Lord, 
we do it unto thee. 

Offering 

*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light 
into winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has 
Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these 
candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all 
fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, 
we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our 
world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and remembering the 
promises of God with prayer. 

 Bethany is thrilled to have an informal choir join our service.  If you would 
like to participate, just come a little early at 9:30 Sunday mornings for a 
short rehearsal.  Join our motley crew in singing simple songs of love and 
praise and harmonizing with other fun loving Christians.  No great voices or 
training are required.    

 The December newsletter will go out by mid-week.  Please email any 
December articles, to the church office (bethanyrca.info@gmail.com ) by 
Tuesday afternoon.  Thank you.   

 A carpool with 4 participants will leave at 12:45 pm today from the parking 
lot to see “Rapunzel:  The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”   Our music director and 
her husband have prominent roles in the production which will continue for 2 
more weekends.  Reminder—proof of vaccination and masks are required. 

   

 

 

 



 

*Hymn of Parting   #368  (red)   “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” 

I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 
I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul. 
I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul 

I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 
I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 

*Benediction 

Together, we trust in the Lord, 
Jesus is our savior and protector, 
Having worshiped our God, we go to serve Him, 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And all God’s People say:  
Amen! 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 
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Order of Worship 
 

November 28, 2021 
Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

We light Advent candles to mark the progression toward the birth of Christ. Each 
week during Advent a new candle is lit until all the candles burn on Christmas or 
Christmas Eve.  
 
Votum (Psalm 124:8) 
 
In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
The Lord shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 
The Lord has come! The Lord is coming!  May we be found proclaiming: 
Our help is in the Name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth!   
Amen.                               
 
We light the first candle – the candle of Hope. 
 
Call to Worship  (Psalm 18:1-3, 6) 
 
I love you, O lord, my strength. 
The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, 
My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, 
So I shall be saved from my enemies. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord; 
To my God I cried for help. 
From His temple, He heard my voice, 
And my cry to Him reached His ears.   
 
*Opening Hymn      #554 (red)      “Let all Things Now Living” 
 

Let all things now living A song of thanksgiving 
To God our Creator triumphantly raise: 

Who fashioned and made us, Protected and stayed us, 
By guiding us onto the end of our days 

God’s banners are o’er us, Pure light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night: 



Till shadows have vanished,  All fearfulness banished, 
As forward we travel from light into Light. 

 
By law God enforces.  The stars in their courses, 

The sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
The hills and the mountains, The rivers and fountains, 

The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
We, too, should be voicing Our love and rejoicing 

With glad adoration, a song let us raise: 
Till all things now living Unite in thanksgiving, 

To God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 

Affirmation of Faith—Apostle’s Creed (Traditional), page 14 (red) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  Maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.   

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

The Old Testament Reading:  1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Text: 
Hannah prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in my God.  My mouth derides my 
enemies, because I rejoice in my victory. 

“There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. 
Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the LORD is a 
God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. The bows of the mighty are 
broken, but the feeble gird on strength.  Those who were full have hired themselves out for 



bread, but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.  The barren has borne seven, but she 
who has many children is forlorn.  The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to 
Sheol and raises up. The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts. 
He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor.  For the pillars of the earth are 
the LORD’s, and on them he has set the world. 

 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; for 
not by might does one prevail.  The LORD! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most 
High will thunder in heaven.  The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give 
strength to his king, and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

This is the Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Musical Interlude 

Sermon Message by Gil Faustel   “Hannah’s Helpers”    

 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving    #528  (red)  “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 

We give thee but thine own, 
whate'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

May we thy bounties thus 
as stewards true receive, 

and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
to thee our first fruits give. 

To comfort and to bless, 
to find a balm for woe, 

to tend the lone and fatherless 
is angels' work below. 

The captive to release, 
to God the lost to bring, 

to teach the way of life and peace-- 
it is a Christ-like thing. 



 And we believe thy Word, 
though dim our faith may be; 

whate'er for thine we do, O Lord, 
we do it unto thee. 

Offering 

*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light 
into winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has 
Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these 
candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all 
fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, 
we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our 
world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and remembering the 
promises of God with prayer. 

 Bethany is thrilled to have an informal choir join our service.  If you would 
like to participate, just come a little early at 9:30 Sunday mornings for a 
short rehearsal.  Join our motley crew in singing simple songs of love and 
praise and harmonizing with other fun loving Christians.  No great voices or 
training are required.    

 The December newsletter will go out by mid-week.  Please email any 
December articles, to the church office (bethanyrca.info@gmail.com ) by 
Tuesday afternoon.  Thank you.   

 A carpool with 4 participants will leave at 12:45 pm today from the parking 
lot to see “Rapunzel:  The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”   Our music director and 
her husband have prominent roles in the production which will continue for 2 
more weekends.  Reminder—proof of vaccination and masks are required. 

   

 

 

 



 

*Hymn of Parting   #368  (red)   “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” 

I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 
I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul. 
I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul 

I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 
I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 

*Benediction 

Together, we trust in the Lord, 
Jesus is our savior and protector, 
Having worshiped our God, we go to serve Him, 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And all God’s People say:  
Amen! 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 
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Order of Worship 
 

November 28, 2021 
Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

We light Advent candles to mark the progression toward the birth of Christ. Each 
week during Advent a new candle is lit until all the candles burn on Christmas or 
Christmas Eve.  
 
Votum (Psalm 124:8) 
 
In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
The Lord shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 
The Lord has come! The Lord is coming!  May we be found proclaiming: 
Our help is in the Name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth!   
Amen.                               
 
We light the first candle – the candle of Hope. 
 
Call to Worship  (Psalm 18:1-3, 6) 
 
I love you, O lord, my strength. 
The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, 
My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, 
So I shall be saved from my enemies. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord; 
To my God I cried for help. 
From His temple, He heard my voice, 
And my cry to Him reached His ears.   
 
*Opening Hymn      #554 (red)      “Let all Things Now Living” 
 

Let all things now living A song of thanksgiving 
To God our Creator triumphantly raise: 

Who fashioned and made us, Protected and stayed us, 
By guiding us onto the end of our days 

God’s banners are o’er us, Pure light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night: 



Till shadows have vanished,  All fearfulness banished, 
As forward we travel from light into Light. 

 
By law God enforces.  The stars in their courses, 

The sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
The hills and the mountains, The rivers and fountains, 

The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
We, too, should be voicing Our love and rejoicing 

With glad adoration, a song let us raise: 
Till all things now living Unite in thanksgiving, 

To God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 

Affirmation of Faith—Apostle’s Creed (Traditional), page 14 (red) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  Maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.   

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

The Old Testament Reading:  1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Text: 
Hannah prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in my God.  My mouth derides my 
enemies, because I rejoice in my victory. 

“There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. 
Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the LORD is a 
God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. The bows of the mighty are 
broken, but the feeble gird on strength.  Those who were full have hired themselves out for 



bread, but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.  The barren has borne seven, but she 
who has many children is forlorn.  The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to 
Sheol and raises up. The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts. 
He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor.  For the pillars of the earth are 
the LORD’s, and on them he has set the world. 

 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; for 
not by might does one prevail.  The LORD! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most 
High will thunder in heaven.  The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give 
strength to his king, and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

This is the Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Musical Interlude 

Sermon Message by Gil Faustel   “Hannah’s Helpers”    

 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving    #528  (red)  “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 

We give thee but thine own, 
whate'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

May we thy bounties thus 
as stewards true receive, 

and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
to thee our first fruits give. 

To comfort and to bless, 
to find a balm for woe, 

to tend the lone and fatherless 
is angels' work below. 

The captive to release, 
to God the lost to bring, 

to teach the way of life and peace-- 
it is a Christ-like thing. 



 And we believe thy Word, 
though dim our faith may be; 

whate'er for thine we do, O Lord, 
we do it unto thee. 

Offering 

*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light 
into winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has 
Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these 
candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all 
fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, 
we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our 
world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and remembering the 
promises of God with prayer. 

 Bethany is thrilled to have an informal choir join our service.  If you would 
like to participate, just come a little early at 9:30 Sunday mornings for a 
short rehearsal.  Join our motley crew in singing simple songs of love and 
praise and harmonizing with other fun loving Christians.  No great voices or 
training are required.    

 The December newsletter will go out by mid-week.  Please email any 
December articles, to the church office (bethanyrca.info@gmail.com ) by 
Tuesday afternoon.  Thank you.   

 A carpool with 4 participants will leave at 12:45 pm today from the parking 
lot to see “Rapunzel:  The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”   Our music director and 
her husband have prominent roles in the production which will continue for 2 
more weekends.  Reminder—proof of vaccination and masks are required. 

   

 

 

 



 

*Hymn of Parting   #368  (red)   “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” 

I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 
I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul. 
I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul 

I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 
I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 

*Benediction 

Together, we trust in the Lord, 
Jesus is our savior and protector, 
Having worshiped our God, we go to serve Him, 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And all God’s People say:  
Amen! 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 
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Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

We light Advent candles to mark the progression toward the birth of Christ. Each 
week during Advent a new candle is lit until all the candles burn on Christmas or 
Christmas Eve.  
 
Votum (Psalm 124:8) 
 
In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
The Lord shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 
The Lord has come! The Lord is coming!  May we be found proclaiming: 
Our help is in the Name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth!   
Amen.                               
 
We light the first candle – the candle of Hope. 
 
Call to Worship  (Psalm 18:1-3, 6) 
 
I love you, O lord, my strength. 
The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, 
My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, 
So I shall be saved from my enemies. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord; 
To my God I cried for help. 
From His temple, He heard my voice, 
And my cry to Him reached His ears.   
 
*Opening Hymn      #554 (red)      “Let all Things Now Living” 
 

Let all things now living A song of thanksgiving 
To God our Creator triumphantly raise: 

Who fashioned and made us, Protected and stayed us, 
By guiding us onto the end of our days 

God’s banners are o’er us, Pure light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night: 



Till shadows have vanished,  All fearfulness banished, 
As forward we travel from light into Light. 

 
By law God enforces.  The stars in their courses, 

The sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
The hills and the mountains, The rivers and fountains, 

The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
We, too, should be voicing Our love and rejoicing 

With glad adoration, a song let us raise: 
Till all things now living Unite in thanksgiving, 

To God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 

Affirmation of Faith—Apostle’s Creed (Traditional), page 14 (red) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  Maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.   

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

The Old Testament Reading:  1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Text: 
Hannah prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in my God.  My mouth derides my 
enemies, because I rejoice in my victory. 

“There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. 
Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the LORD is a 
God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. The bows of the mighty are 
broken, but the feeble gird on strength.  Those who were full have hired themselves out for 



bread, but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.  The barren has borne seven, but she 
who has many children is forlorn.  The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to 
Sheol and raises up. The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts. 
He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor.  For the pillars of the earth are 
the LORD’s, and on them he has set the world. 

 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; for 
not by might does one prevail.  The LORD! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most 
High will thunder in heaven.  The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give 
strength to his king, and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

This is the Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Musical Interlude 

Sermon Message by Gil Faustel   “Hannah’s Helpers”    

 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving    #528  (red)  “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 

We give thee but thine own, 
whate'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

May we thy bounties thus 
as stewards true receive, 

and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
to thee our first fruits give. 

To comfort and to bless, 
to find a balm for woe, 

to tend the lone and fatherless 
is angels' work below. 

The captive to release, 
to God the lost to bring, 

to teach the way of life and peace-- 
it is a Christ-like thing. 



 And we believe thy Word, 
though dim our faith may be; 

whate'er for thine we do, O Lord, 
we do it unto thee. 

Offering 

*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light 
into winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has 
Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these 
candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all 
fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, 
we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our 
world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and remembering the 
promises of God with prayer. 

 Bethany is thrilled to have an informal choir join our service.  If you would 
like to participate, just come a little early at 9:30 Sunday mornings for a 
short rehearsal.  Join our motley crew in singing simple songs of love and 
praise and harmonizing with other fun loving Christians.  No great voices or 
training are required.    

 The December newsletter will go out by mid-week.  Please email any 
December articles, to the church office (bethanyrca.info@gmail.com ) by 
Tuesday afternoon.  Thank you.   

 A carpool with 4 participants will leave at 12:45 pm today from the parking 
lot to see “Rapunzel:  The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”   Our music director and 
her husband have prominent roles in the production which will continue for 2 
more weekends.  Reminder—proof of vaccination and masks are required. 

   

 

 

 



 

*Hymn of Parting   #368  (red)   “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” 

I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 
I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul. 
I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul 

I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 
I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 

*Benediction 

Together, we trust in the Lord, 
Jesus is our savior and protector, 
Having worshiped our God, we go to serve Him, 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And all God’s People say:  
Amen! 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 
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Order of Worship 
 

November 28, 2021 
Prelude 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 

We light Advent candles to mark the progression toward the birth of Christ. Each 
week during Advent a new candle is lit until all the candles burn on Christmas or 
Christmas Eve.  
 
Votum (Psalm 124:8) 
 
In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
The Lord shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 
The Lord has come! The Lord is coming!  May we be found proclaiming: 
Our help is in the Name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth!   
Amen.                               
 
We light the first candle – the candle of Hope. 
 
Call to Worship  (Psalm 18:1-3, 6) 
 
I love you, O lord, my strength. 
The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer, 
My God, my rock, in whom I take refuge, 
My shield, and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. 
I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, 
So I shall be saved from my enemies. 
In my distress I called upon the Lord; 
To my God I cried for help. 
From His temple, He heard my voice, 
And my cry to Him reached His ears.   
 
*Opening Hymn      #554 (red)      “Let all Things Now Living” 
 

Let all things now living A song of thanksgiving 
To God our Creator triumphantly raise: 

Who fashioned and made us, Protected and stayed us, 
By guiding us onto the end of our days 

God’s banners are o’er us, Pure light goes before us, 
A pillar of fire shining forth in the night: 



Till shadows have vanished,  All fearfulness banished, 
As forward we travel from light into Light. 

 
By law God enforces.  The stars in their courses, 

The sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
The hills and the mountains, The rivers and fountains, 

The depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
We, too, should be voicing Our love and rejoicing 

With glad adoration, a song let us raise: 
Till all things now living Unite in thanksgiving, 

To God in the highest, hosanna and praise. 
 

Affirmation of Faith—Apostle’s Creed (Traditional), page 14 (red) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty,  Maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose 
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.   

*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

The Old Testament Reading:  1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Text: 
Hannah prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is exalted in my God.  My mouth derides my 
enemies, because I rejoice in my victory. 

“There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God. 
Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the LORD is a 
God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. The bows of the mighty are 
broken, but the feeble gird on strength.  Those who were full have hired themselves out for 



bread, but those who were hungry are fat with spoil.  The barren has borne seven, but she 
who has many children is forlorn.  The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to 
Sheol and raises up. The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts. 
He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor.  For the pillars of the earth are 
the LORD’s, and on them he has set the world. 

 “He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off in darkness; for 
not by might does one prevail.  The LORD! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most 
High will thunder in heaven.  The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; he will give 
strength to his king, and exalt the power of his anointed.” 

This is the Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God! 

 

Musical Interlude 

Sermon Message by Gil Faustel   “Hannah’s Helpers”    

 

The Response to God 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving    #528  (red)  “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 

We give thee but thine own, 
whate'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

May we thy bounties thus 
as stewards true receive, 

and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
to thee our first fruits give. 

To comfort and to bless, 
to find a balm for woe, 

to tend the lone and fatherless 
is angels' work below. 

The captive to release, 
to God the lost to bring, 

to teach the way of life and peace-- 
it is a Christ-like thing. 



 And we believe thy Word, 
though dim our faith may be; 

whate'er for thine we do, O Lord, 
we do it unto thee. 

Offering 

*Doxology   #592 (red)  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above ye heavenly host 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to mark the turning of the light 
into winter’s season and to pray for the return of the light. The church has 
Christianized that practice in the lighting of the Advent wreath. To us, these 
candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who is coming again in all 
fullness into the darkness of our world. Until the dawning of that Great Day, 
we watch and wait in Holy Spirit for Christ’s coming into the darkness of our 
world, lighting candles of hope, peace, joy, and love; and remembering the 
promises of God with prayer. 

 Bethany is thrilled to have an informal choir join our service.  If you would 
like to participate, just come a little early at 9:30 Sunday mornings for a 
short rehearsal.  Join our motley crew in singing simple songs of love and 
praise and harmonizing with other fun loving Christians.  No great voices or 
training are required.    

 The December newsletter will go out by mid-week.  Please email any 
December articles, to the church office (bethanyrca.info@gmail.com ) by 
Tuesday afternoon.  Thank you.   

 A carpool with 4 participants will leave at 12:45 pm today from the parking 
lot to see “Rapunzel:  The Tale of a Quaran-teen.”   Our music director and 
her husband have prominent roles in the production which will continue for 2 
more weekends.  Reminder—proof of vaccination and masks are required. 

   

 

 

 



 

*Hymn of Parting   #368  (red)   “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” 

I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 
I've got peace like a river, 
I've got peace like a river, 

I've got peace like a river in my soul. 

I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul. 
I've got love like a river, 
I've got love like a river, 

I've got love like a river in my soul 

I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 
I've got joy like a river, 
I've got joy like a river, 

I've got joy like a river in my soul. 

*Benediction 

Together, we trust in the Lord, 
Jesus is our savior and protector, 
Having worshiped our God, we go to serve Him, 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
And all God’s People say:  
Amen! 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 

Postlude 


