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Bethany Reformed Church seeks to be a caring and inclusive community  

called by Christ to glorify God –  
empowered by the Holy Spirit to express God’s love,  

serve our neighbors and community, and invite others 
 to follow Christ in a life changing way. 
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Order of Worship 
 

November 7, 2021 
 

Prelude 
 

Responsive Call to Worship 
 
 
Votum 
Sometimes our greatest enemy is fear, therefore, we proclaim:  
Our help is in the name of the Lord who has made heaven and earth. Amen. 
 
Call to Worship 
God's Word called into being the pumpkins, the geese who fly south, the leaves 
which litter our lawns. 
In awe, we come into the presence of the God of vivid imagination. 
God's arms reach down and gather up children, lovingly placing us in grace's lap. 
In joy, we reach up to the God who loves us completely. 
God's Spirit fills our lungs, so we can cry out for justice for the broken, the young, 
the old, the abandoned of our time. 
In service, we join with our God to build hope in our world. 
 
 
*Opening Hymn       #462   (red)   “Christ Whose Glory Fills the Skies” 
 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true, the only light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise, Triumph o’er the shade of night; 
Dayspring from on high, be near; Daystar in my heart appear. 

 
Dark and cheerless is the morn Unaccompanied by Thee; 
Joyless is the day’s return Till Thy mercy’s beams I see, 

Till they inward light impart, Cheer my eyes and warm my heart. 
 

Visit then this soul of mine; Pierce the gloom of sin and grief; 
Fill me, radiancy divine; Scatter all my unbelief; 

More and more Thyself display, Shining to the perfect day. 
 
 
Invocation 
O Lord, our God, we gather together today to give you thanks and praise your 
greatness. We praise your mighty works to the whole world. We praise you for your 
wonderful deeds. Your power is limitless, your wisdom is unparalleled, your grace is 
overwhelming, your love is never failing. You promised that you will never leave or 
forsake us. Let us worship you in spirit and truth.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
Amen. 
 
 



Prayer of Confession 
We do not want you to know how our lives do not proclaim your good 
news, God of all hearts.  But you have heard the words we have spoken 
which injure those we love.  You see how insistent we can be in clinging to 
the ways we have always lived, rather than walking your new paths.  We 
have trouble believing that when our souls are empty and our hearts have 
only a small portion of love, that you can do miracles in and through us. 
 
So, what we need to know is that you do indeed forgive us, and still love 
us. God of comfort.  Let your grace shower us and end the drought of fear 
and doubt in our lives, so we can believe the good news which comes to us 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon (Based on 1 John 1:9) 
The mercy and grace and love of God far outweighs what we think possible, for, as 
we confess our sins, God forgives us and cleanses us from all unrighteousness. 
Thanks be to God! 
 

Affirmation of Faith  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 
he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father; from there he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 
*Gloria Patri 579 (Red) 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
 
 

The Word of God 
 

Prayer of Illumination 
Guide us, O Lord, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 



Scripture Lesson: 1 Kings 17:8-16 

Bible Text: 
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “Go now to Zarephath, which 
belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed 
you.”  So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, 
a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a little 
water in a vessel, so that I may drink.”  As she was going to bring it, he called to 
her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.”  
 
But she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of 
meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that 
I may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” 
Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me 
a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself 
and your son.  For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be 
emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the Lord sends rain on the 
earth.”  She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her 
household ate for many days.  The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug 
of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
Musical interlude:      “I Sought the Lord” 
 
Sermon by the Rev. Eric L. Nichols 

 
 

The Response to God 
 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving    #339  (red)     “Be Thou My Vision” 
 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 
Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise; 
thou mine inheritance, now and always. 

Thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
Great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 
Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word; 
I ever with thee, and thou with me, Lord. 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 



Offering Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your 
word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 
Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we give for 
the effective growth of your kingdom. May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith 
so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the strength to know the 
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge. May we be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 
 

*Doxology   (version not in our hymn books) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

The Response to God 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 
Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to celebrate 
is a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 
We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father into the 
world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all obedience to the divine 
law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the cross. By his death, resurrection, 
and ascension he established a new and eternal covenant of grace and 
reconciliation that we might be accepted of God and never be forsaken by him. 
 
We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be with us 
always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread he makes 
himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us unto life 
eternal. In the cup of blessing he comes to us as the Vine in whom we must abide if 
we are to bear fruit. 
  
We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and foretaste 
of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom has fully come, 
when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like unto him in his glory. Since 
by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the life-giving 
Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this Supper in true love, 
mindful of the communion of saints. 
  
COMMUNION PRAYER/GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts! 
We lift them up to the Lord. 



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and in all 
places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God! You created heaven with 
all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have given us life and being, and 
preserve us by your providence. But you have shown us the fullness of your love 
in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, the eternal Word, made flesh for 
us and for our salvation. For the precious gift of this mighty Savior who has 
reconciled us to you we praise and bless you, O God. With your whole Church on 
earth and with all the company of heaven we worship and adore your glorious 
name.   
 
Here all shall say or sing: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest! 
  
Silence 
Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice offered once 
on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole world. In the joy of 
his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, we offer ourselves to you 
as holy and living sacrifices. Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 
  
Here all shall say or sing: 
Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again! 
  
Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and the cup 
which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Grant 
that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity of the faith and grow 
up in all things into Christ our Lord. And as this grain has been gathered from many 
fields into one loaf, and these grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, 
that your whole Church may soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your 
kingdom.  Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 
  
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Announcements 

 Thanks to all who helped at the Brooks BBQ.  The final tally shows a profit of 
over $4,700.  We were bless by good weather, a small dedicated core of 
Bethany volunteers and their numerous friends, relatives, and service 
providers that were recruited to join us.  Special thanks to Pam who kept 
everything going, even while her “promo-expert”, Wendy, traveled across the 
country, and her “kitchen manager”, Phyllis, was dealing with serious health 
issues and impending surgery (which, thankfully, went well on Thursday).  



 If you didn’t have the opportunity to volunteer for the BBQ, Bethany needs 
even more volunteers for the Christmas Fair.  Set-up starts at 9:30 on 
Friday. Volunteers are needed Friday to sort and price donated items, make 
baked goods (and bring or schedule pick-up by late afternoon), and buy or 
make bread and sandwich filling (coordinate with Wendy).  On Saturday, 
volunteers are needed to staff the booths and help in the café—even an hour 
of service helps. We need everyone’s  help because. . . .  

 Fundraisers are of added importance as COVID has hurt Bethany’s 
attendance, outreach, sense of community, and service projects.  Current 
pledges for 2022 are $58,158.  If you have not submitted your pledge please 
do it today so planning can start for new outreaches, new ministries, and a 
new minister.   Many thanks to everyone who has already pledged.   

 It’s time to order your poinsettia plants to beautify the Sanctuary for 
Christmas! A Sign-Up sheet is located in the narthex for your convenience. 
We are again offering beautiful red poinsettias in 6” pots festively wrapped 
with foil for $10.00 each.  You may place your order via the sign-up sheet, 
the church email (bethanyrca.info@gmail.com) or phone (518-482-7998). 
The deadline for sign-up is Tuesday, November 23rd.  To pay for your 
poinsettia/s, please make checks out to Bethany Reformed Church, and be 
sure to include the donor name with your payment so that we can mark you 
as paid. Payments may be placed in an envelope marked "Poinsettia Plants" 
and placed in the offering plate, or mailed directly to the church.  Paid-for 
plants may be removed after worship on Christmas Eve, or after worship the 
following Sunday. Thank you for contributing to the hope and joy we all feel 
when worshipping during this holy season.  

 Mary Bartlett sends good wishes to all her friends here at Bethany.  She 
moved last week to Loudonville Assisted Living, Room 102, 298 Albany 
Shaker Road, Albany, NY  12211. When visited, she was curious and upbeat, 
seeking news from the church and all her friends here.  Her lovely room is 
right by the reception area, lounge area, and dining room, so she is easy to 
visit and would love to see or hear from her many Bethany friends.  With 
Art’s passing last September and COVID’s isolation, it’s been a tough year for 
her, but it’s a delight to see that her spirit still soars.   
 
 

*Hymn of Parting      #429   (red)    “Lord You Give the Great Commission” 

Lord, you give the great commission:  “Heal the sick and preach the word.” 
Lest the church neglect its mission, And the gospel go unheard, 

Help us witness to your purpose With renewed integrity; 
With the Spirit’s girts empower us For the work of ministry. 

 



Lord, you call us to your service:  “In my name baptize and teach.”  
That the world may trust your promise, Life abundant meant for each,  

Give us all new fervor, draw us Closer in community; 
With the Spirit’s gifts empower us For the work of ministry. 

 
Lord, you make the common holy:  “This my body, this my blood.” 

Let us all, for earth’s true glory, Daily lift life heavenward, 
Asking that the world around us Share your children’s liberty;  
With the Spirit’s gifts empower us For the work of ministry. 

 
Lord, you show us love’s true measure:  “Father, what they do, forgive.”   

Yet we hoard as private treasure All that you so freely give. 
May your care and mercy lead us To a just society;  

With the Spirit’s gifts empower us For the work of ministry.   
 

Lord, you bless with words assuring:  “I am with you to the end.” 
Faith and hope and love restoring, May we serve as you intend. 

And, amid the cares that claim us, Hold in mind eternity; 
With the Spirit’s gifts empower us For the work of ministry.   

 
*Benediction 
May God protect you through your time of trial. May the love of Christ, seen in what 
he did, and heard in what he said, fill you with joy and hope.  May the Holy Spirit 
advocate for you, leading into all truth, lighting the way of faith, and strengthening 
you to follow Jesus, so that you will become like a strong, young tree, growing deep 
and bearing much fruit. Amen. 
 

Choral Response to the music of “Edelweiss” 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever, 

grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in ev'ry endeavor. 

Lift up your eyes and see God's face 
full of grace forever. 

May the Lord, mighty God, 
bless and keep you forever. 

 
  
  
Postlude 

 

 



 Christmas Fair 
 

Saturday 

 

Nov. 13, 2021 
 

9:30 to 3 PM 
 

 

Homemade Soup and Sandwiches 
 

 

Quilts 
           Attic Treasures 
       Crafts            

          Books  
 

Next-to-New             
      Baked Goods 

 
 

Bethany Reformed Church 
760 New Scotland Avenue 

 

Albany 
www.bethanyrc.org 

482-7998 
 

 



                                                                             

 

Can’t join Bethany in person?  Whether you have health concerns, are traveling, or 
just slept in, we welcome you to join us weekly or occasionally on Zoom.  Go to the 
www.bethanyrc.org  homepage and click on the picture icon for the Zoomed 
service/activity you are interested in.  Currently offered are: 

10 AM worship in person or internet (Sundays) 

11 AM Adult Bible Study in person or internet (Sundays) 

8:15 AM Informal Internet Worship (Sundays) 

5 PM Wednesdays Internet Sing and Pray 

Follow the links, and you can be part of a growing number of people using the 
internet to worship and stay in touch.   

 


